
one of those objects. It is a Greek religious 

icon depicting a saint painted competently 

on the inside of a spider-crab shell. A work 

of pure devotion. Is it valuable? Probably 

not very, but would fill a space in the  

cabinet and interest visitors for a few  

minutes perhaps. 

The flow of visitors and clients to our  

Wirral Fine Object Valuation Office at 48  

The Mount in Heswall continues to gain  

momentum. There is scarcely time to 

breathe between appointments on Fridays 

and other days during the week. Despite 

the 35 years of PR, people still telephone to 

ask us to sell refrigerators, broken washing 

machines and worn out three-piece suites! 

These are not for us, but there are other 

auctioneers who do that work in an  

admirable fashion.

Despite what you might see on the plethora 

of antiques programmes on the TV, fine 

objects are still selling extremely well, as is 

quality furniture. Fine quality is still hitting 

top prices; the brown colour of furniture has 

nothing to do with diminishing desirability – 

it is simply the ordinary undesirable quality!

 A clock offered by Cato Crane for sale last 

month was very dark in colour. It was darker 

than brown; it was painted black. If you like, 

you can call it ebonised! This clock was 

made at The Temple in London about 1640 
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All Things Auctioneering
What are we giving our children for Christmas 

this year? How old is Rupert Bear? These are 

two questions we should be contemplating at 

this time of year.

To answer the first question, I suppose 

that the most recent communication digital 

gadget is mandatory and no Christmas 

stocking is complete without one nowadays. 

Long gone are the days of a silver sixpence, 

an orange and an apple in a sock on the 

end of the bedpost! 

The answer to the second question is 

that Rupert Bear turned 97 years old a few 

weeks ago. 

Rupert made his first appearance in the 

Daily Express newspaper on 8th November 

1920 in order to increase sales and  

circulation. (Our own Liverpool Echo did the 

same in the 1950s with Curly Wee written 

by Roland Clibborn.) 

The originator of Rupert was Mary Tourtel 

who lived in Canterbury. Alfred Bestall 

continued the Rupert series of stories for 

children from 1935. He was the first person 

to both write and draw the illustrations, 

with many of the location landscapes for 

Rupert’s adventures around Nutwood being 

inspired by the scenic Vale of Clwyd only a 

short drive from Wirral. Can you spot the 

Professor’s enchanting Ruthin Castle in  

the stories? 

In the new year we will be offering at  

auction a fine Rupert Bear Collection with 

early ‘Tourtel’ publications and early annuals. 

The first Daily Express Rupert Annual was 

published in 1936. The auction will also 

include 12,000 good postcards and  

collectable books, toys and local interesting 

ephemera relating to the history of music in 

Liverpool. Beatles memorabilia and toys are 

to be included in the auction. 

Some early children’s annuals are still 

worth a bit of money. The 1973 Rupert 

Annual with a brown-faced Rupert is worth 

over £20,000 but only 12 were issued! 

It is worth bringing into our Heswall,  

Wirral or Liverpool offices any local history 

documents or good early Rupert, Dan Dare 

or similar items, but they MUST be in fine 

condition. The photo illustrated above is 

a late C20th framed retailer’s advertising 

poster, which is worth about £100 now  

and it is being admired by our one and  

only Good-Bear Cato making his debut  

appearance in the Heswall Magazine. 

During one of our valuation days at our 

office in Heswall, a client brought in for sale 

by auction an important Royal Warrant and 

original wax seal. The warrant is dated  

1819 and it relates to the Royal Institution 

in Colquitt Street in Liverpool. The Institution 

was founded to promote the best in the 

Sciences and the Arts of the day when 

Liverpool was becoming prosperous. There 

is also a parchment document listing the 

artists and architects of the day in Liverpool 

who were desirous of using the Institution 

and becoming members. I have not to date 

discovered anyone locally to purchase these 

documents and seal as I feel they should 

stay in the Merseyside area in safe keeping. 

During the season of busy auctions at 

Stanhope Street in Liverpool we always have 

objects which, I suppose years ago, would 

have occupied pride of place in what would 

have been called ‘curio cabinets’ – this is 
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