
Brian Horrocks (who had a television series I 

seem to just about remember?). These items 

do have a commercial value and can do very 

well in auction.

Valuation days are always full of surprises and 

I am always pleased to see the unexpected 

which is often very varied! On Saturday 26 

August we will be holding our 26th Annual 

Liverpool Beatles Auction at the Philharmonic 

The September Fine Art Auction will be  

interesting to attend as we have many  

exceptionally fine entries of good ceramics, 

pictures and silver, together with some finely 

made furniture. The jewellery sections for the 

October and November auctions are looking 

good too, so, if you don’t wear it, sell it at the 

best time of the year!

Some items may not appeal to all people, 

but there is nothing wrong with a bit of  

wartime nostalgia. Our Wirral office researcher 

recently was consulted by a client who brought 

in letters and photographs written and signed 

by Field Marshal Montgomery and General Sir 

Hall. Included will be this amateur snapshot 

taken at Torquay in 1967 of John Lennon  

with Neil Aspinall on his left during a break in 

filming the Magical Mystery Tour, which was 

not very well received by the critics. A lucky 

shot by the photographer as it will make  

hopefully over £500 at the auction. A good 

return on a quick decision! Beatles autographs 

and signed photos are still bringing good  

results, but pre-1963 are the best years.

 Finally, at one church talk a few years ago I 

asked for questions from my audience and one 

person who was a bit gruff, or maybe more 

forthright than I am, said: “All the stuff you 

talk about, are they not just silly trinkets for 

rich people?” (Well, I did ask for questions!) 

He then asked: “What do poor people have in 

their houses?” I had to think quickly to nip in 

the bud what may have become a difficult  

few minutes as he seemed to be making a 

somewhat serious point. I then recalled the 

poor, austere, cold bedroom in the Wales of 

my childhood with the faded embroidered  

religious texts in dusty brown frames. I had 

one chance to diffuse the situation!

I seized the moment and replied: “Being 

rich does not make you special or better, Sir.” 

And then I quoted Job: “Coral and jasper are 

not worth a mention; the price of wisdom is 

beyond rubies.” “A first-rate answer,” he said, 

and calmly sat down. My questioner later told 

me he had been a vicar in the poorest part of 

the East End of London for 35 years and could 

not stop remembering the poverty there. Thank 

goodness for Welsh Gloomy Bedrooms!

I am always pleased to appraise high-quality 

items on Fridays in Heswall or at our auction 

rooms in Liverpool where my colleagues will 

give you good service every time. I have  

several talks planned for the autumn in Wirral 

and they are always a pleasure to present. 

Please visit me in Heswall, follow us on 

Twitter @catocrane or on Facebook Cato 

Crane Auctioneers, or our website CatoCrane.

co.uk – or do it the old-fashioned but nice way 

and phone me on 0151 342 2321. If I don’t 

answer, please leave a message as I do a lot 

of driving every day! Thank you for reading and 

Happy Antique Hunting to everyone.

From Monty to Horrocks

John Lennon snapshot £500?

C19th Chinese Silk Court Painting 

Meiji Vases
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