
Welcome to the 50th issue of Heswall Magazine. Our first issue 

in 2009 consisted of 32 pages and the size of this publication 

shows the progress we have made over the last eight years.

My background is as an artworker – I had worked for a number of 

advertising and design agencies across the North West before taking 

redundancy and becoming a freelancer in 2007. The idea for this 

magazine came about when I visited a magazine in Alderley Edge  

with a view to producing their publication (it came to nothing!).  

But, as a local resident who loves where I live, it got me thinking – 

would something similar would work for the Heswall area? After some 

research I decided there was a gap in the market – Wirral Champion 

was distributing less and less and other publications seemed to be 

more about ‘lifestyle’ than the life of our local area.

I felt that the area could not sustain a monthly publication, so 

decided to publish bi-monthly. With my father on board as salesman, 

we contacted local societies for content and businesses regarding 

advertising. The very first advertiser to sign up was Cain of Heswall 

(thanks Andrew!) and they still now advertise a couple of times a year. 

The first issue was produced in August 2009 and contained, among 

other things, a welcome from the Mayor, an article on Heswall-born 

John Peel and a look at Heswall Castle. Feedback quickly told us that 

people were really interested in the history of the area and that is very 

much a theme we continue to this day.

Sadly my father passed away unexpectedly in December 2009.  

Despite the obvious upheaval, I decided to continue with the magazine. 

Soon after, I was contacted by Mike who has looked after sales ever 

since. I am sure many of you know him from around Heswall. Mike is 

a real character, and I thank him for his help over the years.

I can’t let this issue pass without also thanking those people who 

have helped and supported us over the years. Firstly our advertisers. 

We have enjoyed continued support from so many of you and hope 

the magazine has helped your businesses flourish. It seems unfair 

to single out any, but I have to say special thanks to some who have 

been with us since the early days and continue to advertise today: 

Peter Lea Skip Hire, Bathrooms & Wetrooms, architects-direct.com, 

Broadway Vets, Wirral Estate Planning, Cato Crane Auctioneers and 

Irby Motors. We have been lucky over the years as I can count the 

bad debtors on one hand. Unlike some other magazines we do not 

ask for any payment up front and orders are placed on trust.

We have received hundreds of contributions and photographs over 

the years from readers and local societies. Particular thanks go to 

Jenny and Roger from the Heswall Society who have contributed an 

article to every single issue. I know these articles are enjoyed by so 

many readers and a massive amount of research goes into each 

and every one. Other contributors I must mention are local historian 

Greg Dawson who has contributed many articles of considerable local 

interest, John Crane for his unique look at the auction world, Fitness 

Queen Hayley Lundy for her regular column and Mark Kinnish for his 

pieces on Dale Farm. There are so many more I just don’t have the 

space to mention, but massive thanks to you all.

Thanks also to Smart Distribution and their team of local walkers 

who look after distribution to 16,000 homes and businesses every 

other month. We have the highest distribution of any Wirral magazine  

and it is completed in all sorts of weather. I must also mention Jo 

from LastWord who proofreads every single article (including this 

one!). As you can imagine, contributions can be of varying standard 

but she always manage to tidy them up and make useful suggestions. 

I take pride in the quality of our editorial and hopefully the mistakes in 

print are minimal.

That is just about all I have to say, but finally, our thanks to you the 

reader. We really welcome your contributions and feedback. If there is 

anything you would like us to feature, please let us know and we will 

do our best over the next 50 issues!

Jon Bion, Editor

50 Not out
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