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Our audited distribution, door-to-door
to over 16,000 homes and businesses,
is the largest of any Wirral magazine.
Welcome to the February 2020 edition of Heswall Magazine –
a bi-monthly publication dedicated to Heswall and district.
The magazine is circulated free to homes in Heswall, Gayton,
Pensby, Thingwall, Barnston, Brimstage, Irby, Thurstaston,
Caldy and Thornton Hough. That’s a guaranteed circulation
of 16,000 homes and businesses. Additional copies are also
available free of charge from Aldi in Heswall, Heswall Library
and selected retailers, bars and other outlets.
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Owner Gary Usher addresses some
recent issues at his Burnt Truffle
restaurant on Telegraph Road…

Car dealers who care
If you’re selling a car or buying a car, check out all
we can offer you now, then contact us. The chances
are we have exactly what you’re looking for.

At the end of last year, one of my restaurants, Burnt Truffle, had a
routine inspection by Environmental Health. This is a standard procedure
for all food businesses, usually done once a year. We received a score
of 1/5, with the major concern being our incomplete Food Safety
manual. Each restaurant has to have one and it contains all practices
and procedures. Ours was only half filled in. Without it being filled in
properly, it understandably gave the Environmental Health Officer cause
for concern.
The photos and details of the report show neglect on my part. As the
owner of Burnt Truffle it is my responsibility to create and maintain a
non-hazardous environment. I clearly failed to do so. The images and
details do not make me proud. I have paid for a reinspection of Burnt
Truffle from Environmental Health because I believe every single detail
has now been rectified and the Food Safety manual is completed and
up to date in compliance with the Food Standards Agency. Elite Bistros
has already been working with Shield Safety for the last 18 months.
They are a company who do food safety inspections and advise us where
improvements are necessary. I will make it my duty moving forward to
be more personally involved in their reports and recommendations.
While not wanting to make excuses, I would just like to clarify a couple
of media issues. The article in the Liverpool Echo was headlined “Top
restaurant’s shame of mouldy freezer and stinking water”. The freezer in
question was not in the kitchen – it was in a garage waiting to be taken
to the tip. Also, it was empty and switched off and had been so for 6
months. This was in fact stated in the report. I quote: “Double stainless
steel freezer in the staff changing area; this freezer was unplugged and
there was no stock stored in the freezer. However there was evidence of
mould accumulations inside the unit and there was a foul smell coming
from the equipment when the door was opened.” The ‘stinking water’
was due to an issue with the drains coming into all three premises on
our row. Welsh Water was notified months ago and they were already,
and still are, dealing with it – it’s totally out of our control. I’d also like
to explain the “cross contamination” aspect of the report. This referred
to the way we were keeping pasteurised and unpasteurised cheeses in
the same area. It also referred to us not having separate blending jugs
for raw and cooked foods. In the report it was “strongly advised” that
we have separate jugs, so we now have two in all of our restaurants.
As you can no doubt imagine, the kitchen at Burnt Truffle has never
looked better. In my honest opinion the food has never been so good.
We have improved the terrace by adding a heated dining area and are
looking forward to seeing all our guests enjoying it in the spring.
To the people of Heswall I’d just like to take this opportunity to say my
commitment to Burnt Truffle and to the area hasn’t changed. Please
rest assured that this whole process has motivated us to be more
aware. The last few weeks have been a terrible time for us and the way
we have been portrayed in the North West print media has resulted
in numerous threats to our business across all forms of social media.
Please have confidence in us once again and I am grateful to Heswall
Magazine for offering me the opportunity to write this.
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If you’re looking for an MOT, servicing or repairs,
look no further. We’ll even collect your car and drop it off for you later!

Give us a call on 0151 648 5488
9 Mill Hill Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 4UB

Visit our new website
www.irbymotor.co.uk

The Importance of an LPA for Health and Welfare
Maxine Phillips, a paralegal specialising
in Wills, Trusts & Probate at Jackson
Lees’ Heswall office, outlines how
important a Health and Welfare Lasting
Power of Attorney (LPA) can be in the
case example below (names have been
changed to protect anonymity).
My client, Ann, who suffers from dementia,
had a minor fall while visiting her daughter
Carol. As Ann was in considerable pain
and unable to stand, Carol telephoned for
an ambulance.

Maxine Phillips

Upon being taken to hospital, and following
assessment, Ann had her hips x-rayed for
potential breaks. Carol was advised that
Ann had suffered no break to the hips but
would be kept in for a few days as she was
unable to weight bear, stand or transfer
from chair to bed without pain.

Carol visited Ann on a daily basis and noted that there seemed to be no
improvement in her condition. Carol had provided the hospital staff with a
copy of Ann’s LPA for Health and Welfare on her admittance.
A few days later, Carol received a telephone call and was advised that
Ann was medically fit for discharge. However, Ann’s condition had only
improved marginally – and she was still in considerable pain, particularly
when transferring into bed. Carol refused to give consent for Ann to be
released home.
On her daily visits, Carol continued to voice her concerns to staff at the
hospital but, despite this, received a further two telephone calls to discuss
Ann’s release.
As Ann continued to have difficulty, Carol spoke to the doctor on the ward
and insisted that further tests were done before she would consent for
release. Because Ann had an LPA for Health and Welfare in place, Carol’s
request could not be ignored and, somewhat reluctantly, a CT scan was
organised for Ann.

The CT scan confirmed that while it was correct that Ann had suffered no
hip breakage, she had, however, sustained pelvic fractures as a result of
the original fall and these had gone unrecorded.
It had taken nine days for Ann to receive the correct diagnosis; the
additional CT scan had only been made at Carol’s insistence, because
she held the LPA for Health and Welfare for Ann. Had Carol followed the
original advice, which was to take Ann home and encourage her to walk, a
further fall could have led to more, potentially catastrophic, damage.
Following the new diagnosis, Ann was reassessed and ultimately transferred
to a local nursing home for six weeks rehabilitation care, paid for by the
NHS, where she received daily physiotherapy to help her regain her mobility.
Without the registered LPA for Health and Welfare, the outcome could have
been very different!
If you would like to talk to one of our specialist advisers about the
difference a Health and Welfare LPA could make to you and those in
your life, please call us free on 0808 256 4659 (also free to call from
mobiles) or email enquiry@jacksonlees.co.uk, or visit our website
www.jacksonlees.co.uk

What Jackson Lees can do for you…
• We offer free half-hour appointments for anyone who wishes to
find out more about our services
• Heswall office is open on a Saturday (book for an appointment)
• Four local offices to choose from:
–  Heswall 0151 909 8185
–  Hoylake 0151 909 8183
–  Birkenhead 0151 909 8186
–  Liverpool 0151 909 2184
• We also offer assistance if you are in a dispute regarding inheritance
• We offer free safe storage of any Will
• We can register your Will on Certainty’s national Wills database
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T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design,
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke
bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

Tiling And Plumbing Services
TELEPHONE: 0151 342 2564 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

Marc Norman
Painting and Decorating

• Interior and exterior
• Wallpaper hanging
• Wood varnishing
• Three generation family business
• Hand painted kitchens and furniture
• Free estimates
• Reliable and friendly service

Tel: 0151 336 6326
Mob: 07960 318960
All work carried out to the highest quality

The Northern
Rhythm Big Band
play ‘Sinatra’
Fancy a night of Sinatra and Big Band? The 17-piece
Northern Rhythm Big band returns to Heswall Hall on 20th
March 2020 after the success of their sell out concert in
March 2019. The concert entitled ‘Sinatra’ will feature
many of the hits made famous by the legendary singer.
The Band specialises in the best of the Big band charts
made famous by the likes of Glenn Miller, Count Basie,
Duke Ellington and many more. The band also features two
fabulous vocalists in Andy Bayley and Laura Steventon.
Andy specialises in Rat Pack hits and in particular Frank
Sinatra as well as more contemporary singers like Harry
Connick Jr. and Michael Buble. Laura has been with the
band since its inception and she brings her beautiful singing
style shaped by her experience in big band and operatics.
The band was formed in 2015 by trumpet player Mark
White who has amassed many of the finest Big Band players
around to form this wonderful and exciting band.
Friday 20th March at Heswall Hall promises to be another
great night featuring the songs of Frank Sinatra as well as
some Big Band classics.
Tickets are £12.00 and are available by phoning Mark
White on 0151 6487212.
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From changing a light fitting to a full rewire
Inspection certificates (EICR)
NICEIC Registered Approved Contractor based in Heswall

Call Ross for free estimate

07779 55 44 33 / 0151 648 8225
www.alphaelectrician.co.uk
Small jobs welcome

VISIT US AT OUR NEW PREMISES
31 Milner Road, Heswall CH60 5RT
Telephone 0151 342 4086

Is unwanted golf equipment
taking up space in your house?
Cash paid
for new &
used Clubs,
Bags and
GPS.

The average golfer will have accumulated plenty of unwanted
equipment in their house or shed over the years, and the
majority will never see the light of day again!
With Oakmont Golf it’s easy to turn these items into cash.
With years of experience in the professional game, we can quickly
assess the value of your equipment and make you an offer.
We’ll even collect it from you free of charge.

OAKMONT
GOLF LTD
Contact us now for a valuation on 07827 320234
or email oakmontgolfltd@outlook.com

Heswall Gospel Hall

Domestic and Commercial • Over 30 Years Experience
Interior and Exterior • Free Estimates

0151 342 7898 or 07775 997800
mike.moore59@btinternet.com
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Preparations are being
made for the demolition of
the Gospel Hall, which has
occupied a prominent
position on the hill in
Pensby Road for almost
one hundred years. In
early 2020, it is due to be
removed and replaced with
low-cost housing.
The Gospel Hall was built
in 1924 by Mr Charles
Peers – a local builder and
a Christian gentleman.
He and his fellow Christians had previously met in a room above a
printer’s business on Pensby Road. They outgrew these premises and
so the Gospel Hall was built.
Mr Peers was a quality house builder, with many of his properties
standing today as a testimony to the excellence of the workmanship. He
was complimented by Sir Winston Churchill and Mr Harold McMillan,
both of whom eventually went on to become Prime Minister.
Perhaps some older readers may remember that Heswall had a castle
in the town centre. Heswall Castle, also known as Tytherington’s Folly,
was built about 1870 at the corner of The Mount and Telegraph Road.
lt was demolished in 1935. Panelling, believed to have come from the
Castle, was installed in some of the rooms in the Gospel Hall.1
During the late 1950s and the 1960s there were over 100
Christians meeting regularly in the Gospel Hall: brothers Charles and
Ernest Peers and their families, as well as the wives and families of
Mr Bunnagar, a retired police officer, Doctor Sewell – a local GP who
also served with the Blood Transfusion Service, and Mr John Wright. Mr
Wright was still attending when the Gospel Hall closed in March 2018.
The Gospel Hall closed because the congregation had shrunk and the
remaining members were advanced in age.
1

Yesterday’s Wirral no. 6. lan & Marylin Houmphrey

Heswall Horse Show 1935–1958
by Jenny McRonald and Roger Lane
hours, which drew a large crowd. Mr A B Wallis of Barnston Towers,
once co-owner of Blackers Liverpool, was chairman that year.
There was also a display of Danish Gymnastics by the team from
Birkenhead YMCA.

Heswall Horse Show was an annual event held at various locations
around Heswall on Bank Holiday Monday in August between 1935
and 1958. It became extremely popular and at its height would
attract thousands of visitors. In 1955, for example, the attendance
figures were over 22,000. The show started as a village fete, and
horses were introduced in 1935. The proceeds were given to
charity and the prize money rose each year; in 1956 the prize
money was £1,250.
The first venue was on the Glegg Estate opposite the Glegg Arms,
but over the years it was also held at Bowling Green Farm on
Chester Road, Griffiths’ field in Irby Road, Carnsdale Farm on
Barnston Road, Ridgewood Park on Fishers Lane, and Joseph
Crossley’s New Hall Farm on Chester Road. As the show’s
popularity increased, special buses were provided from Hoylake,
Woodside Ferry and Heswall. It was advertised in 1947 as “The
show of the North, fun and excitement for all”.
The 1937 show, taking place on the Glegg Estate, now the site of
Parklands Drive and Thornton Crescent and surrounding roads, was
organised by Heswall and District Chamber of Trade affiliated to the
British Showjumping Association. The show was held on Saturday
August 7th at “1.30pm prompt!”, according to the advertisements,
offering horseriding and jumping events, Motoball (football on
Motorbikes,) and a strong supporting programme with sideshows.
By 1939 a loudspeaker van had been introduced to the show
which according to spectators “was done with great success and
avoided dreary waits”.
By 1940 the show was described as The Heswall Horse Show and
Gymkhana and proceeds were in aid of The Red Cross. It was held
at the Bowling Green Farm beyond the Glegg Arms and included
more children’s riding and jumping classes and races. For the first
time there was a dog show and visitors were encouraged to bring
their dogs to win prizes. The entry fee that year was two shillings
and sixpence but members of the armed forces were admitted free.
Shows do not appear to have been held in 1941,1942 or 1943,
due to the Second World War.
The show was revived in 1944, and held on Ridgewood Park,
Fishers Lane, in aid of the Merchant Navy’s Comfort Fund. A
complete programme of fifteen events took place, lasting over five
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In 1945 August Bank Holiday fell on August 6th, the bank
holidays of that time taking place on the first week of August. It
was held on Griffiths’ Field on Irby Road, the band of the 22nd
Battalion of the Cheshire Regiment played, and the prizes exceeded
£300. Admission for adults was now two shillings, forces in uniform
and children one shilling. Described as “The show of the year”,
everyone was assured of a good time. More than £1,500 was
raised that year, in aid of The Welcome Home and Memorial Fund.
It was organised by Colonel CW Marsden, who was the chairman of
the Wirral Urban District Council. He hoped during his year of office
to raise £10,000 to purchase 100 acres of lands to provide playing
fields in the district.
By 1946 the Liverpool Echo proclaimed the Heswall Horse show
as “A Jolly Good Show” in its advertisement. The show was held
once more on the Gayton Estate. The visitors numbered many
thousands and the hundreds of cars were dealt with expeditiously
by police and road patrols. The cycle park was free, but the car
park cost one and six as well as the two shillings admission for
adults. The happy atmosphere of the show was marred as two
people were injured. A horse ridden by a young girl jumped out of
the ring, knocking over several spectators. A man from Liverpool
was taken to Clatterbridge Hospital with spinal injuries and a
woman from Birkenhead with rib and internal injuries. In a court
case in 1948 the committee was cleared of any responsibility.
The 1947 show was again held opposite The Glegg Arms and
promised to be even more ambitious, according to the
advertisements before the event. It took place on August 4th and
new exhibitions of sheepdogs and Alsatians as well as a fur and
feather show were included. The latter included sections for poultry
and rabbits. The Gardening Society also had a special sweet pea
section under the auspices of the National Sweet Pea Society.
Membership of the Heswall Horse Show could be purchased this
year at a cost of ten shillings and six pence, and for under 15s
(juniors) for five ‘bob’ (shillings).
Prior to the Heswall Horse Show in 1948, the newspapers
heralded it as having enlarged show rings, ample seating facilities,
catering facilities and licensed bar. This year it was described as
“The finest one day show in the north”. There were 148 classes in
the open dog show and 55 classes in the horticultural show.

1950 plan

In 1950 the open poultry show had to be cancelled, due to fowl
pest, so the rabbit show took preference. The success of the day
was helped by perfect weather and the prizes exceeded £1,000.
A plan of the site for this year can be seen in the photograph. The
show opened to the public at 10am and the last gymkhana event
took place at 7.15pm. In 1951 trade exhibits were introduced and
were so popular they continued in future years.
1952 saw the Horticultural Show extended and the trade exhibits
which had proved popular in 1951 were continued. That year also
saw a change of venue from Gayton to Carnsdale Farm on Barnston
Road and attendance grew to 20,000. An epidemic of foot and
mouth disease meant that there were no cattle classes. The
Olympic Games robbed the show of some of their favourite
competitors in the jumping classes. The show started at 11am
and continued until early evening. A big attraction was a musical
ride by young members of a local pony club.
In 1953 the show took place again at Carnsdale Farm and there
were 250 entries for the equitation classes. A famous Olympic
horseman, Wilf White, rode Teddy 2. Miss Marie Defosse who won
the international jumping championships for lady riders at White
City also took part in the Heswall Show. Entries from Wales won the
President’s Cup for best trade exhibit, the Meakin challenge cup for
finest display of sweet peas, the best dog in the gun dog section,
and the Shurdley cup for best puppy. Seating was provided for
1,250 people and there was standing room for thousands more.
Wirral Urban District Council awarded the Coronation Cup for the
children’s jumping event. The surrounding roads were blocked with
traffic and there were 15,000 visitors.
In 1954, in the lightweight
section for a horse under
13.2 hands and for child
under 14, Miss C Kay Smith
of Prenton, riding Tinkerbell,
was victorious. Her cup
can be seen in the photo.
A model aircraft display, a
baseball match between two
American service teams,
and a display of Morris and
country dancing were also
special events that year.
In 1955 the Heswall Horse
Show was back at the
Gayton site. The heatwave
over the summer made
the ground too dry, so prior
to the event the Heswall
fire brigade had to pump
1954 trophy won by Miss C Kay Smith hundreds of gallons of
water from adjacent roads onto the turf. After working most of the
previous night the officials eventually brought the three rings to the
required standard.
Wilf White, from Malpas, was the star of the day riding Nizefella. A
new electric timing device was introduced which enabled the riders
to jump from whichever side and in whichever order they preferred.
Motorcycle riding and displays by the Mercury Riders took place,
with one rider riding blindfolded. There was also a display of
regimental colours and weapons of the Cheshire Regiment.

Wilf White on Nizefella

1956 saw the coming of age of the horse show. What had started
as a village fete in 1935 had grown into one of Merseyside’s
foremost August attractions. Following this show there were some
complaints that there were neither military bands nor novelty turns
and that the spectacle of previous years was missed. The flower
show was even more popular with over 300 more exhibits than
1955. Despite the complaints, once again large crowds of people
enjoyed the show.
In 1957 the site of the show was Joseph Crossley’s New Hall
Farm off Chester High Road, perhaps not as central, but said to
be the best site to date, and car parking for over 1,000 cars was
provided. Wilf White participated again along with Alan Oliver who
had cleared a 7ft 1in jump at White City earlier that year. The show
was marred by bad weather, although the opinion of the visitors at
the end of the day was that it had been the best show yet, but the
organisers were doubtful about the financial outcome. The show of
1957 resulted in a loss of £47 1s 11p as reported in 1958 at the
meeting of The Heswall Horse Show and Agricultural Society and
they were only able to show £1 profit on the whole year.
1958 saw the last Heswall Horse Show. Once again it took place
at New Hall. There were many more trade stands. The Earl of
Chester Yeomanry played, and an Art and Craft exhibition proved
popular. Once more the weather was poor and there were only
12,000 visitors. The rider Alan Oliver cancelled and the organisers
worried there could be a financial loss and that 1958 might be the
last year of the show.
At the annual general meeting in February 1959 the executive
committee decided to cancel any arrangements for the 1959 show.
The decision was taken in view of a rise in cost of production and
the tendency towards a diminishing attendance. The society itself
was not dissolved, but the show was not to take place. The aim
was for a smaller show in 1960.This did not happen and in July
1962, the Heswall and District Horse and Agricultural Society was
wound up at a General Meeting attended by twelve people, ten of
whom were members of the executive committee. The society had
given over £5,660 to charities over the years and decided to give
the remaining £2,300 to local charities.
The 1960s saw people travelling further for their leisure activities,
whether by aeroplane to other countries or travelling by car on day
trips. Heswall Horse Show had previously filled those gaps each
year for 23 years. Obviously, a great amount of organisation was
needed to make the events successful, largely thanks to the
community spirit which existed in Heswall all those years ago.
Submitted by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com
or 0151 342 9269) on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was
established in 1953 “for the public benefit to conserve the heritage of
the Ward of Heswall”. For more details of membership and activities
please call Roger Lane or visit theheswallsociety.org.uk
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Is 2020 a special
year for you?
Will you be celebrating a special anniversary, a big birthday or just partying?

Our Gayton Suite is the perfect venue. We’ll make it extra special for you
and right now we have some dates at special prices with a bottle of
bubbles to get the party started. (Quote HM20 when you book).

Take a look at our website to see our fantastic
facilities and excellent reviews www.heswallhall.co.uk
Ring Trudi to book your date now – 0151 342 2614
Heswall Hall, 111 Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 0AF
Registered Charity number 1140612
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“Amazed & Delighted
with my lower face lift”
Real people, real results
from Serenity Clinic

BOOK YOUR
CONSULTATION TODAY
625 6256
Male & Female clients
Receive £10 off your
first treatment

Quote Heswall Magazine when booking consultation to receive £10 off

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

BEFORE

AFTER

Home Computer Tutor
Novices and mature
learners encouraged
PC, laptop or tablet
(including iPad)
One-to-one lessons
in your own home
Gift vouchers – a perfect
gift for grandparents

Sue Freeman
0151 648 2955
info@computertutor.biz

Heswall Tennis Club Open Day
Heswall Tennis club are holding an Open Day on
Sunday 29th March between 1pm and 4pm –
all ages and abilities welcome! There will be lots
of fun activities for adults and children, to give
you a taster of what our friendly club has to offer.
Please contact Head Coach Sue Davies
for more details 07799 730983
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Four years ago, a local man from Heswall took it upon himself to
complete ten events spread over the year to help raise as much
awareness and money for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust as he could – he
managed to raise nearly £4,000.
He is back again and looking to take on his biggest challenge to
date, the London Marathon 2020.
Matt Strange, 34, was diagnosed at four weeks old with cystic
fibrosis and he is a keen runner and general fitness fanatic. Cystic
fibrosis is an inherited disease caused by a faulty gene. This gene
controls the movement of salt and water in and out of your cells,
so the lungs and digestive system become clogged with mucus,
making it hard to breathe and digest food. There is currently no
cure. Each week five babies are born with cystic fibrosis, and two
people die.
Average life expectancy ranges from 30 to 35 years, so training
and keeping fit is an essential part of trying to defy the odds –
something that Matt has always been focused on.
Matt said: “This will be one of the hardest challenges I have
faced; the London Marathon is something I have always wanted to
complete and prove that my body has no limits. I want to prove that
cystic fibrosis can’t hold me back.”
The London Marathon is a tough challenge for anybody, let alone
somebody suffering with a lung/chest disease. Any sponsorship will
go a long way to help find a cure for Matt and the rest of the cystic
fibrosis community.
Matt has a target of £2,500 to raise for the Cystic Fibrosis Trust,
which will go towards supporting some of the wonderful research
that is currently going on.
If you would like to sponsor Matt and help spread more awareness
and help him reach his target you can do so at the following link
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/londonmarathon-mattstrange

Will the social care
issue ever be resolved?
By Wirral Estate Planning

During the run-up to last December’s General Election, the
parties were promising just about anything ‘free’…to get
elected. Jeremy Corbyn was promising ‘money trees’ and
Boris Johnson a ‘brave new world’ where elderly care would
be free!
Boris promised that the social care issue would be
addressed with enthusiasm and the need to sell the family
home, to pay for care home fees, would be halted.
But what did we actually get?
In the Tory manifesto we see: “A promise to address the
social care issue by an all-party enquiry by 2025 as to how
social care can be funded in the future.” This is the same
promise that has been bandied about in the last six General
Elections since 1998.
Once governments are in office, they do the arithmetic and
soon realise that the true cost of free social care would be
over £100 billion per annum now, rising to over £150 billion
per annum by 2030.
The money is, quite simply, not there and there will never be
free social care. What we will probably get from 2025/2030
onwards is something akin to the Dutch system of providing
for care home costs. The Dutch have a system whereby
people pay into a kind of annuity fund from the age of 40
onwards, hoping that there will be funds there to provide for
the social care needed in later life.
Since all the pre-election hype, a substantial percentage of
retired folk are now under the impression that the government
will shortly be funding all social care costs. They will surely be
sadly disappointed as this is total ‘blue-sky thinking’.

PROTECT YOUR
MOST VALUABLE
ASSETS WITH
A BARRISTER
DRAFTED
FAMILY TRUST
YOUR FAMILY TRUST CAN HOLD
YOUR HOME & OTHER VALUABLE
ASSETS (INCLUDING CASH)
AND YOU HAVE
FULL USE OF THOSE ASSETS
FOR LIFE.
YOU CAN MOVE HOUSE AS
OFTEN AS YOU WISH AND EVEN
TAKE EQUITY RELEASE.
UPON YOUR DEATH THE ASSETS
PASS IMMEDIATELY TO YOUR
LOVED ONES NAMED IN THE TRUST.
THE ASSETS IN THE TRUST DO
NOT PASS THROUGH TO LENGTHY
& COSTLY PROCESS OF PROBATE
THUS SAVING MUCH TIME,
LEGAL FEES AND
THE NEW VASTLY INCREASED
PROBATE TAXES AND LONG TERM
CARE HOME FEES.

It will be many decades until there is a meaningful payment
available to even partly pay for our later life care costs.
Meanwhile, the elderly will keep having to use their
hard-earned assets, including the family home, to fund
their care home costs in later life.

FOR AN INFO PACK CALL:

Setting up a family trust to protect your most valuable
assets while you are still fit and able is a highly prudent
measure to take.

WIRRALESTATEPLANNING.CO.UK

0845 052 2757
(STANDARD RATE)
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Anthony Annakin-Smith, author of a new book on the early Neston
Collieries, explains why they deserve to be much better known.
The extraordinary story of the early collieries at
Neston has been largely overlooked by historians.
You’ll struggle to find even a passing mention in
books or other studies on coal mining. Regional
and local history books and articles may sometimes
pay a little more attention to them, but even then
the focus tends to be on the later period of colliery
working at Neston and what is written is often
strewn with errors or hearsay. All this is a shame as
the two early mines – the main one of which, Ness
Colliery, operated from 1759 to 1855 – deserve renown regionally and
even nationally. Let me pick out some of the reasons why.
Firstly, from a regional perspective, the collieries were the first
manifestation on the Wirral (and Chester and west Cheshire) of what
became known as the Industrial Revolution. Neston was by far the
largest town on the Wirral in the mid-1700s, but neither it nor any
part of Wirral had any significant industry (I don’t count small-scale
shipbuilding at Parkgate); neither did Chester. Yet, in the 1760s and
’70s men came from Lancashire and Wales to form the largest labour
force the area had ever seen and to produce coal and other industrial
goods in hitherto unimaginable quantities. Most strikingly, Ness Colliery
introduced what would have been viewed as an astonishing new
invention – a steam engine. This was only the second in Cheshire, the
other being on the easternmost fringe of the county. There wouldn’t be
one in Chester for over twenty years.
Secondly, there can be few British mines where acts of sabotage were
so brazenly perpetrated – and probably no others where these acts were
committed by no less than a baronet. The roots of the story lie in the
rivalry between long-standing Ness Colliery and its newly established
neighbour, Little Neston Colliery, in the early 1820s. Trouble started
when the expensive engine at the Little Neston works was wrecked by a
mysterious attacker, but worse was to follow. Sir Thomas Stanley,
principal owner of Ness Colliery instructed his men to blow up the
neighbouring mine by setting off explosives underground – an act for
which he was taken to court in Chester charged with criminal damage
and liable for a £10,000 penalty. Stanley was indisputably guilty but the
aristocrat blustered his way out of the worst of the charges. He didn’t
take it lying down, though, and records show he immediately set about
flooding the neighbouring mine instead – with considerable success.
He was a man not to be messed with!
Another reason why Ness Colliery was so remarkable is that it used
canals deep underground. These were built to transport coal, which was
won from far out under the Dee Estuary (the fact that coal was mined
under a substantial tract of water was another unusual – and risky –
feature of the mines). Boats known as ‘starvationers’ transported the
coal from the coalface to the shafts on the shoreline. Only a handful of
British coal mines employed such a technique. Bear in mind that ships
were still sailing to and from the collieries at this time so I have this
extraordinary picture in my mind of vessels going up and down the
estuary while, deep below, boats travelled to and from the shoreline.
A further point of note about the collieries is their connection to
famous people of the day. The future Lady Emma Hamilton, Nelson’s
mistress, is well known for travelling to Parkgate to bathe in (and drink!)
the waters there, but it is less well-known that her father was almost
certainly Ness Colliery’s blacksmith. Certainly, this son of a colliery

Underground explosions caused many deaths and injuries at Neston
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Denhall Quay and the Harp Inn – both used by Ness Colliery

blacksmith migrated from south Lancashire at the same time as dozens
of other men who came to work at the new Ness mine and, like many
of these other immigrants, lived in the hamlet of Denhall. Emma (or
‘Emy’ as she was baptised locally) was, therefore, born into the humblest
of beginnings before rising to the top of society... and later plunging
back down. Other famous names connected to the mines include
George Stephenson who wanted to bring a railway there, and renowned
engineer James Brindley who, around 1761, seems to have been
exploring the possibility of introducing a canal between Neston and
Chester; this would have made it one of the first canals in the country.
Much more could be written about the mines’ significance: for
example, for a time they were extremely successful, probably matched
by few if any other mines in North Wales and southern Lancashire. I
should also mention Ness Colliery’s subscription to Chester Infirmary –
an extraordinary example of what was an early form of workers’ medical
insurance giving access to cutting-edge healthcare at the newly-opened
hospital; and, very significantly, Ness Colliery had one of the first logos
of any business in Britain – something that it is all-to-easily taken for
granted in today’s commercial world.
However, for all that made the Neston collieries remarkable, they also
reflected the worst of what was happening in British coal mining. Child
labour was routine: we know children as young as nine worked at
Neston and maybe much younger (four-year-olds worked in some
mines). They were used to haul coal loads, drive ponies, pump water
or open ventilation doors, sitting in isolation and darkness for hours at
a time – ‘solitary confinement of the worst order’ as one contemporary
commentator put it. At least four children died in accidents at the
collieries including two boys aged nine and ten who died in separate
accidents, plunging down shafts. In total, to date I’ve identified
twenty-seven accidental deaths of Neston men and boys during the
period – there were almost certainly more which weren’t recorded.
Even if they weren’t killed in accidents many of the miners died young
of one disease or another, as did their wives and children. My book
looks at many of these social aspects of the colliery workers and their
families – I was surprised and saddened to find, for example, that half
of all couples lost at least one child, most before they were age three.
Illegitimacy was another fact of life, sometime splitting families apart.
A miner’s daughter, Ann Littlemore, became pregnant by a local
labourer. When her boy was born it was her parents who looked after
it; Ann was packed off to be a servant for the rector of Heswall who no
doubt sought to give her the moral instruction he thought she needed.
Gayton, as well as Heswall, occasionally appears in the collieries’
story. Competing Welsh coal was sold at ‘Gayton Lane End’, to the
chagrin of the Neston works’ owners; at least Gayton Hall was a
customer for Neston’s coal for a while. And did you know there was
a ‘Gayton Coal Field’? No, neither did I but that didn’t stop it being
mapped and, later, offered for sale!
This article can only give a flavour of Neston’s early collieries and what
made them remarkable. There is a wealth of information available on
the mines’ operations and trade (to as far away as Barbados) as well
as numerous human-interest stories – don’t be surprised if ‘Neston
Collieries – The Movie’ appears on your screens sometime soon!
Anthony’s book The Neston Collieries, 1759-1855: An Industrial Revolution in
Rural Cheshire is available from Linghams in Heswall or direct from the
publisher, the University of Chester Press. Anthony is available to give talks,
and lead guided walks in the colliery area.

TV Engineer
Providing personal service to the Wirral for over 20 years
Bought new equipment? Need help? Confused?
Please don’t pay for a rushed installation when purchasing.
I patiently set up, Tune and Install TV’s, Home Cinema, Sound Bars,
Recorder Boxes, Catch Up, Hi-Fi, Cable Tidying etc etc

Providing help for the non tech minded
in plain English! Call Brian the TV man on:

07709 780 165 or 0151 625 3720 (Eve)
ARE YOU STUCK WITH WELSH TV?
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Set Ups

Problems
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Kemp’s Cottage

TONY’S
Thanks to Mark Kinnish for sending these pictures of Kemp’s
Cottage in Heswall.
Mark says: “The scene you see here from 1910 is of Kemp’s
Cottage which stood very near to where you enter Heswall Dales at
Pipers Lane. In those days that whole area was mostly farm land.
“The cottage was named after Mr Kemp who was the local
Roadman who lived at the cottage. It is said that he apparently
had thirteen children which wasn’t that unusual in those days.
“If you look at the two old postcards of the cottage from
different angles you can see most of the land of the Heswall
Dales with the footpaths and even some houses or cottages on
the hill. At the cottage you can see a small white hut which was
actually the outside toilet. The cottage was demolished in 1912
and there’s no remains.”

BARBER
SHOP
EST. 1970

From Baby’s first cuts to
Dads, Lads and Grandads!

Tony’s Barbers shop supports
the charity Checkemlads.

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY
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The Place for Plants
Plants, plants, plants we love them!

Pop over and see what’s ready for the spring
garden, scented spring shrubs, spectacular
blossom trees, early flowering perennials and
plenty of pretty primroses. The bulbs are
popping up, perfect for planting around the
borders or adding to pots. With new additions
arriving daily it’s going to be an exciting planting
season at Port Sunlight Garden Centre.
Roses are rooted in pots ready to plant as well as
climbers from clematis to wisteria, plant now to
cover a wall this summer and enjoy the scents of
summer. With a vast assortment of pre-planted
baskets, pots and containers it’s easy to find
something with a pop of colour for an entrance,
great gifts too for a gardening friend.
Growing your own this year? Port Sunlight Garden
Centre has a good selection of fruit trees, herbs
and fruit bushes ready to plant with advice from
the team when visiting.
Feeling a little hungry after pottering round the
plants? Enjoy a visit to the Café, truly tasty food.
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Parishioners at War
This is the third in a series of articles about the Second World War experiences of members of
Thurstaston parish. The subjects of this month’s article are Alfred and Sheila Wallis.

The Wartime Memories of Alfred Wallis
Alfred was nine years old and living in Wallasey when he heard the
news of the declaration of the war by Neville Chamberlain on the
family radio. His father had been out riding and had returned home
in time for the announcement by the prime minister. Alfred’s father,
also called Alfred, had served in the First World War on the Somme
and, later, in Northern Ireland. Initially, his application was refused
when he had tried to join up while still under age, but he persisted
and was drafted into the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. His wartime medals
are on display in the Royal Welsh Regiment’s museum within
Caernarvon Castle. As a teenager during World War I, Alfred’s
mother Norah worked in a munitions factory in Birkenhead which
manufactured artillery shells.
Alfred’s prep school, Ellery, was evacuated to Wales during the
early days of the war, but Alfred and his older brother, Roy, and
older sister, Norma, were all sent to boarding school. Alfred went,
initially, to Mostyn House School in Parkgate and then followed his
brother to a school in Shropshire. In 1941, when the blitz was at its
height, Alfred’s home in Wallasey was one of a number of houses in
the road hit by a sea mine. Number 7, where Alfred’s aunt lived was
completely devastated, fortunately though no one was in it at the
time. Number 10, Alfred’s house, was badly damaged. The house
was requisitioned by the army who repaired it and put it to use as
a Recreation Centre. Initially, Alfred’s parents moved to a farm in
Boathouse Lane, Parkgate, where the farmer could only spare one
bedroom and a horse ‘loose’ box for the family to live in. Alfred’s
father decorated the horse box to make it as homely as possible!
In weeks, they moved to a cottage in Parkgate and, eventually,
moved to a house in Barnston known as Barnston Towers. This was
large house with two drives – one on Brimstage Road and one on
Barnston Road. In order to carry on with her voluntary work, Alfred’s
mother ‘took on’ a lady who was accompanied in residence by
her two boys. Shortly after they had settled in, Alfred’s family was
visited by a man with a clipboard who pronounced that they could
also house four evacuee children and an adult! This provided Alfred
with ready-made playmates! Another ‘visitor’ to the house was the
local fire engine and its crew which took up residence in the house
and grounds on standby during air raids! During these times there
would be twenty people crammed into the house. but somehow,
Alfred’s mother coped. Alfred’s father’s large car was requisitioned
as an ambulance and, eventually, the rear of the car was replaced
by coach builders to make it even more serviceable as an ambulance.
Unfortunately, however, when it came to the end of the war the
original back end could not be found and it was no longer of use
to the family!
At Mostyn House, where Alfred boarded during term time, an air
raid shelter was built underground and Alfred recalls how, on many
nights, after hearing the local siren situated on the school roof,
the boys would descend the stairs to the shelter in an orderly line,
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clutching their sleeping bags and pillows. All of the boys at the
senior school in Shropshire, to which Alfred later went, were
enrolled into the Junior Training Corps, which was similar to today’s
Army Cadet Force. During his spare time Alfred was an avid
collector of shrapnel, shell casings and other war debris, and he
built up a fine collection of artefacts. One day, after hearing that
a group of incendiary bombs had landed on New Brighton beach,
he rode there on the back of his brother’s BSA 250 motorbike in
search of these treasures. On the return journey, Alfred ended up
with the three they had found tied around his neck with a piece of
string, because of the lack of storage space on the bike! Alfred also
recalls the Germans using parachute mines which often strayed
into residential areas.
When she was old enough, Alfred’s
sister, Norma, joined the Wrens and
drove a Bedford 10cwt truck with a
canvas covered back. One of the officers she transported turned out to
be the future husband of the queen,
Prince Philip! Alfred’s brother, Roy,
trained as a doctor. One day towards
the end of the war, two redcaps
knocked on the door searching for
him, only to be informed that Dr Roy
Wallis had gone as a medical officer
Alfred’s sister, Norma on a whaling expedition to South
Georgia! He had sailed there on a ship called the Polar Chief which,
in an earlier role, had crossed the Atlantic as the Montrose. The
Montrose was the ship upon which Dr Crippen was, famously,
arrested for the murder of his wife! On his return from the South
Atlantic, Roy was drafted as a captain into the Medical Corps and
served in Bermuda of all places!
During the war years, Alfred’s mother Norah volunteered for three
days a week in a canteen at Seacombe and two days a week at
Wallasey Central Hospital. Alfred recalls her smelling strongly of
chips on those canteen days! His father combined the running of
Blackler’s, the family’s department store, with fire watching. During
the May Blitz of 1941 the store was gutted, following fire damage
which resulted from the bomb that destroyed Lewis’ building.
Following that incident, Blackler’s moved temporarily into Bold
Street, taking over 13 shops. It eventually reopened on its former
site in 1953.

Liverpool City Centre during the Blitz

When he reached the age of 18, Alfred was called upon for
National Service. However, he never got past the medical, being
declared unfit for duty because of bouts of rheumatic fever. He
was classed as C3, the lowest level of medical fitness and still has
the classification card to this day, despite being in his eighties!
Although Alfred’s C3 classification disbarred him from National
Service at that time, the doctor did say it would probably not count
if the expected war with Russia came about. Incidentally, Alfred was
one of the earliest people to be treated with penicillin during one
of his rheumatic fever attacks and, by a strange coincidence, his
brother, Roy, had worked with Alexander Fleming, the discoverer of
penicillin, during his medical training at St Mary’s Hospital, London.

The Wartime Memories of Sheila Wallis
Sheila’s family was on holiday in the Lake District when news of
the outbreak of the war was released. Like Alfred, she was nine
years old at the time. As soon as he heard the terrible news,
Sheila’s father, who worked for the Royal Insurance Company in
Liverpool, packed the family, which included Sheila’s younger sister
Eileen, and their belongings into the car and headed home. They
expected to find the roads full of troops on the move but they were
surprisingly empty.
During an unexpected lull in the bombing, Sheila’s father, Fred,
ventured out of their house, close to St Hilary’s Church in Wallasey.
No sooner had he got outside, than he raced back inside to warn
the family that a bomb was heading their way! At that moment,
Sheila’s mother Kay was coming out of the dining room. The blast
from the bomb threw her across the dining room table, through the
French doors and out into the garden! Sheila feels that her mother
never released the shock of that terrible moment and that this
contributed to her untimely death, just a few years later.
Sheila’s father’s immediate response to the bombing was to pack
his family into the car and head for a relative’s house in nearby
Meols. The journey proved to be a nightmare, as the family drove
through what had been the worst night of bombing experienced
on the Wirral. First, a fallen barrage balloon blocked their way and
then, as they drove down Grove Road onto Leasowe Road they
found much of it ablaze from the devastation caused by a sea
mine. On their tortuous journey, they picked up six RAF men trying
to get back to their base between Greasby and Meols. There was
not enough room in the car so some of them had to ride on the
running board! The short journey took over three hours but,
eventually, they arrived at Sheila’s aunt’s house in Meols. The
bomb shelter there was of the ‘Battleship’ indoor type which
differed from the reinforced under stairs area they had used at
home. Sheila vividly recalls her anxiety caused by the wail of the air
raid sirens, the drone of the bombers, the sound of the anti-aircraft
guns and the whistling of the descending bombs. She also recalls
the relief she felt when the ‘all clear’ was finally, sounded.
At the outbreak of the war, Sheila’s Wallasey School was moved
to Abergavenny but she did not go with them. Once the family had
resettled in Meols, she first attended Meols High School, and then
Birkenhead High School. She recalls that the latter school adopted
a Norwegian ship called, Polar 1, and that the girls knitted clothing
for the crew during some of their lessons.
Sheila’s mother Kay, like Alfred’s mother Norah, also served in a
food canteen two days a week. There was a great food shortage at
the time and anyone could use the canteens to get a meal at very
low cost. The menu was, usually, some form of stew made with
whale meat!
Sheila has a vivid memory of VE Day, 8th May 1945. Her father
told her to go out and enjoy the day! She recalls the joy of the
people in the streets and the American bands playing near Hoylake
Station, close to where they were billeted in the Stanley Hotel.
After the war, Sheila attended Miss Foulkes Secretarial School
– initially in the Cunard Building and then in Rodney Street. After
completing the course, Sheila went on to work in the engineering
department of the Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. She met
Alfred in 1953 at Hoylake Swimming Pool, where Alfred was looking
after his niece on a baby chute! A date in New Brighton ensued
and they were eventually married at Barnston Church in 1956. In
1960 they moved with their eldest child to Thurstaston.

A local family business established in 1985,
DW Fencing has grown from strength to strength
over the years, supplying customers with fencing,
gates, sheds and decking across Wirral and beyond
Within the last 2 years we have received Pride in the
Job quality awards with Watkin Jones and Sons –
one of the most successful and respected names
in the building industry
We also offer an online service for fence panels,
timer posts, rails, concrete base panels, Indian stone,
patio flags, various gravels, decking and sleepers.

Telephone: 0151 357 1278
DW Fencing, Merseyton Road, Portside North Docks, Ellesmere Port, South Wirral CH65 2HQ

www.dwfencing.co.uk
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Sarah White Aesthetics are delighted to announce that we are moving to
new premises in the heart of Heswall in early April. Our fabulous new
facilities are just off the main road, guaranteeing discretion for our clients.
The last few years has seen us outgrow
our current location at Spire Murrayfield
and our new premises will give us the
chance to offer additional services and
allow for further growth whilst still offering
the same level of customer-service.
All the team at Sarah White Aesthetics are
super-excited about this next chapter for
our ever-evolving clinic.
We will be launching Sarah White Wellness
Clinics which will include: Bioidentical
Hormone Therapy, Life Coaching, Nutritional
and Food Allergy Advice, Reflexology and
MU Training Classes.

Our range of current services include:

• Consultations for Reduction of Fine Lines & Wrinkles
• Dermal Fillers • Fractional Resurfacing
• Derma Rollering • Laser & IPL Hair Removal
• Radio Frequency Skin Tightening • Medical Grade Bespoke Peels
• Medical Grade Skin Care • Collagen Boosters
• M22 Skin Rejuvenation • Dermalux LED Light Therapy
• Hair Loss Treatment & Medication • Vein & Vascular Treatments
• Stretch Mark & Scar Treatments • Pigmentation & Sun Spot Treatments
• Meso Therapy • Bio Identical Hormone Replacement Therapy
• CPD Accredited Injectable Training Courses

Holmwood Drive, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 1AU
07764 615934 or 0151 929 5223  sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers

BEFORE

AFTER

We love lawns. We love teasing their great qualities out to the open, sprucing up
your green spaces with a passion that goes beyond the call of duty...
The LawnHopper story began in 1995, when we recognised a gap in the UK
market for commercial and domestic lawn maintenance - not just the standard
kind, but a service carried out with real, professional flair. Our customers took to
us right away; recommendations started flooding in, as more people saw that we
deliver on our promises.
For 25 years, we’ve helped thousands of happy customers across the UK care
for their gardens. Our comprehensive lawn treatment service includes lawn
scarification and aeration, weed and moss control, seeding and fertilizing, as well
as optional extras such as lawn water conservation and grass growth regulator.

To celebrate 25 years in business, we are
offering Heswall Magazine readers

£5 off your first treatment
Quote Heswall Magazine when booking.

Modern Exclusive Property

Luxury

99.48%
of people who used us to sell their home
would recommend us to family and friends

Service

Quality

Prestige

Selling your home is one of the most important decisions you
make; your home is both a financial and emotional investment.
Every Fine & Country agent is a highly proficient and professional
independent estate agent, operating to strict codes of conduct and
dedicated to you. They will assist, advise and inform you through
each stage of the property transaction.
With offices in over 300 locations worldwide we combine the
widespread exposure of the international marketplace with
national marketing campaigns and local expertise and knowledge
of carefully selected independent property professionals.

Professional

Premium

NOW
OPEN IN
HESWALL

our own Refined magazine (hand delivered to people looking to
move), walk through videos of the house and lifestyle of the area,
window display at Park Lane London and opportunity to be
advertised in national newspapers such as the Sunday Telegraph.
Selling your house is about maximising your exposure. Fine &
Country offer a marketing package and an exposure to buyers
simply just not available by other local agents.

People buy as much into lifestyle of a property and its location as
they do the bricks and mortar. We utilize sophisticated, intelligent
and creative marketing which can include a personalised advert in

Please call to discuss further:
Debi Davies
Fine & Country Wirral
Debi.Davies@fineandcountry.com
Telephone: 07966 638724

SOME LOCAL PROPERTIES SOLD RECENTLY BY FINE & COUNTRY

Croft Drive West, Caldy
5 Bedroom Detached House

Ferns Close, Lower Heswall
5 Bedroom Detached House

Kingsway, Gayton, Wirral
4 Bedroom Detached House

85 Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 0AE • 0151 305 6956 • www.fineandcountry.com

Heathfield House in Thingwall
By Greg Dawson
The 1846 tithe map and apportionments of Thingwall show a field
called ‘Near Heathfield’ bordering Pensby Road, close to its junction
with Whaley Lane. This eight-acre field was owned by John Hurleston
Leche, Esquire, of Carden Hall, Tilston, Cheshire, and rented by John
Peers who leased two small farms in Lower Thingwall Lane, both
demolished many years ago. In 1890, a section of nearly one and
three quarter acres of Near Heathfield was fenced off. A gentleman’s
residence called Heathfield House was built there and a driveway laid
to it from Pensby Lane (now Pensby Road). Behind Heathfield House,
stables, outhouses and a coach house cottage were built. Trees were
planted and grounds and gardens were laid out around the property,
leaving the rest of field available for horse grazing. When the house was
completed, Captain William Dobson, his wife Thirza and their five children
moved in. On the day that the 1891 census of Thingwall was recorded,
those present at Heathfield House were Mrs Thirza Dodson aged 39,
her son Robert aged 13, daughter Irene aged 9, son Percy aged 5,
daughter Dorothy aged 8 months and Thirza’s 54-year-old sister, Annie
Burcher, born in Scotland. Also recorded were two young domestic
servant girls, probably living in the coach house, Rose McIntosh aged
15 and Annie Upton aged 14, both born in Liverpool. The census does
not record Captain Dobson and his 11-year-old daughter Mary, who
might have been away visiting friends or relatives. Through the 1890s,
the only ‘Gentry’ recorded in the Cheshire Directories as living in
Thingwall were Captain William Dobson, Alfred Thompson and
William Porter. In those days the village of Thingwall was centred
around the Lower Thingwall Lane area (where the Basset Hound now
stands). There was another cluster of cottages (which included the Mill
Inn pub) built around the windmill in Mill Road on Thingwall Hill. All the
cottages are still standing but the Windmill was taken down in 1900.
Kelly’s Cheshire Directory of 1896 states: “Thingwall is a township on
the road from Birkenhead to Chester, about 5 miles south-west from
Birkenhead railway station and about 3 miles east from Thurstaston
station on the Hooton to West Kirby section of the London and North
Western and Great Western joint railway. Mrs. Porter and H. C. Vyner
Esq. are the principal landowners. The area is 377 acres; rateable
value, £937; population in 1891 was 173. Letters through Birkenhead.
Upton is the nearest money order & telegraph office.” I’m sure the
Dobson family would have been happy living on the outskirts of the
quiet little rural village of Thingwall, surrounded by fields, with its
many farms, smallholdings, pub and windmill. Sadly, the happiness
of Thirza and her family was dashed, when, in 1900, Captain Dobson
passed away. A notice in the Liverpool Mercury, Tuesday, August 28,
1900, records the following: “Captain William Mosely Dobson, aged
52, Heathfield House, Thingwall, Cheshire, of the Cork Steamship Co.’s
steamer Jabiru, at the Royal Infirmary. He was captain of the Moorhen
up to about 18 months ago, he leaves a wife and five children, interred
Anfield Cemetery August 25, 1900.”
Obviously Captain Dobson’s death was a terrible blow to Thirza and
their children. Without her husband’s salary coming in, Thirza had to
tighten her belt and provide for her family. Luckily, there was plenty of
ground at Heathfield and she was able to start a poultry farm. By 1901,
her daughters had grown up (apart from 10-year-old Dorothy) and were
able to work and help her. Son Percy, aged 15 was employed as a
merchant’s apprentice and eldest son Robert had qualified as a doctor
and left home. The servant girls were gone from the Coachhouse and
Thirza replaced them with 21-year-old Birkenhead-born farm labourer
George Forrest to do all the heavy work. In 1905, Thirza’s eldest child
Robert Thornley Dobson of Delamarle Road, Seacombe, a Physician
aged 27, was married at the church of St. Mary the Virgin in West
Derby, 22nd February, to 25-year-old Maud Mary Davies of Gill Moss,

Looking along Pensby Road at Heathfield House flats, from Pensby direction.
On the bend opposite stands the former smallholding, Beech Lodge built in the 1890s.
For many years it was the home of Billy Burcher who farmed the 10-acre field behind
before Wimborne Avenue and Ainsdale Close were built.

West Derby. The groom’s father was recorded as William Mosely
Dobson, deceased Master Mariner and the bride’s father as Robert
James Davies, Inspector. Before coming to Thingwall, Thirza (whose
name comes from Tirzah which means ‘my delight’ in Hebrew) had
moved around a bit over the years, as the birthplaces of her children
indicate. She was born Thirza Jane Swain Burcher in 1851 in
Netherfield Road North, Everton, the daughter of William Gibbs
Burcher, Gentleman and his wife Susanna. Her children were born
in Walton, West Derby, Essex and Claughton. She must have liked
Heathfield House as she stayed for about 30 years. After the Dobsons
left, Heathfield changed hands many times. By the early 1920s the
occupant was Jesse Herbert Miller. The property became a nursery
with, potting sheds, several large greenhouses, fruit trees and
vegetable patches. About an acre of the field was lost when four large
semi-detached character houses were built, now numbers 487, 489,
491 and 493, set well back from Pensby Road. Walter and Susan
Banks later took over Heathfield House and ran the nursery very
efficiently by all accounts. Walter and family lived in the big house
and, as always ,the workers lived in the Coachhouse Cottage. He was a
very experienced nurseryman and market gardener. During the 1930s,
Walter’s business was registered as Heathfield Nurseries Ltd, and for
many years he sold his fruit, vegetables and flowers etc., from his shop
in Birkenhead Market. Heathfield Nurseries changed hands again and
during the 1940s when Richard and Florence Jones lived there, but by
the 1950s, they had gone. During the mid-1950s, registered at
Heathfield, which included the coach house, were Robert and Ella
Freeman, Ida Bibby, Edward Clough, also James and June Ollerhead.
Edward Clough remained there, but again the other occupants
changed and in 1960, the gentleman’s residence Heathfield House
was the home of Robert and Lena Lewis, while Heathfield Nurseries
was recorded as the home of Alan and Florence Hazelhurst, who
presumably ran the business from the Coachhouse Cottage. Also,
I believe a Mr. Metcalfe marketed produce from the Nurseries and
sold fruit, vegetables and flowers from a mobile shop.
Sadly, in the early 1960s, the grand old gentleman’s residence
Heathfield House was demolished. Heathfield House flats were built on
the front garden and garages and a car parking area were built behind
the flats, on the site of Heathfield House. In a separate building project,
the greenhouses, outbuildings, gardens and vegetable patches etc., of
Heathfield Nurseries were cleared and the large pond was filled in. This
made about five acres of land available for development and Ambleside
Close was built. When the building project was completed, a public
footpath was opened from Pensby Road, past Heathfield House flats
and into Ambleside Close, giving access through Heywood Boulevard,
to Thingwall Road East. Thankfully, the Victorian Coachhouse Cottage
and stables which once belonged to Heathfield House, were not
demolished, a few trees also survive. The cottage has been much
extended and made into two separate dwellings. The integral garage
which once housed Captain Dobson’s coach and the granary above,
have been tastefully incorporated into the cottage’s living spaces.
Through the 1890s and until 1910, only three residences in Thingwall
were considered to be the homes of ‘Gentry’ and are listed as private.
These were: Thingwall Hall, demolished and replaced by the flats and
houses of Torrington Drive and Gardens area; Carlton Lodge, knocked
down to build Manor Park Close; and Heathfield House, demolished to
build flats and Ambleside Close.
FOOTNOTE

The Coachhouse Cottage as seen from the public footpath leading to Ambleside Close
from Pensby Road. In front of the cottage are garages and a parking area where the
gentleman’s residence Heathfield House once stood.
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Captain William Mosely Dobson’s 2,000 ton ship, Jabiru, was built by Wigham Richardson & Co. at
Neptune Yard, Low Walker, Wallsend-upon-Tyne in 1899 for the Cork Steamship Company. It was sold
to another Irish shipping line, the Limerick Steamship Co. Ltd., in 1911 and renamed the Tervoe. In
1914, it was bought by J. Hall, Jun & Co., and renamed Galicia. On its way from Malaga to London in
1917, carrying general cargo, the Galicia was torpedoed and sunk by German U-Boat U70.

Miinus on the Farm

OG Kitchens (Oliver Green Kitchens Ltd) will shortly be celebrating
six months at Church Farm. They will also be shortly adding to the
only display kitchen of the Miinus kitchen concept in the entire UK.
Miinus is the only kitchen range in the world that can justifiably be
called an ecological kitchen. The kitchen range is manufactured in
Finland, by Puustelli, which is one of the largest and longest
established furniture companies in Scandinavia. Full production
of the Miinus kitchen range commenced in 2014. The journey to
reach full production involved years of research and development,
with contributions from multiple organisations and researchers.
OG Kitchens considers itself to be privileged to be representing
Puustelli in the UK. It reflects that OG Kitchens is different to most
kitchen companies. It reflects that it cares about the materials used
in a kitchen, both from an environmental and a health perspective.
What makes the Miinus kitchen different is innovation. One key aim
was to reduce the amount of material needed in the manufacture
of a kitchen. Another key aim was to lower the carbon footprint
of manufacturing and distributing a kitchen. And another was to
reduce the amount of waste in the manufacture and installation of
a kitchen. All these aims are why the kitchen range is called Miinus
– in Finnish it means “less”.
At the core of the Miinus kitchen concept is innovation. The
bio-composite frame is the result of testing and dismissing all
conventional kitchen carcass materials. All were rejected after
results revealed they could not deliver on the environmental and
health aims of the Miinus project. A new approach and materials
were necessary, so they were invented. The frame is now patented.
Everything about the Miinus kitchen concept is geared towards
making a positive contribution to the environmental challenges
facing the world. Choosing to have a Miinus kitchen involves a
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different approach to buying a conventional kitchen. For a start,
cost to buy can never be a key consideration. One reason for this
is the longevity and versatility of a Miinus kitchen. This means the
longer-term merits of a Miinus kitchen need to be factored into the
initial buying cost.
The kitchen industry will eventually shift to being more
environmentally and health conscious. The tide of increasing
public awareness about the environment, and the health impact
of poor materials in our homes means kitchen manufacturers will
need to start considering what homeowners will begin expecting.
For the time being, OG Kitchens will continue to promote and offer
the Miinus kitchen as the only true ecological option, when
considering a new kitchen.
OG Kitchens display space at Church Farm is open seven days
a week, from 9am to 5pm. The display space sits alongside the
Strawberry Moon Café. The display space might not always be
staffed, but it will be open for viewing. OG Kitchens encourage you
to drop in and see the Miinus kitchen.
Please remember the 3 Rs – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle.

Just Another Lazy Sunday
Work, rest and play in the life of a musician, by Edward Peak

Edward enjoying a rest

It’s easy to forget that all performers, be they musicians, actors,
dancers, magicians, comedians or any other performing persons,
are all descended directly from the strolling minstrels and court
jesters of old. In those days, they were there to entertain and give
their audience some brief moments of respite from the humdrum
of everyday existence.
In other words, all performers are in showbiz, even serious
musicians, opera singers and ballet dancers. As artistes, we are
immensely lucky to have the ability to be able to pursue our chosen
paths and even to get paid for doing it, too.
In most areas of life, there is usually a catch, and there certainly
is for performers, a huge catch. Generally, we work when everyone
else is at their leisure. When King Henry VIII was ready to be
entertained by his court musicians, he had probably already
partaken of a sumptuous supper, and it was very likely late in the
evening before his band of musicians had even started to entertain
the assembled guests.
So, from the earliest days in the life of a performer, we all get very
used to just starting work when everyone else has already finished for
the day, had supper and is ready for a jolly evening. We might complain
about it, but we love it and wouldn’t give it up for a gold clock.
Performing really is a very strange drug. There have been countless
studies made of the psychology of a performance and how it affects
the practitioners. Some suffer greatly from performance stress
throughout a long career, but they still do it. Others seem to glide
through their career with not a flicker of a problem – most are
somewhere in between.
One long-term colleague during my thirty years as a performer with
the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra was such a very laidback chap. Before a concert, to get himself into a position where
he could be sufficiently aroused to be able to concentrate on the
music, he would dose himself with several large cups of very strong
espresso coffee and take a couple of energy tablets. This sort of
regime would have had my eyes popping out of my head,
but he thrived on it.
The focus of the week for most of the world is The Weekend, a
distant oasis of indulgence and relaxation to be longed for throughout
the working week. For performers, the weekend usually means the
culmination of a lot of hard work preparing for a concert or show.
Saturday evening was always the traditional time for major events in
the arts, a time for strutting our stuff to a new audience.

Edward and the orchestra hard at work
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There is also, however, a phenomenon called The Matinée. This was
traditionally found most commonly in the theatre, at presentations
of a play, opera or ballet in which a number of performances each
week, usually on Wednesdays and Saturdays, would take place in
the afternoon, with a further showing in the evening. Following
continental European practice, afternoon orchestral concerts have
now become quite common in Great Britain over the last decade.
The Orchestra dell’Arte was formed ten years ago; I have the best
seat in the house as the conductor of this amazing group of
musicians. From the beginning, we wanted to be able to present
not just orchestral concerts, but also chamber music, which is
usually a group of players performing in a venue which would
probably be too small for a full orchestra. Chamber music can
use either string players, wind players or a combination of both.
A typical chamber concert could feature a group formed anything
from a trio to an ensemble of ten or twelve musicians.
A gigantic amount of music has been written by the great
composers for this sort of event. Mozart, Schubert, Haydn and
many others often feature on these occasions. Instead of a large
body of, for example, violins all playing the same part in a large
orchestra, in chamber music, each part is played by just one
person. This puts very particular demands on the players and is
something that adds to the huge thrill of being in the middle of
such an exclusive ensemble.
With this in mind, dell’Arte presents two major chamber series
in addition to the main orchestral season. Throughout the winter
months, there are monthly chamber concerts in Heswall at the URC
in the middle of the town. Featuring players from the full orchestra,
the season’s programme features a great variety of instrumental
combinations and musical styles.
Each Monday throughout the year, there is also a temptingly titled
Cake and Classical series at the Atkinson Centre in Southport.
Living up to its name, on these occasions the audience are regaled
with coffee, a large slice of cake and an even larger slice of superb
music. Sunday afternoons are the time of choice for our main
orchestral series. As the Orchestra of St George’s, we perform in
the glorious Concert Room at St George’s Hall in Liverpool.
Following much consultation with our regular patrons, we realised
that Sunday afternoon was the time of choice for many, so our
main concert series now starts at 3pm.
Highlights of our tenth anniversary season at St George’s will
include us being joined by the amazing violinist Jack Liebeck who
will be playing the Brahms Violin Concerto on Sunday 23 February
2020. The anniversary season comes to a climax with a fully staged
performance of Puccini’s most searingly emotional opera Madama
Butterfly on Sunday 14 June 2020. A team of top singers from
Welsh National Opera will be joining us for this – one not to
be missed.
Find out more about how I work, rest and play at:
dellarte.co.uk

Edward and the orchestra happily at play

BOWEN THERAPY
93%

OF PEOPLE
SURVEYED
BENEFITED
FROM BOWEN
THERAPY

PAIN – INJURY – SPORTS
STRESS – MOTHER & BABY
The Bowen Technique is gentle, subtle and relaxing hands-on treatment.
It is not a form of massage – there is no manipulation or adjustment of hard tissue.

Bowen Therapy is safe for people of all ages and promotes
healing, pain relief and recovery of energy.
The practitioner uses thumbs and fingers to perform unique sets
of rolling type moves to stimulate the muscles and soft tissue of
the body. The treatment is very gentle, subtle and relaxing and is
not a form of massage. It is carried out through light clothing and
is safe for anyone from birth onwards.
Three or four treatments at weekly intervals are usually sufficient
to achieve lasting relief from even long standing pain.

Treatment costs £50 for an individual session
or £120 in advance for a series of three

Nicholas Tobin B.Sc Cert. ECBS MBTPA
www.wirralbowentherapy.co.uk
51 Sandham Grove, Barnston CH60 1XN • Tel: 0749 659 6969

TPO & Confused?

Are You This Guy?

Tree Preservation Order? Call us for expert advice.
We care for your tree and your needs

Is your hedge too big to handle? Don’t risk injury,
call in WTS – the experts in large and difficult hedgework

LOGS FOR SALE
• Quality seasoned logs for sale
• Great prices direct from the Tree Surgeon
• Local logs for local people delivered throughout the Wirral
• Supplied by the net bag, ton bag or trailer load
• Prices net bag £4 (or 3 for £10) or Ton bag £50 of quality
mixed grade
• Please call for tipper load price – this is most
cost effective option

Finding the Missing Peace

The Pet Column

By Abbas Hussain of Principal Pets

How To Find A Great Dog Trainer
By Stephen G Baker
I have just revised a series of interviews for community radio.
I produce a weekly Sunday morning programme (08.00) for Vintage
Radio (www.vintageradio.co.uk) and some programmes for Hope
Stream Radio, a Christian Radio Station (www.hopestreamradio.com)
based Toronto, Canada. It is good fun doing this and it gives me the
opportunity to share the good news message of the Bible with
many people.
As I interviewed these people, what fascinated me was the
richness of life that these individuals had. My first interview was
with an interesting old scouser called Tom Ellis. He was in his 90s
when I did the interview. By his own confession he was a rascal in
his early days, but eventually had come in contact with the gospel
and learned that God forgives our sins when we genuinely come to
him in repentance. He had a great sense of humour, was intelligent
but the most outstanding feature of his life was his trust in God. I
saw him most weeks for many years and he was always the same
– bright, cheery and full of joy. He was a great example of a person
who had discovered that God could ‘fill you with all joy and peace in
believing, that you may abound in hope’.1
My second interviewee was Maurice Glew. Maurice is a Cumbrian
but he told me it was Lancashire when he was born in a little village
outside Barrow in Furness. He’ll be in his 80s now, but he was a mad
biker in his youth – these are his words not mine. Maurice lost a leg
when motorbike racing, but went on to live a very full and happy life.
He is one of life’s characters and he wanted me to make sure that
I told people that the reason he survived was because of the grace
and goodness of God. It is amazing to meet people who see the hand
of God in their lives even when things have gone wrong. Maurice
believes the Bible when it says ‘For the grace of God that brings
salvation has appeared to all men’.2
I did not interview the person who was the subject of my third
‘Interesting Life’ but I did manage to get an interview with his
grandson, Tim Coltman. William Harold Coltman (known as Bill) is
in heaven now, but I am told that he would never have granted me
an interview as he thought he had done nothing out of the ordinary.
He was a stretcher-bearer in WW1 and though he never fired a shot
he was awarded the VC, DCM & Bar, MM & Bar. The Victoria Cross
was the highest award for gallantry in the face of the enemy that
could be awarded to British and Commonwealth forces and Bill
was the most decorated rank and file soldier of the First World War.
He reminds me of the Lord Jesus who ‘gave himself’3 to purchase
our freedom from the slavery of sin. Tim travels the UK giving
presentations on the life and bravery of his grandfather. He is
booked up into 2021, but I am sure if any my readers are
interested, he will arrange to give a talk in your area. I have heard
the presentation a number of times and it is fascinating.
Time and space prevent me from introducing you to my other guests,
so I’ll close by wishing you a very happy and blessed month.
1Romans

15:13 (the Bible) 2Titus 2:11 (the Bible) 3Galatians 1:4 (the Bible)

38 HESWALL MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 2020

From basic commands to advanced training for dog sports, a great trainer
can make all the difference. That can be particularly true if you are a
new dog owner. Group classes can have the added benefit of socialising
your puppy, whereas behavioural issues may need a trainer who will
accommodate private training sessions. So how do you know when you’ve
found a great trainer?
Dog training is an unregulated industry. Anyone can print business cards
and start to charge for their services as a dog trainer. This leaves the door
open for a gluttony of underqualified and inexperienced ‘professionals’ as
well as people using outdated and dangerous training techniques alongside
qualified and exceptional trainers.

Training Philosophy
The first thing to ask the trainer is what are their methods and training
philosophy, and make sure you are comfortable with their approach. Look
for a trainer who uses positive reinforcement training – rewarding the dogs
for appropriate behaviour and teaching alternative behaviours in place of
inappropriate ones. Ensure the trainer offers classes if you are looking to
socialise your dog, or private tuition for specific behaviours or issues you
want to address. The trainer should want to know as much about the
history of the dog as possible and a great trainer will want to work with
the entire family, as consistency in training is always key. Great trainers
know it is about training you to train and understand your dog more than
about training your dog.
A positive trainer will avoid the use of pain, fear and punishment both in
tools and techniques when training dogs. Instead, a positive trainer will rely
on the power of positive reinforcement combined with an understanding
of what dominance really is and the dangers of punishment to the
long-term well-being of the dog.

Training Class
If you’re taking your dog to a training class, ask to observe the class before
attending with your dog. Things to look for:
• Are the dogs relaxed? [If it’s a starter class or early in the course, dogs
might be nervous.]
• Do the trainer and any assistants help the anxious dog and their owner?
Be wary if dogs avoid eye contact, have their tails tucked up between
their legs or are cowering.
• Again, look at the training method. Are the dogs rewarded with treats, play
or toys? Avoid classes where classes rely on fear, pain, hitting, choke
chains and corrections such as pulling and jerking the collar and lead.
• Is the class quite calm and quiet? Shouting and barking are indications
of high stress levels.
• What is the class size? Ideally it should be limited to eight dogs or fewer.
• Is the class tailored to individual dogs? Dogs are motivated by different
things – some by treats, some by toys and some simply by attention.
Dogs also learn at different speeds. Do the classes allow dogs to relax
and be comfortable before participating in the activities?

Communication
Look for a trainer with good communication and people skills. A good
trainer is a great listener and should be interested in your feelings and
thoughts about your dog’s characteristics, tendencies, personal history,
strengths and weaknesses. Rather than jumping into a situation and
immediately dictating who and what needs to change, good trainers start
by sitting down and talking through expectations, concerns and philosophies
before starting any actual training or behaviour modification work.

One Question You Should Ask Your Trainer
The most important question you should ask a dog trainer before you hire
them is: ‘What will happen when my dog does something wrong?’

Have you protected yourself
with lasting powers of attorney?
90% of over 65s have not!
DON’T BE CAUGHT
NAPPING!!

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
FOR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
AND HEALTH MATTERS

SINGLE: £199 FOR BOTH
COUPLE: £299 FOR BOTH
INCLUDING HOME VISITS
Call Wirral Estate Planning
on 0845 052 2757
Lasting Powers of Attorney and why all
adults should have them in place.
The lasting power of attorney (LPA) was introduced by the

Mental Capacity Act 2005 and came into being in October 2007,
replacing the previous Enduring Power of Attorney which had
been around since 1985.
There are two types of LPA:
1. For health and welfare matters
2. For financial affairs
The Act states that should you have some form of incapacity
(temporary or permanent) that prevents you from looking after
your own affairs, you must have appointed attorneys who can be
either family members or trusted friends to act for you under a
registered LPA.
Each LPA is a 20-page document and it has to be registered with
the Office of the Public Guardian.
The registration process takes eight to nine weeks and a fee is
payable to register each one. That fee depends on your level of
income. In some cases the registration fee is waived.
If you develop some form of incapacity then your attorneys can
act fully legally on your behalf under a registered LPA.

Visit our website:
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Email: info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk

What can happen if I don’t have an LPA in place and I am
unable to manage my own affairs?
1. The court of protection can and will appoint ‘deputies’ to
manage your affairs if no family member/friend quickly applies
to become your deputy/attorney. This becomes very arduous
and very expensive. Court appointed deputies would close your
bank accounts and divert all your income to the court.
2. Family members can apply to the court to become your
attorney for financial affairs only. This process can take up
to four months and costs can easily exceed £3,000.
3. Your bank can freeze your bank accounts; they can even
freeze joint bank accounts.
4. Social services will be in complete control of your health related
matters and can place you into a care home, possibly against
your or your family’s wishes.
Our prices to prepare both LPAs are: £199 for singles and
£299 for couples.

BARRISTER
PREPARED WILLS
SINGLE PERSON £119
COUPLE ‘MIRROR’ WILLS £219
HOME VISITS & VAT INCLUDED

PROBATE
APPLICATIONS
PLUS ONGOING
ADVICE/ADMIN
JUST £299
WHY PAY THOUSANDS?

0845 052 2757
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Heswall Probus
Christmas Lunch 2019
The Heswall Probus Christmas Lunch was celebrated with an
amusing talk from Lady Anne Dodd on her life and times with Sir
Ken Dodd.
Lady Anne also sang and played the guitar. She is an accomplished
performer in her own right from dancing with the Bluebells when
she was young to playing the piano, flute and guitar.
There was a tickling stick on each table for decoration and Lady
Anne Dodd donated a genuine Sir Ken Dodd feather Tickling Stick
as a raffle prize.

Shelf
Indulgence
By Margaret Murphy

Award-winning Wirral novelist Margaret Murphy
pens thrillers as Ashley Dyer and A.D. Garrett. She
recommends two books per month across a range of
styles and a mixture of new and old.
Flesh and Blood – A History of My Family in Seven Sicknesses
by Stephen McGann
Simon & Schuster (2018) ISBN: 1471160815
The McGann brothers – Joe, Paul, Mark and Stephen – were
Liverpool royalty in the 1980s and ’90s, and Stephen McGann
has achieved international stardom in the hit TV series Call
The Midwife since 2012. Yet his memoir is written in a spirit
of humility. He never wanted, nor expected, to find grand
ancestors hidden in the public records and he writes as
candidly about his ‘slum blood’ as he does about the courage and
determination of his forebears. McGann’s genealogical search began
aged 17, with romantic fantasies of a triumphant return to his Irish roots.
In reality it took 35 years of largely unproductive searches, only sporadically
stumbling on crucial pieces of the puzzle – such as a snippet in a
reprinted book which led him to a sensational 1912 newspaper report in
the New York Tribune, and his ‘lost’ great-uncle James.

Stephen Hughes (Vice Chairman), Lady Anne Dodd,
Geoff Duggan (Chairman) and Stephen Unsted (Past Chairman)

18th Feb
Sam Lloyd

Flesh and Blood is a memoir written as drama, and the drama is a rich
mix of deprivation, tragedy, mystery, skulduggery, high adventure and
even heroism. You don’t often need to be wary of ‘spoilers’ in reviewing
a memoir, but McGann’s ancestors bore witness to some of the great
tragedies and horrors of the 19th and 20th centuries. He chronicles
their progress from destitute Irish immigrants fleeing the potato famine,
through decades of poverty and squalor in Liverpool’s slums, to a slow
elevation from illiteracy, starvation, and disease to education and
affluence with surprises and shocks aplenty.
He tells his family story through the metaphor of seven maladies:
hunger, pestilence, exposure, trauma, breathlessness, heart problems
and necrosis. Now, extended metaphors can be tricky beasts, apt to
turn and bite you – and it can’t have been an easy task, interweaving
social and family history with medical and scientific elements – but
McGann manages it all in great style, combining a natural empathy with
an actor’s ear for storytelling and the dramatic.

26th Feb
Orenda Crime Roadshow

The book is dedicated to his wife Heidi Thomas (writer and producer of
Call the Midwife on TV). An entire chapter is given over to her – not, as
you might imagine ‘Breathlessness’ or ‘Heart Problems’ – but the one
entitled ‘Necrosis’. An unromantic subject to dedicate to the love of your
life, perhaps – yet it could be the most searing, painful and heartrending
love letter you will ever read.

27th Feb
Jess Kidd

Flesh and Blood is thrilling as a tale of discovery, but it is far more; this
thoughtful, reflective, scientifically literate, often poetic work, is an
illuminating and deeply moving exploration of family, society, and the
human condition.

9th March
Joanna Trollope
19th March
Amanda Owen
The Yorkshire Shepherdess

More events coming soon
www.linghams.co.uk
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Inside Lives by Margot Waddell, Karnac London
ISBN 1855759373
Inside Lives is a volume from the Tavistock Clinic Series,
and Waddell’s contribution is a highly accessible text on the
development of personality and the role of psychoanalysis.
It is beautifully written, unfolding the inside story that is the
inner life of the individual, and explores the way in which early
interactions and experiences can have a profound effect on
how we experience the world. Waddell uses illuminating case studies, as
well as her own academic background in English literature, to enliven and
illustrate the theories. Inside Lives is written with a clarity and simplicity of
style that facilitates thinking about the complex underlying theories.
Ashley Dyer’s Splinter in the Blood is now on sale in all formats
from Corsair. Its sequel, The Cutting Room, is available in hardback.
For events and news, visit www.ashley-dyer.com

A Very Happy, Healthy 2020
With the Christmas sparkles and lights all put away, things can
feel a little bit dull… is your skin looking the same or have you
had any breakouts? This may brighten up your day!
To peel or not to peel, that is the question…
Due to bad press, or just some minor so-called celeb trying to
catch a headline for a bit of publicity, good or bad, recommending
skin peeling to a client can have them running for the door.
Luckily – as I’m not known for my rugby tackling – I can offer
some great advice on a thing or ten about skin peels. Want to
know more? Read on…
Firstly, as with most things, there are different types of skin peels.
The majority that are used day in and day out have a gentle
exfoliating effect, unlike deep chemical peels which may keep
you hidden indoors for a week.
Then there are different forms of exfoliation – mechanical and
chemical. Mechanical exfoliation uses tools such as
microdermabrasion or products with an abrasive texture to
remove the superficial outer layer of dead skin. Chemical
exfoliation/peeling utilises hydroxy acids such as glycolic,
lactic and malic acid to dissolve the bonds that hold skin cells
together, allowing them to shed. Fruit enzymes such as papain
and bromelain are another form of chemical exfoliation – these
work by dissolving protein (keratin) and cause a softening
effect to the skin and slough off dead skin cells. This type of
peel works gently, allowing your skincare professional to work
with you and your individual skin needs to stimulate a natural
turnover of healthy skin cells.
A light peel has a physiological effect on the skin and deeper
cells, stimulating the mother cell to produce new cells. When the
top cells have been removed, although invisible to the eye, new
cells have been stimulated.
Regular exfoliation speeds up your skin’s natural renewal
process, which helps to keep outbreaks under control,
diminishes uneven skin tone and discoloration, softens fine lines
and wrinkles, and leaves skin soft and glowing – and only you
will know you have had a professional peel.

I find this analogy works well to explain what happens. If you
imagine the skin as a brick wall with mortar between each layer
of ‘bricks’ which are dead skin cells keeping that brick wall all
firmly stuck together. Most peel solutions when applied to the
skin (brick wall) start to make the intercellular bonds (mortar)
crumble, allowing the dead skin (bricks) to come away gently.
Now you need to remember the epidermal layers of the skin (the
topmost) are only eggshell thick, so this breaking down of the
intercellular bonds (mortar) is minute. In fact, you don’t see this
happening and all you feel and see afterwards is soft skin.
I work with my clients to feed these new cells with lots of
wonderful peptides, hyaluronic, antioxidants, and vitamins. All
of these ingredients are commonly available. The difference with
a clinical product, however, is that the molecule size is small
enough to penetrate deep into the skin, or has a ‘nano delivery’
system that will get deep into the skin to work on the developing
cells and skin to actually make a change deep within the tissue,
not just sitting on the top of dead skin to help it look better.
Don’t just take my word for it, but look at the most popular
advertising campaigns for skincare products. They say “will
improve the look of”, but not “will change”.
So why not try a light peel for your next facial? Ask your skin
care professional and brighten your day.
Love & Hugs.

Tracey x

Senior Skin Care professional
Association of registered Aestheticians

Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road,
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH
T: 0151 625 6256 • www.serenity-clinic.co.uk
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‘Enjoy a New Home
for the New Year’ at
Heswall Care Home

Pensby Library Volunteers

Lady Christmas aka Beryl, our very dearest volunteer
at the great age of 89 years young.

A care home in Heswall is inviting anyone who is contemplating
moving into a care home for the new year to come and find out all
the benefits the move can bring to their lives.
The Hazelwell, a residential, nursing, palliative and respite care
home on Oldfield Road, says that finding the right care home for
yourself or a loved one is a big decision, but once the correct one
has been found it should feel like a happy home-from-home.
January is usually a popular time for people to start seeking out
a care home and The Hazelwell care home manager Sue Ball said:
“Firstly, people often put these things off until Christmas is over –
it’s a new-year-new-home thing.
“Secondly, in the winter months often people find they get more
poorly with winter bugs and a slow recovery might be the trigger
that makes them think that they could do with living somewhere
with a little bit more ‘round the clock’ help on hand.”
Whatever the reason for the move, Sue says that the move into a
care home should not feel like a total upheaval if it is into the right
home. “Here at The Hazelwell we aim to go above and beyond to
make all residents feel as comfortable as possible,” she added,
“but especially our new residents – it’s important that they have
their much-loved home comforts and own routines.”
The Hazelwell itself is well equipped to look after the needs of
any resident with 55 tastefully decorated en-suite rooms, spacious
communal lounges, private secure gardens, specialised gym, and
stunning rooftop terrace on which to socialise, home cinema room
and library.
Personal grooming is well catered for at The Hazelwell with an
on-site rooftop salon as well as a mini-bus and chauffeur-driven car
to ferry residents into town.
The Hazelwell activities co-ordinator Sandra Clarke crafts a full and
well-rounded programme tailored to the residents’ interests and
health needs, as well as the season. Dancing, gardening, summer
fairs, arts, crafts and social events are all catered for at the home.
With the on-site head chef and his team providing high-quality
food which can be tailored to residents’ own nutritional needs, The
Hazelwell really does take care of every aspect of each individual’s
personal wishes.
Sue added: “We run The Hazelwell as a real home-from-home and
we care deeply for all our residents. Often our residents tell us they
are so happy to feel safe and cared for, and enjoy being part of our
family. Nothing could make us feel happier than hearing that.”
For more information call Sue on 0151 342 9654, email
info@thehazelwell.com or visit www.thehazelwell.com
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Just over four years ago, Pensby Library, along with others in the
borough, opened its doors to having volunteers working on the
days the library was officially shut due to lack of funding within the
borough. We are called ‘Library Express’ and our volunteers operate
every Monday (except bank holidays) and every Thursday 9am to
5pm. We try to make it a warm and welcoming atmosphere for all
who share this valuable resource.
Mike Sullivan was the catalyst in this venture and put an
enormous amount of effort into getting support from WBC libraries
section, the council and volunteers to run this original scheme.
He has now, however, moved on, but we continue to work to keep
the library open for the local community. At present we have
approximately 16 volunteers spread over these two working days.
We have to communicate well between us to make sure everyone
knows what’s going on. The council and library services have
continued to support us, as well as the general public.
We have been very lucky in gaining grants from the council to buy
approximately £2.5k worth of books which has been used to for
books and also to help rejuvenate the junior part of the library over
this period of time. This has been in conjunction with the ‘Friends’
of Pensby Library. During 2019 we were successful in gaining funds
from Tesco and the Wirral West Community Fund. The money was
put towards the Christmas tree lights. Pensby Community Association
have also come on board and over the last two years between us
we have bought and paid for two sets of outside Christmas tree
lights (approximately a mile long).
We have been trying to start a memorial garden with funding from
the council – we are still waiting for the ‘There But Not There’ site to
unveil their remodel of the 7ft aluminium silhouette of the Tommy
figure – so we wait with bated breath. There have been a number of
Bingo nights and we still hope to continue to host these on the last
Friday in every month. This small revenue helps us in a small way to
add to the outside Christmas tree lights, which takes a huge chunk
out of the funds every year.
There are many different groups who use the library on our
‘volunteer’ days. To name but a few, among those who use our
facility are: Mondays – the reading group and the art and craft
group, both 10 to 12 noon. Monday 2 to 4pm is the choir run by
Mike Sullivan. Performances are held throughout the year. They
number approximately 20 and new recruits are always welcome.
On Thursday mornings from 10 to 12 noon, mums and tots come
along for a lively singsong and the crafters sit in and craft while they
listen and smile. Thursday afternoons we generally have a cuppa
and a natter with some of our fellow Wirralians who don’t fail to
make us laugh with some of their anecdotes and reminiscing from
times long ago. They’ll ask us for our advice on the latest technology
and then be amazed at what is now happening with the world.
The computers are well used, and with our free Wi-Fi many areas
can be accessed.
We can be found at Pensby Library on Mondays and Thursdays
and of course on our Facebook page – Pensby Library Volunteers.
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All Things Auctioneering
With Cato Crane Valuers & Auctioneers and John Crane Fine Art

The 2020 auction year has got off to a good start with a
steady flow of interesting saleable items of generally good
quality – some more and some less than others as usual.
Our January 5Counties Auction held at our city Auction
Rooms in Liverpool was well attended both by buyers in
person and on the internet and experienced greater activity
by more bidders than the start of last year and the overall
results were more than satisfactory.
Furniture is still a bit sluggish for ordinary pieces, but some
dealers who have good storage are buying well now and will
wait for the fashions to change. When that will be we don’t
know, but it surely will in due course.
Thinking about how fashions change, I recently advised a
visitor to my office on the Mount in Heswall that his rather
plain reclining utility 1935 wooden framed armchair in the
back of his 4x4 would not make much at auction. And then,
just half an hour later another person arrived at the office
with a photograph of a chair of very similar design and was
keen to acquire one for her morning/television room Pure
coincidence? So if my chair visitor returns to my office in
Heswall with his chair we have an instant sale for him!
In general it is fair to say that the smaller pieces are much
more in demand and are selling.
English bracket clocks are good value at the moment and
the one illustrated, made in 1816, tipped the scales at
£1,000 and was a good value purchase for the private
collector and not a penny less than what it was worth.

Silver and glass Tazza

Small useful pieces of silver still sell and are good ‘starter
lots’ for new collectors and the Austro-Hungarian silver and
glass tazza illustrated was one such lot at under £100.

Sailing Clipper

English bracket clock 1816

Longcase clocks are now just starting to move up in price
again, but they must be small, the cases must be in fine
condition and a good maker helps. Restoration costs can be
extremely expensive.
Large, useable, early silver items, punch bowls and claret
jugs for example, are now doing much better than a couple
of years ago. People do entertain at home again now and we
are finding that some large dinner services are in demand.
Sets of Waterford cut-glass drinking glasses are nowadays
making very high prices, which is good news and shows a
home dinner party trend again hopefully.
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Chinese reverse paintings on glass I find interesting because
of the reverse technique. You have to think back-to-front!
The one illustrated here is of a sailing clipper under sail
flying the red ensign. Quite a statement piece in its original
black ebonised effect frame. The dark frame would probably
dissuade most younger buyers with modern houses and the
interest in maritime and railway antiques has waned over
recent years. Toys of
almost any description
seem to be flying high.
Gold wristwatches
and pocket watches
are making exceptional
money sometimes. I have
illustrated a silver-cased
chronometer by
Emmanuel Wise who was
born in Poland in 1843,
but had a workshop at
Cheetham in Manchester
from 1871 for about
Silver-cased chronometer thirty years.

Italian chest of drawers c1900

Having said previously that furniture is slow selling, when
good, pretty pieces come onto the market through auction
they can bring high prices. This Italian chest of drawers
c1900 is pretty and small and in fine condition, so I would
expect it should make up into the high hundreds of pounds.
In a Wirral property recently we discovered a boat – not
just any old boat, but a Napoleonic first-rate ship of the line
– i.e. over 100 guns – this model boat was made from bone
by prisoners of war in those times and they created wonderful
works of art. Very few of these rare models ever come onto
the open market through auction and on February 12th we
expect to see brisk bidding from international bidders in the
region of £5,000 – £10,000 or more!

I don’t know how many of our readers are Twitter addicts,
but if you look at our Twitter site @CatoCrane you can follow
us around and see our discoveries day by day; the editor of
Heswall Magazine and The Lake is a keen follower!
Finally, I hope the year so far is going well for you. and
please telephone me on 0151 342 2321 with your 2020
antique discoveries for home visits, or drop into our office on
The Mount in Heswall, but just telephone me first please to
make an appointment. We are a likeable team at Cato Crane
and always try to help when we can! Happy Antique Hunting
to Everyone...
And, finally… what is this blue and white pierced, deep
oblong bowl used for?

Model Naoleonic ship
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A Planet Full of Plastic at
Heswall Primary School

What is our truth?
By Kate Silcock
We have become so accustomed to society sending subliminal
messages and influencing our decisions that, for many of us,
they go against what our real inner truth is. Decisions we would
ordinarily make easily become difficult, it becomes a game of
second guessing and then we are left wondering and obsessing
if we made the right one. This applies to everyone and not
just parents. We are so overwhelmed with images of the
‘picture-perfect’ life that the decisions we make can often be
made as a result of what we feel we ‘should’ be doing as
opposed to what we really want to be doing.
This continuous comparison of what you see and what
you feel you should (a) be doing, (b) be feeling, or (c) look like,
can often have a negative impact on your emotional well-being.
On a conscious level, we know that this isn’t ‘real life’ and that
it’s only a snapshot, a poisoned chalice of the truth behind the
screen, yet we scroll and subconsciously set ourselves standards
that we feel we should live up to.
But why?
Arguably, it all leads to the same thing: what we want people to
think or to believe to be true about who we are and what we have.
I have a love/hate relationship with social media, preferring
Instagram above the rest. I find it a great platform to share my
journey and discuss things that inspire and motivate me.
However, at times, I can be sucked into the comparison cycle
of doom and this can leave you feeling pretty deflated.
It can prompt you to question your own truth and happiness
and make you question: why your decor doesn’t look as ‘trendy’,
or why the food you prepare for your family doesn’t seem as
healthy, as organic. Why your holidays don’t seem as glamorous
as those that you’re seeing online. Why, despite you trying, your
waistline doesn’t match up to those on the grid: the list goes
on...why your husband doesn’t buy you extravagant gifts, why
you don’t feel comfortable breastfeeding in public. Why can’t
your children swim, cycle, read like those you see on line. why,
why, why.
But it’s hard to remember, so – when this happens, I try to think
of this: it’s not about the numbers, the followers, the likes, the
comments. It’s about you remembering that your time on social
media is a choice and that you are free to like, dislike, follow
and unfollow whoever and whatever doesn’t make you feel good.
The fact is, what you see online isn’t the full truth. It’s a
glimmer, a quick insight into what may be the best part of a bad
day. But we don’t see this. We see what others want us to see.
Try to remember that other people’s so-called truth shouldn’t be
an aspiration of ours – what they post has often be chosen
purposefully to reflect a version of their truth that they want
others to believe. It’s a snapshot of their entirety and not a
reflection of our own.

To connect with Kate, follow her on
Instagram @aliceinworryland.
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Heswall Primary were delighted to premiere ‘A Planet Full of Plastic
(and how you can help)’ at their annual science and eco festival,
Wirral Science Under the Stars, last Thursday. Inspired by a book of
the same name by author Neal Layton, the film gives strong message
to all about the harmful effects of using single-use plastics. Filmed
by Impossible Arts and shown on a giant outdoor screen, it was
written by Heswall Primary and recorded in collaboration with six
schools in the South Deeside Primary School Federation: Heswall,
Irby, Thingwall, Barnston, Pensby and Gayton. The film charts the
development of plastic from its creation by scientist Leo Baekeland
to the devastating impact it is currently having on oceans across
the world. The amusing ending, featuring an ensemble of dancing
and singing Wombles, was a particularly memorable moment for all
the staff and pupils on filming day.
“Filming day was so exciting; we filled the whole school hall with
Wombles and children wearing Ocean Blue T-shirts. Even the teachers
were dressed as Wombles! Our Headteacher Mr Lawrenson was
Great Uncle Bulgaria!”
Heswall Primary School has been working on a plastic pledge
campaign, as part of the Wirral Coast to Country Campaign, started
by Deeside Primary Schools. Last year, Heswall hosted a plastic
pledge outdoor market in the summer and also gave every child an
Ocean Blue ‘Take the Plastic Pledge’ T-shirt, which the children wore
on their summer holidays to spread the message across the globe.
Heswall Headteacher Jon Lawrenson said: “Our entire curriculum
is built on making emotional connections to our learning. Our Eco
work flows right through this curriculum. We have helped develop
young agents of change, who want to care for our planet. It has
become embedded in our whole school culture. This film has allowed
the children to show, through artwork and song, how passionately
they care about the Earth and we hope it will be shared far and wide.
One pupil said: “The film is sad in some places, but this is
because we want people to realise that by making small changes
to the way they live they can help save the planet.”

What’s on @ The Black Horse
The end of February will see a new menu, offering hearty home
cooked food. We look forward to welcoming customers old and new.

EVERY THURSDAY 8.30PM

OPEN MIC
NIGHT

LAST FRIDAY OF
EVERY MONTH

Every Monday

BRIAN MURPHY
& FRIENDS

STARTS
17TH FEB

PLUS LIVE HORSE RACING

30 School Hill, Lower Heswall CH60 0DP
Telephone 0151 364 4351
FREE FUNCTION ROOM HIRE (HOLDS 40 PEOPLE) – CATERING AVAILABLE

