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Welcome to the June 2019 edition of Heswall Magazine –  
a bi-monthly publication dedicated to Heswall and district.

The magazine is circulated free to homes in Heswall, Gayton, 
Pensby, Thingwall, Barnston, Brimstage, Irby, Thurstaston, 
Caldy and Thornton Hough. That’s a guaranteed circulation 
of 16,000 homes and businesses. Additional copies are also 
available free of charge from Aldi in Heswall, Heswall Library 
and selected retailers, bars and other outlets. 

We welcome your views
Please let us know what you would like to see featured. If 
you enjoy reading Heswall Magazine please let your family 
and friends know: if not, let us know.

Heswall Magazine welcomes contributions relevant to the 
local community from readers and we invite you to send 
your stories and photographs to us:* 
editor@heswallmagazine.co.uk  
or by post to: Jon Bion, Editor, Heswall Magazine, 
Whitfield Business Hub, 188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall,  
Wirral CH60 7RJ. Telephone: 07796 945745

For all other enquiries, including advertising, 
info@heswallmagazine.co.uk or telephone 
Mike on 07584 064288 or Jon on 07796 945745.

Our audited distribution, door-to-door 
to over 16,000 homes and business, 
is the largest of any Wirral magazine.

Tarran Way South, Moreton, Wirral CH46 4TP

If you require any information contact us today on 0151 630 0002
www.caseyskiphire.co.uk • www.caseysoil.co.uk

CASEY SKIP HIRE
SKIP HIRE

Casey Skip Hire offer a wide variety of skip 
sizes from mini, midi and builders skips. The 
laws states that skips used on the highway 
must be highly visible and have the correct 

permit. and we supply you with lights and the 
correct council permits for our skips.

Our soil is great quality and we’re willing to 
prove it! Our Chemical Analysis Certificate 

is available upon request so you can be sure 
you’re only buying the best. Sold by the Tonne 
and delivered for a small charge. You can also 

collect your soil for free directly from us.

Casey Skip Hire is the largest supplier of 
crushed hard core on the Wirral. Supplied with 

its own chemical analysis it is the cleanest 
recycled product, conforming to 6f2 standard. 

Aggregate can be delivered from a minimum of 
5 tonne to any larger quantity required.

SOIL AGGREGATE
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Volunteers from local wildlife and gardening community group 
Friends of Hill House Gardens Heswall have been announced as the 
inaugural recipients of Community Action Wirral’s ‘Wirral Volunteering 
Standard’. The announcement was made at Community Action 
Wirral’s Volunteer Thank You celebration at Wallasey Town Hall, on 
Friday 7th June.

Over 150 guests attended the annual event to come together and 
say ‘thank you’ to volunteers throughout Wirral who support their  
local community to make it a better place to live, work and be social.

The Wirral Volunteering Standard was recently launched to  
showcasegreat governance regarding volunteer management and 
support provided to volunteers. The Standard is a physical and 
digital certificate awarded to organisations which show that their 
volunteering programme follows the principles set out in Community 
Action Wirral’s ‘Best Practice in Volunteering’ toolkit.

In essence, the Wirral Volunteering Standard ensures that your 
policies and procedures are up to date, reduces your risks and assist 
you to plan for the future as it provides a benchmark against which 
you can measure performance, identify gaps, and promote the value 
of volunteers to your organisation.

Keelan Early, Volunteering Development Manager at Community 
Action Wirral stated: “Awarding Friends of Hill House Gardens was 
such an easy decision. I am extremely impressed by how meticulous 
their policies and procedures are… everything is just so clear. This is 
incredibly important, especially for new volunteers, as it clearly sets 
out the boundaries that are in place and what support is provided to 
ensure everyone is safe and, more importantly, everyone has a great 
time whilst volunteering. That is the true spirit of volunteering… 
making sure that everyone is included but everyone is having fun 
and plenty of cake.”

If you are interested in volunteering with Friends of Hill House  
Gardens, contact Margaret Milner email heswallwildlife@aol.com 

If you are involved with an organisation that may be interested in 
working towards the Wirral Volunteering Standard, Keelan can be 
contacted on info@communityactionwirral.org.uk or by telephone  
on 0151 353 9700.

Friends of Hill House Gardens 
Awarded at Community Action  

Wirral Volunteer Thank You Event
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The loss of a loved one is one of the most difficult 
things we will ever experience. While trying to 
deal with our grief we are also expected, in many 
cases, to deal with the mountain of paperwork 
involved in administering their estate.  

The number of people who are carrying out 
probate without the help of professionals has 
increased, which unfortunately has led to an 
increase in cases winding up in court.

Sally Johnson, solicitor in the Wills, Trusts &  
Probate department at Jackson Lees Heswall  
office comments: “People who agree to accept 
the role of Executor often do not fully appreciate 
what the role involves. Acting as an Executor has 
become increasingly complex and burdensome, 
requiring the Executor to navigate through the 

estate’s complex tax reporting obligations and possible claims and disputes, 
while ensuring they administer the estate in a timely fashion. Failure by the 
Executor to comply with their reporting obligations can result in the estate 
suffering penalties and interest which could otherwise have been avoided.” 

Executors need to be aware, therefore, that they are personally liable for any 
action they take (or fail to take) on behalf of an estate.  

In addition to the risks previously discussed, Executors face other risks 
which can include, but which are not limited to:

•	Failing	to	adequately	secure	the	property	in	the	estate	which	is	then	 
 damaged, resulting in the estate suffering a loss;

•	Failing	to	identify	all	of	the	assets	and	liabilities	in	the	estate;

•	Failing	to	pay	the	correct	amount	of	inheritance	tax	(where	applicable)	on	 
 the estate either due to not applying all of the allowances available at  
 death and thereby paying too much, or failing to identify all of the assets  
 and paying too little. Either way, the executor may be personally liable  
 for any losses suffered by the estate which can include payment of  
 interest and/or penalties;

•	Selling	an	asset	without	authority;	

•	Paying	a	gift	to	the	wrong	beneficiary	or	to	someone	who	is	not	entitled;

•	Failing	to	correctly	identify	the	existence	of	a	Trust	and	the	affect	the	Trust	 
 may have in respect of any tax reliefs, allowances or liability. 

Sally continues: “Don’t go it alone – we can help. Our Wills, Trusts & Probate 
team can alleviate much of the stress and risks involved in administering an 
estate. We will guide you through the whole process. We can also arrange 
settlement of administration expenses and our fees from the estate, thereby 
alleviate the stress causes by having to cover such costs upfront.”

If you would like to talk to one of our specialist advisers, please call 
us free on 0808 256 4659 (also free to call from mobiles) or email 
enquiry@jacksonlees.co.uk or visit our website www.jacksonlees.co.uk

The pitfalls of Probate

Sally Johnson
What Jackson Lees can do for you…
•	We	offer	free	half-hour	appointments	for	anyone	who	wishes	to		
	 find	out	more	about	our	services	

•	Hoylake	office	open	on	a	Saturday	(book	for	an	appointment)	

•	Four	local	offices	to	choose	from:

	 	 –		Heswall	0151	909	8185	

	 	 –		Hoylake	0151	909	8183

	 	 –		Birkenhead	0151	909	8186

	 	 –		Liverpool	0151	909	2184

•	We	also	offer	assistance	if	you	are	in	a	dispute	regarding	inheritance

•	We	offer	free	safe	storage	of	any	Will	

•	We	can	register	your	Will	on	Certainty’s	national	Wills	database	

Let	Jackson	Lees	make	things	a	little	easier	for	you	and	your	family.	
Contact	our	Wills,	Trusts	&	Probate	team	to	book	an	appointment	or	
to	chat	through	your	requirements.	Call	us	free	from	either	a	mobile	
or	landline	on	0808	256	4659.
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Marjorie Alexander was a remarkable Heswall resident who used her 
privileged and wealthy background to help both her family and the 
wider community. As an ardent cine photographer, she captured on film 
fascinating glimpses of the life of her wealthy Heswall family and some 
key historic events of the twentieth century. Due to a fortunate set of 
circumstances, this unique film archive was rescued in the nick of time 
after its value was not initially recognised after her death.

She was born in 1893 in the Woodhey district of Higher Bebington, 
the daughter of William Harrison Alexander, a senior partner in the  
Liverpool accountancy firm of Harmood Banner & Sons (now part of  
Deloitte). Her father died in Lancelyn, Bromborough, in 1914 at the  
age of 59. It seems Marjorie moved with her mother, Mary Sophia  
Alexander, to Ashlea in Thurstaston Road, Heswall, as this was the  
address she recorded in March 1919. This record related to the work 
she provided as a nurse in the Voluntary Aid Detachment during the 
First World War in hospitals in Hooton, Prescot, and Bromborough,  
in all a service totalling 1,384 hours. Her fiancé was killed in the war 
and she was never to marry.

After the war she acquired a Cine Kodak B-B Junior 16mm clockwork 
camera, which provided 29 seconds of shooting time before needing 
to be rewound. She filmed extensively from the 1920s to the 1960s, 
first using black and white film, and then using colour from 1937. 
The 13,000 feet of film she shot highlights many events from the 
20th century at home and abroad, including Hitler and the Nazis in 
|Nuremberg in 1934, George V’s Silver Jubilee celebrations in 1935, 
young Queen Elizabeth’s visit to New Zealand in 1953, and the film 
location and set in Wales for Ingrid Bergman’s 1958 movie The Inn of 
the Sixth Happiness. Many readers will have memories of the Royal 
Navy training ship HMS Conway, which she filmed both in the Mersey 
and after it floundered in the Menai Strait. She also took many films of 
her family at both Ashlea and, later when she moved, at Gayton Croft, 
Baskervyle Road. These family reels show the life of an affluent family, 
with servants and gardeners, smart cars, tea on the lawns and games 
in the garden involving different generations of the family. Both Ashlea 

and Gayton Croft still exist today, but two houses have been built on 
the extensive lawns shown at Gayton Croft. The quality of the films are 
remarkable given the short time the film ran and also that Marjorie 
always held the camera by hand, rather than a tripod which modern 
photographers invariably use. 

Her family responsibilities increased dramatically when Winifred, the 
wife of her brother Harold Gemmell Alexander, died in 1930 from  
Hodgkin’s disease. Her brother, who was a partner in the same firm as 
his father, and his four children, Gemmell, Stuart, Donald and Hilary, 
came to stay with Marjorie and her mother, firstly in Ashlea and then in 
Gayton Croft. Marjorie acted as a mother to the four children. It is an 
interesting footnote that when Winfred was studying at Oxford University 
in 1914, she had become very friendly with the Prince of Wales, the 
future King Edward VIII, who was also studying there. They picnicked 
and went partying together, with Edward coming to pick her up in his 
Bentley. The friendship ended when Edward went off to war, but the 
family still retains a signed photograph the future king gave to Winifred. 
Winifred returned to the Wirral where she married Harold, a childhood 
admirer who had been wounded in the war. Had this early romance with 
a future king flourished, how different history may have been as Edward 
abdicated twelve years later for the love of another woman.

The wealth of the Alexander family allowed the employment of a  
retinue of domestic support, including cook, maids, gardener, chauffeur 
and three governesses: Olga and Erica from Switzerland, and  
Anne-Marie from France. One of the workers, Marion Hopley, became 
Marjorie’s housekeeper and companion, eventually staying with her for 
over 40 years. The family had a holiday home and kept a sailing boat in 
Trearddur Bay in Anglesey where Marjorie filmed idyllic holidays in which 
the children sailed, swam and pursued outdoor activities. 

A poignant film taken in the garden of Gayton Croft in 1939 shows 
Harold and his four children together for the last time before the  
Second World War dispersed the family. Marjorie and Harold’s mother, 
Mary Sophia, had died in 1937. The eldest son, William Gemmell, 
known as Gemmell after his mother’s maiden name, served in the 51st 
Highland Division, but failed to make it to Dunkirk after the German 
invasion of France. With some difficulty he made his way to Nantes, 
where he contacted his old governess Anne-Marie who was living there 
with her husband and child. At huge risk to her family, she hid him in 
her attic for two months before he could be smuggled back to England 
on a Polish trawler. He rose to the rank of major whilst on the staff of 
General Montgomery, received the MBE and was twice mentioned in 
dispatches. In 1945 he married Janet Elias, a nurse from West Kirby, 

Marjorie Alexander 
A Heswall Film Pioneer
                           by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald

Marjorie with her camera

In the Snow at Ashlea
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whom he met on a trip to Iceland in 1939. He entered the colonial 
service in 1946 and helped developed co-operatives in the Gilbert and 
Ellice Islands, Mauritius and Cyprus. After his return to England in 1960 
he had a variety of jobs and finally settled in Cumbria. He died in 2014 
aged 95.

The second son, Stuart, saw service in the Cheshire Yeomanry and 
wrote many letters to his sister Hilary, recalling their idyllic childhood in 
Heswall and Trearddur. He was never to see his family again, as he died 
aged 22 during the Battle of El Alamein after treading on a mine as he 
guided a lorry through a minefield. He did not know that his brother was 
based only a mile away on Monty’s staff and Gemmell was called upon 
to bury the body and collect his possessions.

Donald, the youngest son, was a gifted sailor, eventually becoming a 
doctor. He moved to Suffolk where Marjorie filmed his growing family. 
Ann-Marie’s daughter came over from France to look after his children.

Their sister Hilary joined the Wrens in the War and for 50 years kept 
secret that she was a code breaker at Bletchley Park, for which she  
received three war medals. She was recommended for this role by 
Commodore Dowding (Royal Navy) a key member of Churchill’s War 
Cabinet, whose wife was a close friend of Marjorie’s. Hilary travelled 
to New Zealand in 1951 where she met and married John Towle. Like 
Donald, she was also an accomplished sailor and crewed for Sir Peter 
Blake. Marjorie took many films in New Zealand and Australia, and  
captured scenes in Panama, Curaçao and Cape Town on voyages to  
see her niece.

Her brother Harold died in 1948 and by 1955 Marjorie was recorded 
as living with Marion Hopley in Redcroft in Thurstaston Road, adjacent 
to Ashlea. In 1946 she became the first woman councillor for the 
Heswall/Oldfield area and in 1950–52 the first Chairwoman of the  
Wirral Urban District Council, which was based at Hill House (now the 
Jug & Bottle). She had a particular interest in the welfare of the elderly 
and would visit the council’s residential care homes on Christmas Day 
to ensure the elderly occupants were being well cared for. She was  
instrumental in organising and fundraising for the construction of an 
Over-Sixty Club situated in Rocky lane, a very convenient location near 
the shops, bus station and bowling green. The club which Marjorie  
started in 1950 and had 115 members, had previously needed to 
share the Scout Headquarters in Sandy Lane. The club was open five 
days a week and a large increase in membership was catered for. The 
new building, which was named Alexander Hall in tribute to Marjorie, 

was used for community purposes until 2009 when Wirral Council 
made the hall available for sale following a strategic asset review. 
Fortunately, the users of the hall were able to transfer to the adjacent 
Heswall Hall which is flourishing under community management. The 
site has now been redeveloped as flats but the connection with Marjorie 
is commemorated in the name Alexander Court. Marjorie was part of 
a syndicate of landowners who, in 1963, donated land on the Heswall 
Dales to the council for the enjoyment of the public. She was also a 
president of the Heswall Soroptimist Club.

When Marjorie died in 1983, Gemmell had the task of clearing the 
house. Not realising the value of the reels of film, cine camera and 
projector he found in the attic he sent them for auction. The son of the 
purchaser kept them for 13 years before advertising them for sale, with 
the intention of selling them individually at a car boot sale if no one 
wanted the whole collection. Fortunately, they came to the attention 
of ValleyStream Media Developments, an AV/film production company 
based in the Conwy Valley, North Wales, and producers of special  
interest media, who carefully restored and researched the Alexander 
archive over six years. The discovery of the collection featured  
throughout the national press and on the Richard & Judy TV show, etc., 
in 2002. Producer Stef Bate and production assistants Ange Davies 
and Jan Foulkes spent eight weeks working with the unit on the difficult 
task of restoring the film. The vital clues to the identity of the family 
depicted on the tapes was the name ‘Towle’ and location ‘New Zealand’ 
written on one of the film boxes. Using International Directory enquiries, 
the only Towle listed in New Zealand was Simon Towle, the son of 
Marjorie’s niece Hilary. Simon was able to give ValleyStream the contact 
details for Gemmell who was still alive and provided full details about 
his aunt. All Marjorie’s nephews and niece are now dead, but they  
remain captured on celluloid. The interested reader is referred to the 
ValleyStream website where excerpts from the film can be seen –  
http://www.valleystream.co.uk/alexander-archive-1.htm

The authors would like to thank ValleyStream Cultural Media 
2019 for permission to reproduce biographical details and  
images from their Alexander archive, and further copying or 
reproduction of this article and its contents is strictly forbidden 
under copyright law.

Article submitted by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com  
or 0151 342 9269) on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was established in 1953 
“for the public benefit to conserve the heritage of the Ward of Heswall”. For more 
details of membership and activities, please call Roger Lane or visit  
theheswallsociety.org.uk  

Heswall WUDC chairmen

Alexander Hall 2009

Gemmell’s 21st 1939

Evacuee Children playing at Gayton Croft 1939

07HESWALL MAGAZINE • JUNE 2019



My name is Stephen Kirk and I’ve been a Heswall resident for just 
over two years. I have to say this little town really is a fantastic 
place to live. Full of friendly people, great shops and restaurants, 
within easy commuting distance of Liverpool and Chester, an hour’s 
drive from Snowdonia and close to the sea, which is what this 
article is about.

We moved up here from London at the beginning of 2017 in 
search of a better work-life balance for our young family. As part of 
that, before completing the move, I spent a fair bit of time looking 
into getting a small boat to muck around with once we moved up 
here and to teach our kids to sail like my Dad did with my brother, 
sister and I when we were growing up. We were lucky enough to be 
gifted a small Wayfarer by an older gentleman from mid-Wales who 
had decided to hang up his sailing spurs – we’ve named her Maggie.

I then looked into joining a local sailing club and was again 
fortunate enough to get a very friendly welcome from Dee Sailing 
Club, located down at the beach in Thurstaston. The club has been 
around since 1909 and used to be located where Sheldrakes is, 
but relocated to Thurstaton a number of years ago. This is a great 
club and I would recommend anyone with the slightest interest in 
sailing to come down to one of the open days to check it out.

We have had great fun sailing Maggie out on the Dee Estuary, on 
the Marine Lake at West Kirby, down off Anglesey and at Lake Bala 
last summer (photo of my son, Oliver, aka Captain Kirk, at Bala). 
Oliver (age seven) can now more or less handle her and his little 
sister India (age four at the time) steered us to the pub at Bala last 
summer. The year before Georgia (then aged three) even managed 
to have a nap on her while we were out sailing in Red Wharf Bay 
off the coast of Anglesey. We have also taken quite a few of Oliver’s 
school friends from St Peter’s CoE Primary School out on her over the 
past two summers, hopefully inspiring them to become sailors too.

However, being a keen outdoorsman and inspired by the likes of 
Frank Dye’s book Ocean-Crossing Wayfarer: to Iceland and Norway 
in an Open Boat (a 16ft open dinghy) and Peter Clutterbuck’s The 
Sea Takes No Prisoners (both excellent reads), I was keen to take 
Maggie on some more adventurous passages. This resulted in 
hatching a plan to sail her from the Wirral to Anglesey and back, 
which quite a few people dismissed as crazy. Fortunately David 
Heron, one of the other dads I know whose kids do swimming  
lessons with our kids, was also crazy enough to think this sounded 
like a good idea. This enabled us to head down to the sailing club 
for many serious planning sessions last winter (some snooker may 
have been played and pints consumed at the same time). Joking 
aside, we did get lots of helpful advice from some of the club’s 
cruising fleet members, who have sailed these waters many times 
before, albeit on bigger boats.

I am pleased to report that we successfully completed our trip 
over the beginning of May Bank Holiday weekend. It was quite an 
adventure. We covered about a hundred nautical miles over three 
days and sailed from Meols to Conwy on Day 1, from Conwy to 
Beaumaris and then to Rhyl on Day 2 and finally from Rhyl back to 
Meols on Day 3. We had favourable conditions but it was still pretty 
dodgy doing it in a small boat like a Wayfarer, which is really meant 
for relatively calm inshore waters (don’t worry we were in regular 
communication with the Coastguard Station at Holyhead to update 
them on our movements). 

After successfully completing the first leg we had a bit too much 
to drink in Conwy on the first night, which made it hard to keep our 
breakfasts down the next day. And we were lucky enough to be  
allowed to sleep on the floor of Rhyl Yacht Club because we 
couldn’t find anywhere else to stay over the bank holiday weekend. 
We saw a pod of dolphins going the other way just off the Great 
Orme halfway between Beaumaris and Rhyl. It was pretty amazing 
sailing in the bright sunshine with snow on hills of Snowdonia in  
the background.

A big thank you to everyone who helped us out with this trip. Dee 
Sailing Club for all of the advice we got from members there. Rhyl 
Yacht Club for kindly putting us up for the night. Reverend Martin 
Cannam from St Peter’s and The Church of the Good Shepherd 
who thoughtfully included us in their prayers. And, most importantly, 
thank you to our very understanding wives who granted us a hall 
pass to go off on this adventure.

For anyone interested, contact details for Dee Sailing Club are 
included below and remember fellow Heswall residents, like Avici 
said: “Live a life you will remember!”

Dee Sailing Club, Station Rd, Wirral CH61 0HN 
Tel: 0151 648 2300
https://www.dee-sc.co.uk/

Live a Life You Will Remember
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Summer is here! 
Time to swing 

the doors open 
and get out in 
the garden!

Light the firepit, add some candles, invite the 
neighbours and open your garden to friends and 
family… Summer is here and it’s time to enjoy  
the scents and sounds of your garden.

Looking for a little al fresco inspiration? Look no 
further, pop over to Port Sunlight Garden Centre for 
your summer garden needs, pots, plants, parasols 
and patio sets… Lanterns, firepits and Buddhas too.

Take a stroll round the village and stop for  
breakfast, lunch or afternoon cakes. 









610 (County of Chester) Auxiliary Air Force Squadron, 1936–1940 
is a new local history book, written by Heswall author David J. 
Bailey. Just published, it provides a fascinating account of the early 
history of Wirral’s local RAF Squadron, focusing on 610’s role  
during the Dunkirk evacuation and the Battle of Britain.

610 (County of Chester) Squadron was formed in February 1936 
at Hooton Park, Wirral. With personnel recruited from the local  
area for the expanding Auxiliary Air Force, these ‘weekend fliers’ 
were moulded into a cohesive fighting unit. 610 Squadron was 
originally equipped with biplane light-bombers, such as the  
Hawker Hart, but as the Second World War loomed, the Squadron 
transferred to Fighter Command, ultimately operating the iconic 
Supermarine Spitfire.

In May 1940, flying from Gravesend, 610 Squadron suffered 
seven pilots killed and one wounded whilst desperately protecting 
the Dunkirk evacuation. Flying Officer John Kerr Wilson, aged 32, 
from Heswall, was killed on 29th May 1940. He had been a  
director in his family’s engineering firm in Liverpool and is  
remembered on Heswall’s War Memorial.

On 27th May 1940, Flying Officer Albert Rupert John Medcalf, 
aged 26, was another local man who was tragically lost without 
trace over Dunkirk. He had studied architecture at Liverpool  
University and lived in Willaston.

The Squadron went on to perform a key role in the Battle of  
Britain, being based at the vital RAF Station at Biggin Hill, just  
south of London, also operating from the forward airfield at  
Hawkinge, near Folkestone. 610 Squadron claimed a heavy toll on 
the Luftwaffe, during deadly dogfights above the English Channel 
and south-eastern England. 

These brave men included Flight Lieutenant Warner, aged 21, 
from Oxton, one of the Squadron’s veterans (standing third from 
right, front cover), whilst three Wirral men who had originally been 
part of 610 Squadron’s ground crew, rejoined the squadron as  
novice sergeant pilots. Sergeant Bamberger, aged 21, from  
Port Sunlight, Sergeant Manton, aged 25, from Bebington and 
Sergeant Corfe, aged 21, from Meols (lying, far right front cover), 
would endure very mixed fortunes during the remainder of the  
Battle of Britain…

After further tragic losses, including ground crew killed during 
bombing raids against Biggin Hill, 610 Squadron moved to  
Acklington, Northumberland, to rest and train replacement pilots. 

Despite the famous photographs of its men and aircraft during 
1940, two of which feature on the book’s front cover, 610’s valiant 
history remains largely unknown. This detailed book recounts their 
heroic story for the first time, combining the Operations Record 
Book with Combat Reports, pilots’ Log Books, ground crew and 
relatives’ testimonies, plus a rare interview with a founding  
Squadron pilot who fought during 1940. Finally, this fascinating 
story is brought to life with many previously unpublished photographs 
from relatives and the Squadron’s Association, to recognise 610 
Squadron’s brave sacrifice.
The book is now available through the publisher, Fonthill Media.

610 Auxiliary Air Force Squadron

Flying Officer John Kerr Wilson, from Heswall. (Copyright Medcalf family)

Flying Officer Medcalf, from Willaston, in his Spitfire’s cockpit. (Copyright Medcalf family)
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With Hearing Aids 
Starting at £990 a pair
Rose can’t stop smiling

With Hearing Aids 
Starting at £990 a pair
Rose can’t stop smiling

Call for a Free Consultation today

0151 342 6325
Hear Pure, 1 Milner Road, Heswall CH60 5RT

Call for a Free Consultation today

0151 342 6325
Hear Pure, 1 Milner Road, Heswall CH60 5RT

Tuning Set Ups Problems Faults

ARE YOU STUCK WITH WELSH TV?

TV Engineer
Providing	personal	service	to	the	Wirral	for	over	20	years
Bought new equipment? Need help? Confused?
Please don’t pay for a rushed installation when purchasing.  

I patiently set up, Tune and Install TV’s, Home Cinema, Sound Bars, 

Recorder Boxes, Catch Up, Hi-Fi, Cable Tidying etc etc

Providing help for the non tech minded 
in plain English! Call Brian the TV man on:

07709 780 165 or 0151 625 3720 (Eve)

T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

TELEPHONE: 0151 342 2564 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design, 
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke  

bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

Tiling And Plumbing Services

Marc Norman
Painting and Decorating

Tel: 0151 336 6326
Mob: 07960 318960

• Interior and exterior
• Wallpaper hanging 
• Wood varnishing
• Three generation family business 
• Hand painted kitchens and furniture
• Free estimates
• Reliable and friendly service 

All work carried out to the highest quality 
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Residents and staff at The Hazelwell in Oldfield Road, Heswall, 
recently celebrated International Nurses Day by holding a special 
lunch for its trained nurses.

Staff  also organised the lunchtime meal for retired nurse Wendy 
Flindell who is a resident at the home. Wendy, who moved to the 
home in 2017, spent 18 years from 1970 to 1988 as a nurse at 
the former Liverpool Royal Infirmary and Greater Lancashire Hospital 
before becoming a military nurse in the Queen Alexandra’s Royal 
Army Nursing Corps.

International Nurses Day is celebrated every year all around the 
world in the month of May to commemorate the anniversary of 
Florence Nightingale’s birth and to mark the contribution of nurses 
everywhere towards people’s health. 

Florence Nightingale (1820–1910) is considered to be the 
founder of modern nursing and was hailed as a heroine in Victorian 
times for her work to help the wounded in the Crimean War. 

The Hazelwell has itself a special connection with nurses, having 
been built on the site of the nurses’ accommodation from the  
former Cleaver Hospital. The hospital treated patients living on  
Wirral and surrounding areas for more than 80 years. 

It originally opened in 1902 and was known as The Cleaver  
Sanitorium, named after Mr HP Cleaver who was the inspiration 
behind the hospital’s construction. It was a children’s hospital for 
17 years and during the Second World War when the children were 
evacuated, adults were admitted. 

The site was considered hugely beneficial for long-term illness, 
due to its location at the edge of the River Dee. The air here was 
reputed to be pure and is said to have helped restore the health of 
patients suffering from tuberculosis.

The hospital itself closed in 1983, the land was then sold in 1988 
and the hospital demolished. The remaining nurses’ accommodation 
was redeveloped into a care home at the time and subsequently 
taken over and following a £5.5m investment reopened as The 
Hazelwell, an all-inclusive care home, in 2016. 

Later that year, The Hazelwell held a reunion for former hospital 
employees and remains very proud of its connection to these  
caring professionals.

The Hazelwell care home activities co-ordinator Sandra Clarke 
said: “The Hazelwell has a rich heritage with nurses who worked on 
the former site of the home many years ago so we were delighted 
to be able to mark International Nurses Day with a special lunch at 
the home for our specially trained nurses that work at the home. 

“Our nurses do an absolutely fabulous job at The Hazelwell and 
are highly thought of by our residents, some of who were nurses 
themselves, including Wendy who also came for the lunch. We felt 
it was important to us to show our gratitude on this special date for 
not only our nurses at The Hazelwell but everywhere.”

Hazelwell celebrates 
International Nurses Day
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TONY’S
BARBER

SHOP
EST. 1970

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY

Modern and Traditional 
Gents Barbers

Tony’s Barbers shop supports 
the charity Checkemlads. 
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In 1913 John Chatwin began baking in Nantwich, in the heart of 
Cheshire. Four generations later they’re still a family-owned  
business who have built a reputation for the finest quality bread, 
cakes and pastries.

With twenty-one shops across Cheshire, Staffordshire and North 
Wales they take great pleasure in opening a new shop in Heswall 
and hope to become an essential part of the community.

So what kind of goodies can you expect to see in your new local 
Chatwins? To start with, you’ll find everything you would expect to 
see in a typical English bakery, from handcrafted sausage rolls, 
pork pies and freshly baked bread to fresh cream chocolate eclairs 

and vanilla slices. You will also find contemporary fare, such as 
generously filled breakfast baps, hot roast carvery baps and freshly 
prepared salads and sandwiches. They’ve also got hot drinks  
covered too, with their extensive range of freshly ground coffees  
and speciality teas. 

Whether you’re on the go, or would like to take a treat home,  
you’ll find they have something deliciously satisfying, just for you.

Opening times are Monday to Saturday 8.00am-5.00pm and  
Sunday 9.00pm-4.00pm.
49 Telegraph Road, Heswall, CH60 0AD.
www.chatwins.co.uk
Find them on Instagram and Facebook!

Chatwins opens in Heswall
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Four steps to add  
value to your home
There’s no doubt that certain improvements can add significant 
value to a property. We have had a look at four of the best 
ways for you to invest your time in improving your home.

Making the outside look nice
Giving the front of your house a new coat of paint, tidying the 
front garden, and cleaning the windows could add as much as 
£5,000 to the value of your home. It’s all about making it look 
welcoming and enticing for prospective buyers booked in for  
a viewing.

Extensions and conservatories
Adding an extension or conservatory will nearly always add 
value, but it’s not a cheap project so it’s best to do some basic 
research in advance. Gauge how much value this will add by 
looking at prices for similar properties in your area that already 
have extensions and conservatories. In the same way, it’s a 
good idea to look around your local area for similar extension 
projects and talk to people who’ve done them – this way you’ll 
be able to gauge your chances of getting planning permission 
for certain types of extension. Applying for planning permission 
costs about £300 and unfortunately the fee isn’t refunded 
if you’re rejected. Also, remember that gardens and outside 
space add value to a property – so don’t build a big extension 
to the detriment of your outside space.

Making space indoors
Essentially, the more rooms you have, the higher the value of 
your property, and actually, ‘knocking through’ to splice two rooms  
together and make space in this way will reduce the value of 
your property. So it’s best to think about adding space in other 
ways, namely converting a loft, basement or garage into an 
extra room. A further bedroom, or a utility room, downstairs 
bathroom, or study are all selling points, and of course, you’re 
unlikely to need planning permission for this kind of conversion.

Refreshing the kitchen
Tatty and dated kitchen units are simply going to lower your 
selling price because buyers will have in mind how much time 
and money they will need to replace them. However, a nice 
trick is that you don’t have to shell out on a whole new kitchen 
– simply by replacing or refinishing the cabinet doors you can 
create a sleek, shiny and modern look. If you’re handy,  
refinishing or replacing doors can be done over the course of  
a long weekend, but otherwise, or to save yourself the time, 
hiring a good carpenter will result in a perfect finish and of 
course will be substantially cheaper than fitting a whole new 
kitchen. As ever, little details will make a difference and  
replacing plastic light switch and socket covers with chrome  
or brushed aluminium is a smart plan. A manky kitchen floor  
is quite off-putting – any kind of new floor covering will add 
value, but of course a posh stone or tile one will add the most.

Hunters, here to get you there…
240b Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral, CH60 7SG.
Telephone: 0151 342 2444.
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www.heswallhall.co.uk

We would love to show you around
Contact Trudi on 0151 342 2614
Email: trudi@heswallhall.co.uk

Registered Charity number 1140612

Excellent catering facilities
Rooms to suit your event – large or small
Stage, sound and specialist lighting
Fully licensed bar at reasonable prices
Sprung dancefloor

“The staff and management were really helpful  

and accommodating and answered all our  

questions really quickly. We had a great night  

and would recommend the venue to anyone  

considering an event. Many Thanks.” 
Samantha Thompson

“We had so many positive comments conveyed  

to us at the end of the evening and many  

messages since, it is gratifying to know that  

our guests fully enjoyed themselves.”
 Dave Crowden

Celebrate
in style

at Heswall Hall
Hire us for your special event



Call our Office today for more information 
on our Special Offer. T&Cs Apply.

 0151 342 2444 (Heswall)  
0151 339 2465 (Little Sutton).

We’re busy…
Is your agent as busy?

240b Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral, CH60 7SG • Telephone: 0151 342 2444
341 Chester Road, Little Sutton, Ellesmere Port CH66 3RG • Telephone: 0151 339 2465

The commission and let fee will become due on exchange of unconditional contracts for the sale of the property. 
If you are under contract with another agent you may still be liable also to pay their fee.



On Sunday 28th April, Olympic hockey gold medal winner Sam 
Quek showed her support for the Heswall Disabled Children’s  
Holiday Fund at their Family Funday Football Fundraiser. The event 
took place at the grounds of Heswall FC, Gayton Park in Heswall.

The Family Fun Day event was organised by the local community 
to support Heswall Disabled Children’s Holiday Fund and included 
junior football matches, a bouncy castle, barbeque, live music, 
games and a raffle. Sam attended to take part in the medal  
presentation ceremony and the children had the opportunity to  
ask her questions about her sporting career.

Vinny Keating, Chairman and Registered Manager of the Heswall 
Disabled Children’s Holiday Fund, said: “It was a brilliant day  
supported by Glenavon, Mersey Royal and Runcorn Linnets girls 
teams. The girls playing and their parents have been incredibly  
generous with their time and money and helped to raise £960. 

“Thanks also to Rob Seabury, manager of JD Wetherspoon in West 
Kirby and Arlene Sinclair who owns The Therapy Suite in Heswall. 
They created the event together and put the hours in and the 
Heswall Disabled Children’s Holiday Fund is incredibly grateful.

The Heswall Disabled Children’s Holiday Fund has been providing 
free holidays for disabled children since the 1960s. lt has now  
developed into an Ofsted Outstanding holiday scheme provider,  
hiring The Barnstondale Activity Centre in the heart of Wirral. The 
charity needs to raise £30,000 to run the camp and ensure it 
remains free of charge to all children who need their support.

In addition to being accredited as Outstanding by Ofsted for the 
care and activities enjoyed by the children, the charity was also 
awarded The Queens Award for Voluntary Service in 2017. This was 
in recognition of the positive impact the charity has had on the lives 
of its volunteers, who work hard, not only on the holiday camp, but 
also planning and fundraising to make the charity a success.

Images by MdotPhotography

Heswall Fundraiser

Local girl Izzie Rimmer has been growing her hair for the last two 
years with the sole purpose of donating it to the Little Princess Trust. 
The Little Princess Trust provides real hair wigs free of charge to 
children and young people up to the age of 24 who have sadly lost 
their own hair due to cancer treatment and other illnesses. 

Izzie’s Dad Allan said: “When she was six, she saw a programme 
about wigs being made for children who have lost their hair and 
since then she’s been determined to grow her hair long enough to 
donate it to be made into a wig. Her hair was finally long enough to 
be cut on 24th April by local hairdresser and friend, Sarah Irvine. As 
well as donating her hair Izzie wanted to raise some much-needed 
funds for these wigs to be made. Each wig costs approximately 
£550 to make, so every penny is important.

“Izzie commenced her fundraising efforts with a modest target  
of £200. With the help of friends and family she has now raised  
over £1,000, enough for two whole wigs. We’re all immensely 
proud of her.” 

The Trust relies solely on the efforts of enthusiastic community  
fundraisers and they receive no formal funding, so Izzie’s efforts  
will be very welcome.

Izzie’s fundraising for 
the Little Princess Trust
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Rob D Davies
Decorating
Interior	and	Exterior.		
Painting	and	wallpapering.	
Friendly	and	reliable.
	
Get	in	touch	for	a	
free	estimate.	

Tel – 07899 753 509
robdavies72@yahoo.co.uk



235 Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 7SF • Telephone: 0151 342 1477

www.robertquinnfuneraldirectors.co.uk

Local independent funeral directors
offer innovative free service

Robert & Karen Quinn are proud to 
offer free, confidential, professional 
bereavement support and counselling 
for families who have used their  
service – past or present.
 
As siblings who have experienced  
significant losses ourselves we are 
only too aware that our grief journey  
is only just beginning when the  
funeral is complete.
 
We want our families to know that  
they are going to be supported  
before, during and following the  
funeral. Offering this service through 
our partnership with SAIF Care they  
truly are.

When to get help

You may wish to consider asking for support if you are  
experiencing any of the following:

• Difficulty coping with intense feelings,   
 feeling numb/empty

• Feeling unusually tire, confused, unable to concentrate

• Having nightmares and/or difficulty sleeping

• Your relationships are suffering badly

• Constantly feeling angry or irritable

• Smoking, drinking, taking medication or other drugs  
 more than usual

Freephone: 0800 917 7224
Email: help@saifcare.org.uk



Members of Heswall and District Soroptimists along with Heswall  
Probus joined forces for an awareness day outside Heswall Tesco 
supermarket to inform residents about their organisations.

Heswall Soroptimists is part of an international organisation that 
works to transform the lives of women and girls locally, nationally  
and internationally. They meet twice a month at Prenton Golf Club. 
Please visit the website: www.sigbi.org/heswall-and-district for 
further information

Heswall Probus enables men who have led an active life at work 
to meet like-minded men in a friendly and social atmosphere. They 
meet once a month for lunch and a speaker on various topics at 
Thornton Hall Hotel  and every Wednesday morning at the URC next 
to Tesco for coffee and putting the world to rights. They also enjoy 
year-long activities such as bowls, snooker, rambles, walks, gentle 
cycling and quizzes. 

For more information visit our website www.heswallprobus.co.uk  
or ring Stephen Ross on 0151 342 4185 or Geoff Duggan on  
0151 216 8023.

Heswall Probus recently unveiled a plaque outside of Thornton Hall 
Hotel, where they meet once a month for lunch and a talk afterwards. 

Pictured left to right are: Stephen Ross (Past Chairman), Steve 
Unsted (Chairman), Fiona Creed (Deputy General Manager) and 
Geoff Duggan - Vice Chairman.

Thanks to Mark Kinnish for sending us this photogtraph of Irby Village 
taken in 1889.

Mark told Heswall Magazine: “At the time Thingwall Road was no 
more than just a dirt track. In the distance you can see a building 
which was known as the Prince of Wales Pub which was built during 
the 1800s. It was only licensed as a beer house unlike the other 
pub in the village The Anchor which was fully licensed. 

“The Prince of Wales lost its licence around 1920 when the Peers 
family ran it. During the Second World War the building was used as 
the headquarters of the Home Guard and was later demolished. The 
site today of the pub is next to the shops by the free car park in Irby 
Village. The nearest buildings used to be the old cottages but these 
are long gone.”

Irby Village 1889

25% OFF
MICROBLADING 

in July/August 
(normal price £240)

Appointments going quickly!
Book with £50 deposit

Sarah Morgan 07852 343831 
Facebook: Morgan Cosmetics

www.multiclinical.com

• Anti wrinkle treatments 
• Naso labial folds with filler 
• Beautiful and natural lip fillers 
• Qualified Nurse of 25 years 
• Advance Nurse Practitioner and Prescriber 
• NMC registered and insured 

MORGAN COSMETICS
Home Based Aesthetic/Beauty & Ear Syringing Service

Based Irby but will cover all of Wirral
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Novices and mature  
learners encouraged

PC,	laptop	or	tablet		
(including	iPad)

One-to-one	lessons		
in	your	own	home

Gift	vouchers	–	a	perfect		
gift	for	grandparents

Home Computer Tutor

Sue Freeman
0151 648 2955
info@computertutor.biz

Conrad Nix’s interest in Traditional Chinese Medicine Acupuncture 
(TCM) began over ten years ago as a recipient himself for muscular 
skeletal pain following a work-related injury and then to successfully 
stop smoking. He made the decision to change career and graduated  
with a BSc (Hons) in TCM Acupuncture from the University of  
Lincoln where he completed over 500 hours of clinical practice.  
He also spent several months studying in Kunming City, China, in 
2011 observing Chinese doctors in an Oriental Medical clinical  
setting, applying Acupuncnture, Moxibustion and Cupping  
techniques to patients whilst studying Oriental Medical theory at  
the clinic through the tutelage of the resident Chinese Doctors. 

With full professional accreditation with the British Acupuncture 
Council, no condition is too complex. Conrad particularly enjoys 
treating all muscular skeletal conditions but is equally happy to 
treat any condition from headaches and migraines, through  
menopausal symptoms to mental and emotional conditions. With 
training in Tuina (a traditional Chinese form of massage), becoming 
a Reiki Master in 2009 and an avid yoga enthusiast, Conrad has a 
passion for encouraging holism. Conrad has a dedication and  
compassion for his clients and a deep-seated conviction that  
acupuncture is an exceptional alternative therapy to bring about 
holistic change in the human body with no side effects.    

Conrad Nix B.Sc hons
Traditional Chinese Medicine
ACCREDITED ACUPUNCTURIST

Member of The British Acupunture Council

Osteopathy & Natural Health
70-72 Grange Road, West Kirby CH48 4EG

Telephone: 0151 625 1116 Mobile: 07795 568 177

www.oesteopathyandnaturalhealth.com

Traditional Chinese Medicine
in West Kirby

Smith and Sons are delighted to offer this  
rare opportunity to purchase a pair of  

sandstone cottages within a sought after  
residential area of Heswall.

The properties which have been linked   
at ground floor level are set back from  

Boundary Lane in a quiet location yet within  
a few minutes walk of Heswall Town Centre.

The large idyllic gardens are well stocked 
and laid out to provide an orchard, vegetable 
garden, lawns and country garden. There are a 
range of stores along with a sandstone garage.

This is an ideal opportunity to sympathetically 
restore and extend the buildings to create a 

beautiful family home whilst retaining a  
number of original and traditional features.

HIDDEN GEM IN THE 
HEART OF HESWALL

28 Boundary Lane, Heswall

Viewing is highly recommended and 
can be arranged by telephoning 

Smith and Sons on 0151 647 9272.

All available lots can be viewed on our 
website at www.smithandsons.net
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Holmwood	Drive,	Thingwall,	Wirral	CH61	1AU
07764	615934	or	0151	929	5223		sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers

Sarah	White	Aesthetics	offers	aesthetic	and	
corrective	solutions,	providing	clients	with	a	
professional	and	confidential	service	at	their	
premises	within	Spire	Murrayfield	Hospital.

Our	range	of	services	include:

•	Anti-Wrinkle	Injections

•	Dermal	Fillers	

•	Fractional	Resurfacing

•	Derma	Rollering

•	Laser	Hair	Removal

•	Radio	Frequency	Skin	Tightening

•	Medical	Grade	Bespoke	Peels

•	Medical	Grade	Skin	Care

•	Collagen	Boosters

•	M22	Skin	Rejuvenation

•	Dermalux	LED	Light	Therapy

•	Bio	Identical	Hormone	Replacement	Therapy

•	Hair	Loss	Medication

•	Vein	&	Vascular	Treatments

•	Stretch	Mark	&	Scar	Treatment

•	Pigmentation	&	Sun	Spot	Treatments

ULTRAcel is a two in one treatment with 
tightening and lifting techniques to give 

the face an instant boost and a lift.

Quote Heswall Magazine when making your booking

25% OFF
ULTRAcel treatments in June



Volunteering at Ness Botanic Gardens
If you love plants, gardens and meeting people, come and join us!

Ness Botanic Gardens is, therefore, committed to providing all its  
volunteers with the right training and equipment to enable them to 
perform to the highest standards. In return we ask that volunteers work 
closely with staff, help implement our policies and processes, and overall 
support the excellent customer experience we aspire to provide.

Volunteering has been a crucial part of the Ness story for over half a 
century and we look forward to many more successful years, as  
together we take the Ness Botanic Gardens into an exciting future.

What types of volunteers are we looking for?
•	Visitor	Experience:	Welcoming	visitors,	providing	information	and	 
 providing admission to the Gardens. You will also support the gift  
 shop and plant sales with pricing, tidying and display, and will support  
 the recruitment of new members to the Friends of Ness Gardens. 

•	Events:	Supporting	our	special	events	can	involve	a	range	of	tasks,	 
 such as providing information, queue management, and car parking. 

•	Education: Working with our Education Team, tasks include the delivery  
 of family craft activities and the development of activity resources. 

•	Office	Support:	Undertaking	a	variety	of	administration	tasks	to	 
 support the Ness team. 

Not only do you get to work in a beautiful location, gain a range of new 
skills and meet new friends, but you also benefit from:

•	A	Supporters	Card	for	regular	volunteers,	allowing	you	and	a	friend	to	 
 visit the gardens for free

•	Enjoy	a	10%	discount	in	the	Botanic	Kitchen	at	Ness	Cafe	

•	Enjoy	a	10%	discount	in	our	Gift	Shop

•	Enjoy	a	10%	discount	in	our	Plant	Sales	area,	courtesy	of	 
 Dovecote Nurseries 

•	Invitations	to	special	events,	including	our	twice-yearly	volunteer	parties

•	Most	importantly,	a	hot	drink	and	home-baked	cake	at	break	time.	

If you love plants, gardens and meeting people, come and join us!

Anyone can volunteer. It doesn’t matter what your skills, experience or 
background are.

We usually ask for half a day a week – but if you want to do more, you 
would be welcome!

Here at Ness Botanic Gardens we are reliant on the continuing  
support of a wide-ranging team of volunteers to underpin our operation. 
Volunteer time given to the Gardens, and the structures and activities 
which sustain them, is equivalent to approximately 10 full-time  
members of staff annually, which enables us to provide the current 
range and level of services.

While we recognise that volunteers are not quite the same as staff,  
we also understand that staff and volunteers alike are all working  
together to run the Ness Botanic Gardens to the highest possible  
standards and to enable their enjoyment by future generations.
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#glassrooms

In an age where space is precious and maximising your living area is key to creating a super-efficient, 
relaxing and stylish home, the birth of the GIassRoom could not have come sooner.

This cutting-edge version of a traditional extension is taking the home improvement market by storm – creating 
wonderful light, energy efficient spaces and breathing new Iife into properties old and new.

•	Aluminum	window	bi-folding	and	 
   sliding doors systems

•	Structural	frameless	skylights

•	Glassroom	extensions

•	Glass	office	partitions

•	Frameless	glass	doors

•	Architectural	glazing

•	Glass	wall	cladding

•	Glass	balustrading

•	Glass	roofs

GlassRooms Architectural Glazing, Xtreme House, 
Ocean Park, Dock Road, Wirral CH41 1HW

T: 0151 651 2798

E: info@glassrooms.com

www.glassrooms.com



Limbo Lane is thought to have once been part of an ancient series 
of packhorse tracks which followed the line of the Roman road  
from Chester to Meols, through the once wild and remote Wirral 
peninsula. We know that before and after the Roman occupation  
of Britain, there was a Celtic village (now under the sea) off Dove 
Point in Meols. The 20th Roman Legion stationed at Deva  
(Chester) had an outpost at the port of Meols which traded mainly 
with other English ports, Wales and Ireland. In later centuries the 
port was used by the Saxons and Vikings. Hundreds of coins have 
been found at Meols, including scores of Roman, a large number 
of old English, some Saxon, Danish, Irish and a few Scottish. Also 
many artefacts have been recovered including weapons, spurs, 
finger rings, and Roman fibulas, which were used to fasten cloaks. 
Coming from the Chester High Road, the route to Meols was 
believed to have followed what are now Telegraph Road, Downham 
Road South, Downham Road North, Pensby Road, Whaley Lane, 
Limbo Lane, Barker Lane or Mill Lane, Pump Lane, Heron Road, 
Birkenhead Road and Dove Point Road. 

During the Viking age I’m sure that Limbo Lane would have often 
been used by the many Scandinavian settlers and visitors to Wirral 
who had strong links with Ireland via the port of Meols. Limbo Lane 
was originally called Limber Lane (as can be seen on the Arrowe 
Tithes) taking its name from fields on the Irby side of the Lane, 
called Big Limbers and Little Limbers, now used for horse grazing 
and growing hay. These fields were once part of the Manor of Irby, 
granted in 1089, to the Benedictine Abbey of St Werburgh in  
Chester, by Hugh d’Avranches, Earl of Chester (Werburgh was an 
Anglo-Saxon princess who became a nun trained by St Chad).  
The Manor of Irby was farmed by monks based in an 11th century 
manor house and farm which was moated and fortified against 
Welsh raids from across the River Dee. The monks also ran a 
leper hospital nearby and operated a windmill. In 1534, the Act of 
Supremacy brought the Church directly under the control of Henry 
VIII. After the Dissolution of the Monasteries, the abbey’s lands 
were confiscated and became property of the Crown. In 1579, land 
in Irby and other local villages was granted by Queen Elizabeth I 
to several landowners who leased much of the land out. Thomas 
Younge, Yeoman of Irby, leased a number of fields including Le 
Limbre hey (in Limbo Lane) and Le Portoe feyld (now Porto Hey 
Road). The site of the monks of St Werburghs manor house is now 
occupied by Irby Hall, built in the early 1600s. When walking past 
the Hall, part of the 1,000-year-old moat can be seen by looking 
over the wall to the left side of the property.

On Thingwall Road, at the corner of Limbo Lane were two old 
brick cottages. One was inhabited by William Sherlock and his wife 
Margery who was born in Tranmere and next door lived Stephen 
Sherlock and his wife Alice from Little Sutton. William and Stephen 
were brothers, both born in Arrowe: William in 1791 and Stephen 

in 1800. Their fresh water supply came from an old well across the 
road, roughly where 128 Thingwall Road now stands. The Sherlocks 
worked as farm labourers and also ran their gardens and a few 
crofts as smallholdings to supplement their incomes. The cottage 
nearest Limbo Lane was called Brook Cottage. When entering the 
lane from the Thingwall Road end, the narrow strip of land to the 
left, between the lane and the brook were vegetable gardens, now 
completely overgrown. On the right were two long crofts, now part 
of the large field called Gills Arrowe. In 1936, the former cottages 
of the Sherlock family were demolished when Thingwall Road was 
widened and the service road was extended. All that is left of the 
smallholding Brook Cottage, is a large sandstone gatepost known 
locally as Sherlocks Post which stands 200 yards down the lane. 
Arrowe Brook, which runs parallel to the Lane, was once the  
ancient boundary between the medieval townships of Arrowe and 
Irby, until 1927, when the boundary was moved to the edge of  
Arrowe Park, so that the fields between Limbo Lane and Arrowe 
Park became part of Irby. 

During the 1920s, when my dad was a young man, some of the 
farmers and market gardeners from Thingwall, Barnston and Pensby 
used to lead their big workhorses down Limbo Lane to be shod in 
Frankby by Clyde Fairclough, said to be one of the best blacksmiths 
in Wirral (assisted by his striker Jack Youds from Irby). Today, horses 
are often ridden down Limbo Lane and along a bridle path from 

Greg Dawson tells us more Limbo Lane 
in Irby, an Ancient Bridleway...

Looking across Thingwall Road to the entrance of Limbo Lane.  
Where the red car is parked on the service road, was the site of Brook Cottage.

For decades, during dry spells, this white substance has been oozing out into  
Arrowe Brook from two freshwater land drains along the Lane. One drain is 15 yards from 
Glenwood Drive bridge towards Arrowe Brook Road and the other is 30 yards in the other 

direction. However, little shoals of Jack Sharps still survive in the water close by.

Sherlocks Post, 200 yards down the lane, with some of the original ironwork still affixed  
to it. The wood on the right was planted in the 1850s by John Ralph Nicholson Shaw  

of Arrowe Hall and is officially called Limbo Lane Plantation.
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Sherlocks Post to Bradbury’s (‘Bradders’) Lane and on into Arrowe 
Park. A footpath also runs from halfway down Limbo Lane, starting 
at the footbridge over Arrowe Brook near the end of Glenwood 
Drive. This path follows Arrowe Brook to Bradbury’s Lane and across 
to Arrowe Park. Bradbury’s Lane, built in the 1840s, is a farm track 
which runs parallel to Limbo Lane and is named after an old local 
farmer, Ron Bradbury, who used the Lane until the 1960s. The 
stretch of Bradbury’s Lane to the right passes through fields and 
woods, back to Thingwall Road. In the middle field, called Smiths 
Arrowe, between Bradbury’s Lane and Limbo Lane is ‘Bradders’ 
fishing pit, where tragically, a young lad was shot dead in a  
shooting accident in the 1930s. The service road (which runs  
parallel to Thingwall Road) is popular with dog walkers, learner  
drivers and as a parking place for walkers. Easy short circular walks 
can be had from Limbo Lane and back, via Bradbury’s Lane or 
Arrowe Park woods. Alternatively, to the end of Limbo Lane and 
back is one and three quarter miles through woods and fields and 
can pass half an hour or more of easy walking in the fresh air. If 
you fancy a walk and a pint or a meal, but don’t live locally, you 
can park on the service road, walk the length of Limbo Lane, turn 
left and walk a quarter of a mile to the Irby Mill pub, eat and drink, 
then walk back. This wander of less than two and a half miles with 
refreshments halfway can pass a pleasant hour or two. If you need 
a rest on the way back, Hector’s bench at the edge of the wood  
can be made use of. Today, the once remote Limbo Lane is well 
used by horse riders, cyclists and walkers. There is plenty of birdlife 
to be seen in the surrounding woods and sometimes you can see 
something a bit unusual. A couple of years ago I twice saw a  
Kingfisher flash along the brook like a blue dart. 

After crossing Arrowe Brook, this stretch of the Lane leading towards  
Arrowe Brook Lane has fields on both sides and some reasonable views.  

To the right is Whartons Wood, a three-quarter acre plantation.

The old bridge over Arrowe Brook where it turns towards Arrowe Park.  
One of the original stone slabs can still be seen, now badly cracked.  

For many years, thick wooden planks have been used to safely span the brook.

From great deals to treating yourself to something 
from our premium range, Bargain Booze Heswall  

has something for everyone.

Our friendly and knowledgeable team will guide 
you through our growing collection of wines,  

spirits and craft beers, all at great prices.

82 Telegraph Road Heswall CH60 0AG
Telephone 0151 342 2070

Open Daily 7.00 AM – 10.00 PM

Join the Bargain Booze Club today to receive £4 off when 
you spend £20 in store and many more great offers!

Join us for instore tasting and pre-order your favourite 
products from our luxury spirits catalogue.
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Following on from their successful performances of ‘Variety Showcase’ 
last year at Heswall Hall, Heswall Concert Band and Heswall Musical 
Society join forces again for ‘Heswall On Broadway’. The show will 
take place at Heswall Hall on Friday 12th and Saturday 13th July at 
7.30pm. It will feature songs from Broadway musicals, including 
42nd Street, Phantom of The Opera, The Lion King, Chess, and 
many more musical favourites.

Heswall Musical Society rehearses every Tuesday night at 7.30pm 
in the Kylemore Community Centre, Kylemore Drive, Heswall. They 
decided on a new venture last year by joining forces with the Concert 
Band, which was a great success for the society. If you would like to 
join Heswall Musical Society, they are always looking for new members. 
You can visit their website www.heswallmusicalsociety.co.uk or 
email heswallmusicalsociety@gmail.com

Heswall Concert Band was established in 1996 and they play 
many genres of music, including concert band classics, music from 
shows and films, and pop music. The band features a variety of 
musical instruments, including brass, saxophones, clarinets, drums, 
percussion and bass. They rehearse every Sunday between 9.45am 
and 12pm  at Scout HQ, Sandy Lane, Heswall. If you would like to 
join them, visit www.heswallconcertband.co.uk 

Tickets are now on sale for ‘Heswall On Broadway’ at £10 and £8 
concessions. This year there is a loyalty scheme available, which 
means if you buy tickets for this year’s show, they will remain at the 
same price forever, regardless of a price increase for their future 
shows. Call 648 3457 or 07531 535 833 for tickets. 

Situated in Pensby Road, Pristine Glam Boutique is a new ladies 
shop offering a wide variety range of dresses, hair and hair products, 
personalised wigs, accessories, jewellery, bags and shoes.

To find out more about Pristine’s latest offers visit their website 
(www.pristineglam.com), Facebook (Pristine Glam Boutique) or 
Instagram (officialpristineglam).

Heswall Concert Band 
joins forces once again 

with Musical Society

Pristine Glam Boutique





Andrew Cain from Cain of Heswall recently organised a  
‘Window Display Competition’ on behalf of the Heswall  
& District Business Association (HDBA).
First place went to The Pixie Door by the Sugar Plum 

Fairy in Milner Road (see picture) with Earth Flowers in 
second and The Roy Castle Charity Shop in third.  
Thanks to all businesses that took part.

HDBA Window Competition

Thornton Hall is hoping to fight off fierce competition in 
order to once again take home a title at the Afternoon 
Tea of the Year Awards.

Having won the award for ‘Best Tasting Afternoon Tea 
of the Year’ in 2018, this year Thornton Hall Hotel are 
hoping to be awarded with another top prize. The team 
will be travelling down to London to compete against a 
number of high-profile venues from all over the UK,  
including Claridge’s, Fortnum & Mason and Coworth Park.

Now in their third year, the prestigious awards recognise 
the best in afternoon tea service and creativity from 
some of the UK’s finest hotels, restaurants and tea 
rooms. The awards, judged by a team of industry  
experts, look at all aspects of the afternoon tea  
experience from booking to departure, with a strong 
focus on the food, drink and service. 

General Manager of Thornton Hall, Geoff Dale, 
comments: “We are delighted to be shortlisted for 
the Afternoon Tea of the Year Award for the second 
consecutive year. It is a huge credit to our team and to 
be up against many five-star London venues is a great 
achievement in itself.”

Judging will take place on Friday 14th June 2019 at 
the Westminster Boating Base in London. 

For more information on Thornton Hall’s afternoon tea 
or to book, visit: https://www.thorntonhallhotel.com

Thornton Hall in 
the running for 

Afternoon Tea of 
the Year Award
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Are You This Guy?TPO & Confused?

Tree Preservation Order? Call us for expert advice.  
We care for your tree and your needs

Is your hedge too big to handle? Don’t risk injury,  
call in WTS – the experts in large and difficult hedgework

LOGS FOR SALE
• Quality seasoned logs for sale

• Great prices direct from the Tree Surgeon

• Local logs for local people delivered throughout the Wirral

• Supplied by the net bag, ton bag or trailer load

• Prices net bag £4 (or 3 for £10) or Ton bag £50 of quality  
       mixed grade

• Please call for tipper load price – this is most  
       cost effective option



Beat the Beach Body Blues

As	soon	as	the	sun	makes	an	appearance	or	holiday	time		
approaches,	we	panic	about	having	to	“flash	some	flesh”.			
But,	panic	not,	there	is	a	myriad	of	ways	to	get	your	body	set		
for	summer.			

The	first	thing	people	usually	think	about	is	extra	inches.	But,	
muffin	tops,	spare	tyres	and	bra	bulge,	etc.,	are	not	the	only		
issues	for	many.	Loose,	sagging	skin,	unwanted	hair,	skin		
texture	and	tone,	blemishes	and	excessive	perspiration	can	
cause	concern	-	and	really	knock	body	confidence.	But	these	
can	all	be	improved.			

Detox, hydrate & exfoliate    
If	your	body	isn’t	working	well,	this	increases	your	propensity	
to	gain	weight	and	retain	water	-	both	of	which	have	an	impact	
on	body	shape	and	skin	texture	and	tone.	Diet	(a	healthy	diet,	
not	the	crash	variety)	and	drinking	plenty	of	water	help	eliminate	
toxins	and	excess	fluid	and	is	really	simple	to	do.			

A	massage	might	make	you	think	of	relaxation	rather	than	
re-shaping,	but	did	you	know	massage	can	also	improve	your	
figure?	Massage	movements	release	toxins	from	the	muscles	
and	boost	both	circulation	and	the	lymphatic	system	(which	is		
vital	in	ensuring	your	body	can	efficiently	expel	toxins	and	excess	
fluid).	There	are	even	specialist	massages	that	specifically	target	
a	major	summer	concern:	cellulite.	They	noticeably	improve	the	
look	of	the	skin	and	smooth	orange	peel.				

Body	brushing,	exfoliation	and	detox	treatments	such	as	the	
Heavenly	Bee	Slim	also	stimulate	detox,	blood	flow	and		
lymphatic	drainage	-	as	well	as	hydrating	the	skin	to	leave	it	
smooth	and	supple.	Lymphatic	drainage	can	also	be	improved	
with	specific	technology	such	as	Genie	Mediwave	treatments.		

Detoxed,	exfoliated	and	hydrated	skin	not	only	looks	better	it	will	
also	be	perfectly	prepped	for	spray	tanning,	which	is	a	quick	and	
easy	way	to	make	your	body	look	more	attractive	and	even	have	
a	slimming	effect.			

Bulges and bumps  
Extra	inches	and	bulges	are	caused	by	either	excess	fat	cells	or	-	
in	many	cases	–	loose,	sagging	skin	that	no	amount	of	dieting	
can	help.	With	advances	in	non-surgical	technologies	these	can	
be	treated	with	outstanding	results.	Many	people	are	aware	of	
these,	and	brands	such	as	Venus,	3D,	Genie	and	Laser	Lipo	
Strawberry	are	all	well	known.	There	isn’t	a	single	technology	
that	will	do	everything,	but	a	combination	can	produce	fantastic	
results.	At	Serenity	Clinic	we	have	over	12	different	technologies	
to	achieve	the	optimum	results,	but	for	a	quick	overview:				

i.	Extra	inches.	For	larger	areas	such	as	the	tummy	then		
cavitation	produces	impressive	inch	loss,	while	cryotherapy	
(often	even	a	single	treatment)	works	wonderfully	to	banish	
stubborn	fat	e.g.	the	outer	thighs	(saddle	bags).	If	you	have	a	
special	occasion	such	as	wedding,	inch	loss	body	wraps	such	
as	Shrinking	Violet	offer	an	instant	(if	temporary)	fix.			

ii.	Loose,	sagging	skin:	This	can	be	the	result	of	weight	loss,	
childbirth	or	simply	the	ageing	process.	As	we	get	older,	we		
produce	less	collagen	and	skin	loses	its	ability	to	“bounce	
back”,	leaving	saggy	skin	in	areas	such	as	the	tummy,	bum	and	
limbs.	Sagging	arms	(bingo	wings)	are	a	particular	concern	in	the	
summer	and	can	really	affect	body	confidence.	But,	ultrasound,	
radio	frequency,	and	Mediwave	skin	tightening	and	toning	make	
a	huge	difference,	so	you	can	have	the	confidence	to	wear		
T-shirts,	sundresses	and	swimsuits	once	again.			

Blemishes   

It’s	not	just	body	shape	that	makes	us	reticent	to	uncover.		
Blemishes	and	imperfections	such	as	skin	tags,	warts,	age	
spots,	Campbell	de	Morgan	(cherry	angioma),	and	sebaceous	
cysts	all	impact	confidence.	But	these	can	all	be	treated	and/or	
removed	by	qualified	clinicians.				

Excessive perspiration  

Sweating	is	natural	in	the	heat,	but	for	some	people	excessive	
perspiration	(hyperhidrosis)	causes	embarrassment.	But	there’s	
no	need	to	sweat.	Injectables	such	as	Botulinum	toxin	make	a	
massive	difference	and	stop	excessive	perspiration.		

Hair			
Whether	it’s	excessive	or	simply	unwanted,	hair	removal	can	
seem	like	an	endless	task	in	the	summer.	Legs,	armpits,	chest	
(gents)	and	intimate	areas	all	need	constant	attention	if	you	shave.	
But	hair	removal	can	be	a	breeze.	IPL,	laser	and	electrolysis	offer	
the	most	permanent	solutions,	especially	for	excessive	hair,	but	
do	require	a	little	forward	planning.	For	an	instant	result,	waxing	
is	simple	and	effective.	The	pain	and	mess	may	have	put	you		
off	in	the	past	(especially	for	intimate	waxing),	but	with	the		
development	of	stripless	waxes	such	as	Lycon,	there	is	very	little	
if	no	discomfort	and	the	results	last	weeks.		

Feet		
Feet	come	to	the	fore	in	summer.	A	medi-pedi	will	exfoliate		
and	hydrate	them	and	treat	nails;	verrucas	can	be	treated	with	
cryo;	and	it’s	really	worth	a	trip	to	a	salon	for	a	gel	or	Shellac		
polish	–	these	last	weeks,	so	you	can	slip	on	your	sandals		
with	confidence.				

The	only	thing	that	can’t	be	improved	is	the	British	weather!			

Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road, 
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH

T: 0151 625 6256
www.serenity-clinic.co.uk
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Four Seasons in Bromborough have been supplying and installing 
quality windows, doors and conservatories for homeowners in the 
Wirral, Chester and North West since 1992.

We supply and install PVCu, specialist timber look PVCu, aluminium 
and classic timber windows, doors, sliders, bi-folds, conservatories 
and roof lanterns, all of which we have on display at our Bromborough 
Showroom or www.fourseasonswirral.co.uk 

Below are some of our offerings in our Bromborough showroom:

 

Four Seasons are the Wirral’s ‘Premium Installer’ for Solidor.  
A 48mm thick composite door with a solid timber core which are 
available in both traditional and contemporary designs.

We are an Approved Installer of Residence Collection Windows, 
including the Residence 9, which is a specialist timber-look window 
and has been approved in conservation areas due to its authentic 
shaped profile, beading options and glazing bars, traditional furniture 
range, fully mechanically jointed frame and 100mm front to back 
window. We are also able to offer Residence 7 for the more  
contemporary look.

 

Four Seasons are the Approved Partner in the North West for George 
Barnsdale who have been manufacturing timber windows and doors 
since 1884. They offer a full range of bespoke timber products from 
windows, doors, traditional sliding sash, bifold doors, sliders and in 
many different colour and stain options. They also offer a beautiful 
range of furniture for all of their product range.

Four Seasons are the areas preferred installer of the Roseview  
Collection windows with Charisma, Heritage & Ultimate ranges all  
available to view in our showroom. The Roseview Ultimate has  
been approved in many conservation areas due to it’s authentic  
look, from fully mechanical joints, slim meeting section, deep bottom 
rail, 137mm front to back profile and classy run through sash horns.

We are approved installers for Origin Global, a British manufacturer of 
quality aluminium windows, doors, bi-folding doors and sliding doors.

Other Products
        

Reynaers Aluminium CP-130 and CP-155 Sliding Patio Doors

Aluminium Roof Lanterns

Classic PVCu Windows, Doors and Conservatories

Planning a large renovation, extension or new build?

 

Why not book a showroom appointment to go through your drawings 
or plans, as we are here to help and assist in any way we can.

Visit our Showroom
14/16 Dinsdale Road, Croft Business Park, 

Bromborough, Wirral, CH62 3PY
Open Mon to Fri 9.30am – 5pm, Sat 10.30am – 4.30pm, 

Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays
Call us on 0151 343 9876 

E: sales@fourseasonswirral.co.uk 
W: www.fourseasonswirral.co.uk
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Wirral Hospice St John’s is delighted 
to announce that Dame Patricia 
Routledge will perform the official 
opening of its newly made-over 
gardens, on Saturday 29th June at 
11.30am. Dame Patricia will also  
enjoy a tour of both the garden and 
the hospice, and place a time  
capsule as a record of her visit.   

Each year some 3,500 individuals, 
organisations, stately homes and  

castles open their gardens to the public as part of the National  
Garden Scheme (NGS). Entry fees from all of these events are 
pooled to benefit a host of charities, including Macmillan Cancer 
Care, Marie Curie and Hospice UK.

People often choose to further help their more local charities by 
selling refreshments and cakes, holding raffles and taking more 
kind donations. This year, in addition to our other supporters who 
open their gardens for us, the hospice garden will also be open for 
visitors over the weekend of 29/30th June from 11.30am to 4.30pm.

Thanks to the generosity of volunteers and organisations, the 
hospice gardens are being given a makeover to give patients in 
our Wellbeing Centre and those on our Inpatients Ward, and their 
families, a pleasant environment in which to spend time together 
whenever the weather allows. 

Over the open weekend, the garden itself will be a massive  
attraction featuring a bright display of bedding plants, perennials, 
colourful shrubs, roses and vegetables. Unusual features will  
include planted chairs, chests of drawers and yarn bombing.

There will be a Pimms tent, and light refreshments with, of 
course, plenty of cakes. Guests will be able to purchase from a 
range of donated plants, planters and lots of other garden  
paraphernalia. There is plenty to keep the kids occupied with  
small animals and beekeeping demonstrations.

Helen Parkinson, Clinical Services Manager in Wirral Hospice St 
John’s Wellbeing Centre, commented: “We are so grateful to Dame 
Patricia for giving her time to help us launch our open garden.  
Since spring, an army of volunteers have been refurbishing the 
whole outside space of the hospice. They’ve been digging,  
weeding, planting and seeding, and we can’t thank them all 
enough. It’s once again becoming a really attractive place for all  
of our patients, their families and friends and, in fact, everyone 
from our Wirral community is welcome to visit.”

Dame Patricia Routledge 
to open Wirral Hospice 
St John’s garden for the 
National Garden Scheme

The Rotary Club of North Wirral welcomes you back to their annual 
open art exhibition at the Floral Pavilion Theatre in New Brighton 
this August. 

From small beginnings in 2004, the early events enjoyed several 
years at Heswall Hall before moving to Carr Farm and then last 
year we moved to the enhanced exhibition space at the Floral 
Pavilion, which is a perfect venue for displaying local talent. Now 
in its 16th year, the event attracts over 100 artists, including 
members of local art groups together with many individual artists, 
mostly from Wirral and the surrounding areas.

Exhibits cover a wide range of media and subjects and we  
generally have many paintings inspired by local features,  
including favourite beauty spots around the Wirral peninsula,  
which are especially popular and sell quickly. This year the  
exhibition will also feature a display of artwork from pupils at  
New Brighton Primary School, which will give an additional  
element to the event. 

The exhibition starts with a Preview Party on the evening of  
Monday 12th August, which will be held in the Plaza and  
Panoramic Lounge areas of the Floral Pavilion with great views  
of the waterfront. This gives members of the Rotary Club, artists 
and the public a chance to gather together, enjoy a carvery supper 
and peruse the exhibits. Tickets for the Monday evening cost  
£15 each and are available by telephoning Brian Boumphrey on 
0151 632 5674.

Admission to the exhibition is free for the remainder of the week 
from Tuesday 13th to Sunday 18th August inclusive of both dates. 
Last year the weather was fantastic and attracted many visitors to 
New Brighton. So don’t forget to call in this year, enjoy the artwork, 
and perhaps purchase that special early Christmas present! All 
paintings are for sale with affordable prices ranging from £25 to 
£200 and last year 75 paintings were sold. Twenty per cent of  
the sale price is retained by Rotary, together with proceeds from 
the sale of draw tickets, and last year this resulted in a profit of 
around £4,500.

The Rotary Club of North Wirral is part of a worldwide organisation 
whose members aim to make positive and lasting changes both 
locally and internationally. We meet regularly at West Kirby Sailing 
Club on Monday evenings and, in addition to the Art Exhibition, we 
organise a Choral Festival at the Floral Pavilion in May, the Wirral 
Coastal Walk in June and a Christmas Concert at Heswall Hall. All 
proceeds from our fundraisers go to a range of charities and good 
causes. We welcome new members, so if you are interested please 
contact us on 0770 442 2883.

Pauline Parr and Eileen Theil, Rotary Club of North Wirral

Annual Rotary Art 
Exhibition Returns 
to Floral Pavilion
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CARE HOME FEES
AND THE NEW PROBATE TAXES

COULD DEVASTATE 
YOUR CHILDREN’S

INHERITANCE.
YOU CAN LEGALLY 

AVOID BOTH
BY SETTING UP 

A FAMILY TRUST
DRAWN UP BY OUR TRUST 
SPECIALIST BARRISTERS 

ALL MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

DON’T BE CAUGHT 
NAPPING!!

LASTING POWERS OF ATTORNEY 
FOR FINANCIAL AFFAIRS 
AND HEALTH MATTERS

SINGLE: £175 FOR BOTH
COUPLE: £299 FOR BOTH

FOR AN INFO PACK CALL

0845 052 2757
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate 
Planning on 0845 052 2757 

Visit our website: 
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Email: info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk

What can happen if I don’t have an LPA in place and I am  
unable to manage my own affairs? 

1. The court of protection can and will appoint ‘deputies’ to  
 manage your affairs if no family member/friend quickly applies  
 to become your deputy/attorney. This becomes very arduous  
 and very expensive. Court appointed deputies would close your  
 bank accounts and divert all your income to the court.

2. Family members can apply to the court to become your  
 attorney for financial affairs only. This process can take up  
 to four months and costs can easily exceed £3,000.

3. Your bank can freeze your bank accounts; they can even  
 freeze joint bank accounts.

4. Social services will be in complete control of your health related  
 matters and can place you into a care home, possibly against  
 your or your family’s wishes.

Our prices to prepare both LPAs are: £175 for singles and 
£299 for couples.

Have you protected yourself with
a lasting power of attorney?

The sad fact is that 94% of over 65s have not!

Lasting Powers of Attorney and why all 
adults should have them in place.

The lasting power of attorney (LPA) was introduced by the  
Mental Capacity Act 2005 and came into being in October 2007,  
replacing the previous Enduring Power of Attorney which had  
been around since 1985.

There are two types of LPA:

1. For health and welfare matters

2. For financial affairs

The Act states that should you have some form of incapacity  
(temporary or permanent) that prevents you from looking after  
your own affairs, you must have appointed attorneys who can be 
either family members or trusted friends to act for you under a 
registered LPA. 

Each LPA is a 20-page document and it has to be registered with 
the Office of the Public Guardian. 

The registration process takes eight to nine weeks and a fee is 
payable to register each one. That fee depends on your level of 
income. In some cases the registration fee is waived.

If you develop some form of incapacity then your attorneys can  
act fully legally on your behalf under a registered LPA.
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The Anatomy of a Dog’s Neck
We often take a dog’s neck for granted, but those necks, like ours, do 
so much. The main function of a dog’s neck is to support the head and 
protect the spinal cord. 

The neck contains many important organs and bones, including: 
thyroid gland, lymph nodes, trachea, arteries and veins, oesophagus, 
larynx, vertebrae and spinal cord.

Every time we pull our dog we increase pressure on the trachea, larynx, 
thyroid, lymph nodes and blood vessels, and even the spinal cord and 
vertebrae. Often a dog won’t understand why a lead jerks the head and 
neck, causing pain and can lead to anxiety or even aggression in the dog.

Thyroid Damage

Dogs pulling on their leads can cause damage to the thyroid, causing 
inflammation and bruising. The immune system repairs this damage, 
but eventually this can wear down the thyroid leading to hypothyroidism, 
slowing down the dog’s metabolism and this can lead to the dog 
becoming overweight.

Blood Vessels

When a collar puts pressure on a dog’s neck it can put pressure on  
the arteries and veins to and from the head. The build-up of blood 
pressure in the head can lead to glaucoma and even brain damage 
due to lack of oxygen.

Larynx, Oesophagus and Trachea 

Signs of a damaged trachea include a honking cough and trouble 
breathing. Sometimes a dog can faint or there may be a blue tinge  
to their gums. Damaging the oesophagus can lead to issues with  
swallowing food, vomiting or even acid reflux. While collars are not 
known to be a factor in laryngeal collapse and paralysis, it is  
recommended for larger and prone breeds to wear a harness  
rather than a collar or anything else around a dog’s neck.

Spine and Nerve Damage 

Yanking on a collar can cause whiplash type injuries leading to  
damaged vertebrae and even nerve damage. Nerve damage can  
cause a tingling sensation in the dog’s front paws leading to  
excessive licking. Damaged vertebrae in the neck can cause the  
dog to be in pain for the rest of its life. 

Front Attach Harness

By walking your dog on a front attach harness, you take all the  
pressure off a neck while also being able to control the dog relatively 
easily. The lead attaches at the front of the harness, under the dog’s 
head. When the dog tries to pull, the lead gently turns the dog towards 
you from the chest, taking all the pull out of the dog. 

Surgeons warn of serious hand injuries due to dog leads

As an aside, surgeons are warning of a marked increase in severe 
hand injuries caused by leads and pulling dogs. To avoid injury, dog 
owners should avoid hooking fingers under a dog’s collar, not winding 
the lead around their hand or fingers – particularly retractable ones 
– and keep larger dogs on a shorter lead to avoid them building up 
speed that can cause a wrenching force.

The Pet Column
By Abbas Hussain of Principal Pets

184 Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 0AJ • Tel: 0151 342 9635
Email: info@principalpets.co.uk • Web: www.principalpets.co.uk

Finding the Missing Peace

By Stephen G Baker

This year I’ve been invited to three weddings. Most people like to 
receive an invitation to a wedding. When the invite drops on the 
doormat it is so exciting. Maybe it’s the prospect of a new outfit, 
meeting old friends and sharing the joy with the happy couple. 

But whom do you invite? The wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan 
Markle was held on 19 May 2018 in St George’s Chapel at Windsor 
Castle. In the run-up to the event, I looked at the suggested guest 
list. There were some people on the list whom you would expect  
to be there. There were other guests whom I’d never heard of.  
We were told that there would be 2,640 members of the public 
including 1,200 people from the community. Why would they be 
there? Simply because they had been invited.

It struck me that heaven will be like that. There are some people 
whom you might expect to be there and others who you might be 
surprised to see there. Everyone who is there will have one thing in 
common – they were invited, and they accepted the invitation. 

Incidentally, the guest list for Harry and Meghan was limited as St 
George’s Chapel would only seat 800. However, that’s not the case 
with heaven, we are all invited, there is room for all! Jesus still says 
to everyone who will listen ‘come to me… and I will give you rest’, 
Matthew 11. 28. The invitation to come to God for forgiveness is 
still available. Listen to the offer ‘he who hears My word, and  
believes in Him who sent Me, has everlasting life, and shall not 
come into judgment; but has passed from death into life’, John 5. 
24. Naturally, we are all heading for separation from God, but He 
offers an invitation to heaven.

An invitation to a wedding assumes that you do not pay. It’s all paid 
for and you go free. Weddings are not cheap, but when you are 
invited to a wedding someone else is paying. Heaven is like that.  
It’s not cheap to gain entry but it has been paid for by the death of 
the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible says that ‘Christ also suffered  
once for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to God’. 
1 Peter 3. 18.

To go to a wedding, you have to accept the invitation. You can’t  
just turn up! It’s just the same with heaven. The invitation has  
been made but you need to reply. As failure to reply to a wedding 
invitation implies you are not going so failure to reply to God  
implies that you are not going to heaven either. If you intend to 
accept God’s invitation remember to reply – ‘whoever calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved’, Romans 10. 13.

I hope you have a great summer; if you are going to a wedding, 
have a great time.

Listen, watch or read more on my webpage,  
www.findingthemissingpeace.co.uk
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brought into the event for me to see,  
should bring £2,000 to £2,500. If you  
have a stack still sitting in a cupboard, just 
don’t throw them out! If you still have any 
Beatles stuff still in drawers now is the time 
to sell. Even NEMS paper record bags are 
making over £100 each now. I think  
collectors only want the best so ‘the best’ 
still command high prices, but for how  
long we can’t forecast.

What do you think? Is it or isn’t it? A 
serious question with major challenges and 
legal implications for the unwary valuers 
and collectors. Laurence Stephen Lowry, 
1887–1976, spent much of his time  
painting scenes from everyday life in Salford 
and around Pendlebury, where he lived. 
His style of painting is like a well-known 
salty beef-flavoured sandwich spread – you 
either love it or hate it! Several times each 
year I have ‘Lowry’ drawings brought in to 
me for appraisal at our Liverpool auction 
rooms and our Heswall valuation office. 
This process of authentication is a minefield 
full of danger for inexperienced valuers. 
Good artists can copy almost anything and 
recently a collection of Lowry drawings were 
brought in for valuation to me. The owner 
wanted a letter of authentication. The top 
experts in the country often can’t agree. The 
Lowry Centre doesn’t provide the verification 
service nowadays either. So why can’t, or 
won’t they do it? 

Valuers, even the London specialists, are 
liable to sometimes ‘get it wrong’ with Lowry 
works of art as some copies are amazingly 
convincing. When mistakes in attribution 
occur, litigation takes place and very  
expensive court cases ensue, so these  

With Cato Crane Valuers & Auctioneers and John Crane Fine Art

All Things Auctioneering

The Cato Crane Heswall office is open every 
Friday for pre-sale valuations and all manner 
of objects are brought in for appraisal as 
to their suitability for auction. People often 
drop off boxes full of items cleared from  
the houses of their relatives to our City 
of Liverpool auction rooms for us to sort 
through for auction. One item was well 
‘sorted’ last month when two keen bidders 
pushed the price of a broken Chinese 
vase up to £31,000, which pleased the 
vendor to no small extent. It was not the 
£1,000,000 Chinese vase we know is 
somewhere in Wirral, but nevertheless a 
very good result and a happy vendor!

Another successful Saturday morning was 
held at the Church of the Good Shepherd in 
Heswall when people were invited to bring in 
items for auction to assist with funding for 
the proposed new church in Telegraph Road. 
There is still great interest at home and 
abroad in collecting Beatles memorabilia 
and high prices are achieved as we have 
a good mailing list (both post and email). 
Barnston Women’s Institute is famous for 
having the Beatles play there in 1962. The 
small advertising posters and handbills for 
that event are becoming scarce now and 
I think the one illustrated here, which was How much would you pay for a broken vase? ‘Lowry’ sketch
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days no one, not even an expert, is  
prepared to take the risk of having to pay 
out hundreds of thousands of pounds in 
compensation. If, however, you have a  
Lowry painting bought from a London art 
gallery with a receipt, an original sales  
catalogue, and ‘cast iron’ documentary  
evidence by the owner stating its whereabouts 
since it was bought, then you are in with a 
good chance of it being authenticated and 
you are in the money! Big money! 

If, however, you buy a portfolio of pencil 
drawings at a car boot sale or find them 
in Uncle Jim’s flat after he died, then the 
chances of them being genuine is extremely 
remote and you won’t be able to get them 
authenticated anywhere, no matter who you 
go to or how much you plead and pay!  

What do I think about this illustrated  
drawing? Well... a nice, extremely good  
pencil drawing and I have my opinion, but  
to be safe I’m keeping that to myself until 
I do find an expert specialist willing to take 
the risk and put it in writing on his own  
letterheaded notepaper! Thirty years ago at 
a valuation day at Alexandra Hall in Heswall 
I remember valuing a small genuine Lowry 
sketch with good verbal provenance at 
£600; today it would be worth in the region 
of £25,000! 

While we are on the subject of replica 
items, it is probably worth mentioning that 
Louis Vuitton handbags and purses are 
widely copied and obviously not authentic. 
Many copies are convincing so do check the 
signs to look out for with copies, as there 
are several. The most important ones being 
the soft cloth storage bag should be there 
and the date should be stamped on the 
inside. There are several useful websites to 
consult that can help. Is the handbag  
illustrated we discovered recently worth 
£2,000 or £20? That is the question! 

The Cato Crane valuation office in Heswall 
continues to be a hive of activity as we take 
in a myriad items for auction. The Wirral 
office is open by appointment every Friday 
and other times by appointment during the 
week. For appointments for home visits 
throughout Wirral, the North West and North 
Wales, phone 0151 342 2321 as usual. 

Cato Crane still provides a restoration ser-
vice and a general house clearance service 
in Wirral. Please telephone me directly on 
0151 342 2321 up to early evening! 

I look forward to meeting you and if you 
are passing the office at 48 The Mount, 
please pop in and say hello! Visitors are 
always welcome. 

Follow us on Twitter @CatoCrane and also 
on Instagram. Happy antiquing to you all.Louis Vuitton handbag?

Mystery item
Valuable but
what is it?
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Award-winning Wirral novelist, Margaret Murphy, 
who pens thrillers as A.D. Garrett and Ashley Dyer, 
recommends two books per month, across a range of 
styles and a mixture of new and old.

November Road by Lou Berney
HarperCollins ISBN-10: 0008309337

November Road unfolds in the wake of President 
Kennedy’s assassination. Frank Guidry knows 
everyone – as a loyal and long-serving lieutenant 
to New Orleans Mob boss, Carlo Marcello, it’s what 
he’s paid to do. He’s a self-aware hedonist intent 
on enjoying every minute of life, and his talent for 
deception has served him well. Then President 
Kennedy is assassinated, and Guidry realises he 
knows too much. Conspiracy theories about JFK’s 

assassination abound, but in November Road, Marcello planned and 
arranged the shooting, then set about erasing anything or anyone that 
might link him to the crime (and there is support for this version of 
events). Which is bad news for Frank Guidry, who suspects he’s next 
on the list, leaving him with two options: run, or die.

Charlotte is on the run, too – from a stultifying marriage to a hopeless 
drunk. A housewife from small town Oklahoma, she takes the brave 
decision to head west to California in the hope of making a better life 
for herself and her two young daughters. Guidry, like the manipulative 
narcissist he is, feels no compunction in using the little family to  
disguise and shield himself from the ruthless and unstoppable killer 
sent after him. But Charlotte is no ordinary housewife, and Guidry  
begins to appreciate her wit, intelligence and strength. November 
Road could be described as a road-trip novel, even a romance of 
sorts – albeit a tense and suspenseful one, set as it is against a  
backdrop of mafia affiliations, political shenanigans, and psychopaths 
who own yachts and ranch houses, and have the means to make 
people disappear in horrifying ways. But it is much, much more than 
this. In his clever, stylish, atmospheric and immersive novel, Lou  
Berney explores the influence of the past on our future, the redemptive 
power of goodness, and the possibility of second chances. Masterfully 
written, beautifully filmic, this novel is a must-read for 2019.

The Method by Shannon Kirk
ISBN-10: 9781608091867

Finding a truly distinctive voice for your characters  
is a huge challenge for any writer. So I was thrilled 
to find Shannon Kirk’s The Method, which  
introduces a truly unique voice: a pregnant teenage 
girl, snatched off the street. Ah, you might think, 
the standard ‘woman in jeopardy’ trope, surely?  
No. Not at all. Kirk subverts that hoary cliché with 
humour, inventiveness and panache. Lisa, the  
‘victim’, is just sixteen years old. Faced with a  

terrifying situation (and there are some highly suspenseful and  
genuinely frightening moments in this novel) she is likeable,  
vulnerable and indomitable in a way that always seems entirely  
plausible. She is also cool and calculating – an ice-cold observer of 
the people, situations and surroundings she’s thrust into – and she  
is creative and ruthless in making the best use of the tiny,  
incremental snippets of information she gleans. What is she?  
A sociopath? Autistic savant? You decide – I wouldn’t dream of  
spoiling it for you – but do prepare to have your expectations  
thwarted in the most enjoyable way. 

Shelf 
Indulgence

By Margaret Murphy

16th June 
Ben Aaronovich 

 
17th June

Graeme Simsion 
 

21st June 
Victoria Hislop

 
24th June 

Libby Page and Richard Roper
 

8th July
Clare Mackintosh 

 
10th July 

David Nicholls 
Best selling author One Day

 
24th July 

Joseph Knox and A A Dhand
 

18th July 
Adrian McKinty

The Chain
 

28th August 
George Alagiah

BBC News
 

17th September 
Max Hastings 

Tickets on the website  
or call 0151 342 7290
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‘I wouldn’t change being a mum with 
my own business for the world. But I 
may change the world’s view on it…’ 

‘Mum guilt’ is a phrase used so  
flippantly lately that, at times, the  
true essence of the phrase can be  
overlooked and forgotten: to feel mum 
guilt is to feel selfish; it’s to feel  

uncertainty and it’s to feel a failure. You are none of these things.
A common misconception when you are your own boss is the  

freedom, or ironically, what can sometimes feel, is the lack of. 
Yes, we can be more flexible and yes, it can be a great positive; 
however, there can be more pressure on those in this position. You 
have to be so strict with yourself and prioritise consistently. You’re 
deemed to be available if you work from home or if you work for 
yourself more so than if you were employed 9–5.   

Even the best of friends and family can, at times, seem ‘put out’  
if you can’t make plans or aren’t available – ‘but you work for  
yourself, surely you can meet for a quick coffee?’. And the fact is 
that, yes, physically we could leave what we are doing and be  
sitting opposite you in a physical sense; however, I guarantee you 
that our head, focus and thoughts would remain at home or our 
workspace office trying to get stuff done. 

There will always be doubters, people who believe you to be silly 
for leaving your 9–5 ‘secure’ job and people who don’t want to look 
too deeply into what you’re doing and acknowledge your passion 
or bravery, in fear that it highlights the opposite in them. But that’s 
okay – you don’t need them too. Just remain focused on you and 
your path. 

Setting up your own business takes time, effort, perseverance 
and a whole lot of skill, dedication and sass. But you have this. You 
have it all and more. You will achieve it all, but you have to look 
after yourself too. We are working mums trying to make a living, a 
better life and a future for our family and for that we deserve credit, 
praise and a large glass of gin – not guilt, not impatience, not doubt. 

I’m still in the very early stages of starting my business and, at 
times, feel so overwhelmed with ideas, plans and passion that I 
forget to breathe. I’m a mum of two little girls aged one and three, 
as well as being a teacher. For me, the day-to-day running and  
juggling while wearing many different hats can often leave me  
feeling a little burnt out. 

We live in a society where we are expected to be able to do it all, 
and then some; it’s crucial for our sanity and well-being that we take 
time out for ourselves – time to switch off and just be in the present. 

Self-care is immensely important in order to live a healthy,  
well-balanced life and we deserve our time to indulge in what 
makes us feel happy and calm. 

The following ‘Famous Five’ self-care tips that I try to live by aren’t 
anything extravagant or expensive, they are, however, vital in order for 
me to be as effective in all of the roles that I’m currently balancing.

1. Soothe and Switch off
Really try to take (at least) one full day off per weekend, or mid-week, 
and by day off, I mean from work, as we as mums know that there 
is no such thing as a mum day off. You have successfully finished 
a week of working and it is essential that you completely switch 
off and have some time to do the things you love without thinking 
about how busy you are going to be the next week. Before you 
know it, it will be Monday again and you’re back on that wheel.  

2. Ask. For. Help
If you’re lucky enough to have a support network around you, use 
it. Don’t feel weak, guilty or that you’re a burden for reaching out, 
it’s not a sign of weakness and you’re raising a family, running a 
business and doing your best and that is commendably exhausting. 
If you don’t feel you have a support network that you can lean on, 
try to reduce your workload for the interim just to allow you to catch 
your breath. 

3. Slow and steady
There are so many opportunities to be had, so much we want to 
do, need to do and we are desperate to achieve what we set out 
to. But, at times you can be caught up in the whirlwind of societal 
pressures and be sucked into the comparison cycle of doom. Don’t 
set your own targets by those of others. Be inspired by others, but 
don’t allow yourself to be consumed by what other seem to be 
achieving – focus on you and your own path. Set yourself achievable 
daily and weekly targets that you know can be achieved. If you don’t 
feel you can get to them that week, move it to the next. That’s okay.  

4. Go outside
Do at least one thing a day that makes you happy. It doesn’t need 
to be a big thing. Have a bath, practise mindfulness, read a chapter 
of your book, go for a walk. Anything, that takes you away from any 
stress and helps you refocus your energy and rebalance yourself. 
The present is what’s important and for mums in business, at 
times, we can be caught up a little too much in the future. 

5. Be kind to your mind
If you do find that even with the best intentions you just couldn’t  
get things done, don’t waste time beating yourself up: stop and 
breathe – you are only one person and you also have a life and 
responsibilities outside of your work and that’s important too.  

To all the mums in business: may you run it, may you love it, may 
you live it and, remember, that you own the business, it doesn’t 
own you.    

To connect with Kate Silcock, follow her on Facebook and  
Instagram @flourishwithkate and @aliceinworryland
Kate is a freelance writer and offers content packages, well-being 
workshops and social media training to local business, for more 
details, please email kate@aliceinworryland.com.  

Famous Five self-care tips 
for business mums like us

By Kate Silcock
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CARS BOUGHT
• Local Wirral Service
• FREE valuation (no obligation)

• FREE collection
• Established 25 years

9 Mill Hill Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 4UB

TELEPHONE: 0151 648 5488
www.irbymotor.co.uk

Does your car need an MOT?

FREE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

There are car dealers, and then, there 
are car dealers! Established for over 

two decades, Irby Motors are car 
dealers on the Wirral you can trust.




