
I have a good friend, 

Colin, who works on 

a farm in Barnston 

and I asked him if he 

would bring a tractor 

and trailer down to the 

beach to get all the 

gear out of the boat. 

This he readily agreed 

to do if I squared it  

with the boss, the boss 

being Mr Milner, a 

perfect gentleman. Not only did he lend us the tractor, he said we 

could store all the gear on the farm as well.

Colin brought the tractor and trailer down and Pat and I walked 

along the beach ahead of him to show him the best route, so he 

wouldn’t get stuck. Welshgirl looked a pitiful sight; buried once 

more in sand, every plank strained, cabin top broken and a gaping 

hole in the bow.

Colin said: “She’s in a mess mate, let’s get all the stuff out,”  

and do you know, we nearly filled the trailer up! I never knew I  

carried so much stuff in the boat. Everything that wasn’t nailed 

down was removed, including the mast and spars. When we  

finished it did look a sorry sight, a bare boat with an engine in.

There was nothing to pinch now, so we relaxed a little bit. Once  

we got back to the farm, Mr Milner said we could stow the gear  

in a loft. I removed the engine and shaft later on and that was put 

into a shed under the loft.

I contacted Harry Jones, who agreed to come and put Welshgirl 

on a boat trailer. I’ve known Harry for a few years now (he was her 

previous owner). I think I took a couple of days off work and Pat 

helped out – she dug the boat out again as I went off to meet Harry 

and help with his gear.

It took about an hour and a half to get her on the trailer, jacking 

her up a little at a time, and sliding the trailer under her. Then we 

discovered that the keel had been split and the bilge keels were loose.

The next day Harry took her by road from West Kirby slip to 

Heswall boatyard. Bill and I got it off the trailer and returned it, 

squaring up with Harry and his men.

Time to report to Chris; he knew about it of course. “I’ve had a bit 

of bad luck,” I said. “You make your own luck in this game,” Chris 

said, “it’s one shackle that you’ve missed when you looked at the 

moorings.” I couldn’t argue. “Burn the boat right off so you can 

see exactly what’s what. Then, take your time, start at the bottom 

and work up. Don will know where you can get nails, screws, wood, 

etc., and if the water’s got in the engine, drain the oil off, put fresh 

in and run it.” I did this work at the farm. Chris’s comments really 

taught me that you really do make your own luck.

Our Bill was the driving force behind me. We put the boat in the 

shed after burning the paint off, and after work we worked on it 

solid for six months, packing up around ten o’clock at night. We 

made a list of requirements; I got a railway sleeper from work that 

was to be new bilge keels. I ordered a piece of green oak, 23 feet 

long by 4 inches square, that was to be our new keel and stem. 

Several pounds of galvanised boat nails, copper nails, with roves 

and stainless steel bolts and screws. Bill got me stainless steel nut 

and bolts and a board, possibly pitch pine, to replace a stoved in 

plank (which turned out to be Iroko wood).

We are not boat builders, but we worked on the saying: ‘If it looks 

right, then it is right.’ The good thing that came out of all this is that 

the boat is a far stronger vessel now than she ever was. She was 

ready for launching late May the following year, 1989.

Continuing our serialisation of  

Geoff Andrews’ fascinating book, 

Memories of a Lifetime Past, about 

the life and times of Parkgate  

fishermen, Chris & Jim Peters

Residents from a Wirral care home came together with members of 

the local community to mark Remembrance Day last month.

The Hazelwell, a residential, nursing, palliative and respite care 

home in Oldfield Road, hosted the special event, which included a 

light lunch, in commemoration of Armistice Day. The day was open 

to friends, relatives and members of the general public.

Ballroom dance duo Stephen Atkins and Samantha Hewitt from 

Havana Nights, who have also appeared on ITV’s Britain’s Got  

Talent, provided the after-lunch entertainment.

The Hazelwell opened last July at a cost of £5.5 million and is 

situated on the site of the former Cleaver Hospital, which serviced 

the local community for more than 30 years before its closure in 

1983. Founded in 1901, it acted as a children’s hospital between 

1913 and 1930 until their forced evacuation to Wales due to the 

outbreak of the Second World War, at which point adults were  

then admitted.

The Home Guard – also known as local defence volunteers – a 

defence organisation of the British Army and The Fire Service used 

the Cleaver Hospital during the war.

The Hazelwell continues to establish itself as a top caregiver, by 

supporting a local hospital beat the effects of winter pressures 

earlier this year. The care home made beds available to Arrowe Park 

Hospital to provide short term care for patients and support them in 

their transition from hospital to home.

The Hazelwell is the only care home in the Wirral to be named in 

the Top 20 Recommended Care Homes in the North West for 2017 

by leading UK care home website, carehome.co.uk, with a score of 

9.9 out of ten. It was also recently rated ‘good’ by the Care Quality 

Commission following an unannounced inspection by the independent 

regulator of all health and social services in England.

Liza Millington, Care Home Manager at The Hazelwell, said: “It 

was a great pleasure for The Hazelwell to open its doors to the  

people of Heswall to pay tribute to our fallen heroes of past wars. 

“Many of our residents took part in the last world war and were 

keen to pay tribute to the servicemen and women who gave up 

their lives for our freedom. 

“The Cleaver Hospital had a rich history in Heswall and even 

played a role in the Second World War when The Home Guard used 

it. It was also fantastic to see many members of the public from 

Heswall join us in commemorating Armistice Day.”

For more information about The Hazelwell, contact Liza at The 

Hazelwell on 0151 342 9654, email info@thehazelwell.com or 

visit www.thehazelwell.com

Remembrance Day 
to remember at 
The Hazelwell
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