
During the last 150 years there have been many bazaars, festivals 

and fundraising events in Heswall. When the community gets  

together, works hard and creatively, it leads to a successful outcome. 

We would like tell you about one such event which took place in 

Heswall in 1882. Originally it was planned as a fundraiser for the 

Church School in School Hill, which had opened in 1872. Pupil 

numbers were increasing and it was necessary to build more  

accommodation. Hence, The Bazaar! 

The Bazaar raised £350, which would be worth over £17,000 

today. It was held over two days in July in the ‘Towers’ on Telegraph 

Road, later to be known as the ‘Castle’. It was reported in The 

Cheshire Observer on Saturday 22nd July 1882, a week after it 

took place. Much of the terminology may seem quaint to us  

reading it in the 21st century, but it gives a flavour of the customs 

and language of that era.

“The Picturesque village of Heswall presented an animated  

appearance on Friday and Saturday last, when a bazaar, rather an 

unusual event in this district was held in the ‘Towers’ a spacious 

building situated on a commanding portion of the hills. The bazaar 

was for the worthy object of increasing a school building fund, 

raised for the purpose of enlarging the Heswall Church School. 

Much inconvenience is felt at the latter owing to the lack of  

accommodation, caused by the increasing population and the  

operation of the Education Act, which apparently was not  

considered when the schools were built. The number of children  

on the books at the present time, is 220, the average number  

attending 200, while accommodation is provided for only 130.  

Under such crowded circumstances it is barely possible to obtain 

that desirable and proverbial result, ‘A sound mind in a sound body’.

The neighbourhood is rapidly improving; cottages and villas spring 

into existence in all directions while the proposed London and  

North Western Line, by adding to the convenience, will doubtless 

contribute to such a result. Under these circumstances it was felt 

that an important addition should be made.

A croft adjoining the schools, is to be used for the proposed 

enlargement which is estimated to cost over £800. Of this sum 

£286 was promised. The Rector, the Rev. C J  Tousel then proposed 

the ever-popular means of raising funds for charitable purposes ‘A 

Bazaar’. The idea was eagerly entertained by his congregation and 

during the past winter months scores of fair fingers have been  

busy plying the needle on behalf of the good cause. Among the 

members of the congregation who have assisted the Rector in  

promoting the bazaar were the Mayor of Birkenhead (Mr W Laird), 

Mr Thomas Brocklebank, Mr Gaskell, Mr W White and Mr W S 

Hinde. Among the patrons were the members for West Cheshire 

(the Hon Wilbraham Tollemache and Mr H J Tollemache).

The bazaar was opened at 1pm on Friday, and throughout the 

day a large and fashionable concourse proceeded to the ‘Towers’ 

the summit of which was gaily decorated with flags, The spacious 

rooms of the building (at present unoccupied ), owing to their  

arrangement, are admirably adapted to the purpose. The pleasant 

surroundings – heather clad hills rising from the Dee, distant  

prospects of ripening cornfields and newly mown hay, with a range 

of mountains peeping over the panoramic Welsh coast on the  

opposite side of the river formed an enchanting approach which 

was much admired by the visitors.

The Heswall Brass Band played in the grounds attached to The 

Towers; while a small band conducted by Mr Streather of Liverpool 

occupied a portion of the large hall. The entrance was decorated 

with large ferns and evergreens, with seats placed at intervals. In 

the centre of the hall, which, in common with other portions of 

the building, was decorated with flags etc, was the flower and fruit 

stall of Mrs U Corbett and Miss Duncan and Miss Lovett. The stall 

presented an almost dazzling appearance, being covered with the 

brightest products of nature in the shape of flowers and fruits,  

relieved by graceful maidenhair and other ferns. Among other  

articles on the stall were grapes, red and white currants, raspberries, 

fresh butter looking as cool among the green leaves as the  

cucumber by its side; and last, though not least, an immense dish 

of strawberries and cream .The ladle attached to the dish was plied 

with great success throughout the day , few persons being able to 

withstand the appetising temptations of this stall. 

The first room to the right contained the stall of Mrs White; 

the second room was occupied by the village and rectory stall. 

Miss Smallwood, Miss Hinde, Miss Lawton and Miss Boumphrey 

presided over the former and the mother and sister of the Rector 

over the latter. In the room adjoining was the stall of Mrs Gaskell, 

Mrs Sutherland, Mrs Hinde and Mrs Glazebrook. Some of the stalls 

were decorated with ferns in rustic stands, plants in pots etc., and 

the whole contained a beautiful assortment of crewel-work, gypsy 

tables, rustic chairs, cosies, antique pen stands, etc. (carved from 

the oak of the old church,) fans, shell boxes, exquisite ware from 

Bavaria and the thousand and one articles found in a bazaar,

To the juvenile portion of the visitors the rooms must have seemed 

a scene from ‘Wonderland ‘ the toys, dolls etc. being exceptionally 

pretty and abundant. Among the latter we noticed a Lilliputian 

wedding (apparently in high life) the bride attired in white satin, 

and attended by eight bridesmaids, prettily dressed and wearing 

imposing trains was proceeding in state over a piece of tissue paper 

upon the stall. A large doll also dressed as a bride with fairy-like 

exactness, attracted much attention. White elephants, labelled with 

the now historical name ‘Jumbo’ occupied a corner, and among 

the mechanical dolls was a little unspeakable Turk who might have 

been a caricature of Arabi Pasha [a famous Egyptian nationalist in 

the news at the time], for when a secret wire was pulled, he thrust 

out his tongue at his visitors.

Heswall Bazaar July 1882
                                                by Jenny McRonald and Roger Lane

The Towers after conversion to an Orphanage
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