
The vast majority of the rioters were only interested in looting. Some 

businesses had no connection with Germany or Austria, but malicious 

rumours spread and they were looted. In Exmouth Street, a  

greengrocer’s shop belonging to Mrs Jones, a very good-hearted lady 

who often did charity work, was looted and wrecked for no apparent 

reason. The shop and home of fried fish dealer Thomas Lincoln at 220 

Price Street was also completely smashed up by a mob comprising 

mainly of young women and boys. They looted everything they could 

get their hands on and used tablecloths to carry off stolen goods. Mr 

Lincoln’s shop was attacked because someone said that he had sold 

a fish to a German. Even some private houses were attacked, such as 

the home of Mrs Fuchs at 57 Bidston Avenue. The wrecked shops were 

boarded up and guarded by police. Pubs remained closed all week but 

there was no repetition of the riots and police got to work tracking down 

looters, rioters and people who had assaulted them. Some rioters were 

caught and fined, others were imprisoned for a short time. 

Mr and Mrs Dashley remained in hiding until things died down a bit 

and kept a low profile for the rest of the war. Their suffering seemed so 

unjust as their three patriotic sons all served Great Britain with distinction 

throughout the war. Charles junior served the four years of conflict on 

a number of ships. He was Second Mate on the Glen Carron when it 

was torpedoed in the English Channel. Luckily he survived to carry on 

his service aboard another vessel. Frederick (Fred) served with the 2nd 

Manchester’s 9th battalion in France. He was wounded twice, once  

during the Passchendaele Campaign in October 1917 and again in 

March 1918 when his battalion was sent to stem the German advance 

on the Fifth Army positions. William (Bill) the youngest son, a former 

pupil of the Woodlands School and Birkenhead Institute, joined the 

Merchant Navy as a cadet and sailed aboard the British steamship 

Governor. In March 1917 the notorious German raider Moewe  

attacked and sank the Governor, killing four crewmen and wounding 

ten, including 16-year-old Bill who was hit by gunfire. After this  

encounter Bill was taken to Germany where he remained as a prisoner 

of war until hostilities ended 21 months later. Many other German  

families also suffered bitter injustice, when, even though many had 

sons fighting for Britain, like the Dashleys, they were also targeted.

After the war Charles Dashley reopened his Oxton Road shop and my 

grandparents and his other old friends carried on doing business with 

him as before. In 1932 this well-respected pork butcher died and his 

son Fred took over the shop. Fred sadly died soon after in 1934, so Bill 

took over the business. When the Second World War started in 1939, 

Bill volunteered for the Merchant Navy Reserve. Charles junior was  

already at sea as Captain of the City of Mobile. In June 1940 he  

rescued over 3,500 troops and a number of civilians from St Nazaire, 

France, while under attack from German planes. Not long after the 

successful rescue at St Nazaire, the City of Mobile was sunk by enemy 

aircraft in the Irish Sea between Belfast and Liverpool. Luckily, Captain 

Charles Dashley survived and was later involved in several operations, 

including the evacuation of Allied troops from Crete and the Middle 

East. For his distinguished war service Captain Dashley received the 

OBE in 1942 from the King at Buckingham Palace. As a boy in  

Birkenhead, he was educated at The Woodlands and then at the  

Higher Elementary School in Conway Street. He lived with his wife at  

73 Canning Street, Liverpool, until his death at Sefton General  

Hospital in 1961 aged 68. 

Bill Dashley continued to run the family butchery business in Oxton 

Road until he died in 1979. Shortly after, the shop closed and 85 years 

of trading in Birkenhead by the honest and patriotic Dashley family 

came to an end.

Charles Dashley’s pork butcher shop in Oxton Road, boarded up after being wrecked by rioters.   
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Could you have a 
data breach claim? 
With more and more organisations using computers 

to store and process personal information, concerns 

about the misuse of this data led to the introduction 

of the Data Protection Act in 1998.  The Act establishes 

how your personal information can be used, and how 

it can’t.

If you have suffered damage or distress caused by an 

organisation breaching any part of the Data Protection 

Act, you have a right to claim compensation. 

Contact us today for a confidential  
consultation, free of charge.
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Complete Law, Whitfield Business Hub, 184–200 Pensby Road, Wirral, CH60 7RJ. 
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