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Ann Cleeves: Seeing the Edge of Places
By Margaret Murphy

Ann Cleeves is famous worldwide as a bestselling, multi-award-winning
crime writer. She is the author of two hugely successful series of
novels, both of which have been adapted for TV: Vera (returning for
its tenth season in 2020) and Shetland, the fifth season of which
ended in March 2019 with fans clamouring for more of the Scottish
BAFTA-winning drama. Which is reason enough to be proud of this
British crime-writing phenomenon – but Wirral has a special reason
to be proud, for it was here, on Hilbre Island, that Ann Cleeves
began her writing career.
Ann came to Wirral via Fair Isle: her association with the Shetland
Isles goes back more than forty years. In the mid-1970s, Ann had
dropped out of university and was working as a childcare officer in
London, enjoying the work, but not city living. “I like to see the edge
of places,” she explains. A friend had landed the job of assistant
warden at the Fair Isle observatory and rang to say there was a job
going as assistant cook. “I couldn’t cook, and had little interest in
birds,” Ann says, with dry understatement. “But when you’re
nineteen that doesn’t matter much. Luckily, birders aren’t usually
fussy eaters; they like their food hot, and plenty of it.” And she
soon had a repertoire of wholesome recipes to hand. (From
first-hand experience, I can attest that Ann is now an excellent
cook and has been known to take North East specialities such as
‘Singin’ Hinnies’, hot from the griddle, to the cast and crew of Vera
on location.)
She fell in love with Fair Isle, its people – and a young ornithologist
named Tim Cleeves. Tim became RSPB Observatory Warden at
Hilbre in 1977, after they married, and they lived there for four and
a half years. During that time, Ann trained as a probation officer,
had Sarah, her first child – and wrote her first novel. Ann describes
“Tramping across the mud of the Dee from Hilbre to West Kirby at
low tide, heavily pregnant, dressed in oilskin and wellies.” She was
given permission to stow her gear in a council workers’ toolshed
near (or possibly under) the sailing club, changing into office dress
for college, and – after she qualified – for work. “It’s no coincidence
that my first novel is about a birder who has his brains bashed in,”
she adds with the ghost of a smile.
Coincidentally, during the summer of 1981, I was a ‘Ranger
Interpreter’, taking guided walks on Wirral Country Park. I knew that
Ann and Tim Cleeves were on Hilbre, and that Ann had written a
novel. I’d also heard some tales from the other rangers of Tim’s
hair-raising escapades – but Ann and I never crossed paths during
that time. It wasn’t until the late 1990s that we met at my first
crime convention; I knew nobody and walked into a publisher’s
drinks party absolutely terrified. With typical warmth and kindness,
Ann scooped me up and we stayed in touch, so that later, when I
founded Murder Squad (a roving band of northern crime writers), I
invited Ann to join us. This was year 2000, and she was still an
unknown. Clearly, that’s all changed, yet despite having achieved
the kind of world fame most respectable crime writers would kill for,
Ann continues to work with Murder Squad, attending, promoting,
and even facilitating events, including an evening with me at
Bebington Library next February, and a 20th anniversary party for
Murder Squad at WH Smith Chester next March.
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Ann made the decision early in 2017 that Wild Fire would be
her last Shetland novel, but held off making the announcement
until this year. “There are 23,000 people in the entire Shetland
isles,” she says, “and I’ve killed a fair few of them.” Tragically, just
as she’d completed Wild Fire – her farewell to Jimmy Perez – in
December of 2017, Ann’s husband died suddenly. Shetland is so
bound up in her relationship with Tim – he proposed to her on Fair
Isle in 1976, and it was on Fair Isle that she had the inspiration for
the first Shetland book – that “it would be too painful to do more,”
she says.
Family and friends were on hand to help, and there were well over
200 mourners at Tim’s funeral – Murf and I were among a sizeable
overspill who stood in the snow outside the chapel, listening via a
PA system to the readings and music and funny remembrances of
this big-hearted bear of a man. Reading helped Ann through that
dark period, as did writing. “I needed to run away, not just from the
memories of our life together, but from the sympathy of the people
who’d known us as a couple.”
Her place of escape was Devon: “I grew up in North Devon and
was very happy there.” She visited an old school friend, taking long
walks on the beaches and visiting the small towns of her youth.
She found solace there, and also the setting for a new series:
“The Long Call features Detective Inspector Mathew Venn. He
grew up in a small evangelical community as the beloved only son
of doting parents. When he was eighteen, he lost his faith, and
was cast out.” This brutal process breaks all ties between the
community and the ‘unfellowshipped’ person, leaving them bereft
of friends and even family.
The novel starts with the discovery of the body of a man with the
tattoo of an albatross on his neck. “He’s found on Crow Point, an
eerie bit of beach that points into the Taw and Torridge estuary,”
Ann says. We first encounter Matthew Venn at the funeral of his
father: he has returned to North Devon after living in Bristol for
some years, and this is his first case in the Two Rivers region.
“Why this particular location?” I ask. She likes the complexity of
the location. “I know it quite well; I like the cosiness of cream teas
and thatched cottages, but it’s much more rugged and ‘left behind’
than people realise,” she says. “The big hotels in Ilfracombe have
become hostels for the homeless – places where drifters come
and go. Add in weekend and holiday visitors – families as well as
wealthy teenagers who come to surf or celebrate exam results with
beach parties – and you get a mix of very different people, and
really interesting interactions.”
The Long Call made it onto The Times and New York Times
bestseller lists within the first week of publication, and the
‘Two Rivers’ series has been snapped up by Silverprint Pictures,
the TV production company responsible for both Vera and Shetland,
so hopefully, we’ll be seeing Matthew Venn on TV soon.

A DATE FOR YOUR DIARIES
If you have burning questions of your own for
Ann Cleeves, Margaret Murphy will be in conversation
with her (in her Ashley Dyer guise) at Bebington Library
on 19th February next year. Check www.ashley-dyer.com
and Wirral Libraries’ Facebook page for ticket information.

Pitfalls and problems for high value estates
The Residence Nil-Rate Band (RNRB) was
introduced on 6th April 2017 and has now risen
to £150,000. It can be claimed by those whose
estate, on death, included a property which was
their main residence, and one or more of the
beneficiaries are ‘direct descendants’.
Sally Johnson, solicitor specialising in Wills,
Trusts and Probate at Jackson Lees based at
Heswall comments;
For many, the introduction of the RNRB
allowance meant less inheritance tax would be
payable on the value of their estate when they died. Leaving everything
to their spouse/civil partner therefore seemed like the most logical thing
to do as when they die, provided they leave their estate to their direct
descendants, their executors would be able to claim the first spouse/
civil partners unused tax allowances. Based on the current allowances
this could provide a married couple/civil partners with a combined tax
free allowance of £900,000.
Sally Johnson

The pitfalls
For people whose estates are valued at more than £2 million, they
may find that they do not see all or any benefit of the RNRB allowance,
particularly if they elect to leave their estates to each other.
The RNRB allowance is reduced by £1 for every £2 that a net estate
exceeds £2million in value. However, there are options available which
can potentially preserve a couple’s entitlement to the RNRB allowance.
Switching ownership of a property to Tenants in Common allows each
spouse/civil partner to control how their share in their property passes
on death.
Wills can then be prepared leaving their share of the value of the
property up to the value of their available RNRB, to their direct
descendant ie, children, on the first death. The benefit of this would
be that it would allow the RNRB allowance to be utilised on the first
death as well as reduce the value of the assets in the estate of the
surviving spouse/civil partner.

On the second death; if the value of the estate is now below £2million
they would benefit from another RNRB allowance or a proportion of it,
or, even if the RNRB can’t be claimed, their family will have benefitted
from at least one allowance, which may otherwise have been lost.
Utilising trusts in Wills can also assist in further reducing the value
of the surviving spouses/civil partner’s estate so as to increase the
chances that their total estate, on their death will be below £2million.
The specialist knowledge of our team at Jackson Lees can advise you in
relation to the various trust arrangements, taking into account the size
of your estate and your personal circumstances.
If you would like to talk to one of our specialist advisers about
the RNRB and how this may affect your estate, please call us free
on 0808 256 4659 (free to call from mobiles) or email enquiry@
jacksonlees.co.uk or visit our website www.jacksonlees.co.uk

What Jackson Lees can do for you…
• We offer free half-hour appointments for anyone who wishes to
find out more about our services
• Heswall office is open on a Saturday (book for an appointment)
    – Open in December up to and including 14th December 2019,  
            not open on Saturdays after this date
    – Our Saturday office will reopen after Christmas on 4th Jan 2020
• Four local offices to choose from:
    – Heswall 0151 909 8185
    – Hoylake 0151 909 8183
    – Birkenhead 0151 909 8186
    – Liverpool 0151 909 2184
• We also offer assistance if you are in a dispute regarding inheritance
• We offer free safe storage of any Will
• We can register your Will on Certainty’s national Wills database
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Port Sunlight Garden Centre
Freshly cut Christmas trees, wreaths and planters
bring a flurry of activity to the plant area – wrap
up and choose your Christmas tree from the
hundreds on offer.
The whole Garden Centre is filled with the colours
and scents of Christmas, an ever-changing
selection of gifts for friends and family. New
additions arrive weekly so there is always
something special to find after a relaxing lunch.
It’s the Place for Christmas with those tasty
mince pies!
Sweet Crust, Large Star and Vegan Gin Iced
mince pies make the Café at Port Sunlight
Garden Centre the perfect spot for a festive
treat to nibble with friends.
Visit for lunch and you will find Roasted Turkey
Club, the famous Posh Fish Finger Sandwich as
well as the new winter menu including Celeriac,
Fennel and Garden Pea Potato cakes with Lime
Radish Salsa Verde.
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Santa will be in his Grotto with Mrs Claus for
magical Grotto visits. Port Sunlight Santa has
time for a little story and a singalong with a
gift…it is a jolly experience not to be missed!
Add a little sparkle to your Thursday evenings
with our Christmas Nights amongst the twinkling
lights until 8pm – every Thursday in December
until Christmas, the café will be serving a full
menu until 7pm with cakes, bakes and mince
pies until 8pm.
Without a doubt the place for Christmas this
festive season!

Have you got a retirement plan?
By Alan Mellor, Managing Director of Phillip Bates & Co Financial Services

Alan Mellor

The end of one year and the start of a new one is often a time
when people begin to look ahead. January is one of the peak
times for our chartered financial planners starting to work with
new clients. Our first conversation is about ascertaining what
the client wants.
We need to understand the stage of life they are at. Are they
approaching retirement or do they still have children at school
or university? Do they own a business or are they employees?
Has the mortgage been paid off? Do they have savings or have
recently inherited?
We like to know what makes people tick away from work too.
Do they have hobbies or enjoy dining out or taking holidays? Or
do they have more of a cautious mindset when thinking about

spending? It is our job to ask the right questions to be able to
advise the client in the most appropriate and personalised way
and start to build an effective investment plan.
We would expect to gain a good insight at our no obligation
first meeting, which is always free, from which we can respond
with a bespoke proposal we believe is right for the client.
Once someone becomes a client, we will agree their priorities
and start to create a plan with the objective of providing
long-term financial security.
We look at our clients’ various policies, pensions, investments
and accounts and, using industry-leading software, provide a
detailed analysis of the current position and what needs to be
done to achieve those future goals.
Markets are forever changing. Part of our responsibility to
you as our client is to keep abreast of fluctuations in terms of
financial models, products, risks and cost of funds. The one
thing which is certain is that the financial services industry has
changed a lot – and for the better – since I first started out 30
years ago.
Putting in place a long-term financial plan, that is carefully
considered but maintains an element of flexibility, is the
essential starting point.
The fun bit of our job is not so much watching our clients save
money, but helping them to achieve and enjoy the retirement
they envisage when the time comes.
For more information or to arrange a free initial consultation,
visit www.phillipbatesfs.co.uk or call 0151 353 1066.
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From Russia to Heswall
By Jennifer Deakin, with introduction from Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald
My mother was manageress of Gould’s bookshop in Heswall at the
time and they ran a promotion to coincide with the launch. Following
the attention given to the book in the national press, Florence was
interviewed by James Cameron for BBC2’s Yesterday’s Witness
programme in September 1974. The photograph published in the
Radio Times on 12th September shows her standing with some of
her memorabilia – Roger Lane has suggested that this may have
been taken in the grounds of Heathermount. This was followed by
an exhibition of her photographs and memorabilia in Heswall Hall in
January 1975, and it may be that some readers were fortunate to
have been able to meet Florence and attend her exhibition.

Florence in her black outdoor uniform ©IWM, Q107166,
Under Government Orphan Works Scheme Licence number OWLS000188-1

Early this year the Heswall Society was contacted by Jennifer
Deakin, a PhD student at Canterbury Christ Church University, who
is researching the life of the late Florence Farmborough, a previous
Heswall resident. Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald were fascinated
by the very eventful life of this remarkable woman and we asked
Jennifer to relate the story. We were not able to find out much about
Florence’s time in Heswall apart from some local newspaper cuttings,
and we appeal to our readers who may have known Florence, or
helped care for her, to share any information they may have. The
whereabouts are known of only a small number of Florence’s original
photographs that she published in books and exhibited – mainly in
the Imperial War Museum as well as in Heswall –and any clues to
the location of the others would be enormously helpful.
Jennifer takes up the story…
In 1974, Florence Farmborough (1887–1978) with the encouragement
of her family and, in particular, her niece Fiona Howell-Williams,
published the first edition of her diary: Nurse at the Russian Front,
A Diary 1914–18, followed in 1979 by a collection of photographs
published posthumously: Russian Album, 1908–1918. At that time
of publication of Nurse at the Russian Front, she was living on the
top floor of Heathermount, a retirement home on the Mount in
Heswall, at that time run by the Heswall Abbeyfield Society (now
run by the Allandale Care Group), having previously shared a flat
with her sister in Newton Abbott before moving to Heswall in 1969.
As her niece Fiona was involved with the administration of the
Abbeyfield Society, this suggests that she was instrumental in
Florence becoming a resident and although living in North Wales
would have been able to visit Florence regularly.
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Florence with her some of her memorabilia, 1974 ©Radio Times

I subsequently acquired my signed first edition of Florence’s
book, which I carefully put away to read when time permitted – I
rediscovered it 2015 and this has led to my current PhD research.
Florence had always wanted to travel and left England in 1905
to take up the post as governess to the two daughters of eminent
Russian heart surgeon Dr Pavel Sergeyevich Usov, in Moscow.
When war broke out she joined the Russian Red Cross and took the
necessary exams to enable her to serve at the front as a surgical
nursing sister. This was at a time when women were prevented from
serving at the front in the west. She became a member of a ‘Flying
Unit’ which was continually on the move to wherever they were
needed to provide initial treatment for the wounded. This helped to
reduce the number of deaths of badly wounded soldiers who often
had to travel long distances for treatment in field hospitals.
Florence was also a keen amateur photographer and her Russian
album in particular graphically documents the period she was in
Russia. She took images whenever the opportunity arose of
everything she was a witness to – from the effects on the soldiers,
on the local population and the ravages and devastation to the
countryside. However, her nursing duties took precedence over her
desire to take images. As her reputation became known among the
fighting forces, she was also asked to take images so the album
also contains some posed shots.

Group of Russian Army drivers, Farmborough. © IWM, Q98415,
Licence number OWLS000188-2

Although small hand-held cameras were in use by that time, they
were generally unaffordable for the majority of soldiers on the
Eastern Front. Florence seems to have preferred using a large glass
plate camera favoured at that period by professional photographers,
as is evident in the quality of her images. However, this in turn
presented various logistical difficulties as regards obtaining supplies
and having her prints processed, although copies were transported
through the Russian internal zemstvo system.

Dead soldier on the battlefield, Farmborough © IWM, Q98431
Licence number OWLS000188-3

As her time in Russia went on, the escalation of the conflict and
the internal political unrest which resulted in the outbreak of the
1917 Revolution meant her images became increasingly graphic.
Together with the accounts in her diary they provide a unique
perspective from one who was there and witnessed first-hand the
atrocities inflicted by conflict.
Life in Russia, particularly for women, was often very different from
that experienced in the west, with women working alongside men,
particularly in rural areas. However, in war also they undertook many
roles from which they had previously been excluded. Florence’s
nursing duties also brought her into contact with ‘The Women’s
Battalion of Death’ and their leader Yashka Bochkareva, who had
served in the Russian Army since 1915 and had continued fighting
after her husband was killed. Yashka initially recruited 2,000
members to the unit who pledged to fight until death if necessary.
The Battalion was initially formed to encourage and motivate
soldiers to continue fighting, when the Bolshevik forces were
encouraging mutinies and soldiers to desert their posts. Although
initially being subjected to ridicule by the existing male soldiers, the
female soldiers soon proved their worth and were taken seriously –
often manning trenches that had been abandoned by the Russian
Infantry. Many women were injured and killed during the onslaught
and Florence wrote in her diary of treating some of the wounded
members of the Unit.
With the outbreak of the Revolution Florence’s position as a
foreigner became increasing untenable, resulting in her nursing unit
being eventually disbanded in autumn 1917. She managed to travel
by train, crossing Siberia to Vladivostok, and one of the first people
she met there was Yashka, who was also escaping the military
regime. They both left Russia on an American transport ship, The
Sheridan, with Florence subsequently returning to England. Following
World War 1, Florence worked as an English teacher at the University

Portrait of Yashka Botchkareva, 1919 taken from the 2015 reprint of her book.
© Frederick A. Stokes Co.

of Valencia also making English broadcasts about General Franco’s
activities during the Spanish Civil War. She returned to London in
1940 helping refugees from Gibraltar and during 1941–1945 served
in the censorship department in Jamaica, before moving back to the
UK and buying a house in Worthing, Sussex.
The initial print run for Nurse at the Russian Front ran to some
10,000 copies and resulted in her receiving recognition in both
local and national press publications. Her photography has,
however, received little recognition but together with that of other
female photographers of the period such as Käthe Buchler,
Christina Broom and Olive Edis, provides a valuable resource of
material generally overlooked, at a time when war photography in
particular was a very male-dominated preserve. Current references
are still being made to her to her work, but have tended to
concentrate on her written contribution to accounts of the period.
The most recent display of her work was part of the ‘No Man’s Land’
touring exhibition which depicted rarely seen female perspectives
from those working during World War 1, through to current artists
and photographers. From its inception in 2017 in Bradford at the
Impressions Gallery, the final showing was held at the Bishop
Auckland Town Hall from February to April in 2019.

Farmborough’s images in the No Man’s Land exhibition,
Impressions Gallery, Bradford, 2017 © Jennifer Deakin

The Imperial War Museum in London currently holds the most
comprehensive archive of her work and comprises 68 copy prints,
17 reels of oral history interviews conducted in 1975 together with
items of memorabilia. However, the full extent of her collection and
the whereabouts of her original glass plates and negatives have
not been traced despite extensive research, so it is hoped that
eventually they may materialise. Florence was also interviewed in
1975 by Peter Liddle, and a transcript of the recording together with
copies of some of her images are also held in the Brotherton Library
at the University of Leeds.
Submitted by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com or 0151 3429 269)
with grateful thanks to Jennifer Deakin for writing it on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was
established in 1953 “for the public benefit to conserve the heritage of the Ward of Heswall”.
For more details of membership and activities please call Roger Lane or visit theheswallsociety.org.uk
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Walking over Hot Coals for
Wirral Hospice St John’s
Wirral Hospice St John’s holds a special place in the hearts and minds
of Wirral people. Many have raised thousands of pounds completing
challenges to help the hospice raise monies to continue to
provide its expert pain management and symptom control for
people with life-limiting illnesses as well as support for their families.
In 2019, events such as Walk in the Park, It’s a Knockout and
Mucky Mudder have attracted hundreds of supporters to ‘have a
go’ in hospice-managed events, while others have signed up for
personal trials of endurance, organised by others, to walk, run,
swim, skydive and cycle to raise funds for the hospice.
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And now we know that people are prepared, literally, to walk
over hot coals to show their, and their sponsors’, magnificent
commitment to the hospice.
On Friday 8th November, more than 50 hardy souls, (‘soles’?)
displayed a rousing level of dedication to walk, barefoot, over
several feet of glowing hot embers in Wirral Hospice St John’s first
ever FireWalk, which was staged next to the hospice grounds.
A team of around ten hospice staff and regular volunteers joined
the rest of the prospective firewalkers in a motivational workshop
an hour before the event, delivered by master firewalk instructor,
Steve Consalvez of Success Formulae.
Some people were ‘in the zone’ early during the sessiom and
demonstrated supreme focus by agreeing to walk over broken glass
or breaking arrows, normally used in archery, against a wall using
only their throats! All this before embarking on the FireWalk!
Outside was a stunning sight for a large and supportive, and
possibly more apprehensive, crowd of spectators who watched as
organisers set fire to a bonfire of charcoal logs for the firewalk, with
the atmosphere being further stoked by Batala Mersey, an exciting
drumming band who brought the upbeat rhythm of Afro-Brazilian
samba to an exciting and inspirational evening.
The audience cheered and chanted loudly as each of the
firewalkers emerged from the workshop and lined up to take their
first step. Then, after a deep breath, each person strode across
the glowing mass of embers, sparks and cinders burning at around
1,000 degrees Fahrenheit.
Now a special type of respect is ascribed to all those people who
crashed through their personal barriers to walk purposefully over
several metres of hot coals and all to raise funds for their beloved
local hospice.
Sarah Burgess, Wirral Hospice St John’s fundraising officer,
says: “It was a special evening. We’re so in awe of our fabulous
firewalkers and, in fact, of all of the individuals and businesses
who take part in and support the hospice through sponsorship,
challenges and events throughout the year. Their dedication means
we can provide the specialised nursing and clinical services so
cherished by our whole Wirral community.”

We would like to wish all our customers a very Merry Christmas.
Book now to discuss your 2020 kitchen project.

Looking up Pensby Road in 1938 when Pensby was starting to get built up. The gable end of The Orchard can be seen behind the trees beyond the shops.

The Orchard in Pensby
By Greg Dawson
Built in about 1890, The Orchard was a large house which stood
on Pensby Road between what are today Laurelhurst Avenue and
Marks Way. It was originally a gentleman’s residence with large
gardens, a tied cottage, stables, outbuildings, greenhouses and
an orchard to the rear. Although it was a big house in a nice spot
surrounded by fields, for some reason the families that lived there
in the early days did not stay long. Some said that it was haunted.
In 1891, 33-year-old Liverpool born provisions merchant George
Lyell moved into The Orchard with his wife Annie and their five
children. They must have lived in Bebington for a number of years,
because four of their children (Annie, Maud, Gertrude and George)
were born there, before moving to Barnston for a while where
Allan, their youngest child, was born. Also living at The Orchard
were George’s sister-in-law, Catherine Thomas, born in Tranmere;
Alice McCann, an Irish servant; and Elizabeth Davies, also a
servant, born in Thornton Hough. In the mid-1890s, the Lyell family
left and John Hedgecock moved in and lived there until about
1900, when Richard Isherwood came and stayed until about 1905.
At last a gentleman who liked The Orchard and Pensby came
along. This was Edward Danger and he lived there for about 20
years. He was a Liverpool businessman believed to be in shipping.
Every morning his coachman (who lived in the tied cottage), drove
him by horse and carriage to Storeton Station (closed to passengers
in 1951 and shut down completely in 1964) where he caught the
train and travelled to his office in Liverpool. When his coachman
left, Mr Danger employed Jane (Jinny) Smith as coachdriver. She
lived at 398 Pensby Road and was known to be very good with
horses. Every weekday morning and evening, Jinny would be seen
driving Mr Danger’s carriage to and from Storeton Railway Station
via Gills Lane, Barnston Road and Storeton Lane, with a Dalmatian
and a Scottie dog trotting along underneath. Mr and Mrs Danger
were a very kind couple and well liked by the locals.
The late Charlotte Buchanan recalled to me an interesting tale
which portrayed the kindness of Edward Danger and his wife.
Charlotte’s family came to Wirral from Scotland and her father was
employed as foreman on the construction of Thingwall Reservoir at
Cross Hill, Barnston Road. She lived in 14 Gills Lane, the sixth old
house up from Pensby Road. It is the end house of three in Tower
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New Brighton Tower, which could be seen from upstairs in Tower View Terrace, Gills
Lane. The Tower was built in 1899 and this postcard states that it was 621 feet high.
Considerably taller than Blackpool Tower, it could be seen from all over Wirral.

View terrace, so called because in those days you could see New
Brighton Tower from the bedroom window. In 1918, Mrs Glenn,
the vicar’s wife from Barnston Church (who could be very kind, but
sometimes a bit hoity-toity) organised a children’s party to celebrate
the ending of the war.

The date stamp on the reverse side of this New Brighton Tower
postcard shows that it was sent in 1918, the year before the tower
was dismantled for scrap.

When the children arrived with their Coronation mugs ready for a
day’s fun, Mrs Glenn turned away all the children who had come
from Newtown. Newtown was the old original name for the block
of Victorian terraced houses and cottages built in Marlfield Lane,
Gills Lane and along Pensby Road from Gills Lane to Fender Way.
Mrs Glenn said that although Newtown was in Barnston Parish, it
was considered to be part of Pensby and the party was for Barnston
children only. The children of Newtown were very upset and those
like Charlotte Buchanan who had lost brothers in the war were
heartbroken. When the children arrived back home in Newtown, one
of the parents told Mr and Mrs Danger how disgusted and hurt they
all were. Mrs Danger said for them not to worry as she would see
to it that all the local children would have a party, and what a party
it was. Mrs Danger held it on her land behind The Orchard and all
the children from Newtown and Pensby were invited along with their
parents. The men were given bottles of ale and a twist of ‘bacca’
and the women received packets of tea and bags of sugar (which
had been rationed due to the war). Games and races were organised
for the children. The winner of the race got five shillings (25p), second
place got two shillings and sixpence, and third place got one shilling
and sixpence. That was big money in 1918 as a man only earned
about a pound (20 shillings) a week. No child was allowed to win
more than once. Charlotte won her race and gave the five shillings
to her mother to buy groceries. In the evening, after all the fun and
games, everyone was given a good tea. The Newtown kids couldn’t
wait to get back to school and let the Barnston children know that
the Pensby party was a real ‘slap-up do’. When Mrs Glenn heard
that Mrs. Danger had stepped in and treated everyone in the
neighbourhood to a party, I believe her nose was put out of joint.
Sadly for the people of Pensby, Mr and Mrs Danger moved on and
in the late 1920s, Mr and Mrs Ball moved into The Orchard. I
believe Mr. Ball was a contractor connected to Birkenhead Lairage.
My dad got to know him when delivering his milk from my grandfather’s
farm in Thingwall. In later years, the coach house at The Orchard,
which stood where Pensby Library now is, became the home of the
local policeman, Mr Winstanley. After he left, Jim Burns, a well-known
local character, moved into the little house from across the road.
Jim was brought up in number 400 Pensby Road before the Great
War and was a very hardworking man. He worked on market gardens
and delivered sacks of coal from Proffit’s shop with a team of big
carthorses. Proffit’s shop later became the 8 O’Clock Shop and
is now a private house standing opposite Laurelhurst Avenue. Jim
‘Squitty’ Burns was one of the few locals who saw the Pensby rat
plague. One night in 1921, thousands of rats swarmed out of a field
where Laurelhurst Avenue now is. They covered Pensby Road from
side to side for quite a distance and, like a black moving blanket,
they squeaked and scurried past The Orchard before entering a field
where Belmont Drive is built and made off towards Barnston.
Many families lived in The Orchard over the years before it became
a private nursing home. Old local resident Mrs Elizabeth Wilbraham,
my dad’s sister, who had lived at 378 Pensby Road for over 70
years, passed away at The Orchard Nursing Home in 1991 aged
99. Sadly, The Orchard, which was one of the very few Victorian
residences built in Pensby, has been demolished and is now a
building site.
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Car dealers
who care
There are car dealers, and then, there are
car dealers! Now established over three
decades, Irby Motors are car dealers on
the Wirral you can trust.
Trust for professional service. Trust for
excellent value for money. Equally important,
however, you can trust Irby Motors for
something that’s hard to find these days.
A friendly, do anything to please you
approach. At Irby Motors, we care about
you and your vehicle. It shows.
If you’re selling a car or buying a car,
check out all we can offer you now, then
contact us. The chances are we have
exactly what you’re looking for.

Christmas Day
Community Lunch
Hosted by Heswall Parish in St. Peter’s Centre,
Village Road, Lower Heswall
12.30pm – 4.00pm
If you, or someone you know, might otherwise be alone on
Christmas Day, you’d be welcome to enjoy lunch in the
company of others. Transport may also be available.

For more details contact the Parish Office
342 3471 or office@heswallparish.co.uk
by 18th December.
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If you’re looking for an MOT, servicing or
repairs, look no further. We’ll even collect
your car - and drop it off for you later!

Give us a call on
0151 648 5488
9 Mill Hill Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 4UB

Visit our new website
www.irbymotor.co.uk

Orthodontics
Your straight smile is on the horizon! We are a proud provider of Invisalign®
aligners, a great alternative to the train-track brace, with outstanding results.

Dental Implants
Have you considered dental implants to help improve function and
appearance? Whether through accident or decay, there’s no doubt that
losing teeth can have an emotional impact. Thankfully, we can use implant
technology to replace missing teeth, enhance and rejuvenate the aesthetics
of your smile, and prevent bone deterioration.

Special Interest Dentists
We boast a dedicated team of industry experts, each with a special interest
in Dentistry. These include, dental implants, cosmetic dentistry, facial
aesthetics, orthodontics, oral surgery, acupuncture, IV sedation for nervous
patients and root canal treatment.

Anxious Patients
If you are one of the estimated 13% of the people in the UK who avoids
regular dental appointments due to fear, worry no more! We understand the
anxiety that some people face and our aim is always to help you feel calm
and relaxed. We’ve invested in the best equipment and training – allowing
you to feel comfortable and at ease.

Facial Aesthetics
Welcome to the recently refurbished Heswall Dental Practice. We pride
ourselves on our friendly and professional dental team who take the time to
perform a thorough health assessment. Our clinicians use their experience
and latest technology to provide a range of general and cosmetic dental
services including:

At Heswall Dental Practice we can offer professional consultations and
treatments to reduce the appearance of facial lines and wrinkles.
Why not pop in and see us at 7 The Mount, Heswall CH60 4RE or give
us a call on 0151 342 8628.

General & Family Dentistry
General dentistry is uniquely orientated toward the prevention of disease.
We place a strong emphasis on oral health, hygiene and education to help
patients avoid any nasty oral diseases.

Preventative Dentistry
Book an appointment with one of our hygienists and give your teeth a
professional clean with a scale and polish.

Cosmetic Dentistry
From Teeth Whitening to Porcelain Veneers and White Fillings, our cosmetic
options are designed to be low maintenance with little to no interference in
your lifestyle as possible.

Welcome to Heswall Dental Practice. We’re a popular
family-friendly Dental Centre providing first class dentistry for
Private and NHS patients. We’re a bunch of friendly, welcoming
individuals all with a passion for people and dentistry. If you’re
nervous, unhappy with your current Dental Practice or just looking
for change, why not get in touch or pop in to see us.

Our Services

PREVENTATIVE
CARE

COSMETIC
TREATMENT

DENTAL
IMPLANTS

PATIENT
MEMBERSHIP

INVISALIGN
ORTHODONTICS

FACIAL
AESTHETICS

7 The Mount, Heswall, Wirral CH60 4RE
Telephone: 0151 342 8628
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Fairfield Nursing Home
Fairfield was opened in 1989 and has been adapted to
accommodate twenty-nine residents, while retaining all the
original homely features of the building. Set in its own spacious
grounds, well-established rhododendron bushes create a blaze
of colour on the front lawn. Fairfield really is a home from home
because great care has been taken to create a pleasant
environment in which residents can feel completely relaxed.
We are rated as ‘Good’ with the CQC.
Fairfield has recently seen the appointment of a new manager
and deputy manager. Together Julie and Amanda are introducing
new concepts and changes to patient care delivery. Both have
experience as registered nurses as well as in the wider community.
Both Julie and Amanda are Champions for End of life care.
We have a good rapport with The Warrens Medical Centre – a
dedicated GP provides a ward round every Tuesday and will attend
at any other times should we need advice on anyone causing
concern. We have recently introduced the new EMAR electronic

medication recording system and are the first home of the
Rosewood Healthcare Group to pioneer this. We encourage and
support residents and their significant others to develop
personalised, patient centred care plans which focuses on
residents choices/abilities.
Family, friends and representatives are free to visit at any time.
Their support in social activities and the care of their relative is
welcomed and crucial to our patient-centred care ethos. We hold
monthly relatives’ meetings and welcome new ideas.
We have a weekly social activities programme delivered by our
accomplished activities co-ordinator, including entertainers, one-toone sessions, visits from local primary schools. We also have ties
to local churches, businesses and West Kirby Town Council.
We recognise that a care home must run to meet the needs of
their residents and their inclusion in all decision-making is paramount.
Our aim is to ensure that Fairfield is truly a ‘home from home’.
We have a dedicated team of staff who strive to go that extra mile
while maintaining a friendly and supportive environment.
Fairfield Nursing Home, 10 Quarry Road East, Heswall CH61 6XD.
Telephone: 0151 342 8886.
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T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design,
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke
bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

Tiling And Plumbing Services
TELEPHONE: 0151 342 2564 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

Marc Norman
Painting and Decorating

• Interior and exterior
• Wallpaper hanging
• Wood varnishing
• Three generation family business
• Hand painted kitchens and furniture
• Free estimates
• Reliable and friendly service

Tel: 0151 336 6326
Mob: 07960 318960
All work carried out to the highest quality
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115 Years of Service
Soroptimist International (SI) Heswall & District enjoyed a special
evening celebrating 115 years of loyal service to the club by three
exceptional ladies.
Presidents Glenys and Sue presented long-service awards and
flowers to Janet Milne (30 years) Hilary Burrows (35 years) and
Marjorie Wood-Griffiths (50 years). A great achievement by these
amazing ladies who shared with the club all the changes that had
taken place within the club since they joined.
SI Heswall & District are celebrating their 70th anniversary, with
plans to Toilet Twin 70 toilets and are holding their 70th Charter
Dinner in October to commemorate the occasion.
The club meets twice monthly at Prenton Golf Club and has a
varied and interesting programme. New members always welcome.
Meetings commence at 7.30pm on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays of
the month.

Since the handover from WMBC to our
Community Trust a lot has happened.
Apart from the refurbishments to our bar, ladies
toilets and the upcoming changes to the foyer,
there’s a whole lot going on.
Twelve months of entertainment from laugh out
loud Comedy Nights to big nights out in The Big
Room and everything in between.
And don’t forget we’re your perfect party venue
offering 5 star service and facilities right here on
your doorstep in the centre of Heswall.
Why not call in and see for yourself?

‘There’s a lot
going on in
Heswall Hall”

Visit our brand new website www.heswallhall.co.uk and see
What’s On or call in and talk to one of our friendly staff
Heswall Hall, 111 Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 0AF
Telephone: 0151 342 2614
In aid of Heswall Hall Community Trust. Registered Charity number 1140612

Wirral Food & Drink Trail
The third annual Wirral Food & Drink Trail is packed full of the places
to see, taste and buy the best Wirral local products. The handy
pocket-sized booklet is free to pick up and features farmers’ markets,
traditional markets, farm shops and local artisan producers across
the peninsula, together with a map showing their locations.
“This year we have a record number of venues listed, which
reflects the increase in local products and producers,” said Colin
Harrison of Wallasey-based LCD Publishing, “and the variety of
products is expanding, particularly those to help people with
special dietary requirements.”

Products range from sourdough breads and raw milk straight from
the farm to organic vegetables and Wirral-made beer and gin.
“What better than taking a day trip out into the Wirral countryside,
attending a farmers’ market or visiting a local producer and then
sampling one of the local cafés, tearooms or ice cream producers
featured in the Trail booklet,” added Colin.
Many of the businesses featured were successful at the recent
Wirral Life Awards, including The Mouse at Brimstage (Gold – Cafe
of the Year), Gordale (Gold – Retailer of the Year) and the Gold award
for Event of the Year was won by the Wirral Food & Drink Festival.

Ear Wax Removal Also Available

Book today: 0151 342 6325
1 Milner Rd, Heswall, CH60 5RT
(opposite Windsors)

TONY’S
BARBER
SHOP
EST. 1970

Modern and Traditional Gents Barbers

Tony’s Barbers shop supports
the charity Checkemlads.

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY
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Parishioners at War
This is the second of a series of articles by Alan Jones about the wartime experiences of members
of Thurstaston Parish. The subjects of this month’s article are Doreen and Cecil Jones, who have
long been regular worshippers at St Bartholomew’s. Cecil and Doreen have been married for over
60 years – having first met at a tennis club in the 1950s. They still live in Heswall.

The wartime memories of Doreen Jones
Doreen was eleven years old at the outbreak of the war. She recalls
the family listening to Chamberlain’s announcement on the radio,
but says at that young age she was not fully aware of the gravity
of the occasion. She was due to start at Wirral Grammar School
the day after the announcement, but the new term was delayed
for three weeks while air raid shelters were built. While Doreen was
attending Wirral Grammar School, a landmine hit the playing field,
damaging many classrooms and causing a great deal of disruption
to the daily routine in terms of available teaching spaces.
Doreen lived in Bebington, and has a twin sister, Eileen. Her father
had served as a Special Constable during the First World War and
served as an Air Raid Warden during the Second World War. Doreen
recalls the air raid sirens that signalled the blitz and sleeping in the
pantry, which the family used as their home-made air raid shelter.
She recalls that eventually she just got used to the air raids as they
became part of everyday life. Doreen remembers her father returning
home from warden duty visibly upset after a particularly heavy air
raid over Liverpool, during which the bombs were scattered over a
wide residential area and not just on the dock installations.
As part of her own war effort, Doreen knitted balaclavas and
mittens for the troops. She vividly remembers food rationing and
the fact that the family had to exist on one shilling and two pence
worth of meat per week, together with two pence worth of corned
beef. On one occasion, the latter was totally consumed by the
family dog during an unguarded moment! Each family member
was allowed one egg per week.
By the end of the war, Doreen was sixteen years old and working
for the Royal Insurance in North John Street. She recalls they were
all given an extra week’s holiday in celebration of the end of the war!

The Wartime Memories of Cecil Jones
At the outbreak of the war, Cecil was fourteen years old and living
in Prenton. During the First World War, his father had worked at
Cammell Laird building submarines after having served an
apprenticeship as a pipe fitter in the motor industry. Cecil had
one sister, Irene, who in later years was to become a teacher at
Coombe Road Primary School.
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During what became known as the ‘Phoney War’, Cecil was
evacuated to Porthmadog but he had returned home from there
by Christmas 1939. Cecil attended the Rock Ferry High School
and kept a fascinating diary, cataloguing the air raids during the
Liverpool and Birkenhead Blitz. His entry for Wednesday
4th September 1940 reads:
“Was going to school At 11.00 a.m. but there was an air raid
from 10.45 a.m. to 11.30 a.m. so did not go. There were 4 small
air raids in daylight today. No bombs were dropped but heard
gunfire and machine guns. Went to bed at 9.30 p.m. Air raid at
10.00 p.m. to 4.30 a.m. (six and a half hours, the longest yet).
I went to sleep but woke once or twice and heard aeroplanes.
Some bombs. Father’s getting jittery, mother cannot sleep.
Irene and I are quite able to sleep.”
Like Doreen’s family, Cecil’s family used the pantry as their air raid
shelter, reinforcing the door with planks of timber. Before that, they
had used the space under the stairs like many people. This was
because blitzed homes were often seen to have their staircases
intact, though the surrounding walls had all collapsed. Cecil recalls
hearing incendiary bombs dropping in the surrounding streets.
Living with Cecil’s family was his bachelor uncle, who was a
scoutmaster. Cecil joined the scout troop and along with other
senior scouts served as a fire watcher on the roof of Birkenhead
General Hospital in Conway Street. He also helped as a porter in
the Accident and Emergency Department and acted as a messenger.
It was while he was carrying out the latter role that he came across
rows of dead people who had been victims of the bombing.

By 1943 Cecil was eighteen years old. Two of his scout group
had already volunteered for the Fleet Air Arm and Cecil decided to
do the same. His initial application was rejected on grounds of his
eyesight, but Cecil persisted and, somehow, eventually got himself
accepted and was sent to Canada for training. There, he learned
to fly American Wildcat carrier-based aircraft. On his return as a
qualified pilot and sub lieutenant, Cecil made a somewhat tortuous
journey by air across the world to Ceylon to serve with the Pacific
Fleet, fighting against the Japanese alongside the American and
Australian navies.
When he arrived, Cecil discovered that Wildcat pilots were not
required and he had to quickly learn to fly another American Plane,
the Corsair – notable for its bent wings and known by the nickname
‘The Whistling Death’. The Corsair was armed with six half-inch
machine guns, but could also carry two 500lb bombs.
Cecil served on two aircraft carriers, the Ruler and the Formidable.
The pilots’ tasks were to patrol the fleet, particularly investigating
any blips that appeared on the radar. Pilots were on a cycle of
four hours on and four hours off duty and spent considerable time

A Corsair in storage mode with wings folded

sitting in their planes ready for take-off. Cecil recalls bending a few
undercarriages during his flying sorties and, on one occasion, was
forced to bail out into the Pacific following engine failure! He was
rescued from his dinghy by an Australian warship, HMAS Nepal, as
the photographs below of his rescue demonstrate.

We are a family run business in Thurstaston
offering wonderful home made food for Breakfast,
Lunch or Dinner. Our unique venue looks towards
the Welsh mountains over rolling fields of green,
you will definitely get lost in the view.

Christmas Menu now available
2 courses £19.95 • 3 courses £23.95

HMAS Nepal

When visiting us you can look forward to a
warm welcome, friendly service and a great
experience. We look forward to seeing you soon.

Nepal’s lifeboat approaching Cecil’s dinghy

Live Music at The Owl including Sunday Afternoon
Live and our very popular Friday Night Blues.
Check out our Facebook page for upcoming details

Private functions for up to 100 people
Cecil met by the ship’s doctor who is dressed all in white

At the end of the war, lots were drawn for the order of the
servicemen’s return home. Despite only having been on active
service since 1943, Cecil was drawn in the first tranche and
returned home by Christmas 1945. Of the three scouts who had
gone to war, sadly, only two returned. Upon being demobbed
Cecil returned to training as a quantity surveyor, which he had
commenced in 1942 before joining up in 1943. He and Doreen
were married in 1952.

10% OFF

Present this ADVERT and receive 10% off your
food & drink bill until the end of January 2020.

Station Road, Thurstaston CH61 0HL
Telephone: 0151 648 0800
Open Daily 9am-5pm, Late Fri and Sat
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Thanks to Mark Kinnish for sending us these photographs of Wirral
during the winter weather.
Mark says: “The first photo you see is a photo of kids walking
home from school in Irby in 1978. I’m sure many people will
remember the bad winter that year with the cold weather and very
heavy deep snow, the country ended up with which became known
as the ‘winter of discontent’. The next photo also shows another
bad year in 1895 when the River Mersey froze over, seen here from
Egremont landing stage. The final photo shows two kids David and
Christine Salisbury of New Brighton walking in a Wirral Wonderland
Eller Park in Wallasey. I thought it would be a nice to show these
images in the December issue of Heswall Magazine. The magazine
turned 10 years this year and we are proud of all the hard work
everyone puts into producing the magazine Here’s to another great
year to come. Happy Christmas to all of you.”

Children in Irby walking back home from school in December 1978

River Mersey frozen over in the winter of 1895

David and Christine Salisbury of New Brighton walking in Eller Park in Wallasey
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Matisse: Drawing with Scissors
25 October 2019 – 15 March 2020, Lady Lever Art Gallery
This autumn, an exhibition by Henri Matisse (1869-1954), one of
the 20th-century’s most influential artists, is opening at the Lady
Lever Art Gallery as part of Wirral Year of Culture.
‘Matisse: Drawing with Scissors’ will feature 35 posthumous
prints of the famous cutouts that the artist produced in the last
four years of his life when confined to his bed, including many of
his iconic images, such as The Snail (pictured in ad) and the
Blue Nudes.
Celebrated for their extraordinary richness and luminosity of colour,
Matisse’s vibrant cutouts were the final triumph of his career.
‘Matisse: Drawing with Scissors’ is a Hayward Gallery Touring
exhibition from the Southbank Centre.
Kate O’Donoghue, Curatorial Trainee at National Museums
Liverpool, said: “Henri Matisse is a world-famous artist and this
exhibition includes many of his iconic images, such as The Snail
and the Blue Nudes. We are proud that Matisse is coming to Wirral
for the first time in over ten years and during Wirral Borough of
Culture Year.”
The French painter, sculptor and designer, Matisse, continued
creating highly original works into his eighties. The colours he
used were so strong that he was advised by his doctor to wear
dark glasses.
For his cutouts he used paper, hand-painted with gouache, which
he carved into with scissors, saying: “the paper cutout allows me
to draw in the colour… Instead of drawing the outline and putting
the colour inside it…I draw straight into the colour.”
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Henri Matisse
Matisse began his working life as a lawyer, before going to Paris to
study art in 1890. At first strongly influenced by the Impressionists,
he soon created his own style, using brilliant, pure colours, and
started making sculptures as well as paintings. In 1905 he and his
colleagues were branded the Fauves (wild beasts) because of their
unconventional use of colour.
‘There is no gap between my earlier pictures and my cutouts’,
Matisse wrote: ‘I have only reached a form reduced to the
essential through greater absoluteness and greater abstraction.”
The lithographic reproductions in this exhibition are taken from
a special double issue of Verve. This was a review of art and
literature published by Matisse’s friend, the critic and fine art
publisher Tériade, in 1958, four years after Matisse’s death.
The publication was planned during Matisse’s lifetime and the first
lithographic plates were prepared under his direction a few days
before he died.
If visitors enjoy the Matisse: Drawing with Scissors exhibition
we’re asking them to pay what they think is appropriate, to help
us create great exhibitions for everyone. Visitor contributions
help us to continue staging world-class exhibitions.
For more information on this exhibition visit the website:
www.liverpoolmuseums.org.uk/matisse

Greatest Hits Radio Breakfast
Show host Rossie backs new
charity appeal ‘Give Time
Change Lives’ tackling social
isolation across the Wirral
The Wirral charity Helplink that provides practical help and
friendship to older people in our community has launched a new
appeal to recruit volunteers: ‘Give Time Change Lives’. They
currently have 64 people on their waiting list in desperate
need of support, but without new volunteers they simply can’t
help them.
The Greatest Hits Radio Breakfast Show host Rossie is supporting
the new campaign and urges people to help if they can. “I was
introduced to Helplink last year, and they do an incredible job
supporting older people across the Wirral. Life is so frantic and
busy, but I would urge anyone with a couple of hours a week to
spare to call Helplink to find out more.”
Helplink volunteers spend some time each week supporting older
people with shopping, lifts to medical appointments or social
engagements, and call in to see those who are housebound for
a friendly chat. For many, Helplink is a lifeline as they have no
friends or family close by to help them.
One volunteer, Julie, has been with Helplink for three years, and
says it is the most rewarding thing she has ever done. “I find
the work incredibly rewarding and interesting. My regular clients
have become friends and like to share the details of their week.
They appreciate a supportive ear if they have had a difficult
time, but more often than not we have a real giggle.
Volunteering has given me as much joy as it has to the clients.
It gives me a huge sense of satisfaction; I always feel that I am
making a real difference to their lives.”
In the past year Helplink’s volunteers have given 37,500 hours
of support to over 850 older clients, but there are so many more
vulnerable people on the Wirral who desperately need our help.
Volunteers come to cherish their time with Helplink, it
quickly becomes the highlight of their week. They meet
some incredible people with inspiring stories and have a lot
of fun along the way. Whatever time you can give you will
make a huge difference. So why not give it a go and call
today on 0151 648 3322 or email helplink@btconnect.com

Sarah White Aesthetics offers aesthetic
and corrective solutions, providing
clients with a professional and
confidential service at their premises
within Spire Murrayfield Hospital.

SPECIAL OFFER
Half Price SkinCeuticals Peel
just £40 - full price £80
Includes full cleanse, exfoliation, peel & SPF
Must be redeemed before the end of January 2020

PERSONALISED CORRECTION DESIGNED FOR YOUR SKIN

The Party Peel!
DERMAPLANING & SKINCEUTICALS PEEL £75!
FULL PRICE £115

Buff away dead skin cells that make complexions look dull
and contribute to clogged pores and spots. Dermaplaning
clears the way so skin peels, facials, skin products and serums
can get down into the skin where they need to be rather than
sitting on the skin’s surface. It removes peach fuzz / vellus
hair and creates clear channels into the skin as well as a soft,
smooth surface for makeup to glide on flawlessly!

Our range of services include:

WE ARE PROUD TO BE THE ONLY
STOCKIST OF SKINCEUTICALS
CUSTOM D.O.S.E IN THE
NORTH OF ENGLAND
For the first time SkinCeuticals has combined technology and science
to deliver a personalised corrective plan that evolves with your skin
- and we are privileged enough to be the ONLY clinic
in North of England to have one!!
Your SkinCeuticals Custom D.O.S.E. product will be made in front of
you following a diagnostic consultation to assess environmental and
biological differences that make your skin concerns unique to you.
We can adjust your customised serum over time based on your skins
progress, seasonal changes and planned aesthetic procedures!

BOOK TODAY!

• Anti-Wrinkle Injections
• Dermal Fillers
• Fractional Resurfacing
• Derma Rollering
• Laser Hair Removal
• Radio Frequency Skin Tightening
• Medical Grade Bespoke Peels
• Medical Grade Skin Care
• Collagen Boosters
• M22 Skin Rejuvenation
• Dermalux LED Light Therapy
• Bio Identical Hormone Replacement Therapy
• Hair Loss Medication
• Vein & Vascular Treatments
• Stretch Mark & Scar Treatment
• Pigmentation & Sun Spot Treatments
• Mesotherapy

Holmwood Drive, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 1AU
07764 615934 or 0151 929 5223  sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers

COMPLETE ALUMINIUM
GLAZING SYSTEMS
Aluminium is a smart choice for any renovation
or homebuilding project. It combines strength
and durability in a lightweight material and
slim frames, offering clean designs that
allow light to flood into your home.

Contact us today to discuss
your next building or home
improvement project.
UPVC WINDOWS • DOORS • BI-FOLDS • COMPOSITE DOORS • CONSERVATORIES
Tel: 0151 334 7779 • Website: www.glazebright.co.uk • Email: sales@glazebright.co.uk
Unit 2, Mosedale Road, Croft Industrial Estate, Bromborough, CH62 3QZ

Do It Right with Glazebright
proud to have been awarded the Rock Door Trusted Trader
approval for supplying and installing Rock Doors. We are also
Certass accredited – this is a Government approved body that
certifies companies for the correct installation of all UPVC
products, assuring our customers that all our fitting teams have
been tested and approved. This, together with the 10-Year
Insurance Backed Guarantee gives customers peace of mind,
which is an important factor when choosing which company to
carry out their installation.”
For a free no obligation quotation, call Greg or Graham
now on 0151 334 7779

Glazebright is a family-run business with over 50 years’
experience bringing new and exciting products to their range.
These products include, A-rated windows in a variety of colours
and finishes, bi-fold doors in either aluminium or slimline uPVC,
triple track aluminium sliders – a good alternative to bi-folds –
and an excellent range of standard patio doors. Our range is
available in leaded glass, bevelled glass or coloured leads and
all products are made to British Standard Kite Marks and
manufactured to the highest standards.
Greg from Glazebright told Heswall Magazine: “We have taken
our time to choose the right products at the right price for all
our customers and this, along with first-rate experienced fitting
teams and after-sales service, is an excellent formula. We are
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The Black Horse Hotel
Just in time to get ready to celebrate Christmas and welcome in the
New Year, The Black Horse is now being run by Wayne and Anastasia
who are keen to make the pub the hub of the local community. Built
in 1836, The Black Horse was formerly the Heswall Hotel and with its
Tudor-style exterior the pub is a prominent and attractive building in
Lower Heswall.

An early photograph showing The Black Horse

Wayne told Heswall Magazine: “We are looking to bring a friendly, cosy
atmosphere and want to engage with the village and the local area. We
would like to invite people to come in for a drink or some food and see
what we are all about.”
As well as a large array of beers, wines and spirits they have launched
a new menu offering quality home-cooked food and the Sunday roast
has already earned rave reviews from customers.
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If you want to host a party or family event they offer a ‘free to hire’
function room, which accommodates up to 40 people and is ideal for
funerals, christenings or baby showers. Talk to them about catering
as they are happy to supply a hot or cold buffet to suit your specific
requirements.
If you like sport, you’ll have plenty to choose from as live sport is
shown including all Champions League games with Sky Sports, BT
Sport, Amazon Prime and horse racing channels.
Community events are well covered – there’s a disco/karaoke once a
month on Saturdays. If you’ve been missing your quiz nights, why not
go along on a Thursday and test your knowledge.
Well-known local musician Brian Murphy will be entertaining
pub-goers on Friday 13th December along with a group of other local
musicians – sure to be a popular night to get the Christmas season
started in a happy mood.
Also, looking forward to next year, Brian will be hosting open mic
nights from January – keep your ears open for details!
To help create a Christmas mood they hope to open the doors to a
local choir on Christmas Eve to perform early in the evening with a
disco to follow later in the evening.
The new website is being created with all the details of what’s on
offer, but if you can’t wait for that, pop in and have a drink and talk to
your new landlord and landlady – you’ll have a warm welcome.

The Black Horse in Lower Heswall is under new management.
With a new menu offering hearty home cooked food and a delicious
Sunday Roast we look forward to welcoming customers old and new.

EVERY THURSDAY 8.30PM

OPEN
MIC
NIGHT
STARTS
JANUARY

FRIDAY 13TH DECEMBER
BRIAN MURPHY & FRIENDS

PLUS LIVE HORSE RACING

30 School Hill, Lower Heswall CH60 0DP
Telephone 0151 342 2254
FREE FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE (HOLDS 40 PEOPLE) – CATERING AVAILABLE
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It’s a Question of Trust!
By Stewart Gardiner, Conservative Parliamentary Candidate, Wirral South 2019
Whatever the outcome of the Election on 12th
December, it must mark a sea-change in the way all
politicians behave. Everyone involved in politics and
their party-machinery has a responsibility to ensure we
all begin with a mutual respect and understanding for
each other’s sometimes opposing views. Differences
of opinion must be accepted with dignity or challenged
through sensible (and where appropriate passionate)
debate. We must not continue to allow or tolerate
abusive exchanges in the House of Commons or on
our streets.
In recent weeks when speaking to voters in Heswall
and across Wirral South, a couple of recurring themes
have been evident. However, they stem from the same
idea; a simple lack of trust. Ordinary working people
and retirees alike have lost trust in politicians and the
political process.
Those who voted to ‘Leave’ in 2016’s referendum feel
cheated by their political masters in Westminster. They
are frustrated at the failure of MPs to follow through
on promises made; not just when the referendum was
held, but when triggering Article 50 and in their election
manifestos from 2017. More than once, I have been
told that politicians are all the same and we can’t be
trusted even to speak the truth.
In case you think this is just the view of ‘Leave’ voters
– it is not! Many people who voted Remain are furious
at the behaviour of Parliamentarians on both sides of
the House of Commons and the Brexit argument. They
complain about a lack of respect from MPs for each
other, for the public at large and for not accepting the
outcome of the Referendum. Words like ‘infantile’ and
‘childish’ have been used by those speaking to me; far
too frequently for it not to be a commonly-held opinion.
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While most people I meet are polite and friendly,
even if they don’t share my political beliefs, I have
received abuse for being ‘a Tory’ and this behaviour
is inappropriate. In a civilised society, extreme views
and the thuggish behaviour, found on the far left and
the extreme right is unacceptable, and we all have a
responsibility to call it out.
I have been a councillor eight years and have worked
with, and made friendships across, the political
divide. I was pleased to receive good luck wishes from
several Labour colleagues when I was selected as the
Conservative Candidate for Wirral South. I have always
respected the views of my political opponents; even if
I did not agree with them and when appropriate, we
have worked together to do what was best for the
people we represented.
If Wirral South returns me as its MP, I promise to be
respectful of others, their opinions and ideas. I also
hope that, if elected, I find the House of Commons to
be a calmer place than it has been in recent times. If
not, then I suspect that any semblance of trust that the
public may still have for their elected representatives
and the political system will be lost for a long time.

By Alison McGovern, Labour Parliamentary Candidate, Wirral South 2019
It was only two years ago that I last asked the people of
Heswall to put their faith in me to continue to represent
you as your MP. My pledge to you then was simple. I
would work to stop a hard Tory Brexit that would
damage our economy, I would campaign for investment
in our schools and hospitals, and I would always put
the people of Wirral South first.
The result was incredible, with the increase in my vote
owing a lot to people in Heswall switching to support
me, many voting Labour for the first time. The support I
have felt from the community is hugely important to me
and I have worked tirelessly to repay that faith.
I promised to resist a job-destroying hard Brexit and
I have done so time and time again, helping to make
sure that we didn’t leave the European Union with No
Deal in October.
I promised to be an independent voice and I have done
so. Always voting based on what I feel is best for our
community and never simply following a party line.
I promised to campaign for issues that are important
to local people and that is what I have done, whether
it is arguing for investment in our schools, fighting
for investment in Clatterbridge and Arrowe Park

hospitals, and campaigning for the protection of our
precious green spaces and for action to tackle the
climate emergency.
This election is the government’s last desperate attempt
to force through their destructive Brexit vision that will
be a hammer blow to local employers like Vauxhall and
to our public services. Two years ago Heswall sent me
to Parliament with a clear mandate to stop that
happening and I am asking people to vote in December
to send me back to Parliament to finish the job.
People in Heswall deserve the final say on Brexit, just
as they deserve to have properly funded local services,
decent transport links, and a government that listens
to them. This Tory government has failed on Brexit and
has neglected the other issues that really matter to
local people.
You know that voting for me guarantees you an MP
who grew up here, knows what matters to people, and
will always put the Wirral first on Brexit and on any
other issue.
I’ve been proud to be your voice in Parliament for
nearly ten years, and I hope that you stick with me on
December 12th so I can keep fighting for you.
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Home Computer Tutor
Novices and mature
learners encouraged
PC, laptop or tablet
(including iPad)
One-to-one lessons
in your own home
Gift vouchers – a perfect
gift for grandparents

Sue Freeman
0151 648 2955
info@computertutor.biz

Gayton Probus
Ladies Evening
Gayton Probus Ladies Evening 2019 was held at the Little Fox,
on the 10th October; a high level of service and attention, and an
excellent three-course meal which was enjoyed by 70 members
and our ladies, followed by entertainment from Bryan O’Ryan.
A memorable evening.
For membership enquiries telephone 07976657769

HESWALL
METHODIST
CHURCH

On Telegraph Road between Marks & Spencer and Iceland

Every Friday (term time)
9.45am to 11.00am

CHURCH MICE (all under 5’s welcome)
Includes singing, storytime, crafts, drinks & toast, toys.

Contact Brian 07802727554
Every Monday (term time)
9.30am to 11.00am

PRAM & BUGGY (all under 5’s welcome)
Includes singing, games,& refreshments
Contact Mavis 07518700139
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Bringing a taste of
Thailand to Heswall
New Year’s Eve Menu
£41.95 PER PERSON (MIN 2 PERSONS)
INCLUDING A GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE
Two sittings – 6.00pm-8.30pm and 8.45pm-end

£31.95 PER PERSON (MIN 2 PERSONS)

STARTER PLATTER

Available from 1st December excluding Christmas Day

Chicken Satay
Duck Spring Rolls
Spare Ribs in BBQ Sauce
Thai Fish Cakes
Som Tam

STARTER PLATTER

Chicken Satay
Prawn Spring Rolls
Chicken & Prawn Toast
Geo Tod (Mince Pork in Wonton Skin)
Crispy Noodles
SOUP

Tom-Yum Chicken (Hot & Sour)

SOUP

Tom-Yum Prawn (Hot & Sour)
MAIN COURSE

Kang Ped Phod Yang
Spicy red duck curry with cherry tomato, pineapple, grapes , basil & peppers

MAIN COURSE

Pla Ma Kam

Masaman Curry (Chicken)

Crispy sea bass topped with a special tamarind sauce

Thai Masaman curry paste with coconut milk, potatoes, onions and peanuts

Pad Pong Karee (Mixed Seafood)

Sweet & Sour Pork

Stir fried crispy chicken with cashew nuts, peppers, onion,
mushrooms, spring onion & chilli paste

Stir fried sweet & sour sauce with pepper, onion, pineapple, cucumber and tomatoes

Pad Pong Karee (Mixed Seafood)
Stir fried mixed seafood, peppers, onion, spring onion, celery with special curry sauce

Pad Pak Reumid
Stir fried mixed vegetables in oyster sauce

Gai Pad Med Mamuang
Stir fried mixed vegetables in oyster sauce

Jasmine Rice or Egg Fried Rice

Jasmine Rice or Egg Fried Rice

DESERTS
Thai Egg Custard

DESERTS
Banana Fritters with Ice Cream

TRADITIONAL THAI DANCING
FIREWORKS AT MIDNIGHT

103-105 Brimstage Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 1XF
Telephone: 0151 342 0111 • info@khruathai.co.uk • www.khruathai.co.uk
Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 6pm-11.30pm, Sunday Noon-10.30pm, Closed Monday

New Faces at Church Farm
The Tree4Life can be purchased from GFMY, who by the way will
be celebrating one year at Church Farm in January. Of course, it’s
not the only item you will find at GFMY. If you have never ventured
into GFMY you may well be missing out on finding the gift that’s just
that little bit special and different. GFMY showcases products from
over 50 small distributors. There is literally something for everyone.
Steph and Nikki who own GFMY moved their business from
Thingwall in January to enable them to extend the range of products
they sell. They also recognised the opportunity to take advantage
of the event space offered by Church Farm. So far, they have
organised very successful Spring, Summer and Christmas markets.

OG Kitchens (Oliver Green Kitchens) is no longer the newest face at
Church Farm, following the recent opening of Strawberry Moon Café
in October. This makes Church Farm a destination for buying gifts,
having a drink and something to eat, maybe getting some ideas for
your next kitchen, and maybe buying a kitchen appliance.
OG Kitchens are the kitchen company that is daring to be different.
This difference extends from some of the kitchens it sells to electing
to set up kitchen displays in an unconventional location like Church
Farm. To the directors of OG Kitchens being at Church Farm makes
perfect sense. It has a mould breaking award-winning kitchen that
is made in Finland. It’s a kitchen that deserves to be seen.
Co-locating with the popular gift shop GFMY and the new Strawberry
Moon Café means its Miinus kitchen is being appreciated, even by
visitors who are not looking for a new kitchen. The more conventional
and very affordable kitchens it sells are also on show for visitors
to admire.
Being different is something OG Kitchens enthusiastically embraces.
Most recently it broke with convention and invested in a very different
kind of tree for Christmas. Yes, it’s artificial but, it’s made from
untreated birch ply. It’s called Tree4Life and it’s the invention of
Georgie Bellinger, from West Kirby. It was love at first sight for
OG Kitchens. A tree made from birch, sourced from sustainable
forests, and 100% recyclable. The tree is now proudly on show in
OG Kitchens display space at Church Farm, which is open 7 days
a week.
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With the recent introduction of Strawberry Moon Café the
opportunity to co-host more events is evident to GFMY and OG
Kitchens. It’s a case of watch this space or follow the businesses
on social media.
Simon and Jayne took over the lease of the coffee shop in
August and spent much of September implementing the changes
they wanted to make. In some cases, the changes were necessary
to enable them to deliver the choices you will find on their
comprehensive menu.
OG Kitchens can vouch for the excellence of the Farmers
Breakfast, and the bacon and sausage batches. The homemade
soups are also firm favourites, along with the homemade scones.
Slowly but surely the OG Kitchens and GFMY team are working
through the extensive menu, which includes a good range of vegan
and low-fat options.
In contrast with the previous coffee shop Strawberry Moon Café
is open 7 days a week, from 9am until 5pm. There are daily
specials and dogs are very welcome. Serving by serving, the
reputation of the new Strawberry Moon Café is growing, from
strength to strength.
Visit Church Farm and experience the businesses that have made
it their home.

Las Vegas – You have
to see it to believe it!
no-smoking properties such as The Vdara. Beware that almost
every resort hotel in Las Vegas charges a locally payable ‘Resort
Fee’ to cover a host of benefits such as Wi-Fi, local phone calls,
gym access and pool towels. At typically US$30–40 per room per
night, this is just one of many ways Las Vegas will burn a hole in
your pocket!
In the summer months (June to September) the desert heat often
exceeds 40 degrees in the shade. Don’t be fooled into thinking it’s
always hot – winter temperatures (December-February) can drop
below freezing at night and only hit the low to mid-teens by day and
it goes dark as early as 4.30pm! That aside, with careful planning
you can probably find weather that’s ideal for you.

It’s never been easier to get to Las Vegas. From 2019, Virgin Atlantic
alone have four nonstop flights per week from Manchester. It’s
popular as a standalone holiday destination with UK visitors
spending anything from a long weekend to three weeks in ‘Sin City’.
So what’s the attraction?
As the world’s number one gambling destination, Las Vegas caters
for high rollers and ‘nickel and dime’ slot machine players alike.
Glitzy ‘Center Strip’, with its landmark luxury hotels such as The
Bellagio and Caesars Palace, mainly caters for the higher end of
the market with prices and stakes to match. A US$25 minimum
for Black Jack is not uncommon! Some seven miles to the north,
the older, original downtown Las Vegas around Freemont Street still
offers low stake gambling coupled with complimentary drinks and a
free light show every night. Perfect for the novice!
It’s also number one for entertainment with headline artists and
a host of regular shows on every night. Cirque Du Soleil alone has
no less than seven different shows across Las Vegas! Discounts for
same day and next day shows can be had from ticket outlet booths
along the strip so if you are flexible in what you want to see, wait
until you get there! If shows don’t grab you, then how about leaping
off the top of the 108th floor of The Stratosphere in a ‘controlled’
freefall most of the 855 feet down to the strip?
Hotels are amazing! Some offer suites, amazing pool decks,
restaurants, bars, wedding chapels and entertainment. The great
thing is that adults (21+) are free to wander around the public
areas and casinos of most hotels, although the pool decks tend to
be guest only. Most hotels have casinos where smoking is generally
permitted. If smoking bothers you, consider one of the non-casino,

While very much a self-styled resort destination, there is an
abundance of sightseeing opportunities beyond and en route to
Las Vegas. The Grand Canyon is the big one – literally! Personally
I recommend taking a plane trip, rather than helicopter, as an
aircraft has the range to cover the 180 miles to the more dramatic,
and scenic South Rim within the National Park, taking in the
Hoover Dam on the way. With other nonstop US destinations from
Manchester (such as Boston, New York, Orlando, San Francisco
and – new for 2019 – Los Angeles), Virgin Atlantic enables some
very imaginative itineraries to be put together. Some routes even
offer free flights between cities. Las Vegas is also a fly-drive gateway
to some of America’s most spectacular National Parks, including
Bryce, Zion, Arches and Canyonlands, taking in Route 66 and
maybe a detour to Monument Valley.
Las Vegas is a bit like Marmite – you’ll either love it or hate it –
but, if you don’t try it, you will never know!
Howard Davies is Director of USA Sales and Marketing at
Delmar World and has made over 180 trips to America.

Time difference: 8 hours
Currency: £1 = approximately US$1.30
Flying time: 10 hours

TOP TIPS
Book your Grand Canyon flight before you leave the UK.
Use the ticket booths on the strip for discounted shows
and dining
Always carry photo ID. Under 21s cannot consume
alcohol and have very restricted access when walking
through hotel casinos.
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It won’t be lonely
this Christmas at
The Hazelwell
Residents at a Wirral care home
will be enjoying a range of special
lunches and Christmas events with
those important to them to mark the
festive season and spread goodwill
to others this December.
Staff at The Hazelwell, which offers
residential, nursing, palliative and
respite care, have organised lots
of festival fun to make this season
one to remember for everyone who
lives at the home on Oldfield Road
in Heswall.
The Christmassy celebrations
will begin with a special lunch on
Sue Ball November 27 to bring together
residents and visiting the outside professionals, support staff and
volunteers who do so much for them. The Hazelwell’s Manager Sue
Ball says it gives the home the chance to say a big ‘thank you’ for
all their efforts.
The Hazelwell team have also invited volunteers from the YMCA
Wirral in Birkenhead to attend the lunch as the home supports the
homeless charity with fundraising and donating efforts all
year round.
The Hazelwell’s Manager Sue Ball said: “Here at The Hazelwell, we
like to use Christmas as an opportunity to thank all of those people
who have been so supportive to us all year and help make The
Hazelwell the care home it is.
“We are really proud of our relationship with the YMCA Wirral in
Birkenhead too and have been supporting them for a couple of
years so we know how very important their work is, especially at this
time of year, so we were very keen to invite them to them to the
lunch event too.”
The Hazelwell is also pairing up with Age UK and hosting a Christmas
lunch for Wirral veterans on December 4. Based on the site of the
former Cleaver Hospital, used by The Home Guard in the Second
World War, the home has a long history of supporting the work of
the Armed Forces and is pleased to be bringing together veterans
and residents in support of Age UK during the festive season.
Mrs Ball added: “We are looking forward to partnering with Age UK
and welcoming war veterans who did so much for this country to
the home for another special lunch with residents of The Hazelwell.
“Christmas is a really special time for our residents as it brings
back so many memories, and we love embracing the songs,
decorations and traditions. We aim to include something for
everyone to enjoy this year and for those who simply love all things
Christmassy – there’s lots and lots of festive fun to be had!”
The party atmosphere will be back once more on December 7,
with all staff and residents’ families coming together for Christmas
carols and a festive singalong for all to enjoy.
The Hazelwell Activities Co-ordinator Sandra Clarke added: “We’re
looking forward to all our residents having a really joyful time with
the team here at The Hazelwell and their friends and families. It’s
not always an easy time of year for many of them and we will be
hoping to create lots of new happy Christmas memories.”
The Hazelwell has been named in the Top 20 Recommended Care
Homes in the North West – the only care home in the Wirral – by
leading UK care home website, carehome.co.uk, with a score of
9.7 out of 10.
For more information about The Hazelwell, contact Sue
on 0151 342 9654, email info@thehazelwell.com or visit
www.thehazelwell.com
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TV Engineer
Providing personal service to the Wirral for over 20 years
Bought new equipment? Need help? Confused?
Please don’t pay for a rushed installation when purchasing.
I patiently set up, Tune and Install TV’s, Home Cinema, Sound Bars,
Recorder Boxes, Catch Up, Hi-Fi, Cable Tidying etc etc

Providing help for the non tech minded
in plain English! Call Brian the TV man on:

07709 780 165 or 0151 625 3720 (Eve)
ARE YOU STUCK WITH WELSH TV?
Tuning

Set Ups

Problems

Faults

Hill House Gardens
– Co-Op Local
Community Funding
Over the course of the last year, The Friends of Hill House Gardens
in Heswall has been one of the three groups nominated to receive
an award from the Co-op Local Community Funding Scheme, which
was operating from the Pensby Road store.
The Co-op scheme awards 1% of all money spent by members on
selected own-brand goods. All three groups received a similar share
of the funds raised, and on Saturday 23rd November members
of the Hill House Gardens committee were delighted to receive a
cheque for over £1,500 from the store’s manager, Barrie Blythyn.
Some of this funding has already been used to purchase benches
to provide seating in the small garden, as well as planting for the
feature bed on the slope. The remainder of the award will be used
in the forthcoming months to further improve the Gardens, and
make them into a welcoming and attractive environment both for
members of the Heswall community as well as the local wildlife.
The Friends of Hill House Gardens would like to say a massive
thank you to members of the Co-op who have contributed to this
award, as well as the staff at the Pensby Road store.

TPO & Confused?

Are You This Guy?

Tree Preservation Order?
Call us for expert advice.
We care for your tree and
your needs

Is your hedge too big to
handle? Don’t risk injury,
call in WTS – the experts in
large and difficult hedgework

Season’s Greetings to all our customers.
Don’t forget your Christmas Logs!

LOGS FOR SALE
• Quality seasoned logs for sale
• Great prices direct from the Tree Surgeon
• Local logs for local people delivered throughout the Wirral
• Supplied by the net bag, ton bag or trailer load
• Prices net bag £4 (or 3 for £10) or Ton bag £50 of quality
mixed grade
• Please call for tipper load price – this is most
cost effective option

Richard Abraham Dyson & Company
By Dave Hollett
Dyson’s and the Second World War

James Dyson was born at Elland in Yorkshire in 1808. When still
very young he married a girl called Maria. The couple then made
their way to Liverpool where James established himself as a
wheelwright and blacksmith. However, it was his son Richard
Abraham Dyson (born 1832) who established the blacksmith,
wheelwright and wagon building business that one day would
dominate these, and allied engineering trades throughout the
world. Richard Abraham Dyson married twice, but had no children.
However, he did have a capable (and very lucky) lodger, Joseph
Thomas Jones, who soon became his stepson, then his manager.
In the early years of the 20th century Richard Abraham Dyson
lived at 69 Colebrook Road, Liverpool, but the family also ran a
blacksmith’s business and farm at Thingwall, while living at their
substantial country mansion ‘Woodfinlow’ in Lower Thingwall Lane.
Abraham died at his Liverpool home on the 6th April 1911. He was
interred in the family grave at Barnston Parish Church.

Abraham’s Will
Richard Abraham Dyson left property and a sum of £9,385. Family
and friends were provided for but the main beneficiary of the Will
was his stepson and manager Joseph Thomas Jones who was left
two thirds of the business with just a third going to Abraham’s
nephew James Dyson, with the remainder of the residuary estate
also going to Joseph Thomas Jones who promptly changed his
name to Joseph Thomas Dyson. This proved to be a very sound
move, so far as the development of the firm was concerned, but
one can imagine, not a move calculated to please the rest of the
Dyson family, many of whom also worked in the cart and blacksmith
trades at Liverpool.

The Messengers and Dysons
My own relationship with the Dyson family begins at St Bees,
Cumberland, with Henry Messenger, a local publican. Henry had a
daughter, Ruth, who married a Captain Wilson Hewitt, master of the
brig Elizabeth Buckhorn and a wealthy local farmer, while James,
my great-grandfather, (born 1831) made his way south to the
bustling port of Liverpool.
Here, on the 22nd October 1855, James Messenger married
Sarah Jane Dyson who was the daughter of James Dyson and sister
of Richard Abraham Dyson. The couple had four children, James
Henry Messenger; Mary Maria Messenger, my maternal grandmother
born circa 1857; Abraham Dyson Messenger; and Joseph Wilson
Messenger. (Mary Maria subsequently married Tom Wise).

During the inter-war period the firm continued to produce an
amazing variety of trailers, but one of the most interesting
contracts awarded to the firm was to developing units for a ‘Bush
Train’ route across Australia. However, with the advent of war in
the late ’30s Dyson production lines were rapidly converted to
meet wartime requirements.
The required item from Dysons was for super-heavy trailers capable
of carrying Sherman tanks and other heavy items south to the
battlefields of Europe. In fact, 11,000 Sherman tanks were assembled
in Liverpool. In December 1944 the Liverpool Echo published an
item highlighting the crucial role played by Dyson’s in the war:
“LIVERPOOL’S GIANT DYSON TRAILERS. ANOTHER WAR JOB WE DID.”
“The giant multi-wheel trailers loaded with tanks, ‘Ducks’ mobile
guns. &c., that pass through Liverpool streets – whence do they
come, where do they go? The nightly procession of vehicles with
trailers carrying oversized boilers in the blitz, days when the city
made smoke for its own protection. Whence came these vehicles?
Many a pedestrian must have paused to ask himself these questions, marvelled at the size of some of these 24-wheel trailers
weighing 67 tons, which are so abnormal that the police have
often to be warned which routes they will take so that they can
guide traffic accordingly.
The American Army Air Force also had a considerable number of
Dyson trailers for carrying bombs, plane engines, etc., at their large
depots in the country, and paid this tribute in a letter from a US
colonel to the firm:
“We Americans pride ourselves on moving quickly; but when I note
that in a period of weeks you prepared drawings, tooled up and got
into full-scale production for the delivery of trailers, I suspect we
have much to learn from you.”

Postwar Years
After the war, Dyson’s continued to make all kinds of trailers and
semi-trailers for military use but became best known throughout
the world for their military tank transporters: 40, 50, and 60-ton
models. These vehicles could be bought as a standard Dyson model
or made to special order according to customers’ requirements.
Usually these transporters would be linked to Thornycroft’s ‘Mighty
Antar’ tractor or a famous ‘Diamond T’ motor. Used extensively by
the British Army, Dyson’s transporters were, for many years, sold to
countries throughout the world.

The end of the line
Dyson’s continued to trade until 1983 when the company stopped
working and the name, goodwill and records were acquired by the
Bedfordia Group of Bedford, run by Mr John lbbett, whom I must
thank for allowing me to refer to the Dyson Records. I must also
thank my relatives – Arthur Dyson for allowing me to refer to family
documents, and my son-in-law Bob Read for genealogical work and
IT support when writing my book on the company in 2012.

Dyson’s 1911–1914
Under the management of Joseph Thomas Dyson and James Dyson
the firm developed rapidly. A few short years after the death of
Richard Abraham Dyson, the firm was employing 90 workers and
running their own staff football team. Dyson’s entry in Who’s Who in
Business for 1914 was impressive. The premises in Grafton Street
covered about four and a half acres of erecting shops and yards. They
were now agents for Foden Steam Motors and the Beriet Commercial
Wagon company. They were working as motor body builders and
making trailers capable of carrying up to fifty tons. They were also
exporting their products to South America, South Africa and Spain.

The biggest trailer factory in the British Empire
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Trepassey Residential Home

The original Trepassey

The new look Trepassey

Trepassey, in its role of residential home, has been part of the fabric
of Heswall since it opened its doors in 1958. Since then it has
provided the comforts of home to numerous Heswall residents,
allowing them to remain within the community where they have
lived throughout their lives. They have enjoyed its homely
atmosphere, proximity to both the lower and top villages,
nearness to their friends, and the beautiful position high on the
hill looking over the estuary.
As part of the Cheshire Residential Homes Trust, Trepassey joins
Sandiway Manor, Northwich, and Upton Grange in Macclesfield to
serve their own local communities. In each home, modernisations
have occurred over the years to increase the residents’ comfort and
also to meet the ever-changing requirements of society in general
and Government regulations in particular.
In 2008, Trepassey received a substantial legacy from Heswall
resident Donald Jardine, who, together with his late wife Doreen,
had been long-term supporters of the home. As a consequence,
Trepassey has undergone a major transformation, with a new
purpose-built 16-bed wing and the total refurbishment and
re-equipment of the existing house. This has created 33 fully en suite
rooms, a hairdressing and personal services (such as chiropody)
room, several sitting rooms, landscaped gardens and new kitchens.
The whole project has just been completed, and was formally
opened by the Lord-Lieutenant of Merseyside Mark Blundell on
17th October.

The Lord-Lieutenant unveils the plaque

50 HESWALL MAGAZINE • DECEMBER 2019

Kitchen Manager Ian enjoying his new surroundings

Suzanne Cook, Chairman of the Cheshire
Homes Residential Trust told Heswall Magazine:
“The Jardine legacy came as a welcome surprise
to the Trustees. It was specifically targeted at
Trepassey ‘for the benefit of residents of Heswall’,
and it took time and research to identify exactly
Suzanne Cook
what that meant. Ultimately, we opted to improve
and expand Trepassey’s offering on its existing site.
“When you look up at Trepassey from Dawstone Road, you can
see what a tremendous undertaking this has been. Trepassey was
always a handsome building, and we hope that we retained its
original character. For example, we have tried to make the most
of its terrific views – many of the rooms have balconies and we
have an outdoor seating area on the first floor, which we hope the
residents and their visitors will enjoy.
“In terms of the future needs of our elderly population, it is well
recognised that dementia is on the increase. The new build’s design
and furnishing throughout have been carefully thought through to
ensure that Trepassey can help to meet the needs of people in the
early stages of dementia. Thanks to Donald Jardine’s generosity,
we believe that we have a first-class facility for our residents to
enjoy, which will also give comfort to their families and friends.”
Rachel Tucker, Trepassey Manager, said: “It’s
such a pleasure to be using the new and
much-improved Trepassey to its fullest extent.
The last couple of years have been quite a
challenge, as the residents have lived through all
the changes and the new build, but now we all
Rachel Tucker feel it has been worth it.
“Although the house itself looks very different, we are working
hard to ensure that the homely atmosphere, for which Trepassey
has always been known, is still here. Our dedicated staff, who have
such a great reputation, have stuck with us throughout (as you
can imagine) trying times. Continuity for residents has been very
important to us, and we are looking forward to welcoming new
faces to our community.
“In addition to making provision for early dementia care, we are
now able to offer End of Life Care, which we are confident will
bring further reassurance to our residents and their families. We
are hoping that people who have been interested to see the works
will pay us a visit to see what we have done – and we hope that
they like it.”
Cheshire Residential Homes was founded in 1947; its purpose
was to provide a dwelling and care for ‘persons of limited means’
within Cheshire, specifically ‘to relieve loneliness and suffering’ and
to set a high standard of care for the elderly. It initially established
four homes, which, over time has reduced to three.
The current President of the Trust is Mrs Joanna Bromley Davenport
who has recently taken over the role from her father-in-law, Sir
William Bromley Davenport. Sir William’s mother was a founder
Trustee of Cheshire Residential Homes Trust and we are very
pleased to be able to continue this long association.
If you would like to visit Trepassey, please telephone on
0151 342 2889.

The final in a series of three articles first published
ten years ago. Tony Bradley, a former local resident,
brings us more memories of a Heswall childhood.
The previous article saw me at Wirral Grammar School where I
remained until 1947. My seven years of cycling to school in all
weathers, including the very harsh winter of 1947, had the good
effect of removing my early weediness.
As I went through school I got into the rugby and cricket teams
and, to general astonishment, particularly mine, ended up as
Head Boy in my last year, though I discovered last year that I am
mysteriously missing from the School’s Honours Board. Apart from
cousin Hilda from Buckley the family had no experience of university
education, but I must have filled in a form at some stage since I
was awarded a minor scholarship to Liverpool University where I
studied History until 1951 and trained as a teacher the next year.
As a result of a former article I have heard from Barbara Ruddlesden
who worked with my friend Bernard Varley at the Council Offices
and who typed out my BA thesis, which was then bound at Gould’s
at such an economical rate that I ended up with the great
responsibility of carrying several theses of fellow students home
to be bound and taken back to Liverpool. The point of all this is to
explain why I was at home in Heswall all through this period.

The Council Grounds
I haven’t checked properly, but believe that our ‘hanging out’ area is
now largely covered by Halls – presently under some threat to their
future. Alongside the Fire Station were a bowling green, four hard
tennis courts and a very good putting green with the Council Offices
at the top. This was much preferable to a street corner and many of
us spent harmless and pleasurable times there. Perhaps the times
when a group of us decided to play bowls were not pleasurable to
the regular bowlers since we tended towards a more exciting variant
of the game – but we didn’t do that often! I graduated from the
tennis instruction of cousin Muriel to long hours of play with Ralph
Jordan, before moving on to the Pinewood Tennis Club and, later,
to the Heswall Club. I still remember with shame my achievement
there of serving nine double faults in a row in a match once! The
Council Grounds were a general area to meet people, but a lot of
activity was more focused in youth clubs.

Clubland
Heswall Methodist Clubland was founded by a new minister after
the war, the Rev. Kenneth Vaughan Jones. He was a very talented
man in music and the arts and set up the club with the help of
some more senior members of the Church back from the armed
forces – Duncan and Eric Lowry and Howell Evans, particularly,
though not just men, Eileen Lowry and Dorothy Davenport (later
Evans) being memorable. To them were added a host of younger
folk, particularly Doris and Hilda Davies, Bernard Varley, Ralph,
Keith Stewart, Pat Charlton (later Stewart), Marje Ollier, Colin and
Pete Colclough and many others. We ran the club by committee
and had a huge range of activities on Friday evenings and table
tennis on Tuesdays. There were 40 or 50 members at any one time.
As time went on we recruited younger brothers and sisters and
many others and the club thrived, going on well after I left. There
was never a dull moment – except possibly sometimes at Sunday
evening services when it was difficult to restrain mirth on the back
row at some of the less exciting sermons.
The Friday meetings had a mix of social activities, dances, games,
etc., but also a monthly talk or serious discussion. Many spoke
their first words in a public group joining in debates etc. This seems
quite commonplace in print but was very empowering – to use a
present day in-word – at the time. K V Jones was great at producing
shows and we put on a number of Clubland Reviews when everyone
joined in to perform and/or help with production. Many of the pieces
were chosen to give a part to a cast of dozens, if not thousands.
KV was particularly keen on ‘choral speech’ where the whole group
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1950 Clubland party group

performed a cacophony of verse with great animation – there was
a hilarious ballad of his own composition about Angus McTavish, a
farmer of Fife, who had a firework birthday party which went wrong.
In that moment a dread
Of catastrophe spread –
Witches in bed took broomsticks and fled,
Flying and shrieking to waken the dead –
Antlers were shed, Cat noses bled,
Rooks overhead rose up in the dark
Croaking in chorus: Cark! Cark! Ca-Car Cark!
It is unlikely that this would appeal to a modern generation, but
it went down a storm then for both performers and audience. I am
grateful to Brian Rogers who was a Leader of the club after I left for
preserving this ‘masterpiece’. It was printed in a club magazine
called The Clarion produced in May 1950. We were a serious
bunch to do this; we also had a library! One of our Friday speakers
was a lecturer in Mathematics from Liverpool who offered us a
talk on ‘Relaxation’. This seemed like a good idea until we found it
concerned an abstruse mathematical process to do with measuring
current flows in rivers!
We were also useful to the Church as a willing body of muscle if any
heavy lifting needed to be done. There was a very heavy player piano
which survived many a trip from the Hall to the Church and back!

Out and about
When the weather was suitable we got out to play tennis, roam the
Beacons on Treasure Hunts and so on. On 5 November 1950 we
had a huge bonfire on the Beacons which took days to assemble
and nights to guard against the very real fear that someone would
set it off before the appointed time. All went well, but we didn’t do
it again. We went on holidays together; quite a large group went
to a Methodist holiday centre in Sidmouth, for many the first time
away out of family. A group of us went to Port Erin in the Isle of
Man and might not have returned following an ill-judged expedition
outside the bay in a rowing boat!
Most bank holidays we went off on hiking trips or coach trips.
Normally we left from Heswall Hills station and went into North
Wales. One year saw us climbing Moel Famau, another Castel

Clubland at the Festival of Britain in 1951

Dinas Bran in Llangollen. We went to Delamere Forest on the only
wet day in the fabulous summer of 1947. We took a coach to
Dovedale, driven by a driver who had no idea where it was. By the
time we got there it was time to come back. The entire party was
dying for a toilet break and there was great hilarity when we found
that the next town was Leek. Easter 1950, recorded in The Clarion,
saw us in the Lake District where we crossed a lake on the ferry
and climbed to the heights beyond in filthy weather. We knew how
to enjoy ourselves!
Our boldest trip was to the Festival of Britain in 1951. We
travelled overnight on a Crosville coach to Victoria Coach
Station. On the way my brother Alan was very sick and we
spent the trip sitting him in shady places and feeding him gastric
tablets. It transpired he had pneumonia and he very nearly died in
the days after we got back! Phew! While he was suffering we
visited Buckingham Palace, got into the Festival grounds when
they opened, slept through a concert by Geraldo’s Concerto
Orchestra in the new Festival Hall and got a boat to the Festival
Funfair in Battersea Park – all this on a Saturday with a party of
young folk more than 20 strong. We appointed a meeting time for
us to assemble at 8.30 to go for supper at Lyons Corner House
before catching the coach back. At that time two of the girls were
missing! We sent the rest of the party off to supper while Gwyneth,
my wife-to-be, and I searched Battersea Park for the two girls on a
Saturday night! We gave up and when we got to the Corner House
there they were having got bored and left early. Their names are
etched on my memory, but I will forebear! If they read this they
know who they are… An elephant never forgets! The overnight
trip back to Heswall went without further incident – everyone was
very quiet!
We also introduced ourselves to the Liverpool Philharmonic, largely
through the good offices of Doris Davies who was our secretary and
seat booker. Whenever I hear Scheherazade I am transported back
to my first concert at the Phil!

Marriage bureau!
I first met my wife, then a nurse at the hospital, when she came to
the club. My brother met his wife Pat there. I can think of at least
half a dozen couples who met and wed as a result of meeting each
other – though I will not name them! A good time was had by all!

What else?
There were other clubs you may think it is time I mentioned! The
Presbyterian Church, as it was then had a thriving club against
whom we played many a table tennis match. Geoff Woodward of
the cycling through Brimstage group was the player to beat and I
think I did once! We also played badminton in their hall on Saturday
nights since our hall was not lofty enough. I think all that has been
replaced now. We did not have any formal dealings with the club
at the Mission Church, though there were many friendships. The
New Year’s Eve Dance at the Parish Hall was always an event to be
savoured, as were tennis club dances at the Heatherland Café.
It is worth remembering our annual Youthfest which was when got
to work for the Post Office at Christmas. This was a much sought
after source of funds and competition was fierce. The best job was
to be on one of the two lorries which delivered parcels. Our lot were
on the one which did the river side of Telegraph Road. We were
totally unsupervised; we collected the parcels each day, planned
the route, told the driver where to go and got on with it. We did a
good job, though I say it myself, and worked hard while having a
good time and earning money. There were the occasional tragedies
like the turkey which someone had foolishly sent by post to an
isolated house in Brimstage Road where no one was at home day
after day! When the smell got too strong we simply left it in the
porch and tiptoed away! On my last year there, after about seven
years, I was dignified by being given a van and a driver and
responsibility for delivering registered packets and clearing
overflowing postboxes. Next step Postmaster General!
While on the subject of Christmas, I have to remember the very
companionable times we had going carol singing. This was mainly
the Club but also Church members, especially the choir, took part,
one of the latter solemnly setting us off with a tuning fork, which
didn’t help much! We largely visited Church members in the
expectation of mince pies as well as generous donations for
charity, but on the way we sang our way around Heswall in the
fond expectation it was all appreciated.

Finally
I have enjoyed dredging my memories to write these pieces and
have had great pleasure to receive a number of messages from
people who remember me or what I remember. Thank you!
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Have you protected yourself
with lasting powers of attorney?
90% of over 65s have not!
DON’T BE CAUGHT
NAPPING!!

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY
FOR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS
AND HEALTH MATTERS

SINGLE: £199 FOR BOTH
COUPLE: £299 FOR BOTH
INCLUDING HOME VISITS
Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate
Planning on 0845 052 2757
Lasting Powers of Attorney and why all
adults should have them in place.
The lasting power of attorney (LPA) was introduced by the

Mental Capacity Act 2005 and came into being in October 2007,
replacing the previous Enduring Power of Attorney which had
been around since 1985.
There are two types of LPA:
1. For health and welfare matters
2. For financial affairs
The Act states that should you have some form of incapacity
(temporary or permanent) that prevents you from looking after
your own affairs, you must have appointed attorneys who can be
either family members or trusted friends to act for you under a
registered LPA.
Each LPA is a 20-page document and it has to be registered with
the Office of the Public Guardian.

What can happen if I don’t have an LPA in place and I am
unable to manage my own affairs?
1. The court of protection can and will appoint ‘deputies’ to
manage your affairs if no family member/friend quickly applies
to become your deputy/attorney. This becomes very arduous
and very expensive. Court appointed deputies would close your
bank accounts and divert all your income to the court.
2. Family members can apply to the court to become your
attorney for financial affairs only. This process can take up
to four months and costs can easily exceed £3,000.
3. Your bank can freeze your bank accounts; they can even
freeze joint bank accounts.
4. Social services will be in complete control of your health related
matters and can place you into a care home, possibly against
your or your family’s wishes.
Our prices to prepare both LPAs are: £199 for singles and
£299 for couples.

PROBATE
APPLICATIONS
AND ONGOING
ADMIN/ADVICE
JUST

£299

The registration process takes eight to nine weeks and a fee is
payable to register each one. That fee depends on your level of
income. In some cases the registration fee is waived.

WHY PAY THOUSANDS?

If you develop some form of incapacity then your attorneys can
act fully legally on your behalf under a registered LPA.

0845 052 2757

Visit our website:
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Email: info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk

www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Christmas Beauty: Red carpet not red-faced
Time-saving tips to sparkle
Guilt-free treatments. Not only will they help you sparkle…
they will save you wasting precious time on make-up, nails
and shaving!

Eyes
Making your eyes look larger and more open has a real effect
on your appearance, making you look younger and refreshed.
My three go-to treatments are: Lash lifting/perming to give you
that curled-back lash without the need for mascara (saving
time, too); Individual lashes to thicken natural lashes and add
length; opt for natural or dramatic (great with this season’s
graphic eye make-up); and HD brows to shape the face and
define your features.
It’s that (wonderful) time of the year! You have a to-do list as long
as your arm: buy gifts (beauty gifts are always a great idea and
we have lots of gorgeous ones in clinic); put the decorations
up; attend the constant nativity plays, carol concerts, grotto
visits and parties; order the turkey; oh and look fabulous. Sadly,
we tend to put ourselves at the bottom of the list and rather
than feeling fabulous, we end up throwing concealer on by the
bucketload in an attempt to hide dark bags and dull skin. But,
with all the hard work you put in, you deserve to feel good about
yourself. So swap frazzle for dazzle.
Forget being embarrassed about dull, lacklustre skin due to
stress, weather, central heating, dehydration, increased alcohol
intake and (maybe) a lax approach to your skincare regime
during the run-up to Christmas. Red carpet facials can give you
an instant glow with no downtime (there’s a reason they are so
popular with celebrities). But, with so many to choose from, here
are some  of my favourites:

Nails
The simplest way to add some sparkle – it can just be one nail
or all. I love the glitter ball look, acrylic nails if yours are not up
to ‘scratch’, or IBX treatment to really improve natural nails.

Hair removal
Lycon hot wax is a superior wax and great if you’re in a hurry.
It removes short hairs gently and is ideal for all women’s
intimate waxing, underarms and face. Imagine a stubble-free,
hair-free, care-free Christmas?
has a cumulative effect. For long-lasting results, a course of ten
sessions will have you looking younger for 2020, but just a
single 1.5 hour treatment will tick all the boxes for your special
occasion, giving your face and skin an all-round boost.

Venus Glow. The clue is in the name. This treatment is great for
an instant boost for both ladies and gents. It gently exfoliates
using water jets! Pinhead jets clean pores and remove dead
skin (think of all the muck you remove when you jet wash your
patio), but in a very gentle way. This allows an individual fusion
of serums that suits your skin and penetrates and hydrates it –
leaving it literally glowing. It’s great for combatting blackheads
and improving texture on combination skin. It’s a go-to favourite
among my male clients who can’t hide blemishes under
make-up so easily.

More than a one-night stand

Crystal Clear COMCIT: Wonderfully hydrating, plumping and
rejuvenating. The Crystal Clear brand has been around for
decades and this facial is one of their most advanced treatments.
As they say themselves: “COMCIT treats ageing, dehydrated
skin … and provides an instant, perfect dewy glow for that
special occasion, wedding or red carpet event.”
(source: www.crystalclear.co.uk)

Image Vectorize technology facials: Again far more than a
one-day wonder. Packed with wonderful nano-ingredients that
are delivered with the Vectorize system – a unique technology
only available from Image Skincare. Active ingredients continue
to be released into the skin for up to 48 hours and this can be
continued at home with Image products – producing amazing
results for all skin types, both male and female.

Image vitamin C: Vitamin C boosts collagen production and has
an impressive antioxidant effect as well as lightening, brightening, smoothing and hydrating the skin. Suitable for all skin types,
it fights back against the effects of all that pre-festive stress –
with immediate results.

Happy Christmas

Venus Freeze Radio Frequency: For instant and visible lifting
and tightening, then a one-off Venus freeze treatment the day
before your big event will achieve this. Really! The results are
that obvious and instant. A single treatment is a little like
Cinderella, though, and won’t last – BUT a course of six,
however, will see you in to 2020 in great shape!
Next Generation CACI: Another well-known name, but not as
you know it! Next-generation CACI offers a real red carpet result.
Using microcurrents and LED that penetrate deep into the skin, it

Environ: Although this produces immediate improvements, it is
far more than that. The effects last longer than any ‘red carpet’
event. Plus, even if you’re not off to a glitzy party, this antioxidant
treatment has so many other benefits. It fights the effects of
central heating, hot airless shops, pollution, and more.
Combining antioxidants with Vitamin A, it hydrates, plumps
collagen and illuminates the skin. Importantly, it also prevents
further oxidant damage. A must-have treatment for winter.

Tracey x
Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road,
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH
T: 0151 625 6256
www.serenity-clinic.co.uk
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Wirral Schools invited to add
Race For Life to the timetable

Schools in the Wirral are being urged to join the fight
against cancer by adding Cancer Research UK’s Race for
Life Schools to the timetable. The charity is inviting primary
and secondary schools across the borough to hold their own
Race for Life events and help fund vital life-saving research.
Every day in the North West, 110 people are diagnosed
with cancer. And that’s why Cancer Research UK is calling
on schools across the region to sign up now at:
raceforlife.org/schools.
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Race for Life Schools is completely free to enter and
participating schools can choose a day that fits with the
term calendar, and a distance which suits the age and
abilities of all pupils. Every school that signs up will receive
a free resource kit specially created by the charity. The kit
includes everything that schools need to plan their own Race
for Life Schools event, such as posters, top fundraising tips,
assembly plans and a special medal for every pupil who
takes part.
Participating schools are encouraged to fundraise and
money raised will help Cancer Research UK scientists find
new ways to prevent, diagnose and treat the disease,
helping to save more lives.
Race for Life’s Wirral Event Manager, Caitlin Holme, said:
“Organising a Race for Life Schools event is a fantastic way
for schools to have fun, while raising money for a good cause.
“Sadly, most of us know someone whose life has been
touched by cancer. That’s why we’re calling on parents,
pupils and staff in the Wirral to unite and help make a real
difference in the fight against the disease. By taking part
in Race for Life Schools they could help to turn discoveries
made in the lab into new, better treatments for patients in
the city and throughout the UK.”
Cancer Research UK’s Race for Life, in partnership with
Tesco, is an inspiring series of events which raises millions
of pounds every year to help defeat cancer by funding
life-saving research.
One in two people in the UK will be diagnosed with cancer
at some stage in their lives, but the good news is more people
are surviving the disease now than ever before. Survival rates
have doubled since the early 1970s and Cancer Research
UK’s work has been at the heart of that progress.
For more information visit raceforlife.org/schools.
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Finding the Missing Peace

The Pet Column

By Abbas Hussain of Principal Pets

By Stephen G Baker
I think I am quite a contented person. My Christmas present list is
usually non-existent, and when asked, I struggle to think of things
I really need. Maybe this is because I am so well looked after that I
have very little need for anything.
If you were given the choice of any gift, I wonder what it would be?
The ancient king of Israel, Solomon, when given the choice, asked
for wisdom. Most of us would like to be wiser, to live well and to
make less mistakes.
As a Christian I believe that Jesus Christ is the best example of how
to live the right way. He was the only person ever to attain to the
high standards that are found in the Bible one hundred percent of
the time. The Bible describes Jesus as ‘‘holy ... and undefiled’. It
records that He lived a selfless life looking out for others.
Most of us agree, cynics included, that we haven’t a hope of
reaching the standards of perfection that are required of us in the
Bible. None of us lives as Jesus did!
So, ultimately, that puts us in a difficult situation. However, in the
early chapters of the Bible, God indicated His intention to provide a
solution. As the storyline of the Bible develops, the word ‘salvation’
starts to crop up frequently. The Old Testament describes humanity
as flawed, guilty, needing redemption, cleansing, forgiveness and
pardon. At the beginning of the New Testament (NT), Jesus is born.
The NT is all about Jesus the Messiah, the one sent from God. It
rapidly becomes evident that He is the promised salvation. It is this
man, Jesus, who is actually ‘the Saviour’, ‘the Redeemer’, the one
sent from God.
Therefore, the following statements become significant – ‘Christ
died for our sins’ and Christ’ once suffered for sins, the just for the
unjust, that he might bring us to God’. The death and resurrection of
Jesus meets the demands of God’s justice and provides salvation.
The above statements should make us ask how we can benefit from
salvation? Once again, the Bible provides the answer: ‘For by grace
are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of
God’ Ephesians 2:8
Faith is the keyword here. We all know how to receive a gift! We
receive it. That’s faith – accepting the gift of salvation and forgiveness
because you know you need it and you trust God to provide it.
Many people do not see the value of the gift of salvation. But this
gift is not to be compared with a Christmas present! You might not
like the gift you have been given, it may, or it may not be right for
you. Salvation is more like the gift of life. In physical terms, it’s as
if someone gave you a kidney, bone marrow or a blood transfusion
except salvation is a gift for your soul and spirit. It is a life-giving gift.
‘The gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.’
Don’t be content until you get this gift. Life is not worth living
without it.
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How did your dog cope with Bonfire Night? Was your cat climbing
the walls? Unfortunately, the fireworks for Bonfire Night seem to go
on for at least a week nowadays, adding to the stress the dogs and
cats feel. Remember that their hearing is a lot more sensitive than
ours, so you can understand how the loud bangs of the fireworks
can easily upset our animals.

Desensitising Your Pets
You can start to prepare your pets for New Year’s Eve by trying to
desensitise them to the sounds of fireworks. When you are playing
with your pets and they are in a calm state, try putting on firework
sounds from YouTube to get them used to bangs and whizzes of
fireworks. Start at a low volume level and increase slowly over
time, as long as your pet shows no sign of distress. As soon as
your pet shows signs of distress, stop the sounds and walk away.
Try again when your pet calms down.

Calming Sprays and Plug-ins
If your pet shows signs of distress, even at low volume levels when
trying to desensitise them, you could try Feliway plug-ins for cats
or Adaptil plug-ins or collars for dogs. These sprays mimic natural
pheromones that help your pets feel more comfortable in their
environments. You can also try diffusers and sprays from Pet
Remedy – these contain valerian root and also have a calming
effect on pets. Using these products with the desensitising
techniques should hopefully help prepare your pets for New
Year’s Eve.

Prepare a Dog Den
Dog owners should prepare a den for their dogs. Ideally this
should be prepared a couple of weeks in advance and somewhere
the dog feels safe, such as behind the sofa, or under a couple of
dining chairs. Covering the den helps to protect the dog from the
noise and flashes of the fireworks. Ensure the dog can access
the den at all times. Healthy treats and a toy can help form a
positive association with the space. Products such as appeasing
pheromones and calming diffusers and sprays can help, but
should be started at least two weeks before New Year’s Eve.

On New Year’s Eve
Doors, windows and pet flaps should be secured and curtains
drawn to reduce the noise and flashes of the fireworks. Playing
music or having the TV on will further help to mask the noise. The
lights should also be kept on to further reduce the effect of flashes
from the fireworks. Also, try to distract your dog or cat with play.
Don’t worry, you are not rewarding your pet’s fear, but instead you
are readjusting them from ‘fearful’ mode into a ‘fun play’ mode.
Finally, a pet should not be punished at any time for their
behaviour. If a dog or cat finds fireworks increasingly difficult to
deal with, a visit to the vet could help further support the pet’s
needs with calming medication or a referral to a pet behaviourist.
Merry Christmas to all our customers and readers of our
column from all at Principal Pets.

Shelf
Indulgence
By Margaret Murphy

Award-winning Wirral novelist Margaret Murphy
pens thrillers as Ashley Dyer and A.D. Garrett. She
recommends two books per month across a range of
styles and a mixture of new and old.

NEW PREMISES FROM 14TH JANUARY
29 Milner Road, Heswall CH60 5RT
Telephone 0151 342 4086

21st December
Santa visits Linghams
10am to 1pm – booking essential
14th January
Dr Rangan Chatterjee
Feel Better in 5
Talk and book signing
30th January
Sophie Hannah ‘Crime Queen’
Haven’t They Grown
Talk and book signing
3rd February
Anna Whitehouse and Matt Farqhuarson
Where’s My Happy Ending
Talk and book signing
11th February
Kiran Millwood Hargrave
The Mercies
Talk and book signing

More events coming soon
www.linghams.co.uk

Margaret will be in conversation with Ann Cleeves, at
Bebington Library on Wednesday 19 February 2020.
Check www.ashley-dyer.com/events for ticket links.
Bluff by Michael Kardos
Head of Zeus, ISBN-13: 978-1788543743
In the illusionist’s world, close-up magic is king, and
eighteen-year-old prodigy Natalie Webb promised to be one
of the best. Then she got burned by an unscrupulous artist
who stole her heart along with her best illusion. Nine years
on, honest, but grindingly poor, Natalie ekes out an existence
performing at frat parties, bar mitzvahs and occasionally – if
she’s really lucky – corporate shows. A seasoned entertainer,
she has a ready stock of one-liners and put-downs for hecklers and
wind-up merchants. But lawyers are professionally trained at the wind-up
routine, and Natalie lets one of them get to her, injuring him in the
process and – true to her luck – the casualty is a personal injury lawyer
who goes by the nickname ‘Lucifer’. The resulting lawsuit could bury her
financially for life. Then a chance encounter leads her to an opportunity
to make $1.5 million. But when the stakes are that high, so are the risks,
and Natalie finds herself drawn into a terrifying world.
Bluff is a clever take on the long con and Natalie is a hugely likable
protagonist. I was instantly hooked by the story’s dextrous twists and
turns, misdirections and writerly sleight of hand. Kardos’s suspenseful
story builds to a shocking chapter which had me literally breathless with
apprehension. The denouement delivers a beautifully executed final twist,
befitting a magician who has mastered the art of the close-up trick.
Things in Jars by Jess Kidd
Canongate, ISBN-13: 978-1786893765
Things In Jars is described as a Victorian detective novel.
A convenient label for shelving the work, but this is a
genre-defying story in the mould of Jesse Burton’s The
Miniaturist and Sarah Perry’s The Essex Serpent. Admittedly,
there is a mystery at the heart of the novel – a missing child
whom female detective Bridie Devine is commissioned to
recover – but this is no ordinary abduction, and Christabel
is no ordinary child. In this ravishingly told tale, science clashes with
folkloric magic, while obsessive collectors vie with crazed anatomists,
psychopathic surgeons and unscrupulous showmen to acquire the
‘curiosity’ that will make their fortunes. Bridie herself is no stranger to
the freakish: apprenticed as a child to a ‘Resurrection Man’, Bridie saw
horrors no child should see; her housemaid is a terrifying giant whom
Bridie rescued from a circus sideshow – and Bridie is being haunted by
an amorous ghost! Toughened, though not hardened, by her experiences,
Bridie is peculiar, intelligent, independent, with a great heart.
A Costa Award winner, Kidd has been nominated for many more and,
judging by Things in Jars, the accolades are well-deserved. She clearly
delights in the written word – its rhythms, cadence and music, and her
audacious playfulness with language brings to mind Dylan Thomas and
Charles Dickens. Her exuberant prose conjures up the filth and squalor
of Victorian London – its mephitic smells and high danger – but also its
colour, vibrancy and wonder. Highly entertaining.
Ashley Dyer’s Splinter in the Blood is now on sale in all formats
from Corsair. Its sequel, The Cutting Room, is available in hardback.
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All Things Auctioneering
With Cato Crane Valuers & Auctioneers and John Crane Fine Art

May I begin this Christmas issue of our
increasingly popular and widely read
magazine by thanking all the people who
have visited the Cato Crane 5Counties
(yes we have changed our name slightly)
offices in Heswall, North Wales and
Liverpool where I have enjoyed the
company of knowledgeable collectors,
vendors and general visitors over cups of
tea! Many valuable objects have been
auctioned as a result of these visits.
The antiques year has been interesting – it
has been good for buying and for long-term
enjoyment of good objects. Good watercolours by notable artists in particular have
been a very good buy this year as they are
still unfashionable. On the other hand,
good oil paintings, even in poor and dirty
condition with holes in them, have risen in
price due to a strong demand.

Pair of Ercol Stick Back long seats c1955

Prices are still rising for interesting pieces
of Ercol and G Plan furniture, even in poor
condition. Vinyl LPs of rock and pop from
the early 1960s onwards have rocketed in
price this year as a new collecting subject.
They are easily transportable and some
rare records are coming to light now! Let us
know if you have any.

Thomas Sidney Cooper 1803-1902

A small watercolour sketch (5”x7”) by the
great animal painter Thomas Sidney Cooper
sold recently by us made £220, whereas a
large oil painting by the same artist could
easily make £30,000. The Williamson Art
Gallery in Oxton has a very large example of
his work, which had been submitted, albeit
unsuccessfully, to furnish the newly built
Houses of Parliament.

Watercolour by T.S.Cooper - Sheep in a Welsh Mountainscape

Valuable Early ‘Stones’ Vinyl LP

Since writing my last article I have covered
over 4,000 miles by car and appraised
more house contents than usual, finding
extremely good quality antique furniture
right across the North West, Cheshire,
Wirral and North Wales where we are
extremely active these days. We now have
a Welsh valuation office in an ancient
farmhouse up in the mountains of
Snowdonia if people can find us!
A client asked me the other day if my
heart jumped for joy when I discovered
antique furniture?
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The simple answer is ‘YES’, when it is
small and of exceptional quality as this will
still encourage enthusiastic bidding on
auction day in Liverpool. Mediocre quality
and worn antique furniture brings poor
results, which is disappointing for all
concerned, including ourselves, and we
don’t really encourage low value objects at
all of any description. Our business is not a
dumping ground for worn and
broken rubbish!
My heart did leap with joy a few months
ago at a Wirral property which had been
totally furnished with teak furniture in the
1960s and 1970s. I explained to the
beneficiaries that this furniture was now
very much in demand and worth more than
antique furniture nowadays. They said they
watched the TV shows and that they knew
all about that! However, a few days later I
passed the property and noticed three skips
full of the furniture, broken up and out in
the rain! It was worth about £6,000! The
rule is – ‘Don’t Skip It – £CatoCrane£ it’.

Teak and Afrosia wood tables £300-£500 at auction

Teak was never an inexpensive wood. It
was difficult to transport as it did not float
and had to be drawn overland by elephants,
thus enormously increasing the cost. As it
was so expensive many pieces of furniture
used teak veneers over a low-cost frame.
Furniture designers across Europe and
especially Denmark and the UK took teak
furniture design very seriously – the name
of G Plan is known to everyone – but there
are hundreds of small and large high-quality
designers to choose from and collect. The
‘cut-off’ date at the moment seems to be
around 1980 when mass production
designs were perhaps not so desirable.
I have illustrated a stylish and valuable
nest of tables made from teak but the
design is complemented by the use of a
contrasting darker and denser rarely
hardwood called Afromosia; they work
very well together, despite being difficult to
join with normal wood glue due to the oily
nature of the wood.
Are you the owner of a French luxury
item? Do you have on your sideboard a
rafraîchissoir? If you don’t, you have not
had a deprived life as most people will not
own one of these! I certainly don’t!
Rafraîchissoir is the French name for what
is essentially a crystal glass table-top cool
box. Ice is placed in the bottom section
above which drinking glasses containing
cocktails are placed into holes in a tray and
then immersed in the ice to lower the
temperature of the drinks – all very easy!
The maker of this particular vintage
rafraîchissoir was Martin Benito of the
Cristal Benito company. Started in 1952,
the company is based in Paris and
specialises in high-quality crystal glass
containers for various uses. They are
expensive – retail prices are shown on their
outlet retailers’ websites. This particular

ice container would cost in the region of
£3,000 if bought new. Where did we
discover it I can hear you ask? Well, it
came in for valuation at an appraisal day
at a church near Prestatyn. If the bidding
is good it will certainly refresh the vendor’s
bank account!

Fine quality amber is worth a fortune!

Very finally may I send to each and every
one of our readers and visitors my very best
wishes for a very happy Christmas and a
peaceful start to 2020.

Rafraichissoir and mink

For all Wirral enquiries to Cato Crane
5Counties Auctioneers, telephone
0151 342 2321… even over the
Christmas holiday season – I am
always pleased to hear from you!

You may notice the mink coat in the
picture and while some people don’t
approve of wearing or selling fur garments
many of us wear leather shoes, have leathercovered furniture and dine on pheasant and
grouse every night… well, maybe!
Finally, if any readers are disposing of a
relative’s furnishings and belongings may I
urge you to take great care. I have illustrated
some yellow beads which look like plastic
and could easily end up in a skip or charity
shop. They are, in fact, extremely high-quality
amber and could make several thousand
pounds as they are the right sort of amber
and highly prized. Any amber has a high
value, so bring it in to us please as we have
international buyers!
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Merry Christmas
& Happy New Year
from us all at
Heswall Magazine
This year saw us celebrate our 10-year anniversary and
our audited distribution, door-to-door to 16,000 homes
and businesses remains the largest of any Wirral magazine.
We would like to thank all our advertisers, contributors,
distributors and readers for their support in 2019.
See you all again in 2020.

