
 

Wine – It’s not just Cabernets 
and Sauvignons
This month I thought I would show you five wines you wouldn’t see in many 

other places, except other independent wine merchants. They are rather 

marvellous and really interesting. With the influence of major supermarkets 

on the wine buying public it’s easy to get bogged down amongst all of 

the Kiwi Sauvignons and Chilean Merlots, especially when they are on 

“offer” for example. Now I am not eschewing supermarket wine, as the 

major multiples have done a great job increasing public awareness of 

wine. However, there does appear to be a dearth of “interesting” wines 

on the shelves these days. This is where independent wine merchants 

and the better of the larger wine merchants come into their own.

So let’s look a little further afield...

Tapiz Torrontes  £14.95

From the great winemaking region of Mendoza in Argentina comes what 

I would term a “wine of two halves”. When you first smell it, the aromatic 

peach and mango fruit is so much to the fore that you think it’s going to 

taste sweet, and whilst the fruit is certainly ripe on the palate, the finish 

is dry. It makes it a perfect partner to Thai green curry.

Agerre Txakoli  £13.95

Pronounced “CHACKOLI”, this wine is from the Basque region of Spain. 

It is light, delicate with citrus and green apple notes and is ever so 

slightly spritzy. This makes for a deliciously entertaining wine. Perfect as 

an aperitif or it will combine nicely with white fish.

Riverby Estate Pinot Gris  £16.95

We have a special place in our hearts for Riverby Estate wines and one 

of our latest additions is the Pinot Gris. This is the same grape as Pinot 

Grigio from Italy, but it is nothing like some of the dry and tasteless Pinot 

Grigios out there. This is much more in the style you would find from 

Pinot Gris from Alsace in France - rich and ripe, with cinnamon, pear 

and nectarine notes abound. It is dry but the nature of the fruit gives it a 

roundness which makes it a wine to be enjoyed both on its own or with 

spicy Asian cuisine.

Eschenhof Holzer Roter Veltliner  £15.95

A cousin to the Gruner Veltliner grape, this grape from Austria has a pink 

tinge to the skins which with minimal skin contact prior to fermentation 

gives a lovely copper tinge to the wine. It is dry, but like the Pinot Gris it 

is also ripe and spicy, with melon, pear and cinnamon notes. The acidity 

is there for balance and this is a very moreish wine. Works wonderfully 

with cured meats.

Garzon Tannat  £16.95

Tannat is historically a French grape, being the main protagonist in 

Madiran wines of South West France. These are usually tough and harsh 

wines which need many years to open up. However, this Tannat is from 

Uruguay where it has found its spiritual home, much like Malbec in  

Argentina and Carmenere in Chile. This is a full-bodied, spicy, black  

fruited wine with smooth tannins and a long finish. Perfect with a steak.

That’s all for this month. Remember to drink well but drink responsibly.

ByGrahamSimpson,Whitmore&White

W NE COLUMN

Win a meal for four 
with a bottle of wine 
at Silk Rd in Heswall

Heswall Magazine has teamed up with Silk Rd to offer a fantastic prize. 

One lucky winner will win a meal for four people including a bottle of 

wine. For your chance to win, answer the following question:

When refurbishing the restaurant, how many 
metres of rope did we use to wrap six pillars  
and a winding staircase handrail? 

Send your answer by email to: chris@silkrd.co.uk 

or by post to: Silk Rd, 166 Telegraph Rd, Heswall, Wirral CH60 0AH

Closing date Friday 10th November 2017. Maximum value including wine £150. 

Remember to include your full address, date of birth and contact number.

The League of Friends was founded on 17th February 1982 and is 

registered with the Charity Commission, number 512345. The charity 

runs a retail shop in Arrowe Park Hospital, which is staffed by four paid 

staff and approximately 60 unpaid volunteers. These volunteers range 

in age from sixth form students through to retirees. 

A wide range of items can be found on sale, for example, confectionary, 

drinks, sandwiches and snacks, ice cream, stationery, toiletries, 

postage stamps, gifts and cards. All profits from the shop go back to 

the hospital to help to improve the care it provides to the patients of 

Wirral and beyond. Shop opening hours are: Monday to Friday 9am to 

7.30pm, Saturday 9am to 4pm, Sunday 1pm to 4pm

Over the past 35 years we have provided over £3.25 million by 

way of grants to the hospital for the provision of patient comfort and 

the purchase of medical equipment. Decisions on grant applications 

are made at a monthly meeting of committee members. Below are 

examples of some of the grants we have given to Arrowe Park Hospital 

during 2017 alone:

Videoconferencing equipment for X-ray Department – £34,000

Ultrasound machine for IV Access – £11,400

Two bladder scanners, Wards 17 & 26 – £15,352 

ECG machine for Children’s Emergency Department – £5,377

Treadmill for Physio – £5,000

Two high-flow oxygen meters for Neonatal Unit – £5,170 

Anti-glare window screening for Acute Medical Unit – £4,000

One paediatric cot – £3,000

Two coffee machines for relatives attending A&E – £3,050

Dynamo mattresses for Ward 22 – £3,500

Installation of privacy doors and seating for Intensive Care Unit – £3,200

Four foetal heart monitors for Maternity Unit – £2,000

The League has also, for many years, paid £600 per annum for  

entertainment for the children’s ward.

With a shop as busy as ours we are always interested in 

recruiting more volunteers so if you feel you can help us in any 

way, please either pop in for a chat or call the shop manager Ian 

Fenna on 0151 604 7744.

Arrowe Park Hospital 
League of Friends
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