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Welcome to the December 2018 edition of Heswall Magazine 
– a bi-monthly publication dedicated to Heswall and district.

The magazine is circulated free to homes in Heswall, Gayton, 
Pensby, Thingwall, Barnston, Brimstage, Irby, Thurstaston, 
Caldy and Thornton Hough. That’s a guaranteed circulation 
of 16,000 homes and businesses. Additional copies are also 
available free of charge from Aldi in Heswall, Heswall library 
and selected retailers, bars and other outlets. 

We welcome your views
Please let us know what you would like to see featured. If 
you enjoy reading Heswall Magazine please let your family 
and friends know: if not, let us know.

Heswall Magazine welcomes contributions relevant to the 
local community from readers and we invite you to send 
your stories and photographs to us:* 
editor@heswallmagazine.co.uk  
or by post to: Jon Bion, Editor, Heswall Magazine, 
Whitfield Business Hub, 188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall,  
Wirral CH60 7RJ. Telephone: 07796 945745

For all other enquiries, including advertising, 
info@heswallmagazine.co.uk or telephone 
Mike on 07584 064288 or Jon on 07796 945745.
Cover Image: The Milky way passing over St Peters Church, Lower Heswall by Barbara Roberts

Our audited distribution, door-to-door 
to over 16,000 homes and business, 
is the largest of any Wirral magazine.

Tarran Way South, Moreton, Wirral CH46 4TP

If you require any information contact us today on 0151 630 0002
www.caseyskiphire.co.uk • www.caseysoil.co.uk

CASEY SKIP HIRE
SKIP HIRE

Casey Skip Hire offer a wide variety of skip 
sizes from mini, midi and builders skips. The 
laws states that skips used on the highway 
must be highly visible and have the correct 

permit. and we supply you with lights and the 
correct council permits for our skips.

Our soil is great quality and we’re willing to 
prove it! Our Chemical Analysis Certificate 

is available upon request so you can be sure 
you’re only buying the best. Sold by the Tonne 
and delivered for a small charge. You can also 

collect your soil for free directly from us.

Casey Skip Hire is the largest supplier of 
crushed hard core on the Wirral. Supplied with 

its own chemical analysis it is the cleanest 
recycled product, conforming to 6f2 standard. 

Aggregate can be delivered from a minimum of 
5 tonne to any larger quantity required.

SOIL AGGREGATE



150-158 Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 0AH
Telephone: 0151 345 7373 • www.bartonrouge.co.uk

WE ARE OPEN 7 DAYS
Sunday to Thursday 5.30pm until 11.30pm  Friday and Saturday 5.30pm until Midnight

Now taking bookings 
for the Festive Season

FINALISTS OF ENGLISH CURRY AWARDS FOR
Most wanted restaurant of the year

Chef of the year • Newcomer of the year (Liverpool)

CHESTER – HESWALL – LIVERPOOL





Heswall Remembers
Remembrance Sunday, 11th November 2018. Images by Paul Wiggins.
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The Residence Nil-Rate Band (RNRB) was 
introduced on 6 April 2017 and has now 
risen to £125,000. It can be claimed by 
those whose estate, on death, included a 
property which was their main residence, 
and one or more of the beneficiaries are 
‘direct descendants’.
Sally Johnson, solicitor specialising in 
Wills, Trusts and Probate at Jackson Lees 
based at Heswall comments: “For many, 
the introduction of the RNRB allowance 
meant less inheritance tax would be  
payable on the value of their estate when 
they died. Leaving everything to their 
spouse/civil partner seemed, therefore, 
like the most logical thing to do as when 
they die, provided they leave their estate 

to their direct descendants, their executors would be able to claim the 
first spouse/civil partners unused tax allowances. Based on the current 
allowances this could provide a married couple/civil partners with a 
combined tax free allowance of £900,000.”

The pitfalls
People whose estates are valued at more than £2 million may find that 
they do not see all or any benefit of the RNRB allowance, particularly if 
they elect to leave their estates to each other.  
The RNRB allowance is reduced by £1 for every £2 that a net estate 
exceeds £2 million in value. However, there are options available which 
can potentially preserve a couple’s entitlement to the RNRB allowance. 
Switching ownership of a property to Tenants in Common allows each 
spouse/civil partner to control how their share in their property passes 
on death. 
Wills can then be prepared to leave their share of the value of the  
property up to the value of their available RNRB, to their direct  
descendants i.e., children, on the first death. The benefit of this would 

be that it would allow the RNRB allowance to be utilised on the first 
death as well as reduce the value of the assets in the estate of the 
surviving spouse/civil partner.
On the second death, if the value of the estate is now below £2 million, 
they would benefit from another RNRB allowance or a proportion of it, 
or, even if the RNRB can’t be claimed, their family will have benefitted 
from at least one allowance which may otherwise have been lost.
Sally continues: “Utilising trusts in Wills can also assist in further  
reducing the value of the surviving spouse’s/civil partner’s estate so as 
to increase the chances that their total estate on their death will be 
below £2 million. The specialist knowledge of our team at Jackson Lees 
can advise you in relation to the various trust arrangements, taking into 
account the size of your estate and your personal circumstances.”

If you would like to talk to one of our specialist advisers about 
the RNRB and how this may affect your estate, please call us  
free on 0808 256 4659 (free to call from mobiles) or email  
enquiry@jacksonlees.co.uk or visit www.jacksonlees.co.uk

Pitfalls and problems for high value estates

Sally Johnson

What Jackson Lees can do for you…
•	We	offer	free	half-hour	appointments	for	anyone	who	wishes	to		
	 find	out	more	about	our	services	

•	Heswall	office	open	on	a	Saturday	(book	for	an	appointment)

•	Four	local	offices	to	choose	from:

	 	 –		Heswall	0151	909	8185	

	 	 –		West	Kirby	0151	909	8183

	 	 –		Birkenhead	0151	909	8186

	 	 –		Liverpool	0151	909	2184

•	We	also	offer	assistance	if	you	are	in	a	dispute	regarding	inheritance

•	We	offer	free	safe	storage	of	any	Will

•	We	can	register	your	Will	on	Certainty’s	national	Wills	database
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Here’s the thing: I’m very much what you might call ‘a home bird’. I like 
to be pyjama-clad and bed-bound by 9pm so that I can leave, say, half 
an hour’s worth of wiggle room for my pre-snooze cuppa and a couple 
of ‘What I Eat in a Day’ YouTube videos. Hardly rock ‘n’ roll, I know.

Consequently, you’d rarely find me rolling home from a nightclub in a 
taxi at 4am. It has been known… but in everyday life I much prefer my 
hometown of Heswall where the height of hedonism is cosy pubs, great 
cocktail bars and even better restaurants and eateries.

Sure, the neighbouring cities of Liverpool and Manchester are fantastic 
and there’s nothing quite like that cosmopolitan buzz, but when you’re 
lucky enough to have the likes of Gusto Heswall, Barton Rouge and  
The Viking on your doorstep, you’re pretty much spoilt for choice.

The latest in a long line of the best places to eat and drink on the  
Wirral is new by nature, but not by name…

The Vibe and Venue
The Devon Doorway has been a long-standing culinary landmark on our 
pretty peninsula. In fact, this traditional thatched cottage was built back 
in 1930 by a local man for his wife who had an unsatiated desire to  
live in Devon – hence the romantically apt name of the picturesque  
pub and restaurant.

Recently, however, The Devon Doorway revealed a brand spankin’ new 
refurb, which was carried out to give the venue a stylish, contemporary 
update in terms of both aesthetic and offering.

‘The Devon’, as me and mine like to call it, was always a cosy little 
nook but the refurb has taken hygge to whole new levels. I’m talking 
baskets of blankets to cuddle into, dim filament bulbs, roaring fires, 
upholstered outdoor seating pods, rustic wine racks, a patchwork of 
fabrics and textures – a real home from home.

(Fear not – the restored-but-original thatched roof and monochrome 
exterior are still intact!)

The Edibles
There was a perfect balance of old and new across all the food menus 
too. For starters around our table we went for a White Onion Soup 
(£7.95) and the Deep Fried Brie (£6.25) which we have devoured and 
enjoyed there many times before. Alongside these we had a couple of 
the new additions to the menu – Scallops of the Day with Lobster  
Bonbons (£5.25) and the Salt & Szechuan Pepper Squid with Aioli 
(£6.95), which were equally as delicious and impressively presented.

The real triumphs came during the main act though with a  
melt-in-the-mouth 7oz Fillet Steak with Ale-glazed Shallot Tart and 
Twice-cooked Chunky Chips (£24.50) drizzled with a rich, meaty Beef 
Dripping Sauce (+£1.95). Zealous compliments to the Head Chef  
were given, being sure to tell him just how much we had enjoyed our 
Spit Roasted Chicken with Fries & Jus (£13.25) and also the perfectly 
pink Roasted Rack of Lamb (£21.95).

Desserts around the table came in the heavenly form of a warm 
Chocolate & Raspberry Pudding (£6.95) which I gleefully likened to 
a strawberry chocolate from a Cadbury’s Milk Tray box, as well as the 
Mango, Berry & Coconut Mess (£7.25) and the new Melting Chocolate 
& Peanut Bomb (£7.95). Each one yet another expertly crafted  
justification for a price tag which goes a little bit higher than your  
average pub-restaurant.

At the Bar
Feeling in good spirits (pun totally intended) on account of our sterling 
menu choices and the smile-worthy atmosphere, we decided to indulge 
in a few tipples from The Devon Doorway cocktail menu and wine list. 
Who cares about the 6am alarm when there is a DIY gin bar and whole 
encyclopedia of wines to choose from?!

Highlights for me had to be the Bramley Apple & Rhubarb gin, which I 
enjoyed in the customary G&T globe along with some elderflower tonic. 
A strange anti-seasonal choice I suppose as we huddled around the 
crackling open fire, but refreshing nonetheless and trumped only by the 
‘Raspberry & Peach’ gin-based cocktail I enjoyed from the Gintonicas 
menu a little later on in the evening.

I don’t know if it was just the gin but I certainly left for bed that  
evening feeling all warm and fuzzy inside, so thanks to everyone at  
The Devon Doorway – we’ll see you again soon!

Knock, knock, knockin’ 
on The Devon Doorway                                                                                                                      

Hi! I’m Stephanie when I’ve got a pen in my hand but 
when I’m holding a fork I’m ‘Hungry Harriet’– serial 
snacker, compulsive cocktail sipper and part-time  
gluten-dodger. Let me know if you would like Hungry 
Harriet to review your business. Visit my website –  
www.hungryharriet.com to find out more – or follow  
me on Twitter @hihungryharriet
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Heswall Hall

In 2011 Heswall Hall became the first Community Hall in Wirral to be 
transferred from local authority control to that of a Community Trust. 
Now, seven years on, the Hall has gone from strength to strength and 
now provides a real entertainment hub for whole of the local area.

The Hall is now entirely self-funding and the Trust is very committed to 
providing the local community with facilities and activities for all. 

The Trust organises and runs many community events on a weekly and 
monthly basis, including a pre-school playgroup, a lunch club, a  
tea dance, along with matinee and evening cinema screenings. 

This year the Trust started a number of new and diverse events, 
including The Big Room, with three live bands, a monthly Comedy Club 
and a Team Quiz evening – all of which are proving incredibly successful. 
Earlier this year the Trust started a Memory Lane Afternoon Club with 
a dementia-friendly environment. 

The Hall has excellent facilities for parties, weddings and business 
meetings, and as it’s right in the centre of Heswall, car parking and 
public transport are very accessible.

Over the festive period, the Hall has a full programme of community 
events, including an afternoon screening of It’s a Wonderful Life on  
December 18th at 2pm (with mince pies and mulled wine!), The 
Memory Lane Afternoon Club Christmas cinema on December 19th at 
2pm, and two family films on December 28th – The Muppet Christmas 
Carol at 2pm and Christopher Robin at 6pm. 

T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

TELEPHONE: 0151 342 2564 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design, 
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke  

bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

Tuning Set Ups Problems Faults

ARE YOU STUCK WITH WELSH TV?

TV Engineer
Serving	the	Wirral	for	over	20	years
Buying a new TV this Christmas?
Please don’t pay for a rushed installation when purchasing.  
I patiently set up, Tune and Install TV’s, Home Cinema, 
Sound Bars, Recorder Boxes etc etc
Providing help for the non tech minded 
in plain English! Call Brian the TV man on:

07709 780 165 or 0151 625 3720 (Eve)
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TONY’S
BARBER

SHOP
EST. 1970

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY
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Sandy Lane, East Side of Heswall Hill
                                                                                                                by Greg Dawson

Thomas Price senior of Heswall Hill, owned a small farm called Rose 
Cottage and two other cottages with shippons, one of which was called 
Plum Tree Cottage. In 1851, Thomas, who was born in Brimstage, was 
77 years old and his wife Catherine, born in Burton, was 65. By 1854, 
Plum Tree Cottage had passed to his daughter Mary and his other cot-
tage, built in the fields behind, had passed to his son William. At the 
time of his death in 1855, Thomas owned Rose Cottage and 11 small 
crofts and market gardens amounting to just under seven acres, what 
is tosay the triangle of land between Sandy Lane, Pensby Road and 
Whitfield Lane. This land had formerly been enclosed common which he 
bought from the Lords of the Manor of Heswall, in what is today Sandy 
Lane (then known locally as Price’s Lane). It would not have been 
enough land to keep his family, but being able to use the common to 
graze his livestock would have made all the difference. Thomas had five 
sons, Joseph, William, Thomas, Booth, and Richard and three daughters, 
Mary, who was single, and two who were married, Ann Millington and 
Jane Amery. In his will dated 1854, “Thomas Price of Heswall Hill in the 
Parish of Heswall in the County of Chester”  left everything to his wife 
Catherine to enjoy for her lifetime. After her death, his fields, market 
gardens, house, shippon and other buildings (which were all numbered) 
were to be divided amongst his sons and daughters, as per the  
well-thought-out stipulations in his will. Thomas also left instructions for 
his “freehold dwelling house situate in Bebington now or lately in the 
occupation of William Williams”, to pass to his son Joseph. Thomas’s 
executors were his sons Booth (who lived in Oxton) and Thomas junior.

Evidently the Price family were religious in Victorian days, as Plum 
Tree Cottage was used for prayer meetings. Eventually, the Presbyterian 
congregation in Sandy Lane became too big for the old cottage so a 
tabernacle and then a church were erected opposite the Puddydale, 
now replaced by the modern United Reform Church, next to Tesco. In 
the 1850s, there were only three pubs in Heswall, The Ship Inn, White 
Lion and Black Horse, all were in the Lower Village. But as building 
increased in the Top Village or Heswall-on-the-Hill as it became known, 
more houses of refreshment were needed to service the growing 
number of tradesmen. By 1874, Heswall had six pubs and an ‘out-door’ 
(off-licence). The same three pubs were in the Lower Village but there 
were now beerhouses on Heswall Hill. Standing in The Slack were the 
Sandon Arms and the Ebenezer Arms (which had room for only 12 
drinkers and a bad reputation due to its unsavoury customers). Also, 
in the neighbourhood known locally as Heswall Rocks and recorded as 
West-of-the-Hill in 1871 and On-the-Hill in 1874, was Thomas Birkett’s 
beer and wine retailers called Rock Stores, which stood next door to the 
Dee View Inn. (Rock Stores was demolished in 1961 and became the 
Dee View car park.) As demand for houses in Heswall increased and 
their family grew, the industrious Price family built more sandstone  

Looking down Sandy Lane (1996) from Gorsehill Road at the old sandstone cottages of different ages, shape and sizes, all built by the Price family.

In 1801, there were only 168 people living in Heswall-cum-Oldfield and 
100 in Gayton. Every family in Heswall was engaged in agriculture and 
in Gayton, all but two. In those days, the village of Heswall was what we 
now call the Lower Village. The town of Heswall, today centred around 
the busy area of Telegraph Road and Pensby Road, did not exist. This 
area was a vast common called Heswall Hills, consisting of over 875 
acres of rough grassland, gorse and heather. The few scattered cottages 
in Heswall Hills were inhabited by smallholders and cottagers who eked 
out a living by keeping poultry, some livestock and working on farms 
or as labourers wherever they could find work. The common was very 
important to these people, who had the right to gather firewood and to 
allow their livestock to graze and forage there. However, over the years, 
enclosure acts were passed, whereby areas of the common could be 
enclosed and sold off to be made into agricultural fields and crofts and 
for houses to be built. Between 1820 and 1850, 12 enclosure acts 
were passed in Cheshire and in Heswall, 446 acres of the common 
were fenced off and sold. At this time, the whole of Gayton Common 
was enclosed and owned by John Baskervyle Glegg Esquire. However, 
despite all these enclosures, in 1849, Heswall Hill Common still  
covered 425 acres and the adjoining Oldfield Common consisted of  
43 acres. Also there was still a considerable amount of the adjoining 
Barnston Common remaining, some of which still exists today under  
the name of Whitfield Common. 

Heswall Hills Common was cut in two by what is now Telegraph Road. 
Between Telegraph Road and the original Pensby and Barnston borders 
(in those days, roughly what are now Irby Road and Whitfield Lane) 
there were only 12 dwellings. These 12 houses included three groups 
of three cottages and their farm buildings, standing where today we 
find Sandy Lane, Heswall British Legion and Milner Road. The first two 
of these little hamlets became known as East-side-of-the-Hill and the 
other was known as The Slack. Out of the nine cottages and small 
farms in the three mentioned areas, six were owned by the Price family 
and two were rented by them from The Lords of the Manor of Heswall. 
Gradually, year by year, more and more of the Common was enclosed 
for cultivation or house building. The 1851 census tells us that the 
population of the Heswall had trebled since 1801 to 513 and Gayton 
had increased by nearly half to 144. There were now 85 houses in 
Heswall-cum-Oldfield and 27 in Gayton.
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cottages along their lane. Plum Tree Cottage remained detached but 
Rose Cottage had Jersey Cottage built onto its left gable end and  
Dalwhinnie built onto the right gable end. Later, work started on Builth 
Cottages and another row further up the lane which was added to over 
the years. By the 1890s, there were 16 houses and the name Price’s 
Lane had been dropped; it was officially named Heather Road, but in 
the early 1900s it was renamed Sandy Lane, which it still is. When 
Heswall Railway Station opened in 1886 and Heswall Hills Station 
opened in 1891, the writing was on the wall for the open spaces on 
Heswall Hill as more people were encouraged to live in the area.  
The population rocketed from 722 in 1871 to 2,167 by 1901 and 
3,616 in 1911.         

Much of the property of Thomas Price senior stayed in the family and 
eventually passed to Miss Annie Price, including Rose Cottage and Plum 
Tree Cottage. The other original cottage which stood at the bottom of 
Thomas Price’s field, was sold. Eventually it was knocked down and 
Hesselwell Court was built on the site (next to the Harvest Mouse pub). 
When Annie Price passed away, she left to her sister’s son, Walter Price 
Smith, several old cottages, including Plum Tree Cottage, Rose Cottage 
and the adjoining Dalwhinnie cottage. Walter was born in Sandy Lane 
in 1919 and named Walter after his uncle who was killed in the Great 
War. Walter himself served right through the Second World War. Whilst 
training in Scotland he met his wife Margaret, a farmer’s daughter  
from Lanark. After they married, Walter and Margaret settled in the 
smallholding, Dalwhinnie, Sandy Lane, Heswall. Margaret brought her 
own pigs down from Scotland to help stock up the farm.

Just like much of the rest of Heswall, between the wars, the rural area 
around Sandy Lane began to change as more fields and common land 
was developed. During the 1930s and ’40s new roads were built off 
Sandy Lane, called Gorsehill Road, Constantine Avenue and Heather 
Road. Many local families lived in the old cottages then and more locals 
moved into some of the newly built council houses. In those days  

council houses were always offered to local people first. In 1950, 
Walter and Margaret Smith built a bungalow, numbered 27A, between 
Dalwhinnie and Plum Tree Cottage and ran the farm from there. Sandy 
Lane was more like a dirt track and remained that way for many years. 
When I was courting my wife Jenny, 49 years ago, I often walked 
along Sandy Lane at night, back and to from her house in Constantine 
Avenue. It was treacherous on a winter’s night, being pitch dark with 
high hedges, lots of water-filled potholes and only one street lamp at 
the bottom end. But in daylight, the acres of land behind Walter Smith’s 
farm, the hedges and trees and the rows of old cottages of different 
ages, shapes and sizes, showed Sandy Lane to be a pleasant surviving 
corner of old Heswall-on-the Hill.

Walter Smith of Sandy Lane was a friendly man who had a tremendous  
knowledge of the Heswall area. In his younger days he used to go 
shooting on many of the local farms and seemed to know everybody. 
Sadly, Walter Price Smith died in January 1994 and Heswall lost a 
very pleasant character. A service was held for him in the old chapel in 
Plum Tree Cottage. Twelve years later his wife Margaret passed away 
in July 2006. Walters cousin, Alan Smith, a former landscape gardener 
and lawnmower engineer of Whaley Lane, Irby was another well-known 
local character. Alan had a lifelong interest in Heswall and in particular, 
Sandy Lane where he was born and bred. When talking to Alan years 
ago, as he reminisced, he recalled: “Gone are the days when Heswall 
slaughterman Jack Hopper would wander down Sandy Lane on a  
Sunday morning to kill a pig for my grandfather, old ‘Slasher Smith’,  
and go halves with him after he had butchered, hung and cured it.” 

There used to be a little grocer’s shop at number 9 Sandy Lane run 
by Maysie and Jack Snedker. In the 1950s and ’60s it was busy, as 
were many others around Heswall before the supermarkets came along. 
Maysie was a bit of a character; occasionally she reluctantly allowed 
some families to have groceries on tick and if there was a bit of a 
queue, she might offer a box of broken biscuits round to keep people 
happy. In 1959, the families living in Sandy Lane and their house 
numbers were: 1 Henshaw, 3 Simpson, 5 Shone, 7 Fell, 9 Snedker, 11 
Elder, 13 Apter & Smith, 15 S Wilbraham, 17 Lindfield & Hughes, 19 
C Jones, 21 G Wilbraham, 23 Herbert, 25 M Price, 27 F Smith, 27A 
W Smith, 29 A Price, 31 Steele & Bickerton, 33 Lacy, 35 W Jones, 37 
Hignett, 39 M E Jones, 41 Hughes & Fewtrell, 10 J Jones, 12 Gardner, 
14 Clarkson, 16 Elder, 18 Timberell and 20 Roberts.

The Sandy Lane area, just like everywhere else in Heswall is  
constantly changing. Around the corner, off Gorsehill Road, the houses 
of Milton Crescent were built on the little hill, known in the 1920s as 
Gorse Hill. In the 1950s and ’60s, it was a favourite play area for local 
children who called it The Black Hill, as the gorse and grass was often 
set alight, scorching everything black. Children played in the small 
quarry and the hill was a popular sledging spot in winter and a short cut 
to the British Legion. During the 1960s, the cottage Dalwhinnie fell into 
disrepair and was later restored and incorporated into Rose Cottage. 
By 1969, some of the six houses in the terrace between Plum Tree 
Cottage and Whitfield Lane had changed hands and other local families 
moved in, including those of Robert Loynes and Donald Fearon and in 
number 41 were William Johnson and Joseph and Ramona Jones. A 
few years later, during the 1970s, this very tall Victorian terrace was 
demolished and replace by smart modern bungalows for local  
pensioners, built on land once owned by Thomas Price.

Around the corner from Sandy Lane, at the junction of Whitfield Lane 
and Pensby Road was Roebucks haulage yard, at the back of Walter 
Smith’s land. The yard was cleared and in 1984, the Harvest Mouse 
pub was built on the site. In more recent years, Rose Brae Nursery on 
Pensby Road was cleared and flats were built, on what was long ago, a 
Price family croft. Today, 2018, the old sandstone cottages along Sandy 
Lane, including Builth Cottages, Heather Cottage, Jersey Cottage, Rose 
Cottage, Plum Tree Cottage and others are still standing. Some of the 
land passed down through the Price family, which Walter and Margaret 
Smith farmed, has become a close of nice modern houses called East 
O’Hills, the name used to describe the area in Victorian days. The  
bungalow of Walter and Margaret Smith, 27A, was demolished by 
the builders who thoughtfully went to the trouble of replacing it with a 
modern sandstone house (also 27A) so as to be in keeping with the 
old stone property on that side of Sandy Lane. However, Thomas Price 
senior’s old farmhouse, Rose Cottage (which stands on the opposite 
corner) and Plum Tree Cottage, next door to 27A, are still in the family 
after over 170 years. Rose Cottage is the home of Walter and Margaret 
Smith’s daughter, Mrs Elizabeth Goodwin and Plum Tree Cottage is the 
home of another daughter, Mrs Ann Rimmer and her husband John.

Plum Tree Cottage, one of the original nine houses of East-of-the-Hill was so named because there were fruit orchards 
behind. This character farmhouse was built over 170 years ago by Thomas Price senior. His well is still in the front garden.

East O’Hills Close, with Thomas Price’s farm, Rose Cottage, standing on the corner and now incorporating his 
shippon and Dalwhinnie Cottage. This old farmhouse is over 170 years old and was said to have once been 

a beerhouse for a short while, called the Lord Nelson.          
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Heswall Photographic Society (HPS) is one of the oldest and largest 
photographic clubs on the Wirral. We currently have around 50 members, 
female and male. This friendly club has a skill mix that caters for  
absolute beginners and advanced photographers.

We enjoy a varied programme from September to April featuring  
competitions, tutorials, in-house and guest speakers, and we have an 
active website and Facebook page. 

Membership is open to anyone interested in photography. Previous 
experience is not necessary and you don’t even need to own a camera. 
Advice and mentorship are available in most aspects of photography 
and equipment.

We meet on Friday evenings at 7.45pm at St Peter’s Centre, Lower 
Heswall village. This modern building has easy access for all abilities 
and plenty of free on-street parking just outside.

Visitors and potential new members are very welcome to come along 
and see what we do. Visit www.heswallphotosoc.co.uk or find us on 
Facebook for more information.

Mark Kinnish has sent us these photographs of Irby Village in the 
winter of 1940/41.

 Mark says: “The 1940s was a decade for cold winters and these 
two photos show heavy snowfall in that bad winter seen here in 
1941. The top photo shows a member of the Home Guard walking 
along Irby Village in deep drifts of snow. You can just make out the 
former cottages that housed the dentist, doctors, and even the shop 
and post office which were demolished in the 1960s to make way 
for the terraced row which today houses the vets and coffee shop. 
The drifts of snow were up to 8 foot high along Thingwall Road  
during that winter. In the next photo you can see the road has been 
cleared of much of the snow which had caused a lot of problems for 
the local shops along there. Happy Christmas to you all.” 

Irby Village 1940/41
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Volunteering at Ness Botanic Gardens
If you love plants, gardens and meeting people, come and join us!

Ness Botanic Gardens is, therefore, committed to providing all its volun-
teers with the right training and equipment to enable them to perform 
to the highest standards. In return we ask that volunteers work closely 
with staff, help implement our policies and processes, and overall 
support the excellent customer experience we aspire to provide.

Volunteering has been a crucial part of the Ness story for over half a 
century and we look forward to many more successful years, as  
together we take the Ness Botanic Gardens into an exciting future.

What types of volunteers are we looking for?
•	Visitor	Experience:	Welcoming	visitors,	providing	information	and	 
 providing admission to the Gardens. You will also support the gift  
 shop and plant sales with pricing, tidying and display, and will support  
 the recruitment of new members to the Friends of Ness Gardens. 

•	Events:	Supporting	our	special	events	can	involve	a	range	of	tasks,	 
 such as providing information, queue management, and car parking. 

•	Education: Working with our Education Team, tasks include the delivery  
 of family craft activities and the development of activity resources. 

•	Office	Support:	Undertaking	a	variety	of	administration	tasks	to	 
 support the Ness team. 

Not only do you get to work in a beautiful location, gain a range of new 
skills and meet new friends, but you also benefit from:

•	A	Supporters	Card	for	regular	volunteers,	allowing	you	and	a	friend	to	 
 visit the gardens for free

•	Enjoy	a	10%	discount	in	the	Botanic	Kitchen	at	Ness	Cafe	

•	Enjoy	a	10%	discount	in	our	Gift	Shop

•	Enjoy	a	10%	discount	in	our	Plant	Sales	area,	courtesy	of	 
 Dovecote Nurseries 

•	Invitations	to	special	events,	including	our	twice-yearly	volunteer	parties

•	Most	importantly,	a	hot	drink	and	home-baked	cake	at	break	time.	

If you love plants, gardens and meeting people, come and join us!

Anyone can volunteer. It doesn’t matter what your skills, experience or 
background are.

We usually ask for half a day a week – but if you want to do more, you 
would be welcome!

Here at Ness Botanic Gardens we are reliant on the continuing  
support of a wide-ranging team of volunteers to underpin our operation. 
Volunteer time given to the Gardens, and the structures and activities 
which sustain them, is equivalent to approximately 10 full-time  
members of staff annually, which enables us to provide the current 
range and level of services.

While we recognise that volunteers are not quite the same as staff,  
we also understand that staff and volunteers alike are all working  
together to run the Ness Botanic Gardens to the highest possible  
standards and to enable their enjoyment by future generations.



2 Windle Court, Clayhill Business Park, Neston, CH64 3UH.
Telephone: 0151 353 0707 • www.lawnhopper.co.uk

A beautiful lawn,
whatever the weather

The summer heatwave has left gardens with an unusually 
large build-up of thatch and dead matter, giving lawns an  
unattractive, burnt appearance. 

A lawn that is regularly fed, scarified, aerated and taken care 
of is in a much better and healthier position to withstand 
harsher weather conditions, from frost and ice to drought 
and sunshine. 

Scarifying and aerating can help solve issues caused by this 
year’s hot summer, and now, more than ever, your lawn 
needs these treatments to return it to a thriving, strong and 
lush state.

Get in touch if you need any more guidance on scarifying and 
aerating your lawn. Our experts would love to help.

Before

After



Port Sunlight Garden Centre
 It’s ‘The Place for Christmas’ this festive season… 
Santa with Mrs Claus, inspirational displays and tasty 
mince pies!

Christmas just wouldn’t be Christmas without a tasty 
mince pie and our Café at Port Sunlight Garden Centre 
has two very tasty festive treats, the sweet crust mince 
pie and the large star mince pie, both lovingly made 
by the Café’s Baker – just add a dollop of cream and 
enjoy with a Baileys Latte with friends.

If you’re visiting around lunchtime, you will find  
Roasted Turkey served with all the trimmings on the 
menu – or how about the Turkey and Chorizo Ciabatta 
with roasted peppers. 

The whole Garden Centre is filled with the colours and 
scents of Christmas. We have an ever-changing  
selection of gifts for friends and family – and because 
we have new additions arriving every week, there’s 
always something new to find after a relaxing lunch.

Fresh cut Christmas trees, wreaths and planters bring 
a flurry of activity to the plant area. Choose your 
Christmas tree from the hundreds on offer, then wrap 
it up to take home.

Santa will be in his Grotto with Mrs Claus, and the 
Elves will be there too. Port Sunlight Santa has time 
for a little story and a sing-along with a gift… it is a 
jolly experience not to be missed! 

Add a little sparkle to your Thursday evenings with late 
night shopping among the twinkling lights until 8pm 
this Christmas.

Most definitely ‘The Place for Christmas’ this  
festive season!
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Hunters Heswall, we are 
still busy even at Christmas.

Do you feel your Agent is doing the best for you?
Here at Hunters Heswall you are more than just a picture on the wall. We work with you 

and go the extra mile to make sure you become another one of our success stories.

Come and join the Hunters winning team with a combined 60 years’ experience 
selling and renting properties in the area.

*T&Cs Apply. Minimum fees apply. The commission fee will become due on exchange of unconditional contracts for the sale of the property. If you are under contract with another agent you may still be liable also to pay their fee.

240b Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral, CH60 7SG • Telephone: 0151 342 2444
341 Chester Road, Little Sutton, Ellesmere Port CH66 3RG • Telephone: 0151 339 2465



174 Telegraph Road Heswall
Telephone: 0151 342 3670

FURNITURE    HOME ACCESSORIES    GIFTS
www.homebirdfurniture.co.uk

Visit Homebird for 
inspirational festive 
ideas for your home

Landlords FAQ Part One: Finances and referencing

With ever-changing lettings legislation and over 145 laws that 
landlords and letting agents have to adhere to, it’s easy to 
see why many are put off being a landlord.

Hunters’ support will ensure you are given the guidance to 
make the right decisions and stay compliant and this mini  
series is here to bust the myths and explain the reality of 
some of the perceived challenges! Our first section covers 
what you might need to know regarding finances.

Do all letting agents have ‘Client Money Protection’?

No – not all agents have ‘Client Money Protection’, but most 
good agents will. Client Money Protection will soon be a man-
datory requirement for all agents, but Hunters already have 
over	90%	of	our	offices	set	up	with	this.	At	Hunters,	many	of	
our agents are ‘SAFEagents’ to show all our clients that their 
money is protected. 

Does a fully referenced tenant always pay their rent?

Even when a tenant passes the initial referencing, there could 
be an unexpected change in their circumstances which could 
lead to missed rental payments. Hunters’ offices can offer a 
rent protection warranty to protect you against this though, so 
ask your local branch for more details.

Do all agents use the best grade of referencing?

Some agents use lower graded referencing from third party 
suppliers or even do in-house referencing themselves. At 
Hunters, referencing is completed by our third-party partner 
company HomeLet and we use their best grade of referencing 
to check as much as we can before tenants move in.

Can landlords deduct what they wish from a  
tenant’s deposit?

No – since the law changed in 2007, both tenant and  
landlord must agree for any deductions to be made from a  
deposit. Evidence has to be provided to support any  
deductions being claimed from a tenant’s deposit. At Hunters 
we can provide a comprehensive property inventory at the 
start of the tenancy to support any claims and we deal with 
the claim for all our fully managed tenancies.

Look out for part two of our FAQ, which will cover compliance 
and legal advice – for more information on any of these, or if 
you have any questions, do contact your local branch.

Hunters, here to get you there…

Marc Norman
Painting and Decorating

Tel: 0151 336 6326
Mob: 07960 318960

• Interior and exterior
• Wallpaper hanging 
• Wood varnishing
• Three generation family business 
• Hand painted kitchens and furniture
• Free estimates
• Reliable and friendly service 

All work carried out to the highest quality 
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Children playing in the lounge, dogs, rabbits and meerkats, to  
mention a few joining in the fun, laughter and enjoyment all round, 
the aroma of something tasty cooking in the kitchen. A normal day 
in the life of any family?

Well, it is at our family at Abbeyfield Lear House in West Kirby. Our 
family members think of Lear House as their home with their own 
rooms full of their own furniture and possessions and the rest of the 
house brightly decorated with children’s drawings on some of the 
walls and marvellous views over West Kirby to the Welsh hills.

Getting older and needing more care does not mean we can’t still 
have a full and enjoyable life and at Abbeyfield Lear House we’ve 
had over sixty years of helping people enjoy their later years whilst 
making sure all our family have constant support on hand from our 
dedicated staff and volunteers, many of whom have been with us 
for years and truly enjoy their work. Some of our family members 
who come just for a short break, keep on returning to meet their 
friends and to join in all the activities we arrange.

The Abbeyfield movement started in 1956 when Richard Carr-Gomm, 
concerned about the loneliness of older people he saw around him, 
set up his first Abbeyfield House in Bermondsey in London. Since 
then the Abbeyfield movement has grown to over three hundred 
homes supporting over seven thousand older people and now we 
are represented in seven countries internationally as well.

The Abbeyfield philosophy is to respect the individuality and  
experience of older people and to help people to live their later 
years with as much freedom as possible, supported by well trained 
and friendly staff. Being part of Abbeyfield means we have to  
adhere to some very demanding standards and we take pride in  
being able to continue to use the Abbeyfield name.     

Established in 1963, the Abbeyfield Hoylake & West Kirby Society 
is based in West Kirby where we have two homes and in Hoylake 
where we have a large sheltered house. Through careful financial 
management and generous donations over the years, our Society, 
which is a charity and limited by guarantee, is well positioned to 
withstand the financial pressures of operating in the social care 
environment. Press headlines over the past couple of years show 
how difficult this can be. 

Recent studies have shown that loneliness is a major contributing 
factor to ill health, particularly in older people, and our mission is 
to make sure our family members do not suffer from loneliness and 
we encourage friends and relatives to visit us at any time.  If you 
want to be quiet we have a peaceful lounge on the first floor of the 
house, where you can read, do jigsaws, or just enjoy the view out 
over the front garden. 

Lear House is your home from home, a two-hundred-year-old  
building which is full of fun and character. Come and see us  
some time.

To find out more about Abbeyfield, visit their website – 
www.abbeyfieldwestkirby.co.uk

Welcome to Abbeyfield

Members of Wirral Ladies Investment Club were celebrating with lunch 
at Royal Liverpool Golf Club on November 8th 2018 after 60 years 
of trading as the oldest all-women investment club in the country.

The club was founded by local women with not much money, but who 
wanted to have an active part in the business world. Some had no  
experience of buying and selling shares, and all were careful to  
research and invest wisely. Of course, there have been successes  
and failures; lively discussion and careful monitoring of the stock  
market are still important at the monthly meetings, which take place  
in members’ homes across Wirral.

The club has attracted interest over the decades from national as 
well as local press, and from TV and radio programmes.

Up to twenty members of assorted backgrounds and ages meet on 
the second Thursday of each month to report on the share portfolio, 
and to decide on any sales and purchases, as well as to plan social 
events. There are currently two vacancies in the club because of  
recent resignations – anyone interested in joining is asked to contact 
the Honorary Secretary Jean Pilling at jeankpilling@gmail.com for  
more information.

No financial or business expertise is needed, just a keen interest  
in the vagaries of the stock market and a willingness to invest  
approximately £20 a month to buy units in the club. All decisions  
are collectively made, so there is little personal risk of loss and if  
members decide to resign they are repaid at the value of the unit  
when they leave. 

Wirral Ladies
Investment Club
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ULTRAcel - Book in and get 20% off this award 
winning non surgical skin tightening and lift-
ing treatment!  The ultimate treatment that gives 
your skin a fresh, glossy smooth look and offers 
lifting results previously only achieved by a surgi-
cal facelift!  Perfect to treat all antiaging concerns 
from textured dull skin to deep wrinkles and loss 
of laxity!

Holmwood	Drive,	Thingwall,	Wirral	CH61	1AU
07764	615934	or	0151	929	5223		sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers

Book in and get 20% off this award winning  
non-surgical skin tightening and lifting  

treatment! The ultimate treatment that gives 
your skin a fresh, glossy smooth look and offers 

lifting results previously only achieved by a  
surgical facelift!  Perfect to treat all antiaging 

concerns from textured dull skin to deep  
wrinkles and loss of laxity!



We are so proud and honoured to have been recognised by the prestigious  
Aesthetic Awards 2018 and shortlisted for the only two categories that we entered – 

Aesthetic Nurse Practitioner of the Year and Clinic Reception Team of the Year

Save 20% off all courses until 31st January 2019, perfect for those tricky Christmas gifts!
NEW Envy Facials • Laser Hair Removal • ULTRAcel • M22 Laser • Medical Grade Skin Peels

 Endymed • Dermaroller Micro Needling • Dermalux LED Light Therapy



Christmas Set Menu
£29.95 Per Person (Min 2 Persons)

Available from 1st - 30th December excluding Christmas Day
 

Starters
 Mixed Starters - Prawn & Pork Toast,  

Spare Ribs in Red Wine Sauce

Kanoom Jeeb - Steamed minced pork & prawns 
with water chestnuts in wanton pastry

Thai Fish Cakes

Crispy Noodles

 Soup
 Tom Yum Goong - Spicy King Prawn

 Main Course
Kang Ped Phed Yang - Spicy red duck curry 
with cherry tomatoes, pineapples, grapes, 

basil leaves and kaffir leaves

Pla Tod Kratium Prik Thai - Sea bass stir fry 
with garlic and pepper

Pad Kra Pow Goong - Spicy king prawns 
with chilli and sweet basil leaves

Pad Pak Reumid - Stir fry mixed vegetables 
in oyster sauce

All served with your choice of jasmine or egg fried rice

 Dessert
 Pineapple A La Mode - Cooked in syrup  

and topped with vanilla or coconut ice cream

Freshly brewed Coffee or Tea

 Vegetarian Option available
£24.95 Per Person

New Year’s Eve Set Menu
£39.95 Per Person (Min 2 Persons)

1st sitting 6pm - 8.30pm
2nd sitting 9pm onwards

Includes free glass of Champagne & Thai Dancing 
plus fantastic fireworks display at midnight!

Starter Platter
Vegetable money bag parcels, chicken satay,  

spicy Thai chicken salad, Tod Mon Goong  
and Chicken thighs in red wine sauce

 Soup
Spicy Tom Yam Wonton Soup - Lemon grass,  

lime leaves, mushrooms and minced king prawns

 Main Course
Beef Massaman Curry - Potatoes, onions & coconut milk

Pla Pad Cha - Stir fry sea bass, onions, green & red  
peppers, spring onions, chillies and Thai herbs

Gai Ped Met Mamuang - Stir fry diced chicken,  
cashew nuts, mushrooms, peppers,  

onions and spring onion

Pad Pak Ruem - Stir fry mixed vegetables in oyster sauce

All served with your choice of jasmine or egg fried rice

 Dessert
Chiffon Sponge Cake - sponge cake topped with 

threaded golden egg yolk

Freshly brewed Coffee or Tea

 

£10 deposit required per person when booking.  
Please book early to avoid disappointment!

 

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 6pm-11.30pm, Sunday Noon-10.30pm, Closed Monday

103-105 Brimstage Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 1XF 
Email: booking@khruathai.co.uk or subinsherlock123@gmail.com

Website: www.khruathai.co.uk

Book Online or Call 0151 342 0111



Name: Samuel ANTROBUS

Parents/family: Sam Antrobus was born on 
17 September 1879 to William and Harriet 
(nee Worrall) in Clifton near Runcorn, the  
eldest of eight children. Of his three brothers, 
two were also killed in WW1. He married 
Annie Clarke (who was born in Gayton) in 
Runcorn on 7 Dec 1907. This photo is the 
best that we have of any of the men. You can 
just see an image of his family above his left 
shoulder. They were recorded in the 1911 census as living in School 
Hill, Heswall, in a two-roomed house with five children. Ultimately they 
had five daughters and two sons. Many of these children were baptised 
right here in this very chapel when their address was given as Boundary 
Lane. There were only a couple of cottages there then. After the war, 
Annie and her six remaining children (one son died in infancy), by then 
living in Milner Road, emigrated to Canada. She died in 1979 aged 96. 
Military rank and career: Sam enlisted in Neston in 1914. He became a 
Lance Corporal in the Cheshire 13th Regiment. 

Date, place and circumstances of death: Sam was killed in action 
on 7 July 1916 aged 37. No details of the circumstances of his death 
are known but the fact that he is listed on the Thiepval Memorial  
suggests that he was killed in the Battle of the Somme with no  
known place of burial. 

Places of burial and commemoration: He is also commemorated on 
a family memorial in St Peter’s Churchyard as well as the  
Thiepval memorial. 

THE BARLOW FAMILY

The next two names on the plaque are Joseph (JE) and William (JW) 
Barlow and it seems that they were brothers. Clearly this photo,  
downloaded from a Barlow family website, is not of the whole family 
who lived at Gayton – some of the elder children may have left home by 
this time. Joseph, we suspect is sitting next to the family dog, was born 
on 27 Dec 1894, and was the ninth of eleven children (eight sons and 
three daughters), born to Henry and Sarah, seated in the centre. Henry 
was a farm labourer. James may be the one standing top left. He was 
born in June 1882 and was the fourth child. Another brother Thomas, 
born in 1890, died of Spanish flu in 1918. 

Name: J Edward BARLOW (Joseph)

Parents/family: Joseph Barlow was baptised on 10 Feb 1895,  
probably at St Peter’s. He married May Barlow who moved to West  
Sussex after his death. A letter written by her suggests that after his 
death she was left in severe financial hardship. 

Earlier this year we were contacted by John Crowther, who is a Lay 
Preacher at Heswall Methodist Church. There is a memorial plaque at the  
back of the church for those members of the church who lost their lives 
in the First World War. Poppies have been placed on this memorial every 
year on Remembrance Day, but not much was known about these men.

John was keen to find more about the lives of the men to include into 
his address this year. As this is something in which we are very interested, 
we were able to help. It was fascinating to discover these men’s lives 
before their sudden deaths.

Together with his school friend Trevor Adams and latterly Roger Mylward 
we managed to find details for all the men, two of whom were brothers. 
In some cases we found photographs and Trevor managed to visit the 
war cemeteries and take his own.

John was able to give a clear insight into the lives of these men in  
his address, especially poignant in this centenary year. He found  
connections with a couple of the men who are named on memorials in 
the church. He engaged the help of Scouts and Guides who attended 
the service and after the details of each man had been read out a 
poppy was placed in their memory by a Guide or Scout. 

Heswall Methodist Church
Armistice Centenary 11/11/1918 – 11/11/2018
                                                                                           By Jenny McRonald and Roger Lane

Men prior to leaving Heswall to join their regiments

Samuel Antrobus

The Barlow family

29HESWALL MAGAZINE • DECEMBER 2018



character referees were a Methodist minister, then resident in Rhyl, and 
the head of Calday Grange Grammar school. Ernest was commissioned 
into the 4th Lancashire Fusiliers in June 1916. 

Date, place and circumstances of death: As a Second Lieutenant he 
was popular with his men. He lost his life aged 23 during an attack on 
the Somme on 28 February 1917. His company commander thought 
that he was dying so he commanded Lt Corkill to get in contact with 
another regiment. This entailed covering unknown ground under enemy 
fire and it was during this manoeuvre that Ernest was killed. 

Places of burial and commemoration: His record states “killed in 
action”. He was buried in an isolated grave at Sailly-Saillisel on the 
Somme near High Wood. His body was not discovered until 1935,  
most likely by locals doing farming or building work, and transferred to 
the cemetery at London cemetery, Longueval. He was identified from 
metal shoulder badges giving his regiment, a compass case with his 
name on it and a metal identification disc. His mother had died by 
then, but his father was alive and living at Prestatyn. As a further matter 
of interest his father is mentioned in the centenary history booklet of 
Heswall Methodist Church (1959) as on Friday 3 Dec 1925 he had 
opened the second day of a three-day bazaar to raise funds for the 
erection of the Primary room, recently demolished. In addition to listing 
on the church memorial plaque, Ernest is commemorated in the  
decorative wooden wall panelling around Communion Table and also 
listed on the Family memorial in St Peter’s churchyard. 

Name: Fred DAVIES 

Parents/family: Fred was the only 
son of a family of six children  
born to William and Elizabeth  
living in Slack Road (now Milner 
Road). He was born in 1897.  
He was unmarried.

Military rank and career: Fred first joined the Denbighshire Yeomanry 
(Territorial Army). He then joined the 1st Battalion of the Cheshire  
Regiment, becoming a Lance Corporal.

Date, place and circumstances of death: He died in France aged 
only 20 on 15 Nov 1917. 

Places of burial and commemoration: He has no known grave. He 
is listed on the Tyne Cot memorial for the missing in the Ypres sector. 
(photo). He also appears on the St Peter’s churchyard memorial and  
the St Peter’s School Memorial Plaque. 

Name: Thomas J EVANS 

Parents/family: Thomas was born in 1900 to 
parents Elijah and Margaret (nee Burton) who 
lived first in Grange Mount and then at Bryn 
Coed in North Drive. His mother died when he 
was only 11. He was the youngest son of a  
family of four sons and three daughters. 

Military rank and career: Thomas joined the 
King’s Liverpool Regiment as a Private and later 
transferred to the Lancashire Fusiliers.

Date, place and circumstances of death: He 
would have been only 18 when he died on 11 February 1919,  
presumably when receiving treatment for wounds as the place of  
death is recorded as Ipswich. No further information is recorded. 

Places of burial and commemoration: He is buried in St Peter’s 
graveyard (photo) and also listed on Heswall Civic Memorial, St Peters 
Churchyard Memorial Plaque, and St Peter’s School Memorial Plaque. 

Name: Arthur FORSHAW (middle name Clifford)

Parents/family: Arthur Clifford 
Forshaw was born in 1897, the fourth 
eldest child of Thomas and Mary (nee 
Peers) Forshaw of Crossfield House, 
Milner Cop, Heswall (photo). He had 
seven brothers and three sisters. The 
Forshaw family had previously lived in 
Acre Lane, then known as Forshaw’s 
Lane or Blacksmith’s Lane because that was their occupation. There is 
still a house on the corner with Barnston Road bearing the name ‘Old 
Forge’. Arthur was unmarried.

Military rank and career: Joseph joined 
the local TA in Cheshire at the age of 14. He 
joined the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light 
Infantry in Ottawa, Canada, as a private in  
August 1914. Clearly he must have emigrated. 
In early 1915 he then joined the British Army 
and was commissioned in the 3rd Battalion 
Yorks Regiment, ultimately reaching the rank 
of Major. He was awarded two medals  
for gallantry. 
His citations read as follows: MC, November 
24th 1916 – For conspicuous gallantry in action. He led his men in the 
attack with great courage and determination, capturing the enemy  
position and a machine gun. He set a splendid example to his men. 
DSO, August 14th 1917 – For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to 
duty. During an attack he led his battalion with great skill and courage, 
restoring the direction which had been lost, and being the first to  
enter the objective. It was entirely due to him that a heavy hostile  
counter-attack was repulsed, and the following night he went through our 
own and the hostile barrage to re-establish communications. Although 
his men were badly shaken, he restored their confidence during a very 
critical situation, and his conduct was magnificent throughout.

Date, place and circumstances of death: In fact Joseph survived 
WW1 and might have returned a hero, but he was killed aged 25 in  
present day Iraq on 3 June 1920. He was a temporary Lieutenant  
Colonel at the time of his death, attached to the Indian Political  
Department. This was part of what was known as ‘the Raj’ and was 
the means by which the British controlled the princely states and tribal 
areas in India. This apparently also extended to the Middle East;  
Joseph was training locals to police their area when they were  
attacked and he and several others were killed. 

Places of burial and commemoration: Buried in Baghdad North Gate 
Cemetery in Iraq, Plot XIX.G.2 

Name: James W BARLOW (William)

Parents/family: William, Joseph’s elder brother, 
married Dorothy Williams in 1910 and they had 
one son, Henry Gordon Barlow, born 12 Jan 
1911 in West Derby. They lived in Edge Hill,  
Liverpool, in 1911 and William is recorded as a 
member of the Liverpool Police Force Band. 

Military rank and career: Prior to WW1,  
William enlisted into the 1st Battalion Gordon 
Highlanders in Chester on 1 April 1900 aged 18. He fought in the Boer 
War and was awarded the South African Medal with Clasps in 1902 
along with two good conduct badges. He was discharged in 1912 after 
a subsequent five years in the Reserves. At the outbreak of WW1 he 
was recalled as a Lance Corporal. 

Date, place and circumstances of death: William tragically died on 
what was only day three of the war for the British at the Battle of Le 
Cateau, on 26 August 1914, aged 32. This was a one-day “stunning 
blow” battle, which kept the German army off the backs of the BEF in 
its retreat from Mons to the River Marne, east of Paris (and in which  
the BEF lost 8,500 men).

Places of burial and commemoration: He is remembered on the  
Le Cateau Memorial to the missing from the retreat at a place called  
La Ferte-sous-Jouarre. He is also officially remembered by the  
Merseyside Police. 

Name: Ernest CORKILL

Parents/family: Ernest was born in Waterloo, 
Liverpool, in 1894, the only son of Henry 
Ernest and Mary (nee Westbrook). Aged 17 
Ernest worked as a ‘clerk apprentice’. His  
family lived at ‘The Pines’ at the junction 
of Dee View Road and Thurstaston Road in 
Heswall. His father was a bank manager and 
he was educated at Calday Grammar. Ernest 
was unmarried. 

Military rank and career: He enlisted as a private in the 4th Battalion 
Cheshire Regiment on 9 November 1914 in Birkenhead and served in 
Gallipoli in 1915. In early 1916 he was recommended for officer training 
and was sent to the establishment in Queens College, Cambridge. His 

Joseph Barlow

James Barlow

Ernest Corkhill

Tyne Cot Memorial

St Peter’s graveyard

Crossfield House
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Name: George HOSKINS

Parents/family: William George was born to 
parents William and Alice (nee Pitman) on 18 
Sept 1888 in Chilcompton, Somerset. He was 
second eldest of 16, repeat 16 children: 11 
sons and 5 daughters! The last-born brother 
Joseph died in infancy in 1908. William married 
Margaret (nee Ryan) in 1911 and they lived 
with one daughter, Dorothy, and one son,  
Robert, at 237 Telegraph Road, although  
Margaret moved after William’s death to  
West Grove, Heswall.

Military rank and career: William served seven years as a Private in 
the 5th Dragoon Guards (Princess Charlotte of Wales’ regiment) and 
was on the point of taking his discharge when the war broke out.

Date, place and circumstances of death: He was taken at once to 
the front and was acting as an orderly to the Colonel of his regiment 
when a German shell burst near to them and both were wounded. He 
was struck on the arm and leg and died next day on 14 May 1915 in 
hospital aged 27.

Places of burial and commemoration: William is buried at what is 
known as the Aeroplane Cemetery, Ypres. The inscription reads: “Always 
Remembered by His Loving Wife Peggie and Two Children until the Day 
Dawns.” He is also listed on the Heswall Civic Memorial. 

Name: Stanley KENNAUGH

Parents/family: Stanley was born on 
3 Oct 1890 in Arbory, near Castletown, 
IOM, to Robert Kennaugh, a farmer and 
Elizabeth Kennaugh (nee Cubben). He 
was the fifth eldest of six sons and one 
daughter. His mother died in 1914.  
Stanley married Ethel Nellie Cannell 
in 1915 in Wirral. She also was from 
Castletown and worked at the time as a 
domestic servant in Hoylake. They appear to have had no children and 
were living in Heswall when Stanley enlisted in Neston. 

Military rank and career: Stanley initially joined the Royal Army 
Service Corps. He was then a Private in the 20th and 32nd Battalion, 
Royal Fusiliers (City of London). He was in France for less than a month 
before his death.

Date, place and circumstances of death: He died of wounds on 19 
April 1917 aged 27. He was probably wounded in the Battle of Arras 
and died in a casualty clearing station at Warlincourt.

Places of burial and commemoration: Stanley is buried in  
Warlincourt Halte British Cemetry, Pas de Calais. His inscription reads: 
“To Memory Ever Dear.” He is also listed on the Heswall British Legion 
Memorial Plaque. 

Name: Sidney PETERS

Parents/family: Sidney was born 
on 28 June 1894 in Heswall to 
parents Samuel and Emma (Nee 
Peers) who lived in Brimstage 
Road. Sidney was the eldest of 
three children. He had two sisters. 
He was baptised in this chapel on 
20th Sept 1894 only three years after it was built. He was unmarried.

Military rank and career: Sidney enlisted in Heswall and was a Lance 
Corporal in the 9th Battalion Cheshire Regiment 

Date, place and circumstances of death: Sidney died on 7 June 
1917 aged 23 of wounds received in the attack on the Messines Ridge 
in the Battle of Messines, Ypres.

Places of burial and commemoration: He is buried at Croonaert 
Chapel Cemetery, Ypres, (photo) and is also recorded on the family  
memorial in St Peter’s churchyard as well as St Peter’s Church  
Memorial Plaque and the Heswall Civic Memorial. 

Our thanks to John Trevor and Roger for this research. Submitted by Roger Lane and 
Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com or 0151 342 9269) on behalf of the 
Heswall Society, which was established in 1953 “for the public benefit to conserve the 
heritage of the Ward of Heswall”. For more details of membership and activities, please 
call Roger Lane or visit theheswallsociety.org.uk

Military rank and career: Arthur enlisted in Heswall as a Private in The 
Cheshire Regiment 1st/4th battalion.

Date, place and circumstances of death: He was only 19 when he 
was killed in action in Egypt in December 1917. 

Places of burial and commemoration: He is buried in Jerusalem. The 
Jerusalem cemetery is a “concentration” cemetery, in that graves were 
moved there from other places in the locality. It is suspected, therefore, 
that he was killed in the fighting in Palestine. The date would seem to fit 
with the third battle of Gaza. His inscription reads: “In the midst of life, 
we are in death.” 

Name: Edward H HODSON (Middle name Hutchinson)

Parents/family: Edward was the second of three brothers. He was 
born in Bacup, Lancs, in 1881 to Frank and Sarah (nee Hutchinson).
Frank was a cotton spinner who died when Edward was only 10. Edward 
married Beatrice (nee Brandon) in 1906. They had one son, George, 
born in 1909. By then Edward was a corn miller and the family lived at 
‘Stivelooms’ in Village Road (in background on photo above).

Military rank and career: Edward was recruited to the 15th Battalion 
of the Cheshire Regiment, becoming a Lieutenant. 

Date, place and circumstances of death: He died in action on the 
Somme in France aged 37 on 24 March 1918. This will have been as 
part of the “Kaiser’s battle”, the last major German attack on the British 
and French lines in France which started on 21 March 1918.

Places of burial and commemoration: Edward has no known place 
of burial. As well as here, he is listed on the Pozieres Memorial and also 
the Heswall Civic Memorial and St Peter’s Church Memorial Plaque. 

Name: Chas E HUGHES

Parents/family: Charles was born on 6 Dec 1883 
in Barnston and was baptised on 16 March 1884 
at the Wesleyan Methodist Church. This would have 
been the forerunner to this building which was 
located on The Slack, now Milner Road. (photo of 
sketch). His parents were Frederick William, a milk 
dealer, and Lucy (nee Harrison), resident in  
Brimstage Lane, Barnston. Charles was the fourth  
of five children. The youngest son Robert died at birth. By 1911 both 
his mother and father had died which perhaps explains his move to  
Dorset. In 1910 he married Jessie Amelia Hughes and they lived at 
Poole, Dorset, where he was a milk carrier. They had one son, Walter. 

Military rank and career: Charles enlisted into the 70th Battery of the 
41st Brigade Royal Field Artillery and was a Sergeant at the time of his 
death. He would probably have been in the Battle of the Somme because 
Corbie where he is buried is right in the middle of the region. The Battle 
went on until 19 November 1916. It is likely that the circumstance 
in which Sgt Hughes was wounded could have been while manning a 
medium-sized gun in the battle for Pozières, which would have been 
in full flow at the time of his death. Artillery units engaged in what is 
politely termed “counter-battery fire”, i.e. shelling the opposition artillery 
units to silence them. These were long-distance deadly duels. 

Date, place and circumstances of death: 5 Aug 1916, aged 32.

Places of burial and commemoration: As already mentioned, Charles 
is buried at Corbie Communal Cemetery Extension, a CWGC cemetery 
that is added on to the town cemetery. He will have been wounded and 
passed away in the field hospital or casualty clearing station. If a soldier 
died in the casualty clearing station it indicates that he was severely 
wounded, otherwise he would have been evacuated to one of the 
“proper” hospitals in the rear. The headstone inscription reads: “Loved 
by all who knew him. Dearly missed by his wife and son.” 

‘Stivelooms’ (in background on photo)

Croonaert Chapel Cemetery

George Hoskins
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Heswall Senior Swimmers meet every  
Friday between 9.00 and 11.00 at  
Calday Grange School Swimming Pool, 
Gourleys Lane, West Kirby.

If you just want some gentle exercise or a 
good workout along with a social occasion, 
then Heswall Senior Swimmers is for you.

The Club also has three social events 
each year, with a Christmas Party in  
December at Thornton Hall Hotel, our  
AGM and Lunch at The Royal Liverpool  
Golf Club in April and a Summer Luncheon 
at various venues.

For further details please contact  
Geoff on: 0151 216 8023 or Judith on: 
0151 929 5751

For a trial you are invited for a free swim, 
just inform Geoff or Judith of the date you 
wish to come so that they can arrange for 
someone to welcome you when you arrive 
at the pool.

Heswall 
Senior 

Swimmers

Heswall Probus
Men	are	you	bored?		

Missing	banter	with	work	
colleagues?	Then	meet	

like-minded	chaps	who	live	
locally.	Join	in	a	range	of	
activities	in	a	friendly		
environment.	Why	not	
meet	us	for	coffee	at	the	

URC	Church	Hall		
(by	Tesco)	on	every	
Wednesday	10-11am		

or	go	to		
www.heswallprobus.co.uk 

for	more	info.

Novices and mature  
learners encouraged

PC,	laptop	or	tablet	(including	iPad)
One-to-one	lessons	in	your	own	

home

Gift	vouchers	–	a	perfect		
gift	for	grandparents

Home Computer Tutor

Sue Freeman
0151 648 2955
info@computertutor.biz
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Established for over 9 years, The Gift Room Heswall has recently  
changed hands. Paul Gray and wife Vivienne are the new owners with  

sister-in-law Diane Dalton operating the day to day running of the shop.

The business is very much family run and offers a wide range of  
luxury cards and gifts, many of which are hand crafted by local and  

national suppliers, all exclusive to the Heswall area. 

Their extensive range of Joma jewellery, Katie Loxton bags and  
luxury candles make the perfect and affordable gift for any occasion.

 

Festive Favourites
There’s a crispness in the air and summer seems but a distant 
memory. So we can pack the rosé wines away for the winter 
and dig out the big wines, because Christmas is just around the 
corner. Below are six wines which are always yuletide favourites 
at Whitmore & White.

Vilarnau Cava Brut £12.95
With its Gaudi-inspired bottle design, this wine catches the eye. 
Once opened though there’s the double delight in that it tastes 
absolutely heavenly. Made in the same way as Champagne, this 
is a richer style compared to Proseccos and a more serious wine 
overall. Great to open up on Christmas or Boxing Day morning.

Casa Silva Angostura Chardonnay £15.95
A full bodied, rich and ripe style of Chardonnay. Not like the oak 
monsters they used to make in the late 1980s up to the late 
1990s, but a more rounded, voluptuous style. Toasty and buttery 
with layers of tropical fruit. This goes very nicely with turkey or 
goose if you aren’t a fan of red.

Chateau La Croix de Grezard £16.95
A classic and classy Christmas claret. Medium – full bodied, with 
blackberry and blackcurrant fruit, cedar wood notes and fine 
tannins. This is lovely with the richness of a Christmas dinner. 
Moreover with those delicious pigs in blankets.

Beronia Rioja Reserva £16.95
Our most popular Rioja by far since we opened almost five years 
ago. It’s smooth and ripely fruited with strawberry and raspberry 
notes. If a wine can be described as lush then this is it. If you 
were foregoing the standard turkey or goose this year, then lamb 
would be the perfect partner at the Christmas table.

Charles Smith The Velvet Devil Merlot £16.95
Probably our best selling red wine. It is quite literally velvety 
smooth. This makes it very versatile; it can be drunk on its own 
or with food and wouldn’t look out of place on any festive table. 
Personally I would suggest leaving it until Boxing Day to have 
with whatever can be cobbled together after Christmas Day. 
Turkey and ham pie for example. A great match.

Quinta do Noval Late Bottled Vintage Port £24.95
There are many ports out there over the festive period from 
most of the well-known port shippers. Most have a certain style 
which is reflected in the price you pay. This Quinta do Noval Port 
though is a serious port. Almost a vintage port in character, but 
at half the price. Top-notch port is well worth paying that little 
extra for. And why not at this time of year. Have this with a  
mature Cheddar, if there’s any room after the Christmas pudding.

Best wishes from all at Whitmore & White 
over the festive season.

By Graham Simpson, Whitmore & White

W NE COLUMN



ROWE FITTED INTERIORS
BESPOKE KITCHENS & BEDROOMS

120 Market Street, Hoylake, Wirral CH47 3BH
Opening hours: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, Sat 10am-4pm

Tel: 0151 632 1670 • Website: www.rowefittedinteriors.co.uk

Free Quooker 
flex tap with any 

kitchen order 
before the end 

of 2018. 
Minimum spend and T&C’s apply.

New
Masterclass

Kitchen display
coming soon





Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road, 
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH

T: 0151 625 6256
www.serenity-clinic.co.uk

Fast Fix Festive Beauty

Christmas-tide	and	time	wait	for	no	man	and	–	unless	you’re	one	
of	the	very	small	minority	who	have	everything	bought,	wrapped,	
decorated	and	prepared	by	the	end	of	October	–	you’re	probably	so	
busy	juggling	that	shopping	list,	social	engagements,	children,	etc.,	
that	any	all-important	‘me	time’	is	slipping	away.	Here	are	some	fast	
festive	fixes	to	help	you	sparkle	and	shine:

Quick tips: 

We’ve	all	done	it:	ten	minutes	before	you’re	due	out	you	notice	your	
nail	polish	is	chipped,	so	slap	on	a	new	coat	only	to	smudge	it	as	
you	zip	up	your	dress	or	put	on	shoes.	Make	life	easier	and	opt	for	
salon	gel,	Shellac	or	acrylic	nails.	A	fast	treatment,	they	dry	instantly	
–	so	you	don’t	have	to	wait	around	–	and	last	for	a	minimum	of	two	
weeks	so	they’ll	see	you	right	through	party	season.	Nails	are	also	a	
great	way	to	add	instant	glamour.	Choose	understated	nudes,	bold	
reds	and	blues	from	this	season’s	palettes	or	sparkle	with	metallics	
or	Shellac	CND	Rockstar	nails	for	a	really	festive	feel.		

Beauty in a (f)lash:  

Lash	enhancements	are	a	must	in	terms	of	saving	time	and	avoiding	
the	‘mascara	panda’	look.	Lash	perming	adds	curl	and	thickness,	
while	lash	enhancements	(ranging	from	weekend	lashes	to		
semi-permanent	individual	lashes)	add	volume	and	thickness	for	
weeks	if	not	longer.	Taking	only	an	hour	to	apply,	the	time	they		
save	on	a	daily	basis	is	well	worth	it.	Fuller,	longer,	thicker	lashes	
also	give	the	impression	of	lifting	the	eyes	to	produce	a		
rejuvenating	effect	in	terms	of	both	tiredness	and	ageing.	

Fast facials: 

Most	advanced	facials	that	improve	cell	turnover	need	to	be	booked	
ahead	of	time	for	the	results	to	show.	But,	fear	not.	There	are	
some	amazing	treatments	that	give	you	fast,	visible	results	with	no	
downtime.	You	can	have	them	in	your	lunch-hour	and	be	on	the	red	
carpet	(or	at	a	party)	that	evening:		

The	Venus	Freeze	is	perfect	for	a	last-minute	lift,	with	tangible	
results.	It	tightens,	contours	and	plumps	the	skin,	reduces	lines	
and	wrinkles,	and	hydrates,	with	minimal	downtime.	A	non-surgical,	
non-invasive	facelift	you	can	have	in	your	lunchtime	or	while	out	
shopping;	there	is	a	fairy	godmother	of	facials!	A	one-off	treatment	
will	give	visible	results	for	at	least	three	days	while	longer-term		
collagen	enhancement	will	last	up	to	12	weeks.

Dermaplaning	is	a	great	option	for	dull,	dry,	flaky	skin	or	facial	hair.	
This	procedure	removes	dead	skin	cells	and	hair,	including	vellus	
(peachy)	hair,	leaving	you	with	a	smooth,	glowing	complexion.		

The	Heaven	mini	facial	by	Deborah	Mitchell	offers	an	instant		
hydrating	glow	for	all	skin	types	–	both	male	and	female	–	in	just	
35	minutes.	It’s	an	ideal	pre-	or	post-party	facial.	Gorgeous	Heaven	
Christmas	products	for	men	and	women	are	also	available	in	clinic.

LED	facial	is	a	quick,	painless,	non-invasive	treatment	that	has	so	
many	benefits	ranging	from	anti-ageing	to	reducing	the	effects	
of	SAD	(seasonal	affective	disorder).		

An ins(tan)t glow:  

Think	you	have	no	time	for	a	spray	tan	in	time	for	your	party?	Think	
again.	Salon	spray	tans	usually	take	at	least	8	hours	to	develop,	but	
with	the	St	Tropez	Express	Tan	you	can	be	beautifully	bronzed	in	no	
time.	St	Tropez	themselves	put	it	perfectly	on	their	blog:	“we	can	get	
you	from	desk	to	dance	floor	in	just	1	hour!”	St	Tropez	also	has	a	
range	of	home	products	that	make	great	gifts.	

Instant inch loss: 

If	that	dress	or	shirt	you	love	is	a	little	tight,	don’t	panic.	Body	wraps	
such	as	Shrinking	Violet	and	Universal	Contour	produce	noticeable	
inch	loss	immediately.	While	the	results	won’t	last	for	months,	these	
treatments	are	perfect	for	the	festive	season	and	are	very	popular	
between	Christmas	and	New	Year	after	overindulging.

The	Heaven	Bee	Slim	body	treatment	is	great	for	slimming,	detox	
and	skin	texture.	It	combines	exfoliation,	skin	rejuvenation	and		
lymphatic	drainage	massage.	It’s	also	incredibly	relaxing	and	feels	
like	a	treat	–	one	of	my	favourites!		

Make-up time: 

For	a	truly	instant	glow,	invest	in	some	new	make-up.	Bare		
Minerals	is	perfect	for	the	party	season.	This	range	suits	all	skin	
types,	feels	light	and	looks	and	feels	natural	on	the	skin.	It	covers	
blemishes,	evens	out	the	complexion,	and	is	“so	natural	you	can	
sleep	in	it”.	With	a	huge	choice	of	products	including	mineral		
foundations,	eye	shadows,	highlighters,	lip	colours	and		
mascaras	–	the	choice	is	yours.	With	such	gorgeous	colours	and	
ranges,	Bare	Minerals	make	fantastic	Christmas	presents,	too,	all	
available	from	prestigious	local	high	street	clinics	and	spas	–		
without	the	need	to	traipse	over	to	town.	Don’t	forget	your	local		
high	street	shops	can	also	offer	time-saving	exclusive	gift	vouchers	
that	can	even	be	posted	out	to	you	so	you	won’t	even	need	to		
gift-wrap.	Now	there’s	time	saving	for	you!

Wishing	you	all	a	healthy,	Happy	Christmas	and	New	Year		

Love	&	Hugs	

Tracey
Tracey Locke, Lead Clinician									
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DEREK MASSEY & SONS
Butchers and Licensed Game Dealers

182d Telegraph Rd, Heswall CH60 0AJ 
Telephone: 0151 342 5646

Open Monday to Friday 8am – 5pm and Saturday 8am – 3pm

We would like to wish all our customers 
a very happy Christmas and New Year.

We have a superb range of meats, many 
of which are locally sourced, together 
with an extensive range of 
condiments and preserves.

Now taking

orders for 

Christmas

Derek Massey & Sons was established in Milner Road, Heswall in 1968.  
In 1981 we moved to the corner of Telegraph Road and Dowham Road  
South (see picture below), before moving to our current shop in 1994.  

We are proud to be celebrating 50 years as your independent local butcher



Is Back Pain Holding You Back?
According to a recent report carried out by 
The British Pain Society there are ten million 
chronic pain sufferers in Britain alone which 
affects not only their social life but interferes 
with their working life. Back pain costs the 
UK billions of pounds in health bills, loss of 
earnings and lost productivity. However, many 
people in the UK who are unable to work due 
to back pain are not covered by this or by 
allowances. Instead these sufferers are reliant 
on their partner or early retirement.

Following a recent survey, British businesses 
lose an estimated 4.9 million days from  
employee absence due to work related back 
pain. The North East suffers more than most, 
with two people in every hundred having to 
cope with the condition. As a result, each  
affected employee takes 19 days off work, 
which in turn puts the business at stake.

GPs tend to refer patients to chiropractors, 
physiotherapists, acupuncturists and in some 
cases suggest surgery. In recent studies 
carried out by the NHS there has been a 
significant increase in teenagers suffering 
with back pain. This age group costs the NHS 
nearly £4billion per year alone working out at 
an average of £8,000 per teenager. Despite 
this the number of back pain sufferers is still 
prominent with treatment showing no guarantee 
of success. Bowen Therapy is an alternative 
therapy which has slowly but surely been 
sweeping the nation over the last 20 years.

The Bowen Technique is a natural, drug-free 
non-invasive complementary therapy which 
was invented in Australia and introduced to 
the UK in the 1990s. Bowen Therapy has a 
particularly strong record of success in the 
treatment of back pain. A national study,  
carried out by The Bowen Therapy  
Professional Association (BTPA), showed  
that 95 per cent of back pain sufferers  
experienced either complete relief or a marked 
improvement, after a series of no more than 
three Bowen treatments.

It prides itself on being able to trigger the 
body’s own healing systems. Rather than 
‘making’ the body change, Bowen ‘asks’ the 
body to recognise and make the changes it 
requires. With primarily fingers and thumbs, 
the Bowen practitioner makes small, rolling 
movements over muscles, tendons, ligaments 
and soft tissue at precise points on the body, 
using only the amount of pressure appropriate 
for that individual. No hard-tissue manipulation 
or force is needed or used. Between each  
set of moves, the body is allowed to rest for  
a few minutes, to allow it to absorb the  
information it has received and initiate the 
healing process.

Bowen is generally pleasant to receive, each 
session lasting 30 – 60 minutes, depending 
on the age of the client and the nature of 
their condition. Many clients become so  
relaxed they fall asleep during the treatment.

Short-term (acute) injury may be resolved in one 
to three Bowen treatments, while long-standing 
(chronic) conditions may require longer. A gap 
of five to ten days is recommended between 
Bowen sessions; so that the body can process 
the subtle information it has been given. 
Once the healing process is underway, the 
treatment would have taken the relief off your 
back meaning you can carry out activities in 
and outside of the workplace which you had 
on hold. As well as back pain Bowen Therapy 
also may help with a host of other health  
issues such as: frozen shoulders, sports 
injuries, whiplash, migraine, hay fever, asthma, 
IBS, fertility matters to name but a few.

Adventurer Bear Grylls explains: “Bowen 
Therapy has helped keep my body together 
despite the continual bashing it takes. It’s a 
vital support in putting right a whole range 
of new aches and pains, making sure that old 
injuries don’t cause me problems, and helping 
me fight stress and fatigue.”

As with many other alternative therapies the 
success of a treatment mainly depends on 
visiting a legitimate, well trained practitioner, 
who is a member of BTPA (The Bowen 
Therapy Professional Association). BTPA is 
the largest UK professional association for 
qualified Bowen Therapists. Members of this 
association are qualified in Anatomy and 
Physiology and First Aid. They are also fully 
insured, abide by a strict code of conduct and 
ethics and are committed to a programme of 
continuing professional development.

To find out more about how  
Bowen Therapy can help you, 
contact Nicholas Tobin on  
0749 659 6969

Email: ask@bowentherapy.org.uk

www.bowentherapy.org.uk

ADVERTISING FEATURE
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I took Chris and Annie to 
see Alan one day, he was 
residing in a boat called 
the Scharhorn, moored at 
Penrhyn dock, as caretaker. 
When we arrived we just 
saw a pair of feet sticking 
out from under a car. I 
shouted: “Alan Kitchen!” 
“I’ll be with you in a 
minute,” came the reply. 
This man was six-foot tall 
and over eighty years of 
age. He was so pleased 
to see us; he gave us a 
guided tour of his charge, 

fed and watered us and didn’t want us to go. Alan’s boat the Lassie 
has been completely restored and he is a member of the Nobby 
Owners Association.

After an embarrassing collision with the seldom seen buoy, one 
dark morning during the war, one of the fishermen, said on coming 
ashore: “I hit a German submarine this morning.”

Another incident involved a Heswall fisherman who had a habit of 
loosening off the chain before starting the engine (which apparently 
was a devil to start) and drifting down, side on to the tide. While he 
was occupied under the cabin top trying to start it in the pitch dark, 
all of a sudden a dirty big bowsprit crashes through the side of his 
boat, narrowly missing his head and nearly capsizing him. Shouting 
and bawling, he clawed his way up in the cockpit, only to see  
another boat has impaled him. I don’t know the outcome of that. 

Bill and Ben Evans worked a nobby called the Cricket. She was 
very low in the water – if you saw them from a distance, you would 
think they were standing on the water. Chris told me once that 
someone had said: “When the Cricket was steaming, a sparrow 
could drink off the counter (stem).” Bill and Ben finally sold her and 
bought the Helen III the very finest example of a 32-foot nobby I 
have ever seen. She had a 15HP petrol/paraffin engine. She was 
worked on the Dee for a good few years and changed ownership 
three or four times. Gordon Armitage worked her in the river last, 
then moved up to Isle of Skye and took her with him (by then she 
had a 46HP Lister diesel installed).

After a few years passed she became surplus to requirements and 
was sold to Joe Pennington in the Isle of Man. Joe retired her and 
rigged her for sailing and comfort. He joined the Nobby Owners  
Association and brought her to Liverpool for the annual nobby race.

He also sailed her to Brest in France, to take part in the traditional 
boat festival. Joe owned the Helen III for about four years, then sold 
it recently to Gordon Amitage’s son Andrew, who is working it back on 
the Dee – so that’s full circle! She’s since been sold again, still local.

The Evans families of Heswall numbered about 13. There was 
Bill and Ben (Bill was known as ‘Billie doctor’), and they owned the 
Cricket and Helen III. Then there were four brothers: Dick, Laddie, 
Henry and Jack, and also some sisters. Between them they owned 
Silver Foam, Foam, Ada, Mary, Betty (the Betty was the biggest 
nobby in the entire fleet), Polly and latterly the Josephine, bought 
from Monty Smith about 1950 something. Henry’s son, Young Hen 
as he was known, now owns the Venture, a 28-foot nobby which is 
working from Dawpool.

Then there is Ronnie and Maurice. Ronnie practically owned all 
the boats on the Dee for a short while before selling them – he even 
owned Welshgirl once. He gave up shrimping and moved to North 
Wales. Maurice had the boatyard at Heswall, for many years. He 
was a fine boat repairer and l believe he built one or two as well. 
Maurice was forced to sell the yard, owing to bad health. There are 
probably boats that I’ve missed but this is how I remembered it.

Continuing our serialisation of  
Geoff Andrews’ fascinating book, 

Memories of a Lifetime Past,  
about the life and times of Parkgate  

fishermen, Chris and Jim Peters
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Find the Bear on Facebook (Big Bear & Co: Kitchen and Floor  
Install Specialists) or say hello by phone or email, we’re here to help.

We promise not to leave any paw prints in your home.

Telephone: 07986 949001 
Email: hellobigbear@icloud.com

Big Bear & Co
Kitchen and Floor Install Specialists

We install and fit kitchens and floors. We do both perfectly. 
We have been doing it for over 25 years. We can save you money.

We understand buying a new floor and particularly a kitchen from 
a national retailer (Wickes, Magnet, Ikea, B&Q or other) can be a 
very expensive and confusing business. The myriad of options, the 
‘cost’ of fitting - often eye-watering and totally disproportionate, 

or worse built into the overall price (nothing is free in retail). 

We can save you money and deliver a perfect install and  
fitting service that doesn’t damage your wealth.





Four Seasons in Bromborough has been supplying and installing 
quality windows, doors and conservatories for homeowners in the 
Wirral, Chester and the North West since 1992.

More recently we have expanded our product range and now offer 
not only PVCu products, but also specialist timber alternative PVCu 
products, aluminium and classic timber windows and doors, all of 
which are on display in our newly renovated showroom on Croft 
Business Park in Bromborough.

As well as our extended product range we have also had a  
showroom renovation and new website which is now available  
online www.fourseasonswirral.co.uk 

Below are some of our offerings in our Bromborough showroom:

 

Four Seasons are the Wirral’s ‘Premium Installer’ for Solidor.  
A 48mm thick composite door with a solid timber core which are 
available in both traditional and contemporary designs.

We are an Approved Installer of Residence Collection Windows, 
including the Residence 9, which is a specialist timber-look window 
and has been approved in conservation areas due to its authentic 
shaped profile, beading options and glazing bars, traditional furniture 
range, fully mechanically jointed frame and 100mm front to back 
window. We are also able to offer Residence 7 for the more  
contemporary look.

 

Four Seasons are the Approved Partner in the North West for George 
Barnsdale who have been manufacturing timber windows and doors 
since 1884. They offer a full range of bespoke timber products from 
windows, doors, traditional sliding sash, bifold doors, sliders and in 
many different colour and stain options. They also offer a beautiful 
range of furniture for all of their product range.

We are approved installers for Origin Global, a British manufacturer of 
quality aluminium windows, doors, bi-folding doors and sliding doors.

Other Products
        

Reynaers Aluminium CP-130 and CP-155 Sliding Patio Doors

Aluminium Roof Lanterns

Classic PVCu Windows, Doors and Conservatories

Planning a large renovation, extension or new build?

 

Why not book a showroom appointment to go through your drawings 
or plans, as we are here to help and assist in any way we can.

Visit our Showroom
14/16 Dinsdale Road, Croft Business Park, 

Bromborough, Wirral, CH62 3PY

Open Monday to Friday 9.30am – 5pm,  
Saturday 10.30am until 4.30pm, 

Closed Sundays and Bank Holidays

Call us on 0151 343 9876 
E: sales@fourseasonswirral.co.uk 
W: www.fourseasonswirral.co.uk
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Residents and staff at a Wirral care home knitted 1,800 poppies to 
commemorate Remembrance Sunday.  

The Hazelwell, a residential, nursing, palliative and respite care 
home in Heswall, involves residents, staff, and friends and family 
members knitted the woollen poppies as a fitting tribute to mark 
the 100th anniversary of the end of World War One.

Starting in March, residents, staff and friends and family have 
spent a total of around 450 hours – or more than 18 days –  
knitting around 1,800 poppies with it taking an average of 15  
minutes to knit each one. 

The idea was the ‘brainchild’ of Brenda Newey, the care home’s 
activities assistant, who came up with the idea as a positive way 
to honour this year’s special Armistice Day after speaking with 
residents at the home.

The knitted poppies were attached together on chicken wire in a  
striking structure which was displayed in a grand unveiling at the 
front of the care home on 8th November.

Brenda from West Kirby, said: “I came up with the idea after 
speaking to residents about World War One. Many of them were 
brought up in the aftermath of the war and grew up hearing stories 
of war told by their parents, so they felt a real need to commemo-
rate it in some way. 

“I had a nutty moment and thought why don’t we try and knit as 
many poppies as we can. It has been a fantastic way of bring-
ing the community together to pay their respects to those that 
have fallen. Residents, family members, friends, staff, just about 
everyone has been involved in knitting a poppy of some sort. Our 
residents have thoroughly enjoyed working on the project.”

Care Home Unveils 
1,800 Knitted Poppies

Fireworks
Having just been through Bonfire Night, if you’re a pet owner, either 
a dog or a cat, there’s probably one thing you’re dreading about New 
Year’s Eve. Fireworks can wreak havoc on dogs and cats. Dogs have 
sensitive hearing so they can be particularly vulnerable, and many hurt 
themselves trying to escape or hide. Approximately half of the UK’s 
dogs seem to have a problem with the loud noises associated with 
fireworks. Signs that dogs find fireworks challenging include trembling, 
shaking and cowering. 

Cats are masters of disguise so it is harder to tell when they are unhappy, 
but loud bangs can startle them and they may want to run or hide.

There is plenty that can be done to support pets during fireworks season.

Prepare a Dog Den
Dog owners should prepare a den for their dogs. Ideally this should be 
prepared a couple of weeks in advance and somewhere the dog feels 
safe, such as behind the sofa. Covering the den helps to protect the 
dog from the noise and flashes of the fireworks. Ensure the dog can 
access the den at all times. Healthy treats and a toy can help form 
a positive association with the space. Products such as appeasing 
pheromones and calming diffusers and sprays can help, but should be 
started at least a week before New Year’s Eve. 

Cat Hideaway
On New Year’s Eve cats should be kept indoors at night. This change 
in routine and confinement can cause cats to become upset and show 
unwanted behaviours such as marking, scratching and inter-cat conflict. 
Owners can provide a few extra litter trays around the house, to help 
with marking, and allow access to elevated hiding places and provide  
a bolthole. 

If a cat hides under a bed or in a corner during fireworks, do not be 
tempted to coax them out as they obviously feel safe and secure in 
these places. 

On New Year’s Eve
Doors, windows and pet flaps should be secured and curtains drawn to 
reduce the noise and flashes of the fireworks. Playing music or having 
the TV on will further help to mask the noise. The lights should also be 
kept on to further reduce the effect of flashes from the fireworks. 

Dog owners should exercise their dogs early in the evening before the 
fireworks start. If a dog gets worried by a bang and looks to their owner 
for reassurance, the reassurance should not be too effusive, as this can 
reinforce the dog’s neuroses. Provide a toy and focus your attention on 
the toy. If the dog wants to engage it is more likely the negative emo-
tion will be replaced with a positive one. 

Finally, a pet should not be punished at any time for their behaviour. If a 
dog or cat finds fireworks increasingly difficult to deal with, a visit to the 
vet could help further support their needs with calming medication or a 
referral to a pet behaviourist.

Did You Know
Did you know that Collecchio, a town in Italy, has passed a law that 
fireworks in their town must be silent to reduce stress to all animals in 
the town – not just pets. 

The Pet Column
By Abbas Hussain of Principal Pets

184 Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 0AJ • Tel: 0151 342 9635
Email: info@principalpets.co.uk • Web: www.principalpets.co.uk
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Gayton Probus Club is for retired professional and business men.
This year the club celebrated their 40th Anniversary, with a  

Summer lunch at Ness Gardens and a Dinner at Royal Liverpool 
Golf Club.

The club meet weekly in Pensby Recreation Centre, for coffee, 
conversation, bridge, dominoes, and table tennis and monthly for  
a speaker lunch at Heswall Golf Club.

Additional activities include bowls, snooker, quiz evenings and walks.
New members welcomed, please contact membership secretary 

on 07976657769 or visit our website. A warm welcome awaits

40th Anniversary

15TH DECEMBER 
Signing only Romesh Ranganathan

From 2.30
 

17TH JANUARY  
Dr Rangan Chatterjee – The Stress Solution

Talk and book signing
 

22ND JANUARY 
‘Crime and Wine’  

with Fiona Barton and Lesley Kara 
Interviewed by David Jackson

 
28TH JANUARY 

Laura Shepherd-Robinson – Blood & Sugar
Talk and book signing

 
29TH JANUARY

Gerald Seymour – Battle Sight Zero 
Heswall Hall

 
21ST FEBRUARY 

Dr Jon Copley (advisor Blue Planet II) 
Talk and book signing
Neston Cricket club

 
25TH FEBRUARY 

Tracey Thorn – Everything But the Girl
Talk and book signing

 
28TH FEBRUARY 

Crime fact and fiction
Professor Angela Gallop (started her  

career on the Yorkshire Ripper Case) and 
Alex Michaelides (The Silent Patient)

Tickets on the website
or call 0151 342 7290
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North Wales where Lloyd George practised as 
solicitor before entering politics. HK Taylor lived 
in London and specialised in coastal subjects, 
both in the UK and abroad. The dealer was 
asking £5,250 for the picture, which was not 
an unrealistic asking price considering today’s 
market. The great JMW Turner also painted 
Criccieth Castle but turned the castle around 
180 degrees as he felt it was a more pleasing 
image that way around! That, I think, is artistic 
licence pushed to its limits maybe? 

Big is not good these days! Small is now very 
good and flat is even better. 

Not such a long time ago you would join a 
local firm for a lifetime of work and probably 
not move far away from your home district – 
also probably not changing jobs often, if ever. 
Those were the days of accumulating a large 
property in which to live and fill it with large 
pieces of good antique furniture and pictures – 
size did not matter.

Accumulating furniture to fill a twelve-room 
house was all good fun… until you needed to 
move, when it became a monster of a task. It 
could also be quite emotionally disturbing to 
have to part with much-loved familiar pieces 
and see them taken off in removal van to the 
auction rooms. 

People these days might have up to a dozen 
or more home relocations and travel the globe 
in search of employment, but they still have 
the urge to collect and accumulate. My advice 
is this... keep it small! 

The first matches were originally called  
‘vestas’ after Vesta, the Roman Goddess of 
the hearth and fire. She is often depicted  
holding a mystical eternal flame in the palms 
of her hands; hence the brand of ‘Swan  
Vestas’ matches. 

I recently accepted two fine vesta cases for 
our forthcoming auction. They were used for 
carrying matches around and often attached to 
a gentleman’s watch chain. Vesta cases have 
a serrated striking plate where the vesta would 
be rubbed to activate it – bursting into flame 
to light your cigar or pipe of neatly tamped 
aromatic tobacco… ah, happy days! Be that 
as it may, these animal-form vesta cases are 
really collectible now. One is silver in the shape 

With Cato Crane Valuers & Auctioneers and John Crane Fine Art

All Things Auctioneering

Have you hugged a rare Penguin recently?  
As I write these pages by atmospheric  
old-worlde candlelight in the antique attics at 
Cato Gables, it is certainly cold enough to hug 
anything to get warm. Winter is here! 

John Lane (1854 –1925) was a book  
collector. Collectors rarely make good dealers 
or businessmen or women. John Lane opened 
a bookshop in Vigo Street off London’s Regent 
Street in 1887 selling second-hand books. He 
also published books in his shop called The 
Bodley Head – named after Sir Thomas Bodley 
who curated the Bodleian Library in Oxford. 
John Lane had married well, which kept the 
business afloat for many years. He was joined 
in his enterprise in 1919 by his nephew Allen 
Lane. But by 1934 all was not well at The 
Bodley Head and debts were rising. John Lane 
had died and there was lack of funding.

Allen Lane was looking for a new reading 
public and saw at Exeter Railway Station that 
shoddy, badly written novels and low-quality 
popular magazines were the only reading  
matter available to people of limited means. 
Allen decided that the ordinary working man 
should be able to afford to buy good classic 
and contemporary literature, hitherto reserved 
for the wealthy classes who frequented the 
expensive bookshops of the day. A new  
distinctive, affordable, recognisable brand was 
designed with bold colours and a penguin for 
the logo, with the contents written by  
prestigious authors. 

Ernest Hemmingway’s A Farewell To Arms 
was in the first ten publications as was  
Penguin No. 1, Ariel by André Maurois.  
Agatha Christie was another well-known 
authoress who contributed to the success of 
3,000,000 copies sold by 1936. Department 
stores, including Woolworths, enabled rapid 
distribution and sales. The Bodley Head  
Publishing Company and Allen Lane were  
now not only out of financial trouble, but  
flourishing and expanding rapidly. 

Nowadays a fine quality first edition of Ariel 
might cost you £50 to £100, but most titles 
will cost only a few pound coins for a reasonable 
copy. Do your homework first, though, and try 
to collect first editions and very fine condition 
copies without tears or torn spines. Copies 
without mildew stains are actually quite rare I 

find, as the early copies were on cheap paper 
to keep production costs down. 

A two-hour drive on the A55 from Liverpool 
to the village of Llanystumdwy near Criccieth 
in North Wales may not be everybody’s idea of 
an exciting day out with the family, but if you’re 
interested in political history, one reason to go 
to Llanystumdwy would be to visit the Lloyd 
George Museum. 

Political collectables can be big business  
and – more importantly – some political figures 
in the past can be enormously inspirational  
to young people, especially if they had  
humble beginnings.  

David Lloyd George was a truly inspirational 
political genius. His mother was widowed when 
he was very young and he was raised by his 
uncle Lloyd, a shoemaker, in Llanystumdwy in 
a tiny cottage. The young Lloyd George was 
extremely bright and became a solicitor, but 
politics beckoned. He disliked injustice and 
spent his whole life fighting it, introducing  
pensions and a health service for all. 

During the First World War, Lloyd George 
was Prime Minister. Food to feed the country 
was in danger of becoming in short supply 
and a whole series of pottery was produced in 
Staffordshire with a message from the Prime 
Minister imploring everyone to avoid waste and 
to be frugal with food.

Just as nowadays, many political souvenirs 
were produced and are probably worth  
collecting from this era of great social change. 
I have illustrated a small butter dish and a 
plaster model of Lloyd George entitled on the 
reverse: ‘The Welsh Wizard’.

The Lloyd George Museum is well worth a 
visit. There are thousands of exhibits there 
– a film to watch and his shoemaker uncle’s 
cottage open for visitors to see. You will need 
about three hours for the visit as there is much 
to see. And no visit is complete without a  
stroll along the banks of the River Dwyfor, a 
favourite walk of mine, where you will pass 
the last resting place of the only solicitor to 
become prime minister. 

Our next generation needs inspiration now, so 
take a day out, you will not be disappointed.

Note: Due to lack of funding this wonderful 
museum is under threat of closure! 

A recent visit to the busy NEC ‘Art and 
Antiques For Everyone’ fair in November had 
an interesting picture on show with a link to 
the subjects of the previous paragraph. It was 
entitled Castle on a Rocky Coastline 24 x 36 
inches and painted by Henry King Taylor in 
about 1860. It is, in fact, Criccieth Castle in 
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of an owl with a top hat being the sprung 
hinged cover and the one I prefer is brass in 
the shape of an ivory tusked elephant, again 
with a sprung hinged cover shown in  
the illustration. 

Rectangular silver vesta cases are fairly  
commonplace and be acquired at auction 
for £30 to £50 but on the other hand, those 
cases depicting animals may carry a hefty 
premium and will probably hold their value well 
into the foreseeable future – of course, you 
could put several hundred into a small box as 
you travel the globe as your career dictates. 

So miniaturisation now matters, as does 
‘high quality’ and ‘decorative’. Will your prized 
collection fit in your suitcase as you jet away 
to work in exotic destinations or will you have 
to fill your neighbour’s garage or a relative’s 
front room with several huge lumps of brown 
furniture until you return?

As with contemporary furnishings there are 
changes in tastes. Antique clocks are no 
exception. Only the finest of longcase clocks 
by good makers realise the best prices these 

days. There is a change in the taste for  
mantel and bracket clocks. Here are four  
small illustrations of clocks for sale at the  
Birmingham fair; which one would you choose 
to own? One is particularly rare! But which 
one? I will leave that for you to find out… 

Come and visit me at our Heswall office on 
Fridays – please contact me for an appointment 
on 0151 342 2321 – or I can visit you to see 
larger collections or to advise on downsizing 
or acquiring small desirable pieces. Prices are 
rising again in some auction houses where 
passion for antiques and giving a good service 
to people come before profit.

Cato Crane at 48, The Mount in Heswall Wirral. 
Twitter @CatoCrane website CatoCrane.co.uk 

Happy Hunting and a Very Happy Christmas 
to One and All. 
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Ambassadors Ball

British Heart Foundation

Jenni Bowden is calling on people in the area to help beat heartbreak 
forever by joining a new fundraising group in support of the British  
Heart Foundation. 

Around 44,000 people across Wirral are fighting a daily battle with 
heart and circulatory disease. Each year these devastating conditions 
claim the lives of more than 1,000 people in Wirral alone.

Fundraising groups are the face of the British Heart Foundation in 
their local communities. From running fundraising events to supporting 
schools and local businesses, organising collections or running  
marathons, they are a fantastic way to support the charity’s vital work.

Three years ago Jenni’s dad, Phil sadly died of a sudden heart attack. 
Following her tragic experience, Jenni joined the BHF. 

Jenni says: “My dad was so fit and healthy, so when he had a heart 
attack it was a massive shock for us all. It was then I decided to join 
the British Heart Foundation as a volunteer. I want to raise funds and 
awareness so that other people don’t have to go through the same  
life-shattering experience that my family did. It would be great to get 
new members on board in Wirral. We organise events and hold  
collections and have fun. I have even started running marathons,  
which is something I never thought I would do. And we do all this  
while raising funds for such important life-saving research.” 

Being part of the group is a way to meet new people, make great 
friends, get involved in your local community, all while helping to fund 
pioneering research into better understanding and treating heart and 
circulatory disease, and most importantly, having FUN! 

Hayley Gough, Fundraising Manager in Wirral for the British Heart 
Foundation, said: “Wirral is such a wonderful community and we are 
so excited to expand the local group and start up new ones. Heart and 
circulatory disease is Merseyside’s biggest killer. I think everyone knows 
somebody who has been impacted by heart and circulatory disease, 
which is why our fundraising groups are so important. Without them,  
we wouldn’t be able to carry on funding our life-saving research.”

For more information about joining the group, call Hayley Gough 
on 07823 337 995 or email goughh@bhf.org.uk 

Merseyside fundraising supremos Mandy Molby and Claire Gallagher 
hosted their annual Ambassadors Ball in November at Thornton Hall 
Hotel to raise funds for various local good causes.

The glamorous black tie ball, supported by Durastic Flooring, Integral, 
The Festive Decorators, Luxury Leisure Travel and Radio City’s Cash for 
Kids, was hosted by Radio City’s Peter Price. Over 350 guests were 
welcomed with a Champagne Reception, followed by a sumptuous  
four-course dinner. 

Entertainment included performances from the sensational dance 
troop Boogie Storm, Marc Kenny, comedian Josh Daniels and a  
fantastic set from Marcus Collins. DJ Charlie C kept the music flowing 
with a selection of floor fillers until the early hours. The highlight of the 
night was an impromptu performance of Rappers Delight by Liverpool 
legend John Barnes. 

 The event raised over £130,000 for the nominated charities and the 
Ambassadors are delighted that the event is set to fund various local 
projects.

 Celebrated artist Mackenzie Thorpe donated 15 limited edition prints, 
the sale of which raised £28,000 and will be partially used to fund a 
party for 1,500 children. 

 Pete Price showcased his exceptional auctioneering skills, ably  
assisted by Jan Molby, with some amazing auction prizes including  
VIP tickets for Olly Murs, a meet and greet with Alfie Boe, tickets  
to the UEFA Champions League final and hospitality tickets for Paul  
McCartney. Also up for grabs were holidays in the Maldives,  
Caribbean and La Manga.

 Mandy Molby, Ambassador, said: “The generosity of the guests,  
sponsors and prize donators has been absolutely overwhelming tonight 
and we genuinely do not have enough words of thanks for those who 
have supported us. The hard work and kindness shown tonight will 
ensure that we can continue our work improving the lives of those  
who are vulnerable, less fortunate, or in need.”

 Photograph by Diane Thompson

All aspects of roof work
Free quotes/advice

Work guaranteed

Credit/debit cards accepted

TELEPHONE: 07824 304684
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Finding the Missing Peace

By Stephen G Baker

Well, here we are. Christmas is just around the corner! How have your 
preparations gone? I hope you achieved what you set out to do. I’m 
nearly there.

It’s always a rush at this time of the year. Whether it’s getting as up to 
date as possible with your job, buying presents, or getting the food ready 
for Christmas, it gets hectic. I have the added task of running a series of 
Carol Services and Christmas related events. Why go to all the bother?

For one very good reason. Christmas is special. It’s special because 
you get time to sit down (maybe not if you are the cook in your house), 
you spend time with your friends and family (the latter can be a problem 
depending how well you get on with your family), you give and receive 
presents and the food is good (hopefully!). But, what is the real reason 
that makes the season special? Excuse the corny rhyme but ‘what is 
the reason for the season’?

The answer is: JESUS
The clue is in the word Christmas – it’s the CHRIST part that is  
important. This is Jesus’ official title. The title Christ means the  
anointed one. For generations the Jews had talked about the promised 
one as the Messiah. He is the one all the prophets spoke about (see 
Hebrews 1:1,2) when they announced God’s promise that one day He 
would send His Son into the world. The prophet Isaiah said, 700 years 
before Jesus was born, “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is 
given and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace”. Isa 1. 1.

When Jesus’ disciples realised who Jesus was, they were thrilled. John 
records Philip as saying, “We have found him, of whom Moses in the 
law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph”. 
John 1. 45.

Yes, Jesus is the promised one. His birth was predicted, as was His 
death. Unlike us He came to die. We are born to live, but Jesus came to 
die. The Bible explicitly states that “Christ Jesus came into the world to 
save sinners”. He knew this was His primary reason for coming as He 
is recorded as saying “…for this cause I came into the world”.  
John 18. 37.

So let me end with a personal question – do you really get it? Do you 
understand the reason for the season? Have you ever benefitted from 
what Jesus did? You can: if you turn from your sin, repent and trust 
Him to save you.

May I wish you a very happy festive season. May this Christmas be a 
really special one for you.

Listen, watch or read more on my webpage,  
www.findingthemissingpeace.co.uk

Award-winning Wirral novelist, Margaret Murphy, 
who pens thrillers as A.D. Garrett and Ashley Dyer, 
recommends two books per month, across a range of 
styles and a mixture of new and old.

THE CONSOLATIONS OF PHILOSOPHY by Alain de Botton
Penguin, 1997
Kindle, £7.99 ASIN: B002RI9DM4

What is philosophy for? The end of the year, traditionally 
a time for reflection, is as good a time as any to ask 
the question. Until 1997 I’d considered the subject too 
esoteric, too abstract, for a science-trained bod like 
me. Then I attended an author reading of The  
Untouchable, by John Banville. Alain de Botton was 
second billing. Banville gave a superb reading – and I 
do recommend The Untouchable: for its wit and  
wickedly funny commentary on snobbery and social 

class as well as for its serious and often deeply poignant moments in the 
story of Victor Maskell, Keeper of the Queen’s paintings, and Cambridge 
spy. But I digress...  When Alain de Botton stood to read, he seemed  
diffident, even a little gauche, yet his humorous, self-deprecating style 
won the audience over in an instant. I bought The Consolations on the 
strength of it and was charmed by his understated irony, and his honesty. 
His clear, uncluttered prose sets out the philosophies of Socrates,  
Epicurus, Seneca, Montaigne and Nietzsche, among others, offering  
consolations for the unpopular, the poor, the frustrated, the inadequate, 
and even the broken-hearted from these great thinkers’ lives and  
teachings – and many philosophers had difficult lives and brutal endings. 
Is it perverse to be consoled that even the deepest thinkers don’t have  
alchemical access to the state of bliss? Perhaps, but there is consolation 
in de Botton’s accessible, witty book, and in his conclusion that: “A  
virtuous, ordinary life, striving for wisdom, but never far from folly, is 
achievement enough.” 

SPLINTER IN THE BLOOD, written as Ashley Dyer, is now available.  
For writing and forensics tips visit Facebook @AshleyDyerNovels 
Connect with Margaret on Twitter @AshleyDyer201

THE CRAFTSMAN by Sharon Bolton 
Trapeze, £7.20
ISBN-10: 9781409174134

The Craftsman opens in August 1999, the hottest day of 
the year. Assistant Commissioner Florence Lovelady  
attends the burial of Larry Glassbrook, a coffin-maker. 
He’s also the convicted serial killer whom she arrested 
thirty years earlier. A master carpenter and funeral director, 
Larry imprisoned his victims – alive – in caskets he made 
himself. Clay effigies entombed with their bodies suggested 
a motive beyond the worst human depravity.

Sharon Bolton’s mysteries have always leaned towards the Gothic, and 
The Craftsman is no exception: Glassbrook’s burial is witnessed by families 
and friends who mourn his victims, reporters hoping to wring one final 
headline from the tragedy – and the dead. High on the Lancashire moors 
in the shadow of Pendle Hill, The Pendle Witch Trials, secret covens, and 
the dark arts act as a chilling backdrop to the murders of teenaged  
children in this gripping and suspenseful story.

Assistant Commissioner Lovelady built her career on Glassbrook’s arrest 
and conviction, and she’s still haunted by those deaths, so when Lovelady 
finds an effigy of herself, she begins to question if she was wrong all those 
years ago, and fears she is the next target. Bolton packs the story with 
clever misdirects and false leads, yet always plays fair with the reader and 
this unconventional story will keep you guessing to the end.

Shelf 
Indulgence

By Margaret Murphy
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CARS BOUGHT
• Local Wirral Service
• FREE valuation (no obligation)

• FREE collection
• Established 25 years

9 Mill Hill Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 4UB

TELEPHONE: 0151 648 5488
www.irbymotor.co.uk

Does your car need an MOT?

FREE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

There are car dealers, and then, there 
are car dealers! Established for over 

two decades, Irby Motors are car 
dealers on the Wirral you can trust.




