
Shelf Indulgence is a book column from award-winning 

Wirral novelist, Margaret Murphy, who also pens 

forensic thrillers as A.D. Garrett. She recommends two 

books per month, across a range of styles and a mixture 

of new and old.

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE 

NIGHT-TIME by Mark Haddon 

Vintage ISBN-13: 978-0099450252

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time is 

a murder mystery like no other. The detective and 

narrator is Christopher Boone. Christopher is 15 and 

has Asperger’s Syndrome; he knows a very great deal 

about maths and very little about human beings.

The extraordinary power of Haddon’s writing is his ability to place the 

reader in the mind of Christopher. So, when the 15-year-old goes on a 

train journey, we experience the proximity of people as he does:  

threatening, oppressive – even overwhelming. In simple, emotion-light 

(but not emotionless) language, Haddon conveys the difficulties a person 

on the autistic spectrum has in making sense of an emotion-laden, 

figurative world. Rules help, but interaction is difficult when those rules 

are altered by context, and ‘People do a lot of talking without saying 

words’. The nuances of body language are lost on him. Yet, when  

Christopher finds a neighbour’s dog murdered he has the courage and 

moral resolve to set out to expose the murderer.

Margaret’s third A.D. Garrett novel, Truth Will Out, is available now 

in all formats.

MANHATTAN BEACH 

by Jennifer Egan

Corsair ISBN: 978-1472150875

Set in New York, Manhattan Beach opens with 

11-year-old Anna, accompanying her father to a  

meeting. We gather that Eddie Kerrigan is a  

go-between, moving easily between the mobsters and 

the elite of New York, picking up packages, handing 

them on. A minor player in the corrupt doings of the 

city, greasing the palms that grease the wheels that 

keep the machinery running smoothly. Anna is pert, 

precocious and utterly captivating. She notices her 

father’s apprehension at meeting his new business acquaintance, the 

rich and charismatic Dexter Styles. But when her father vanishes, she 

assumes he has abandoned their little family, and it is not until a chance 

encounter with Mr Styles many years later that she begins to question her 

father’s disappearance.

Though described as an historical novel, Manhattan Beach is much 

more. Indeed, there are enough gangsters and smart-talking women to 

give the story a noir-ish feel, but this novel transcends narrow definitions. 

Following the lives of the Kerrigans and their two daughters – the lovely, 

but devastatingly disabled Lydia, and intelligent and fiercely independent 

Anna – it takes us from the Great Depression through to the end of World 

War II. A pivotal time, worldwide, and the bigger story – a social history 

and cultural commentary of life between the wars – is told compellingly 

by Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist, Jennifer Egan. Her evocation of the New 

York waterfront is vivid and fresh, and patriarchal attitudes towards women 

are exposed for what they are: prejudice, and thinly disguised resentment. 

I seethed with Anna at every check, insult and small-minded rejection, 

and my spirit soared with hers as she overcame each and every one to 

become the first female diver. 

Egan’s beautiful storytelling and dry wit take a conventional storyline to a 

much higher level, leading us on a journey that is surprising, exciting,  

elating, and sometimes terrifying.
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I think I am quite a contented person. My Christmas present list is 

usually non-existent and, when asked, I struggle to think of things 

I really need. Maybe this is because I am so well looked after that I 

have very little need of anything.

The whole idea of being content poses questions that we would be 

wise to ask regularly. Am I satisfied with my life? Is there meaning 

in my life that is bigger than merely maintaining my existence?

The Bible suggests that we were not placed on this planet for our 

own pleasure! We are actually most satisfied when living life in the 

way God designed. Focusing on self is not the best way, although it 

is our natural bias. 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the best example of the right way to live. 

In fact, He was the only person ever to live up to the exacting and 

high standards of God as defined in the Bible. In the biblical book 

‘Hebrews’, Jesus is described as “holy... and undefiled”. BUT in  

addition to this He lived for the glory of his Father, read John 17:4, 

and for the good of the people He came into contact with, see  

Acts 10:38.

I think that you may agree that none of us can hope to reach the 

standards of perfection that are required of us in the Bible. None of 

us lives like Jesus did! That puts us in a difficult situation. The Bible 

not only states the standard, but it spells out the consequences of 

falling short of it. One of the most searching statements in the Bible 

is “for all have sinned and come short of the glory of God”, add to 

this the consequence of sinning (wrongdoing) – ‘the wages of sin is 

death’ and the situation becomes impossible.

This is when the offer of forgiveness comes to the surface. God in 

the Bible describes His intention to provide a solution, He calls it 

“salvation”. It is for this reason that “Christ died for our sins”, and 

“once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring 

us to God”. In other words, the death and resurrection (coming  

to life again) of Jesus satisfies the legal case against us for all  

our shortcomings.

How then do we benefit from such a provision? Is it automatic?  

Do I have to do something to enjoy it? The answer to both  

questions is ‘no’! All of us know how to receive a gift! It is a simple 

act of appreciation and gratitude when we say ‘thank you for what 

you have given me’. So it is just the same when we receive God’s 

gift, Jesus. The only difference is that this is a gift which we need. 

Without it, we will lose everything. ‘The gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.’

Visit	www.indingthemissingpeace.co.uk	to 

discover	how	to	have	peace	with	God	and	for	
bible	teaching	articles	for	Christians.
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