
After several successful years as the Heswall Arts Festival, in 2016 

the organisers answered requests to extend our activities further 

into Wirral and so our new name was born. We thought maybe 

two or three events would happen elsewhere in that first year, but 

twelve other villages chose to join in the fun and host days or  

evenings with events from barn dancing to ballroom dancing and 

many other eclectic subjects. Heswall should be very proud for 

founding and leading the way for this unique two-week Festival. 

Now we can give you some advance information for 2017. Our 

dates are Saturday 30 September until Saturday 14 October and 

event details will be added to www.wirralartsfestival.co.uk as soon 

as we collect them. Programme booklets will be available during 

September, magazines will carry some articles and various posters, 

and flyers will appear on noticeboards and in our shops – do keep 

a look out. 

Favourites are returning, but please do note that Opening Night 

this year (Saturday 30 September) will be Folk Night with a  

celebration of songs and music in Heswall Hall and dancing with  

the local English Folk Dance and Song Society in Victoria Hall 

Bebington. The Closing Night (Saturday 14 October) will be with  

Edward Peak and Orchestra dell’Arte bringing a fabulous  

programme including Gershwin’s Rhapsody in Blue, some music 

you may recognise from The Apprentice, Suppé’s ‘Light Cavalry 

Overture’ and then closing our Festival in a very traditional musical 

way, you can sing or clap if you wish! It will be great fun.

The organisers of our special days (Science, Engineering and 

Law), are planning talks with high-calibre expert speakers in Heswall 

Hall as usual, so we expect good attendance at all of these. The 

Three Choirs, Exordium and Peninsula Jazz all return, plus George 

the Poet, Rob Keeley and other favourites. Linghams are hosting 

several excellent literary events, which will no doubt be a sellout. 

We hope to bring you some Tap Dancing, Classical Guitar, Open Mic 

at the Jonny Pye… and this is just in Heswall!

Visual art features again – this time in two very different exhibitions. 

Visit Gladstone Hall in Burton on Saturday 7 October for the Manor 

Gatehouse Exhibition, and the Williamson Art Gallery for the Wirral 

Society of Arts 8th Open Exhibition. You can expect very high-quality 

exhibits at both of these; so don’t forget to bring your cash or 

cheques in case you are tempted to buy. 

Our programmes and website will tell you more nearer the time, 

but please get ready to support your Festival, come and volunteer 

to help the organisers, tell your friends and neighbours, buy your 

tickets and generally have a fabulous two weeks.

Wirral Arts Festival
returns this autumn

To celebrate the start of the Wirral Arts Festival

30th September 2017

SWING ERA
A 15 Piece Swing Band

at he Johnny Pye from 4pm

Castle singers have just celebrated their 23rd year of singing to raise 

money for local charities. In that time they have raised over £50,000 

for the good causes they have supported.

The choir has a mixed group of over 50 singers and they perform a 

wide repertoire of songs from opera to pop, sacred to humorous, so 

that their concerts can be enjoyed by all. They rehearse every Monday 

at 7.45pm at the United Reform Church in Heswall and would  

welcome newcomers interested in joining.

Clatterbridge Hospitals League of Friends

The League was founded on 1st February 1954 and is registered with 

the Charity Commission, number 218703. The League is the only 

charity which helps both hospital trusts on the Clatterbridge site.

Most people are aware of the Clatterbridge Cancer Centre (CCC 

Trust), which is rightly famed for its work in treating cancers using 

radiotherapy and chemotherapy treatments. However, fewer are aware 

of the General Hospital on the Clatterbridge site which is operated 

by Wirral University Teaching Hospital Trust (WUTH). The latter Trust 

provides a full range of services, including the Wirral Breast Clinic, 

Dermatology, Stroke Rehabilitation, Day Case and Elective Surgery 

Units, Physiotherapy, The Wirral Limb Centre, and treatment of sensory 

deprived children. Over the past 60 plus years we have provided over 

£1,300,000 to the hospitals by way of grants for the provision of  

patient amenity facilities and the purchase of medical equipment. 

Below are some recent examples of grants we have given to the Trusts:

Playroom for Children with Cancer – £45,000

Play and Learning equipment for Sensory Deprived Children – £15,000

Ultrasound Equipment for Breast Clinic – £40,000

Probe and Monitor for Breast Clinic – £12,000

Four ECG machines – £5,000 each

Light Cabinet for Dermatology unit – £16,000

Wheelchairs and Uneven floor tiles for Limb Centre – £2,000

Sensory garden for Stroke Rehabilitation Unit – £15,000

The League does not have any paid employees and is run by a  

committee of unpaid volunteers. We keep operating expenses (insurance, 

printing, postage etc.), to a minimum and undertake our own  

fundraising. We do benefit from donations and an occasional legacy.

The Concert

On Friday 22nd September Castle Singers will be performing at 

Heswall Hall in support of the Clatterbridge Hospitals League of 

Friends. Tickets are priced at £8.00, which includes a programme 

and interval refreshments. Tickets can be purchased from Linghams 

Bookshop in Heswall, or by calling 342 9264 or 608 3810. Do please 

come along and enjoy our concert.

Castle singers to perform a 

concert in aid of the Clatterbridge 

Hospitals League of Friends
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