
Fortunately the heritage value of the red sandstone houses and walls 

which give Heswall its special character is now recognised and the two 

Conservation Areas provide protection. The demolition of Elder Cottage 

in Village Road provided the impetus to form the Heswall Society in 

1953, and we regret the loss of the Old Smithy in Dawstone Road,  

now replaced by housing in Sandstone Walk.

We feel it is important to keep alive the memories of all these lost 

buildings which were once such an important part of Heswall, especially 

for newcomers who have no way of knowing they ever existed. For this 

reason we prepared a book, Heswall Through Time, which contains  

photos of old buildings along with the modern day photos of the same 

site (available in local bookshops and the Lower Village newsagents). 

We were very pleased by the reception this book received. In comparing 

the old and new pictures, we made two key observations about issues 

that show how much Heswall has changed. 

Firstly, in the early 20th century there were hardly any trees or  

buildings in the elevated part of Heswall and the big institutional  

buildings stood out prominently on the skyline. The lack of trees was 

due to the fact that the land was originally heathland grazed by sheep 

and cattle which kept the vegetation under control. Of course, the huge 

tracts of heathland and farmland that characterised the views from the 

church tower in the early 20th century are now replaced by a vista of 

houses, except where the original heathland has been preserved on 

The Dales and the Beacons. Houses such as Hill House, whose location 

was chosen for the unobscured panoramic views, are now surrounded 

by woodland, and the Beacons have become mainly wooded. There is a 

constant struggle to preserve the Dales in their original heather-covered 

heathland state. How many people drive past the remains of the very 

impressive Gayton Windmill in Telegraph Road without realising it is 

there because of all the trees obscuring it? This increased tree cover 

made replicating the early pictures very challenging, but the abundance 

of trees is, of course, now part of the modern charm of Heswall. 

The second issue, which also made replicating those early pictures 

difficult, is the enormous increase in traffic. Many of these old  

photographs were taken in the middle of the road when there would 

only have been an occasional horse-drawn carriage or cyclist to  

contend with. To take our pictures from the same positions was  

extremely hazardous due to non-stop traffic, especially along Telegraph 

Road. And cars have become much wider – pictures of Telegraph  

Road in the 1950s show cars parked on both sides, with plenty of  

room for traffic to flow in each direction. This is hard to imagine  

nowadays with all the double yellow lines, and in any case it would  

not be possible to fit four cars of modern dimensions across the road 

and keep traffic flowing freely.

We have covered many other topics in our articles, including schools, 

doctors, the railways, the war memorial and the members of the armed 

forces from Heswall lost in First World War, the origin of the street 

names, Gayton Windmill, Dawstone Park, the houses and families living 

in ‘Gents Road’ (now Thurstaston and Telegraph Road), and how some 

of the modern roads came into being. Our articles on shops are always 

very popular, as these bring back childhood memories for readers. 

We have many plans for future articles. The Heswall Society has been 

donated a scrapbook left as a legacy by Daphne Wright, who died 

recently aged 92. This contained press cuttings from a Heswall gossip 

column in the Chester Chronicle, written by Daphne’s uncle William F 

Young	between	1904	and	1906.	These	provide	an	intimate	view	of	life	
in Heswall that will provide an excellent source for future articles. We 

would like to cover the geology of Heswall and the quarries which  

operated here, but this will require much more research. There are 

many interesting stories contained in the local newspapers from the  

last 150 years which we hope to bring to light in our articles.

We welcome suggestions for future topics and are always interested  

in any additional information, documents or pictures our readers  

can provide.

Watch this space!

Submitted by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com or 0151 

342 9269) on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was established in 1953 “for the 

public benefit to conserve the heritage of the Ward of Heswall”. For more details of 

membership and activities please call Roger Lane or visit theheswallsociety.org.uk  
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