
On 24th June 2016, Mike McCarthy wakes 

up to the news that Britain has voted to 

leave the EU. A committed European, he 

is shattered. Over the coming weeks and 

months, he takes a long hard look at  

himself, determined to uncover the reasons 

why this has happened. As he comes to 

terms with the inevitability of Brexit, Mike 

fondly recalls his visits to Europe as a young 

man, the relationships he made, and how 

these moulded his pan-European outlook. 

So, what made Heswall author P.G. 

Ronane write a book about Brexit? “Brexit 

has been called one of the great issues 

of our times.” he says. “Its influence has spread across the Atlantic 

where it influenced last year’s presidential election; Europe, where its 

shock waves affected national elections in Austria, The Netherlands 

and France; and across the world where the overriding feeling is shock 

and surprise. Brexit is the most searched for word on social media and 

hardly a day goes by when I do not hear the word in some context or 

other. Brexit is quite simply, a phenomenon.”

P.G. Ronane chose the novel as a format for his first book, explaining 

that so much academic and journalistic work was being written about 

Brexit that he wanted to try something different. He says: “The book  

is essentially a fictional exploration of British and European identity  

following the referendum which has left a country divided with an  

unsure future ahead. Catch 52 is not a political book as such and 

Brexit is the backdrop to the hopes, recollections, fears and aspirations 

of one man, his family, friends and colleagues. In many ways, it’s a 

mirror image of what’s happening in every home, workplace, café and 

pub up and down the country.”

The narrative is based around Mike McCarthy, a teacher based in 

Liverpool whose life changes because of the EU Referendum result  

and finds himself plunged into a world of political and social media 

comment. As the strategy for Brexit emerges he wonders where his 

future lies and questions his commitment to a cause that appears to 

have polarised and divided his country. The author explores the lingering 

effects of the vote in a witty, entertaining and nostalgic manner.

Will he write a sequel to Catch 52 as the Brexit talks unfold and  

Britain leaves the European Union? “Lots of people have asked me 

that question. So much has happened since the vote and there is so 

much more to come. There is so much uncertainty about Brexit and 

the world in general so I might wait a few years before I embark on a 

sequel; however, I’m sure Brexit will prove to be fertile ground for  

novelists and writers of all persuasions over the coming years.”

After three decades of serving as a police officer in the inner-city 

areas of Liverpool, P.G. Ronane retired and now works as an education 

manager. He lives in Heswall with his family. This is his first book.

Catch 52 is published by Clink Street Publishing and is available from 

all	major	retailers	and	online.	You	can	ind	out	more	on	P	G	Ronane’s	
Author Page: pgronane.com or follow on Twitter @pgronane_author

Catch 52: An everyman’s tale of 

surviving in a post-Brexit world

What do you do when your love affair with 

Europe comes to an undignified end?

Book signing at Linghams.

The McGrath family had owned Dale Farm since 1920. They sold the 

farm at an auction in May 1973 and moved to Bodfari, a village in 

Denbighshire in Wales. The council bought the farm and, until a  

decision was made about what to do with the property, a caretaker  

and his wife moved in so there would be someone living there. The 

farm eventually became the horticulture adult centre it is today.

The caretaker was John, who moved into Dale Farm with his wife 

Diane. They lived in the old holiday chalet, next to the old farmhouse. 

This was a bit spartan, with no bathroom and only an outside toilet. 

However, the sheer pleasure of being able to take great walks across 

the Dales at weekends and seeing the wonderful views more than 

made up for any shortcomings in their house. John remembers seeing 

Lena Callister and her dog and told me what a lovely person he 

thought she was. John and Diane’s own dog was called Sabre. He was 

a sort of guard dog, although he would sometimes wander up Oldfield 

Road and surprise the residents with his affectionate greetings!

John told me that they left Dale Farm when Diane was expecting their 

baby, so their little Dale Farm adventure had to come to an end after 

just 18 months. I was lucky enough to meet them both a few years 

ago at Dale Farm when they came for a visit after 40 odd years away. 

They told me that their short time at the farm was one of their best 

times. They kindly sent me these photos of their time at Dale Farm 

back in 1973. It shows them by the old holiday chalet, which was  

demolished ten years ago to make way for a new extension, which is 

now a big dining area for the day centre. 

I hope you all enjoyed this piece. I had planned to write about when 

the students and everyone moved down the Warrens Nursery and what 

was going on with the building while it was being built, but I’ll write 

about that in another issue. 

 Next issue: The bad winter at Dale Farm in 2009–2010 

Mark Kinnish tells us about 

Dale Farm after the McGrath 

family left in 1973

Heswall Photographic Society’s new season  

started again at the beginning of September.

 If you are looking for a friendly, local  

photographic club then look no further.  

We meet every Friday evening at St Peter’s Centre, 

Lower Heswall Village CH60 0DZ.

We enjoy regular talks by guest and member 

speakers as well as regular competition nights. 

Why not come along one evening and see what we 

do. Visitors of all abilities very welcome. Admission 

fee includes light refreshment.

For more information check out our website  

www.heswallphotosoc.co.uk or find us on Facebook.

Heswall Photographic Society
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