
had nits, they refused to have him and shut the door. Another lad was 

accused of stealing and was turfed out of a house in Fishers Lane. In 

July 1940, Mr Broster bought a little wooden bungalow in Meols and 

he and son Don took it all the way to Talacre by horse and cart, to be 

used a holiday chalet. When they got back home, Don found that more 

unfortunate children had been taken in at Caves Farm. Eventually Mr 

and Mrs Broster took in seven lads. Caves Farm was quite a large  

working farm; the young refugees loved living there and were a great 

help. Mr and Mrs Broster also temporarily took in bombed-out children 

from Wallasey. One night their son Tom was on his way home from 

working at Lairds Shipyard when he was approached by a couple who 

got off the bus in Irby Village and were looking for lodgings. They had 

been bombed out of Wallasey and just wanted to get out of town and 

away from the bombing. Tom took the couple home and his parents put 

them up at Caves Farm for a few weeks.

One of the Guernsey lads staying with the Brosters was Hector  

Rosamund who had two older brothers, Bert and Ken, serving in the 

British Navy. When they were on leave they used to come to Irby and 

bring shipmate Reggie Kenwood who was an orphan and had no home 

of his own or family to spend his leave with. The Broster family put 

them up also. Reggie was eventually promoted to Petty Officer, sadly 

he was killed at Anzio when his ship, HMS Penelope was sunk. As the 

years passed, some young Guernsey lads became old enough to serve 

in the forces and signed up for the Navy. After five long years the  

Channel Islands were free of the German yoke. Guernsey was liberated 

30th June 1945. The Channel Island of Sark was the last German  

Second World War outpost to surrender.

After the war, a few people left Irby, including Pembertons, the village 

butchers who emigrated to Rhodesia, and the children from Guernsey 

who returned home. Mrs Broster and her son Don were invited over to 

Guernsey for a reunion with the refugees and to stay with the family of 

Charlie Pinchemain, one of the seven lads they had taken in. They were 

made very welcome by the Pinchemain family who worked on farms and 

market gardens. Back in 1940, when the Germans landed in Guernsey, 

one family of market gardeners stacked tomato boxes all around and on 

top of their Model T Ford car to save it from being commandeered by 

the Wehrmacht. The Germans never found it and when Mrs Broster and 

Don went over in 1946, Mrs Pinchemain was busy stacking boxes of 

tomatoes in it for delivery, just as she had done before the invasion. 

This summer (2017), Don Broster’s daughter Shelley went over to 

Guernsey for a holiday and met Charlie Pinchemain who is now 87 and 

is the last of the seven Guernsey lads who spent the war years with the 

Broster family at Caves Farm. 

Irby Village Hall, where the Guernsey children went to school. The Hall has been extended 

as can be seen in this picture taken 2017. A plaque in the doorway reminds us that 

The Beatles played here in 1962. 

Irby Village as it looked during the war when the Guernsey children stayed there. 

The far whitewashed building looking up the centre of the road is the Prince of Wales Inn.
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Whether you are facing divorce, separation, domestic abuse 

or other family law issues, we can help you through what can 

often be a distressing and confusing time. 

Our experienced family law solicitors provide sound,  

practical advice while keeping emotional and financial  

costs to a minimum.
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Complete Law, Whitfield Business Hub, 184–200 Pensby Road, Wirral, CH60 7RJ. 
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