
Chester’s brand new £37m theatre, cinema 

and library, Storyhouse, is staging a brand 

new version of Enid Blyton’s childhood  

classic The Secret Seven this Christmas. 

Between 1 December and 14 January, audiences will be 

delighted by this magical production in one of the UK’s newest 

and most exciting venues. 

Working with Enid Blyton Entertainment, Storyhouse’s  

award-winning team will deliver a stylish new production of  

this beloved book – perfect for families or fans of Blyton’s 

charming books. 

Set on the Wirral and performed on the theatre’s intimate 

thrust stage, with evocative staging, an original acoustic score, 

and a stage play that conveys the spirit of adventure, this  

production will express the great bonds of childhood friendship. 

The entire building will come alive with Enid Blyton’s work as the 

library spaces which weave their way around the building are filled 

with material and images from the world of The Secret Seven. 

Tickets are £26 for adults and £19.50 for kids. 

Book now at storyhouse.com or call 01244 409113 

Heswall Magazine has teamed up with Storyhouse to 

offer a fantastic prize. One lucky winner will win a family 

ticket (2 adults and up to 3 kids) for January 3 at 2.15pm. 

For your chance to win, answer the following question:

What is the name of the 
leader of the Secret Seven? 
Send your answer by email to: editor@heswallmgazine.co.uk 

or by post to: Heswall Magazine, Whitfield Business Hub,  

188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall, CH60 7RJ

Closing date Friday 22nd December 2017. Remember to include your name and contact number.

Win a family 
ticket for  

Enid Blyton’s 
The Secret Seven

I first came to Dale Farm in March 2009. The end of that year was 

pretty cold with lots of snow! As I’m sure a lot of us will remember, most 

of Heswall and Wirral were covered in snow from the heaviest snowfalls 

we had had in years early in 2010.

In December 2009, on a bitterly cold day, we were all on the dales 

cutting back the gorse, which helps the heather grow back. While we 

were there, one of the other guys told us to look out to the Irish Sea. 

There was this strange mist floating out at the sea in the distance. 

He said: “I bet that’s coming our way.” We all thought ‘no way’ – we 

were sure it would probably miss us. My word, though! We were totally 

mistaken. Within about ten minutes that mist had come right over us – 

along with a loud thunder and hail – a huge snowstorm that covered the 

whole area in snow. 

For some people it was quite good fun and we enjoyed seeing people 

skating on the dales. The next real big snowstorm was in  

the new year. The first day we were back after the Christmas break was 

a cold, crisp, dry day and I remember one of the staff saying 

they thought we could get a very heavy snowfall the next day. I didn’t 

think so, though. The next day we did have a bit of snow, but nothing 

too bad at that point. We started to work clearing what snow we’d had 

overnight. It was freezing outside and I remember saying to one of the 

other staff members that hopefully we  

wouldn’t see any more snow that day. She thought I was joking,  

because she believed there was more on the way. And she was right! 

While we were having our lunch the real snowfall came and it really did 

come fast – within about five to ten minutes. It was so bad that one of 

the managers told us that if we could get home, we had to leave right 

away. Some of the buses that bring the students to the farm couldn’t 

reach us so we were stuck there for quite a number of hours. 

By Mark Kinnish 
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Dale Farm in the snowy 
winter of 2009/10
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