
Eight years ago when we were asked to write about local history for the 

new Heswall Magazine, we had no idea that this would lead to such a 

long relationship and result in 50 of our articles being published.  

We shared our interest in the local history of Heswall through our  

membership of the Heswall Society, which has done so much to  

preserve the historical character and heritage of Heswall. 

Jenny is a lifetime resident of Heswall and has always had an interest 

in its history. She taught local history studies in Heswall Primary School, 

where she was a teacher for 37 years. Her involvement with so many 

generations of schoolchildren and their parents has given her a deep 

knowledge of the lives of many of the inhabitants of Heswall and their 

family histories. She has written a history of the school up to the time 

it moved from its site on the Puddydale in 1982. She was Chairman of 

the Heswall Society 1996–2000.

Roger developed a passionate interest in the local history of Heswall 

while researching the history of his house and its previous occupants. 

Trained as a PhD chemist, he enjoys applying his research skills in this 

completely different field of study. He leads the Local History Group of 

the Heswall Society. Roger is an avid collector of old photographs,  

maps and paintings of Heswall.

As very much amateur historians, we learnt an enormous amount as 

we wrote the articles; we benefitted from the feedback we obtained 

from readers, and also from the occasional corrections. It was  

fascinating to trace the history of Heswall from the mention of  

‘Eswelle’ and ‘Gaitone’ in the Domesday Book, through the turbulent 

lives of the Norman knights who owned Heswall, who were succeeded 

by the Glegg and Davenport families, the former building Gayton Hall. 

Oldfield Farm was another of the old halls we researched – the last 

home of Sir Roland Stanley, who died there in 1614 at the grand age  

of 96 after a very eventful life. Through the Heswall Society we arranged 

a very successful open day in Oldfield Farm, enjoying the enormous 

hospitality of Mary and Peter Johnson. We described the fascinating 

history of Pensby Hall built in 1668 and also arranged a very successful 

open day there, due to the kindness and enthusiasm of Dr and Mrs 

Dean. We have not yet found any information about ‘Far Hall’, the other 

old hall of Heswall, the site of which is now occupied by Farr Hall Drive.

The Lower Village has provided an endless source of material starting 

with the oldest building in Heswall – St Peter’s Church, with its tower 

dating from the 14th century. The inscriptions on the gravestones 

dating back to 1728 have provided information on the old families of 

Heswall, and we have been greatly aided by the Family History Society 

of Cheshire who have recorded details of every inscription. We also have 

earlier details of all the baptisms, marriages and burials in the Parish 

of Heswall from 1599, which will form the subject of a future article. 

We have described the lives of the rectors of Heswall from 1300 and 

recounted the tumultuous events of the Great Storm of 1875 which 

destroyed St Peter’s Church. Further articles on the Lower Village have 

covered the farms – especially farmer Henry Totty – the Post Office and 

other shops, wartime bombing, wells, inns and hotels. We were amazed 

when the Lambe family showed us a model of the Lower Village they 

found in their garage loft. It was as if all the old pictures and maps 

we had studied individually had come to life. It was produced by two 

14-year-old schoolboys in the 1970s, guided by Cannon Lee who was 

a renowned authority on the history of Heswall. This model has been 

widely displayed and admired and is now safely stored in Heswall Hall.

We have described the huge institutional buildings in Heswall which 

were built to take advantage of the healthy fresh air and fine views, 

providing a stark contrast to the smoke and pollution of Liverpool. The 

Royal Liverpool Children’s Hospital and the Cleaver Sanatorium offered 

open-air wards to maximise exposure to sea breezes, the only treatment 

then available for tuberculosis. The Akbar was built as a Nautical 

Reform School, replacing a training ship of the same name which was 

moored in the Mersey. Discipline in the school was harsh, and we 

recounted how Winston Churchill as Home Secretary commissioned a 

public enquiry into allegations of maltreatment. The Boys’ Club in Broad 

Lane was the temporary home of the Akbar until the main buildings 

in Oldfield Drive were constructed, and later became a holiday camp 

for the Liverpool Boys’ Association. There was a Girls’ Orphanage in 

Heswall Castle – a large castellated private residence enjoying views 

across both the Dee and Mersey on an elevated location now occupied 

by Castle Buildings, None of these buildings still exist, but their memory 

is perpetuated in the names of roads and housing estates, and in the 

case of the Children’s Hospital, the large clock in the facade of the 

Tesco supermarket, which now occupies the site, is a reminder of the 

original clock (which was, however, much larger). 

Many of the fine houses in Heswall built by wealthy merchants  

escaping the pollution and crowding of Liverpool and enjoying  

stupendous views, have suffered the same fate as the institutional 

buildings. They were demolished when the cost of labour to tend large 

houses and gardens became too burdensome, and the building boom 

and resulting steep increase in land values made redevelopment  

irresistible. We are fortunate that The Cave in Thurstaston Road, Hill 

House (Jug and Bottle) and Gayton Hall still survive, but we have lost 

The Roscote, Cama (The Knap), Dinglefield, Craigiebarns, Strathallan, 

Thornhill, Moorland House, and Dawpool Hall. We have written articles 

on The Roscote, Thornhill and Dawpool Hall and are collecting  

material on Cama and the other houses. We would be very grateful for 

any information that readers can supply on these.
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