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Welcome to the October 2017 edition of Heswall Magazine – 
a bi-monthly publication dedicated to Heswall and district.
We are proud to say that this is our 50th issue.

The magazine is circulated free to homes in Heswall,  
Gayton, Pensby, Thingwall, Barnston, Brimstage, Irby, 
Thurstaston, Caldy and Thornton Hough. Additional copies 
are also available free of charge from Tesco, Heswall library 
and selected retailers, bars and other outlets. That’s a  
guaranteed circulation of 16,000 homes and businesses.

We welcome your views
Please let us know what you would like to see featured. If 
you enjoy reading Heswall Magazine please let your family 
and friends know: if not, let us know.

Heswall Magazine welcomes contributions relevant to the 
local community from readers and we invite you to send 
your stories and photographs to us:* 
editor@heswallmagazine.co.uk  
or by post to: Jon Bion, Editor, Heswall Magazine, 
Whitfield Business Hub, 188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall,  
Wirral CH60 7RJ. Telephone: 07796 945745

For all other enquiries, including advertising, 
info@heswallmagazine.co.uk or telephone 
Mike on 07584 064288 or Jon on 07796 945745.

Win a meal 
for four with a
bottle of wine 

at Silk Rd 
in Heswall
See page 20



Welcome to the 50th issue of Heswall Magazine. Our first issue 
in 2009 consisted of 32 pages and the size of this publication 
shows the progress we have made over the last eight years.

My background is as an artworker – I had worked for a number of 
advertising and design agencies across the North West before taking 
redundancy and becoming a freelancer in 2007. The idea for this 
magazine came about when I visited a magazine in Alderley Edge  
with a view to producing their publication (it came to nothing!).  
But, as a local resident who loves where I live, it got me thinking – 
would something similar would work for the Heswall area? After some 
research I decided there was a gap in the market – Wirral Champion 
was distributing less and less and other publications seemed to be 
more about ‘lifestyle’ than the life of our local area.

I felt that the area could not sustain a monthly publication, so 
decided to publish bi-monthly. With my father on board as salesman, 
we contacted local societies for content and businesses regarding 
advertising. The very first advertiser to sign up was Cain of Heswall 
(thanks Andrew!) and they still now advertise a couple of times a year. 
The first issue was produced in August 2009 and contained, among 
other things, a welcome from the Mayor, an article on Heswall-born 
John Peel and a look at Heswall Castle. Feedback quickly told us that 
people were really interested in the history of the area and that is very 
much a theme we continue to this day.

Sadly my father passed away unexpectedly in December 2009.  
Despite the obvious upheaval, I decided to continue with the magazine. 
Soon after, I was contacted by Mike who has looked after sales ever 
since. I am sure many of you know him from around Heswall. Mike is 
a real character, and I thank him for his help over the years.

I can’t let this issue pass without also thanking those people who 
have helped and supported us over the years. Firstly our advertisers. 
We have enjoyed continued support from so many of you and hope 
the magazine has helped your businesses flourish. It seems unfair 
to single out any, but I have to say special thanks to some who have 
been with us since the early days and continue to advertise today: 
Peter Lea Skip Hire, Bathrooms & Wetrooms, architects-direct.com, 
Broadway Vets, Wirral Estate Planning, Cato Crane Auctioneers and 
Irby Motors. We have been lucky over the years as I can count the 
bad debtors on one hand. Unlike some other magazines we do not 
ask for any payment up front and orders are placed on trust.

We have received hundreds of contributions and photographs over 
the years from readers and local societies. Particular thanks go to 
Jenny and Roger from the Heswall Society who have contributed an 
article to every single issue. I know these articles are enjoyed by so 
many readers and a massive amount of research goes into each 
and every one. Other contributors I must mention are local historian 
Greg Dawson who has contributed many articles of considerable local 
interest, John Crane for his unique look at the auction world, Fitness 
Queen Hayley Lundy for her regular column and Mark Kinnish for his 
pieces on Dale Farm. There are so many more I just don’t have the 
space to mention, but massive thanks to you all.

Thanks also to Smart Distribution and their team of local walkers 
who look after distribution to 16,000 homes and businesses every 
other month. We have the highest distribution of any Wirral magazine  
and it is completed in all sorts of weather. I must also mention Jo 
from LastWord who proofreads every single article (including this 
one!). As you can imagine, contributions can be of varying standard 
but she always manage to tidy them up and make useful suggestions. 
I take pride in the quality of our editorial and hopefully the mistakes in 
print are minimal.

That is just about all I have to say, but finally, our thanks to you the 
reader. We really welcome your contributions and feedback. If there is 
anything you would like us to feature, please let us know and we will 
do our best over the next 50 issues!

Jon Bion, Editor

50 Not out
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On reading a past issue of Heswall Magazine, I write in answer to the 
invitation from Jenny McRonald and Roger Lane for memories of local 
shops, (with apologies for extra snippets I have included).

My grandmother, Nanna, and her eldest daughter moved to the Wirral 
in the spring of 1934, buying adjoining newly built houses on Pensby 
Road. My aunt’s husband was away at sea at the time and she wrote 
with the news that she had a new home for herself and her six-year-old 
son and baby daughter, having moved from their house in Mossley Hill. 
My parents and I stayed most weekends with Nanna and when my 
mother’s other sister left to be married we moved in with her  
permanently early in 1939.

Almost opposite, on the corner of Rosemead Avenue, set well back, 
was Smiths the Bakers where Nanna would send me to buy a large 
sandwich loaf at fourpence halfpenny. These were baked in one long 
length and cut to size while still warm; each square end was loose and 
feathery, just inviting a small girl to pull some off and eat while returning 
home. I only enjoyed this once, because Nanna was very strict and I 
was chastised.

On the opposite corner, starting the run of shops, was Roots the 
Chemist, then Watson’s Post Office, sweet and paper shop, Hartleys  
the Drapers, Reddys the Butcher, and Duffs the Cakeshop where a cat 
was often asleep in the window. Next was Phylis Green, the Ladies  
Hairdresser, she was next door to a wonderful smelling chandlery.  
There may have been one more shop before the greengrocer at the 
end, probably where the library is now.

Walking up the hill, also set well back, was the large square building 
which was the original Co-op grocery. In the flat above the Co-op lived a 
pair of very domesticated gentlemen – I recall travelling on a bus where 
I heard them discussing their jam making. Next I remember Laurelhurst’s 
Market Garden, where Nanna sent me for potatoes and greens.

Set back opposite the Co-op was another grocer: the right side of the 
shop was run by Mr Lofthouse, and on the left-hand side, divided by an 
archway, was a drapers run by his wife. They were very kind to my aunt 

and uncle who had moved to stay at Nanna’s with an elderly relative of 
my aunt and my young cousin. After their house was bombed in 1941, 
Mr Lofthouse allowed them to what furniture they were able to salvage 
in his garage. A year later, Lobley & Jones Estate agent found them a 
bungalow opposite the Pensby Hotel where the family lived for many 
years. Many years later, after I had married and moved away, I visited 
my mother with my young son and daughter and saw a small sweet 
shop called Stringers had opened nearby, opposite Watsons.

With my cousin from next door, I walked up the hill each day to the 
Pensby Preparatory School in the garden of Mrs Crammond’s house 
in Ravenswood Road. We would go a short way along Downham Road 
North, then turn right into a cinder path where a gate in the fence led 
us into the back garden and the small one-storey school, which had a 
veranda and a lot of glass. lt was converted in later years into a  
domestic bungalow.

My cousin and I went to Nanna’s at lunchtime, but there was a rule 
that if children were out when the air raid siren sounded a householder 
would have to allow them shelter until the ‘all clear’ sounded. We took 
advantage of this once and called at one of the row of elevated houses 
just before Kylemore Drive. A tall gentleman answered: he had a caged 
canary and made us feel welcome, giving us a drink and biscuits.

Often there were lumps of shrapnel to be collected from the pavement 
in the mornings. Although I sat under the kitchen table losing a lot of 
sleep for many night during air raids with my caged budgie, thankfully 
no bombs ever fell near us.

From a shop on the corner of May Road opposite the Postal Sorting 
Office, I once made an unwise purchase of a chemistry set. On returning 
home my father said: “That’s not staying!” So it was returned  
immediately for a refund. My mother was very ‘easy going’ and allowed 
me whatever I wanted. It was only at weekends I really saw her as, 
along with other ladies, they filled the vacancies left when the men 
joined the Forces. She worked in the Customs department at Hatton 
Garden, Liverpool. On Sundays she baked delicious apple pies, and 
her hot sausage rolls were very rich – I still have the platter she always 
served them on.

What interested me was how, given our small weekly fat ration of two 
ounces of butter and four ounces each of margarine and cooking fat 
per person, she still managed to produce such excellent pastry. The tip 
was to boil the sausages the previous night and leave the liquid to go 
cold. Then, the fat which had risen to the top could be lifted off and 
added to the flour to make pastry.

Barnston Woods was quite nearby over the fields and I often waited 
for a friend there, entirely alone but never once feeling scared or  
nervous. On one occasion I crossed over Barnston Road and climbed 
a wall to pick a bunch of rhododendrons, although, of course, the road 
won’t have been as busy as it is now.

During my married life we moved house many times. We started off  
in Wallasey, then spent 18 months in Liverpool; we lived 27 years in 
Oxton and 33 years in Bebington. On downsizing four years ago, it was 
a surprise to find a property that suited me not very far from my  
grandmother’s house where I grew up.

Edith Blanchfield recalls her memories of 
shops in Pensby Road, Heswall in the 1930s

Edith Jarvis about 1935, outside 322 Pensby Road
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To find the answer to this question, and the benefits it offers to home owners, contact Parkgate 
on 0151 348 4111 or email: post@parkgatefs.co.uk or visit our website www.parkgatefs.co.uk

Oaktree Court Business Centre, Mill Lane, Ness, Neston CH64 8TP

There are conditions that homeowners need to meet before taking out any 
Retirement Lending plan:
•	 For	a	lifetime	mortgage	you	(and	your	partner)	need	to	be	at	least	 
 55 years old.
•	 For	a	Home	Reversion	Scheme	you	(and	your	partner)	need	to	be	at	 
 least 65 years old.
•	 You	must	own	property	in	the	UK.
•	 The	property	must	be	your	main	residence.
•	 If	you	have	dependants	living	with	you,	it	is	important	to	speak	to	an	 
 adviser for more information as lending into retirement may not be suitable.
The money released must immediately be used to pay off any existing 
mortgage	or	loan	secured.	You	are	then	free	to	use	whatever	money	is	left	
over for your other financial needs.
Your	property	must	be	in	a	reasonable	condition	and	over	a	certain	value.	
There may also be restrictions on the type of property accepted.
There may be penalties for the early repayment of the mortgage, except 
when this occurs due to admission to a nursing or residential home, or in 
the event of your death.
Mortgage products from the whole of the market are available and at Parkgate 
we have financial experts qualified to offer advice and guidance. We will  
discuss options and recommend the appropriate plan for your needs with full 
explanations in order to assist decision making. Parkgate are also members 
of the Equity Release Council, and as such, agree to uphold the continued 
development and application of high standards to the Retirement Lending 
market. With this in mind we have also negotiated competitive legal costs 
with Kirwans Solicitors, specialists in the Retirement Lending market.
Your	home	may	be	repossessed	if	you	do	not	keep	up	repayments	on	your	
mortgage. Early repayment charges may apply during the fixed rate period. 
Parkgate FS are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
To understand the features and risks of lifetime mortgages and home  
reversion scheme ask for a personalised illustration. There will be a fee for 
the advice The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances.
Parkgate FS have a qualified team of expert Lending into Retirement 
advisers waiting for your call.
Contact us on 0151 348 4111 or post@parkgatefs.co.uk for the best 
possible advice.

Oaktree Court Business Centre, Mill Lane, Ness, Neston CH64 8TP

A Guide to Lending into Retirement
As a homeowner, you may have seen the value of your property increase 
over the years. Retirement Lending is the process that allows you to release 
equity from your home in order to generate a cash lump sum, income, or both.
You could assist your children/grandchildren, improve your lifestyle, 
pay off a mortgage, consolidate debt, generate more income, or 
even move house!
There are two main types of plans available: Lifetime Mortgage and  
Home Reversion.

Lifetime Mortgage Plan
With a Lifetime Mortgage Plan, you take out a loan based on the value of 
your	home.	You	keep	full	ownership	of	your	property.	The	loan,	together	
with any interest, is repaid when your home is sold. This is usually when 
you need to move into long-term residential care, or after your death.
Reputable schemes offer the ‘no negative equity guarantee’ which means 
that the repayment will never exceed the value of your property.
Alternatively, interest-only lifetime mortgages are also available. With this plan, 
you repay the interest on the loan which means that the original mortgage 
balance will remain exactly the same for the lifetime of the mortgage.
Some providers will offer a ‘drawdown’ facility. This allows you to take 
smaller amounts as you need to, rather than a lump sum at the start.

Home Reversion Plan
There is an alternative scheme, which is a ‘Home Reversion Plan’. This  
requires you to lose the ownership of your home or a percentage of it. 
These plans are not as preferential as the Lifetime Mortgage Plans.

USE YOUR HOME TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

Retirement Specialist 
Advisers
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Here you’ll find a relaxed environment and festive atmosphere with 
great gifts for all your family and friends, as well as inspired  
Christmas decorations for your home. Enjoy a break from your 
shopping with a coffee and a tasty mince pie, or why not stop for 
lunch with friends. The Cafe offers light bites such as Poached 
Salmon fishcakes and Rarebit with Mushrooms, as well as daily 
specials, hot filled ciabattas and sandwiches.

Peruse our shelves bearing home fragrances by Lily Flame,  
heavenly scented soaps from France, scarves, socks by Powder, 
and the must-have Prosecco Lip Balm! There are plenty of  
retro-inspired gift ideas for the man of the family, and pretty gifts 
and books for children. To dress your festive home we have a  
beautiful selection of decorations, wreaths and garlands. Whatever 
your style, from traditional through rustic to glamour, you will find  
it here with fairy lights, angels, fairies and jolly Santas, and for  
your tree – hand blown glass baubles, elegant stags, cheeky robins 
and much more.

Santa arrives at 11.30am on the 25th November...little ones 
dressed as an elf to welcome him receive a free goodie bag from 
his elves…now that is a fun way to welcome Santa!

Port Sunlight Garden Centre – most definitely the place for 
Christmas this festive season!

The place for 
Christmas?

It’s Port Sunlight Garden Centre in 
the pretty village of Port Sunlight. 
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The Jackson Lees conveyancing team are based across the Wirral 
and Merseyside with offices in Birkenhead, Heswall, Liverpool and 
West Kirby. Our team of 26 is headed by Angela Hesketh, who has 
over 25 years of experience and knowledge of working in the region.

Jackson Lees was formed in July this year following the acquisition 
of Lees Solicitors by the Jackson Canter Group in May 2016. The 
two firms joined forces to establish a legal practice that now  
employs over 280 people.

Angela says: “Our team aims to have a fresh approach towards 
conveyancing with the customer at the heart of everything we do. 
We are constantly looking to improve the legal experience of buying 
and selling property, striving to make conveyancing more client-
friendly and taking the mystery out of the legal process. We work as 
a team with our clients, their financial advisers and estate agents.” 

Our Heswall team is headed by Gayle Hough who has specialised 
in residential conveyancing for over 20 years, with a short break 
into teaching for a couple of years. Since moving from Oldham to  
Liverpool in early 2000s and settling here with her family, Gayle  
has worked across the North West in Crosby, Birkenhead, Heswall 
and Ellesmere Port. 

Gayle qualified as a licensed conveyancer in 2002 and runs an 
efficient conveyancing service, helping her clients to move swiftly 
to their new homes. She ensures her clients are kept well informed 
and receive communication in the best way for them. We believe 
that this helps clients to stay in the loop, and we don’t slow down 
the process with unnecessary paperwork.

Dominic Byrne is a conveyancer who supports Gayle at our 
Heswall office. Taking time to understand his clients’ needs, he 
uses his best endeavours to manage their expectations and wishes 
when buying or selling a property. 

Dominic drives the conveyancing process, ensuring that the  
appropriate action is taken. He makes sure that the legal aspects  
of the transaction are thoroughly taken care of, to protect the 
interests of his clients. In his personal life, he is busy planning his 
wedding which takes place next year.

Gayle and Dominic are supported by Janice and Siobhan who 
deal with the administration for the team. Together they apply for 
searches, deal with exchange of contracts and organise completion 
day arrangements. 

Our expert conveyancing team are friendly and down to earth,  
able to keep smiling and pull together to ensure our clients’ home 
move goes as smoothly as possible.

At Jackson Lees we will act in your best interests, helping you every 
step of the way to ensure your home move is completed on time. For 
a no obligation quote, please call us on 0800 387 927 (also free 
to call from mobiles), or visit our website www.jacksonlees.co.uk

Reintroducing the Jackson Lees residential team

Gayle Hough Dominic Byrne
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Extending or renovating? Come and speak to us about how 
we manage a full programme. Our experience and expertise 
means that we can take you from initial ideas and guide you 
through the planning process. Our trusted contacts include 
building regulation officers, structural engineers, architects and 
experienced builders along with specialists in audiovisual work, 
carpentry and decorating.

Let Kettle Design take the strain, manage goods, services and 
trades and allow you to enjoy the process.

Gayton Primary School  
raises over £10,000 at  

their ‘Pineapple Fest’ Party
On Saturday 2nd September, during the final weekend of the  
summer holidays, Gayton Primary School kindly opened its doors  
to more than 500 local people for their ‘Pineapple Fest’ event to 
raise money for pupil Lucy Moroney who has been diagnosed with 
an inoperable brain tumour. 

Lucy was diagnosed in late July with a Grade 4 Diffuse Intrinsic 
Pontine Glioma (DIPG), which is a terminal, inoperable brain 
tumour and the local community have come together to try to raise 
the £300,000 needed for Lucy to undergo a pioneering treatment 
programme. Thanks to the initial money raised during through the 
Lucy’s Pineapple Fund campaign, Lucy has been accepted and is 
now undergoing intra-arterial chemotherapy and immunotherapy 
treatment in Mexico with her father by her side. The fundraising 
must still go on to ensure that little Lucy can continue on this 
programme of treatment.

The Pineapple Fest event included live music from bands  
including Tequila, Mark Lacey, Glyn Williams, Claire Walker,  
Lucy Mayhew, Ian Quesnel and DJ Dave Burns and many more  
and the field was filled with an inflatable assault course, a Nicholls 
ice cream stall, homemade cakes, donkey rides, a hugely popular 
Tiki bar serving pineapple cocktails as well as stands selling ‘Lucy 
Pineapple’ merchandise such as key rings made by the school 
children, T-shirts, bracelets and much more. 

Local resident and ex-international footballer Paul Ince also  
attended the event and joined in with fundraising activities. A team 
of hairdressers were also on hand for several children and parents 
who underwent radical hairstyle changes and head shaves all to 
raise money for Lucy. The overall amount raised at the event was 
£10,859.06. 

Gayton Primary School and #TeamPineapple would like to thank 
the School and Pre-School Staff, the talented musicians  
mentioned above, Adam Richards’ Donkeys, dancer Tayluer Amos, 
Dave Burke from The Sidings, Military Style Education (assault 
course), Gemma Weldon at Topspin, Heswall Round Table  
volunteers, Princes Food, KJl Cleaning Services, Dr Dave’s  
Entertainment Popcorn & Candy Floss, Mersey Garages Slush, 
Nicholls Ice Cream Parkgate, Alexandra’s Art Studio, Pam Davey, 
Jessy K, Mr Snips, Time Hairdressing, Dee 103.6 Radio, Sarah 
Harman, Volunteers from Fourth Wall Creative for their support  
and donations as well as #TeamPineapple family and friends, 
including an army of parent helpers. 

Gayton Primary School will continue to raise funds for the appeal 
with activities such as non-uniform days and charity walks and will 
be supporting #TeamPineapple to continue raise awareness of  
the campaign. 

To support this important cause, please find Lucy’s JustGiving 
page at www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/lucy-pineapple

Image by Steve Dodd of Big Cheese Photography

Wirral’s iconic Christmas fair to 
provide early festive cheer for 
North West Cancer Research 

The Wirral Bazaar, which has gone from strength to strength over the 
past 27 years, will open its doors once again this November, in a bid 
to raise thousands of pounds for North West Cancer Research. 

Taking place on Wednesday 1st and Thursday 2nd November at 
Thornton Manor, the annual shopping spectacular features a  
collection of more than 70 carefully selected stalls offering a variety 
of unique and beautiful Christmas gifts that can’t be found on the 
high street. The wide variety of stalls means that Christmas shopping 
can be done in one day, saving time with no ‘waiting in’ for deliveries.

Last year’s event attracted 2,800 visitors, and raised a record-
breaking £40,000 for North West Cancer Research, with stallholders 
donating 10% of their takings to the local charity which funds  
life-saving cancer research. The fair gives shoppers the unique  
opportunity to donate to charity while doing their Christmas shopping. 
In addition, the £4 entry fee and profits from the catering go directly 
to NWCR. So by simply coming and meeting friends for coffee and 
cake or a glass of prosecco, visitors will be making a difference.

The Bazaar is organised by a volunteer committee, their wonderful 
army of friends and family, and supported by corporate sponsors – 
The Mitchell Group, Cammel Laird, Investec, Harris Opticians, Guy 
Layton Williams, and Thornton Manor, whose help has ensured the 
continuing success of the fair.

This year’s Wirral Bazaar will take place in the Walled Garden  
Marquee at Thornton Manor on Wednesday 1st November from  
3pm till 9pm and on Thursday 2nd November from 9.30am till 3pm. 

In between shopping, you can meet friends and family for a glass 
of prosecco on Wednesday evening, or coffee and lunch on  
Thursday. Entertainment will also be provided by SingMe Merseyside, 
The Bunker Boys and Birkenhead School Chamber Choir.

The Bazaar is all on one level, so it’s excellent for disabled  
shoppers and those with buggies.

Entry is £4, or for more information visit www.wirralbazaar.com
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Eight years ago when we were asked to write about local history for the 
new Heswall Magazine, we had no idea that this would lead to such a 
long relationship and result in 50 of our articles being published.  
We shared our interest in the local history of Heswall through our  
membership of the Heswall Society, which has done so much to  
preserve the historical character and heritage of Heswall. 

Jenny is a lifetime resident of Heswall and has always had an interest 
in its history. She taught local history studies in Heswall Primary School, 
where she was a teacher for 37 years. Her involvement with so many 
generations of schoolchildren and their parents has given her a deep 
knowledge of the lives of many of the inhabitants of Heswall and their 
family histories. She has written a history of the school up to the time 
it moved from its site on the Puddydale in 1982. She was Chairman of 
the Heswall Society 1996–2000.

Roger developed a passionate interest in the local history of Heswall 
while researching the history of his house and its previous occupants. 
Trained as a PhD chemist, he enjoys applying his research skills in this 
completely different field of study. He leads the Local History Group of 
the Heswall Society. Roger is an avid collector of old photographs,  
maps and paintings of Heswall.

As very much amateur historians, we learnt an enormous amount as 
we wrote the articles; we benefitted from the feedback we obtained 
from readers, and also from the occasional corrections. It was  
fascinating to trace the history of Heswall from the mention of  
‘Eswelle’ and ‘Gaitone’ in the Domesday Book, through the turbulent 
lives of the Norman knights who owned Heswall, who were succeeded 
by the Glegg and Davenport families, the former building Gayton Hall. 
Oldfield Farm was another of the old halls we researched – the last 
home of Sir Roland Stanley, who died there in 1614 at the grand age  
of 96 after a very eventful life. Through the Heswall Society we arranged 
a very successful open day in Oldfield Farm, enjoying the enormous 
hospitality of Mary and Peter Johnson. We described the fascinating 
history of Pensby Hall built in 1668 and also arranged a very successful 
open day there, due to the kindness and enthusiasm of Dr and Mrs 
Dean. We have not yet found any information about ‘Far Hall’, the other 
old hall of Heswall, the site of which is now occupied by Farr Hall Drive.

The Lower Village has provided an endless source of material starting 
with the oldest building in Heswall – St Peter’s Church, with its tower 
dating from the 14th century. The inscriptions on the gravestones 
dating back to 1728 have provided information on the old families of 
Heswall, and we have been greatly aided by the Family History Society 
of Cheshire who have recorded details of every inscription. We also have 
earlier details of all the baptisms, marriages and burials in the Parish 
of Heswall from 1599, which will form the subject of a future article. 
We have described the lives of the rectors of Heswall from 1300 and 
recounted the tumultuous events of the Great Storm of 1875 which 

destroyed St Peter’s Church. Further articles on the Lower Village have 
covered the farms – especially farmer Henry Totty – the Post Office and 
other shops, wartime bombing, wells, inns and hotels. We were amazed 
when the Lambe family showed us a model of the Lower Village they 
found in their garage loft. It was as if all the old pictures and maps 
we had studied individually had come to life. It was produced by two 
14-year-old schoolboys in the 1970s, guided by Cannon Lee who was 
a renowned authority on the history of Heswall. This model has been 
widely displayed and admired and is now safely stored in Heswall Hall.

We have described the huge institutional buildings in Heswall which 
were built to take advantage of the healthy fresh air and fine views, 
providing a stark contrast to the smoke and pollution of Liverpool. The 
Royal Liverpool Children’s Hospital and the Cleaver Sanatorium offered 
open-air wards to maximise exposure to sea breezes, the only treatment 
then available for tuberculosis. The Akbar was built as a Nautical 
Reform School, replacing a training ship of the same name which was 
moored in the Mersey. Discipline in the school was harsh, and we 
recounted how Winston Churchill as Home Secretary commissioned a 
public enquiry into allegations of maltreatment. The Boys’ Club in Broad 
Lane was the temporary home of the Akbar until the main buildings 
in Oldfield Drive were constructed, and later became a holiday camp 
for the Liverpool Boys’ Association. There was a Girls’ Orphanage in 
Heswall Castle – a large castellated private residence enjoying views 
across both the Dee and Mersey on an elevated location now occupied 
by Castle Buildings, None of these buildings still exist, but their memory 
is perpetuated in the names of roads and housing estates, and in the 
case of the Children’s Hospital, the large clock in the facade of the 
Tesco supermarket, which now occupies the site, is a reminder of the 
original clock (which was, however, much larger). 

Many of the fine houses in Heswall built by wealthy merchants  
escaping the pollution and crowding of Liverpool and enjoying  
stupendous views, have suffered the same fate as the institutional 
buildings. They were demolished when the cost of labour to tend large 
houses and gardens became too burdensome, and the building boom 
and resulting steep increase in land values made redevelopment  
irresistible. We are fortunate that The Cave in Thurstaston Road, Hill 
House (Jug and Bottle) and Gayton Hall still survive, but we have lost 
The Roscote, Cama (The Knap), Dinglefield, Craigiebarns, Strathallan, 
Thornhill, Moorland House, and Dawpool Hall. We have written articles 
on The Roscote, Thornhill and Dawpool Hall and are collecting  
material on Cama and the other houses. We would be very grateful for 
any information that readers can supply on these.

Heswall History – 50 Articles 
and Still Going Strong!

Jenny McRonald and Roger Lane reflect upon the last 
eight years of writing articles on the history of Heswall

Lower Village model

Telegraph Road before the traffic
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Fortunately the heritage value of the red sandstone houses and walls 
which give Heswall its special character is now recognised and the two 
Conservation Areas provide protection. The demolition of Elder Cottage 
in Village Road provided the impetus to form the Heswall Society in 
1953, and we regret the loss of the Old Smithy in Dawstone Road,  
now replaced by housing in Sandstone Walk.

We feel it is important to keep alive the memories of all these lost 
buildings which were once such an important part of Heswall, especially 
for newcomers who have no way of knowing they ever existed. For this 
reason we prepared a book, Heswall Through Time, which contains  
photos of old buildings along with the modern day photos of the same 
site (available in local bookshops and the Lower Village newsagents). 
We were very pleased by the reception this book received. In comparing 
the old and new pictures, we made two key observations about issues 
that show how much Heswall has changed. 

Firstly, in the early 20th century there were hardly any trees or  
buildings in the elevated part of Heswall and the big institutional  
buildings stood out prominently on the skyline. The lack of trees was 
due to the fact that the land was originally heathland grazed by sheep 
and cattle which kept the vegetation under control. Of course, the huge 
tracts of heathland and farmland that characterised the views from the 
church tower in the early 20th century are now replaced by a vista of 
houses, except where the original heathland has been preserved on 
The Dales and the Beacons. Houses such as Hill House, whose location 
was chosen for the unobscured panoramic views, are now surrounded 
by woodland, and the Beacons have become mainly wooded. There is a 
constant struggle to preserve the Dales in their original heather-covered 
heathland state. How many people drive past the remains of the very 
impressive Gayton Windmill in Telegraph Road without realising it is 
there because of all the trees obscuring it? This increased tree cover 
made replicating the early pictures very challenging, but the abundance 
of trees is, of course, now part of the modern charm of Heswall. 

The second issue, which also made replicating those early pictures 
difficult, is the enormous increase in traffic. Many of these old  
photographs were taken in the middle of the road when there would 
only have been an occasional horse-drawn carriage or cyclist to  
contend with. To take our pictures from the same positions was  
extremely hazardous due to non-stop traffic, especially along Telegraph 
Road. And cars have become much wider – pictures of Telegraph  
Road in the 1950s show cars parked on both sides, with plenty of  
room for traffic to flow in each direction. This is hard to imagine  
nowadays with all the double yellow lines, and in any case it would  
not be possible to fit four cars of modern dimensions across the road 
and keep traffic flowing freely.

We have covered many other topics in our articles, including schools, 
doctors, the railways, the war memorial and the members of the armed 
forces from Heswall lost in First World War, the origin of the street 
names, Gayton Windmill, Dawstone Park, the houses and families living 
in ‘Gents Road’ (now Thurstaston and Telegraph Road), and how some 
of the modern roads came into being. Our articles on shops are always 
very popular, as these bring back childhood memories for readers. 

We have many plans for future articles. The Heswall Society has been 
donated a scrapbook left as a legacy by Daphne Wright, who died 
recently aged 92. This contained press cuttings from a Heswall gossip 
column in the Chester Chronicle, written by Daphne’s uncle William F 
Young	between	1904	and	1906.	These	provide	an	intimate	view	of	life	
in Heswall that will provide an excellent source for future articles. We 
would like to cover the geology of Heswall and the quarries which  
operated here, but this will require much more research. There are 
many interesting stories contained in the local newspapers from the  
last 150 years which we hope to bring to light in our articles.

We welcome suggestions for future topics and are always interested  
in any additional information, documents or pictures our readers  
can provide.

Watch this space!

Submitted by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com or 0151 
342 9269) on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was established in 1953 “for the 
public benefit to conserve the heritage of the Ward of Heswall”. For more details of 
membership and activities please call Roger Lane or visit theheswallsociety.org.uk  

Elder Cottage – now lost

No parking problems in the 1950s

Telegraph Road today
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Imagine never having to reinstall, patch, repair, or paint your garden 
fence ever again… A new and proven type of fencing is now available 
for residents of the Wirral to chose for their screening and privacy 
needs. Maxine Mitchell from Colourfence Wirral explains that her 
company is so confident in their products that they come with a  
25-year guarantee. Great news for homeowners who are tired of  
the costly, time-consuming, and never-ending upkeep involved in 
timber fencing. 

Wirral residents can now discover the many benefits of a fence  
that is professionally installed, will stay in place no matter what,  
and requires no more work than an occasional hose down to keep

it looking as good as new. It’s time to put down the paintbrush, 
creosote and wood stain, because you won’t need to use them ever 
again. And that’s also good news for our environment.

The solution is the amazing value Colourfence – made from one 
of the most advanced steel products – Colorbond steel. With its 
superior quality, Colourfence is an easy choice solution for garden 
fencing. Featuring an anti-corrosive coating, it is guaranteed not to 
rust. Furthermore, Colourfence is very strong and will withstand wind 
speeds of up to 130 mph. 

You	can	be	among	the	first	in	your	neighbourhood	to	install	this	
superior quality fencing that is sure to impress. Simply call Maxine 
for a no obligation measure and quote today.

For more information, visit Colourfence.co.uk or contact  
Maxine Mitchell, maxine.mitcheIl@coIourfence.co.uk  
or 0756 531 5123.

A colour fence without paint
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Wine – It’s not just Cabernets 
and Sauvignons
This month I thought I would show you five wines you wouldn’t see in many 
other places, except other independent wine merchants. They are rather 
marvellous and really interesting. With the influence of major supermarkets 
on the wine buying public it’s easy to get bogged down amongst all of 
the Kiwi Sauvignons and Chilean Merlots, especially when they are on 
“offer” for example. Now I am not eschewing supermarket wine, as the 
major multiples have done a great job increasing public awareness of 
wine. However, there does appear to be a dearth of “interesting” wines 
on the shelves these days. This is where independent wine merchants 
and the better of the larger wine merchants come into their own.

So let’s look a little further afield...

Tapiz Torrontes  £14.95
From the great winemaking region of Mendoza in Argentina comes what 
I would term a “wine of two halves”. When you first smell it, the aromatic 
peach and mango fruit is so much to the fore that you think it’s going to 
taste sweet, and whilst the fruit is certainly ripe on the palate, the finish 
is dry. It makes it a perfect partner to Thai green curry.

Agerre Txakoli  £13.95
Pronounced “CHACKOLI”, this wine is from the Basque region of Spain. 
It is light, delicate with citrus and green apple notes and is ever so 
slightly spritzy. This makes for a deliciously entertaining wine. Perfect as 
an aperitif or it will combine nicely with white fish.

Riverby Estate Pinot Gris  £16.95
We have a special place in our hearts for Riverby Estate wines and one 
of our latest additions is the Pinot Gris. This is the same grape as Pinot 
Grigio from Italy, but it is nothing like some of the dry and tasteless Pinot 
Grigios out there. This is much more in the style you would find from 
Pinot Gris from Alsace in France - rich and ripe, with cinnamon, pear 
and nectarine notes abound. It is dry but the nature of the fruit gives it a 
roundness which makes it a wine to be enjoyed both on its own or with 
spicy Asian cuisine.

Eschenhof Holzer Roter Veltliner  £15.95
A cousin to the Gruner Veltliner grape, this grape from Austria has a pink 
tinge to the skins which with minimal skin contact prior to fermentation 
gives a lovely copper tinge to the wine. It is dry, but like the Pinot Gris it 
is also ripe and spicy, with melon, pear and cinnamon notes. The acidity 
is there for balance and this is a very moreish wine. Works wonderfully 
with cured meats.

Garzon Tannat  £16.95
Tannat is historically a French grape, being the main protagonist in 
Madiran wines of South West France. These are usually tough and harsh 
wines which need many years to open up. However, this Tannat is from 
Uruguay where it has found its spiritual home, much like Malbec in  
Argentina and Carmenere in Chile. This is a full-bodied, spicy, black  
fruited wine with smooth tannins and a long finish. Perfect with a steak.

That’s all for this month. Remember to drink well but drink responsibly.

By Graham Simpson, Whitmore & White

W NE COLUMN

Win a meal for four 
with a bottle of wine 
at Silk Rd in Heswall

Heswall Magazine has teamed up with Silk Rd to offer a fantastic prize. 
One lucky winner will win a meal for four people including a bottle of 
wine. For your chance to win, answer the following question:

When refurbishing the restaurant, how many 
metres of rope did we use to wrap six pillars  
and a winding staircase handrail? 
Send your answer by email to: chris@silkrd.co.uk 
or by post to: Silk Rd, 166 Telegraph Rd, Heswall, Wirral CH60 0AH

Closing date Friday 10th November 2017. Maximum value including wine £150. 
Remember to include your full address, date of birth and contact number.

The League of Friends was founded on 17th February 1982 and is 
registered with the Charity Commission, number 512345. The charity 
runs a retail shop in Arrowe Park Hospital, which is staffed by four paid 
staff and approximately 60 unpaid volunteers. These volunteers range 
in age from sixth form students through to retirees. 

A wide range of items can be found on sale, for example, confectionary, 
drinks, sandwiches and snacks, ice cream, stationery, toiletries, 
postage stamps, gifts and cards. All profits from the shop go back to 
the hospital to help to improve the care it provides to the patients of 
Wirral and beyond. Shop opening hours are: Monday to Friday 9am to 
7.30pm, Saturday 9am to 4pm, Sunday 1pm to 4pm

Over the past 35 years we have provided over £3.25 million by 
way of grants to the hospital for the provision of patient comfort and 
the purchase of medical equipment. Decisions on grant applications 
are made at a monthly meeting of committee members. Below are 
examples of some of the grants we have given to Arrowe Park Hospital 
during 2017 alone:
Videoconferencing equipment for X-ray Department – £34,000
Ultrasound machine for IV Access – £11,400
Two bladder scanners, Wards 17 & 26 – £15,352 
ECG machine for Children’s Emergency Department – £5,377
Treadmill for Physio – £5,000
Two high-flow oxygen meters for Neonatal Unit – £5,170 
Anti-glare window screening for Acute Medical Unit – £4,000
One paediatric cot – £3,000
Two coffee machines for relatives attending A&E – £3,050
Dynamo mattresses for Ward 22 – £3,500
Installation of privacy doors and seating for Intensive Care Unit – £3,200
Four foetal heart monitors for Maternity Unit – £2,000
The League has also, for many years, paid £600 per annum for  
entertainment for the children’s ward.

With a shop as busy as ours we are always interested in 
recruiting more volunteers so if you feel you can help us in any 
way, please either pop in for a chat or call the shop manager Ian 
Fenna on 0151 604 7744.

Arrowe Park Hospital 
League of Friends
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Rocky Lane Dental Practice,
2 Rocky Lane, Heswall Wirral CH60 0BY

Telephone: 0151 342 7574
www.rockylanedental.co.uk

Would you go to 
the dentist to get
your hair done? 

So why go to the hairdressers 
to get your teeth done? 

(it’s not just hairdressers)

SPECIAL OFFER

A recent survey shows 45% of people have under  
gone teeth whitening with illegal providers. 

 
Only registered dental professionals are legally  

allowed to carry out tooth whitening.
 

When tooth whitening is done incorrectly it can lead  
to severe chemical burns, the possibility of scarring, 

tooth loss and in extreme cases it has been known to 
effect the ability to eat and even breath.

 
So if you want your teeth whitening please 

think carefully where you decide to go. 

   
 

Call one of our team on 
0151 342 7574 for more information

Deal ends 22nd December 2017

Usually £265
For full whitening kit,

plus fitted trays.
Full assessment included

to assess suitability.£175
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Hello everybody. I’m Ian Waring and I own and run Hearing Expert in 
Greasby. I’ve been helping people in the Wirral overcome hearing  
difficulty for over 20 years and I love what I do. It can be as simple as 
removing wax from the ear canal in a couple of seconds or as involved 
as fitting cutting-edge hearing technology to somebody who hasn’t 
heard properly for most of their life. No matter what the issue, if it’s 
hearing related I can help. 

We’ve got a two-day open event coming up on the 23rd and 24th 
of October. These events are sponsored by manufacturers of hearing 
instruments – in this case, it’s the American company Starkey. These 
point of these events is for the manufacturer to promote their products, 
so they provide me with staff and equipment to make the experience 
as positive as possible. It’s my job to get the manufacturer to throw in 
some treats for my patients, and in this case it’s an excellent gift. 

Starkey are a great manufacturer to work with – what they produce is 
not only cutting-edge, but they also provide proper support. The latest 
range from them is ‘Muse’, which is ‘backwards compatible’ or what is 
known as an ‘open platform’. This means that when the manufacturer 
updates products to make them smarter and faster, these updates  
are passed on to users at no charge. So you always have the latest 
technology helping you hear at no extra cost – it’s a win-win situation. 

Not only that, but during this event Starkey are giving away free 
recharging kits with their entire range of hearing instruments. With this 
kit you never need to change your hearing aid battery again – and they 
usually cost £400. The kit recharges hearing instruments overnight –  
saving you from the hassle of changing the battery and the worry of 
whether your battery is going to fail you at a critical or inconvenient time. 

Why not get your hearing checked out? It’s free and my promise to 
you is that because I am good at what I do, you will feel better for it.

Remember, if you hear better, you live better… 
Contact us at Hearing Expert, 86 Greasby Road, Greasby  

CH49 3NG or phone us on 0151 676 9993.

Hearing aid open day
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THE PREMIER SUPPLIER OF

LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS
ON THE WIRRAL

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY 7.30AM – 5PM  SATURDAY 8AM – 12PM

Find us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

TES Lighting
Unit 3   Arrowe Commercial Park   Arrowe Brook Road   Upton   Wirral   CH49 1AB

T: 0151 677 3318   E: sales@teslighting.com

Visit our website: www.teslighting.com

New Wirral Showroom 
Now Open



On 24th June 2016, Mike McCarthy wakes 
up to the news that Britain has voted to 
leave the EU. A committed European, he 
is shattered. Over the coming weeks and 
months, he takes a long hard look at  
himself, determined to uncover the reasons 
why this has happened. As he comes to 
terms with the inevitability of Brexit, Mike 
fondly recalls his visits to Europe as a young 
man, the relationships he made, and how 
these moulded his pan-European outlook. 

So, what made Heswall author P.G. 
Ronane write a book about Brexit? “Brexit 
has been called one of the great issues 

of our times.” he says. “Its influence has spread across the Atlantic 
where it influenced last year’s presidential election; Europe, where its 
shock waves affected national elections in Austria, The Netherlands 
and France; and across the world where the overriding feeling is shock 
and surprise. Brexit is the most searched for word on social media and 
hardly a day goes by when I do not hear the word in some context or 
other. Brexit is quite simply, a phenomenon.”

P.G. Ronane chose the novel as a format for his first book, explaining 
that so much academic and journalistic work was being written about 
Brexit that he wanted to try something different. He says: “The book  
is essentially a fictional exploration of British and European identity  
following the referendum which has left a country divided with an  
unsure future ahead. Catch 52 is not a political book as such and 
Brexit is the backdrop to the hopes, recollections, fears and aspirations 
of one man, his family, friends and colleagues. In many ways, it’s a 
mirror image of what’s happening in every home, workplace, café and 
pub up and down the country.”

The narrative is based around Mike McCarthy, a teacher based in 
Liverpool whose life changes because of the EU Referendum result  
and finds himself plunged into a world of political and social media 
comment. As the strategy for Brexit emerges he wonders where his 
future lies and questions his commitment to a cause that appears to 
have polarised and divided his country. The author explores the lingering 
effects of the vote in a witty, entertaining and nostalgic manner.

Will he write a sequel to Catch 52 as the Brexit talks unfold and  
Britain leaves the European Union? “Lots of people have asked me 
that question. So much has happened since the vote and there is so 
much more to come. There is so much uncertainty about Brexit and 
the world in general so I might wait a few years before I embark on a 
sequel; however, I’m sure Brexit will prove to be fertile ground for  
novelists and writers of all persuasions over the coming years.”

After three decades of serving as a police officer in the inner-city 
areas of Liverpool, P.G. Ronane retired and now works as an education 
manager. He lives in Heswall with his family. This is his first book.

Catch 52 is published by Clink Street Publishing and is available from 
all	major	retailers	and	online.	You	can	find	out	more	on	P	G	Ronane’s	
Author Page: pgronane.com or follow on Twitter @pgronane_author

Catch 52: An everyman’s tale of 
surviving in a post-Brexit world

What do you do when your love affair with 
Europe comes to an undignified end?

Book signing at Linghams.

The McGrath family had owned Dale Farm since 1920. They sold the 
farm at an auction in May 1973 and moved to Bodfari, a village in 
Denbighshire in Wales. The council bought the farm and, until a  
decision was made about what to do with the property, a caretaker  
and his wife moved in so there would be someone living there. The 
farm eventually became the horticulture adult centre it is today.

The caretaker was John, who moved into Dale Farm with his wife 
Diane. They lived in the old holiday chalet, next to the old farmhouse. 
This was a bit spartan, with no bathroom and only an outside toilet. 
However, the sheer pleasure of being able to take great walks across 
the Dales at weekends and seeing the wonderful views more than 
made up for any shortcomings in their house. John remembers seeing 
Lena Callister and her dog and told me what a lovely person he 
thought she was. John and Diane’s own dog was called Sabre. He was 
a sort of guard dog, although he would sometimes wander up Oldfield 
Road and surprise the residents with his affectionate greetings!

John told me that they left Dale Farm when Diane was expecting their 
baby, so their little Dale Farm adventure had to come to an end after 
just 18 months. I was lucky enough to meet them both a few years 
ago at Dale Farm when they came for a visit after 40 odd years away. 
They told me that their short time at the farm was one of their best 
times. They kindly sent me these photos of their time at Dale Farm 
back in 1973. It shows them by the old holiday chalet, which was  
demolished ten years ago to make way for a new extension, which is 
now a big dining area for the day centre. 

I hope you all enjoyed this piece. I had planned to write about when 
the students and everyone moved down the Warrens Nursery and what 
was going on with the building while it was being built, but I’ll write 
about that in another issue. 

 Next issue: The bad winter at Dale Farm in 2009–2010 

Mark Kinnish tells us about 
Dale Farm after the McGrath 

family left in 1973

Heswall Photographic Society’s new season  
started again at the beginning of September.

 If you are looking for a friendly, local  
photographic club then look no further.  

We meet every Friday evening at St Peter’s Centre, 
Lower Heswall Village CH60 0DZ.

We enjoy regular talks by guest and member 
speakers as well as regular competition nights. 

Why not come along one evening and see what we 
do. Visitors of all abilities very welcome. Admission 

fee includes light refreshment.

For more information check out our website  
www.heswallphotosoc.co.uk or find us on Facebook.

Heswall Photographic Society
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WE ALSO BUY NICE SMALL CARS

Wirral Small Cars is a family business established in 2001with the aim to 
provide a range of fuel efficient, low insurance, low road tax vehicles, 
prepared to the highest standards and personally sourced by Paul and Roz 
Kepke-Smith.
Paul and Roz understand that when buying a used vehicle, peace of mind 
is of paramount importance, and to enable then to provide this, vehicles 
are sourced locally from main dealers and prepared in their fully equipped 
workshops, RAC approved and guaranteed.

RAC APPROVED CERTIFICATE
Has it undergone a full RAC approval checklist including tyres over 3mm, brake 
pads over 50%, stored fault codes in the ECU, major service and much, more?

CAM BELT CHECK/ REPLACEMENT
Will your cam belt be replaced if its due? Saving you hundreds of pounds on costly 
and inconvenient engine repairs.

MAJOR SERVICE
Will it have a full major service? Will your spark plugs, oil filter & air filter be 
replaced, your anti freeze and brake fluid levels checked and topped up, your rear 
brakes be stripped, checked, cleaned and adjusted?

HPI CLEAR CERTIFICATE
Will it have a full HPI clear certificate showing that it has not been an insurance 
write off, subject to outstanding finance, on the Police stolen alert register or has a 
fraudulent V5?

NATIONAL WARRANTY COVERAGE
What happens if you have a problem whilst you are away from home? Can you 
use any VAT registered garage in the country?

FREE COURTESY CAR
If you have a problem do you get a free courtesy car to get around in?

If you buy a RAC Approved Car the answers are YES.

BUY SURE
WHAT COMES WITH YOUR NEW CAR

Our services include:
• Wills • Advice for the Elderly • Estates 
• Power of Attorney • Court of Protection
• Inheritance Tax Planning • Trusts 
• Residential & Commercial Conveyancing

Fixed Fees, Home visits, with no hidden charges

A Halsall & Co is authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority. SRA number: 50507

Providing legal advice and
assistance for over a century

507 Pensby Road, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 7UQ
Telephone: 648 7111 • Email: vicky@halsalls.co.uk

www.halsalls.co.uk
Offices also in: Birkenhead, Greasby and Hoylake



At Sarah White Aesthetics we are proud and honoured to have been 
shortlisted in the final seven of the prestigious Aesthetic Awards  

for the Best Clinic North England! We are the only clinic in the  
whole of Merseyside to receive this nomination.

Holmwood Drive, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 1AU
07764 615934 or 0151 929 5223  sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers



In the lead up the Christmas party season  
we are offering a range of skin treatments.
For the month of October we are offering  

20% OFF any of these full price packages:

Holmwood Drive, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 1AU
07764 615934 or 0151 929 5223  sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers

• Medical Grade Peels
• Radio Frequency
• Needling 
• Photorejuvenation
• Skin ResurFX
• Stretch Mark

• Thread Vein
• Dermalux
• Pigmentation
• IPL
• Medical Grade Peels
• Acne Treatments

Please book in for a free consultation
with one of our Aestheticians

Quote Heswall Magazine when making your booking

25% off Laser Hair Removal



Wirral

Making a Personal Injury 
claim has never been easier
With Complete Law you keep 100% of your compensation

Telephone:  0151 252 3137
Email: info@complete-law.co.uk 
www.complete-law.co.uk

Complete Law, Whitfield Business Hub, 184–200 Pensby Road, Wirral, CH60 7RJ. 
Complete Law is a trading style of Hayes Connor Solicitors.  

Hayes Connor Solicitors Limited is registered in England and Wales Company No. 8807178 and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 620332.

Our personal injury solicitors have a proven track 
record and specialise in recovering the highest 
levels of compensation. 

If you’ve been injured in an accident that wasn’t 
your fault, or suffered illness as a result of someone 
else’s negligence, we could help you to make a 
personal injury claim. 

All types of injury claim are dealt with on a no win, 
no fee basis – so there’s never any financial risk.

Our expertise includes: 

• Road Traffic Accidents  

• Accidents at Work  

• Slips, Trips and Falls 

• Cycling Injuries  

• Construction Injuries  

• Accidents Abroad

With strict time limits in place for compensation 
claims, the sooner you call us the better.

10
%

 of p
re

-ta
x 

pro
fits 

donate
d to

 

W
irr

al K
id

s ch
arit

y

Contact our expert personal injury 
team now and start making your 
compensation claim today.



A contemporary approach to a traditional profession.

Who are we?
We are Brother and sister team, Robert and Karen Quinn, born  

and bred in Wirral. Our parents created and ran their own  
funeral business. Now, having been raised in the profession  

we are passionate about, we have created our very own.

Our facilities
Our office is bright, welcoming and relaxing.   

We have dedicated parking and visiting rooms  
with private garden views.

Arranging a funeral
It can be a daunting task to arrange the funeral of someone  

close, particularly if you have never had to do it before.  
Not only are you grieving, there are many practicalities to  
address. It is our job to guide you as to what must be done,  
advise you how best to proceed and to make the process  

as straightforward as we can for you.

235 Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 7SF • Telephone: 0151 342 1477

www.robertquinnfuneraldirectors.co.uk

We would like to offer our congratulations to all at Heswall Magazine on the 50th issue

During November, as we remember those in the  
Armed Forces who have lost their lives, we are proudly  
supporting the Royal British Legion. For each eligible  

Funeral Plan sold up until 31st December 2017 we will donate 
£25 to the Royal British Legion; two good deeds in one.

Each plan is tailored to your needs, fixed at today’s prices and 
the money held in trust until the time of need. Look out for the 
leaflet in your letter box or contact us for further information.

Golden Charter Funeral Planning by
Robert Quinn Funeral Directors



Note: As the subscription year is from 1st December, all new members applying through this edition of Heswall Magazine will only 
have a single  deduction of £10 taken from their standing order which will cover membership until the end of November 2018.

Heswall
Society

Programme
Wednesday 15th November 2017

Rock around Wirral
Hilary Davies will give a talk  

on the geology of Wirral,  
beginning at 8.00pm

Wednesday 13th December 2017

Carols at St Peter’s
Church Gates

at 7.15pm

Monday 22nd January 2018

A Visitors’ Guide to 
the Mining and Making 

of Copper in Wales
Rob Toomey’s talk begins at 8.00pm

Monday 19th February 2018

Leila Dunlea-Jones 
of Tweed, Nuttall and 

Warburtons, architects 
for the extension and 

refurbishment of  
Trepassey Residential 
Home, will give a talk 

about the project
8.00pm start

 Wednesday 21st March 2018

Annual General  
Meeting, followed by 
magician Peter Turner 

giving his talk – 
“Sleight of Mind”. 

Meeting will begin at 7.30pm.
 

All meetings in Heswall Hall
except the Christmas Carols.

Why not join the Heswall Society? 
Complete their membership form 

on this page.

SHOP TO LET
Modern unit with charcoal grey
aluminium frontage, 205 square 

feet with onsite parking in Heswall. 
A boutique feel at a great price. 

For further information contact:
 Robert Quinn Funeral Directors, 

235 Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 7SF 
 Telephone: 0151 342 1477
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TONY’S
BARBER

SHOP
EST. 1970

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY

Modern and Traditional 
Gents Barbers

ALL WELCOME

• Day Trips
• Theatre
• Bowling
• School Days Out

• School Contracts
• Sports Trips
• Pensioners groups
• Weddings

• Golf Outings
• Day at the Races
• Holiday Feeders
• And more...

R&J TRAVEL
THE TRAVEL SPECIALISTS

We are a family run organisation with a 
reputation built on providing an efficient, friendly, 

safe and reliable service. We pride ourselves on 
our excellent safety and maintenance record.

Telephone: 0151 648 4206
Email: Jane-jenkins@sky.com • Website: www.randjtravelwirral.co.uk
R&J Travel, Unit 10 Arrowe Commercial Park, Arrowe Brook Road, Wirral, CH49 1SX

16 – 33 SEATERS

We have an excellent reputation for good 
care and outstanding value. Our pleasant 
country location offers accessibility and 

comfort for all and our soon to open café 
will offer another dimension to the care 
services we offer residents and visitors. 

The Chapel House provides Specialist  
Nursing Care. Our residential home  

Plessington Court provides 24-hour care and 
bespoke Day Care for people with memory 

loss. All our services are currently rated 
good by the Care Quality Commission.

Our team members are very experienced 
and include Admiral Nurses who are  

dementia specialist nurses. We provide an 
integrated approach to holistic care and 
a friendly personal service to each of our 
residents. We work in collaboration with 
our residents and their family to ensure 
that every need is catered for and as an  

independent private home we can provide  
a real home from home.

Compassion today 
and purpose for 

tomorrow…

Dementia Resource Community, The Chapel House
Chapel House Lane, Puddington Cheshire CH64 5SW

Registered Manger: Kim Dawson (Admiral Nurse)

Telephone: 0151 336 2323 
www.dementiaresourcecommunity.co.uk

Tony’s Barbers shop supports 
the charity Checkemlads. 





Auction lots, sales and revenues are growing and this  
long-established method of sale is becoming more popular 
every year. The sale of property by auction attracts a wide 
range of potential buyers, including first-time purchasers, 
owner/occupiers, investors, developers and builders. This 
method of sale appeals to trustees and beneficiaries, for 
whom it is important to show that the best price has been 
achieved, and those in charge of probate properties where 
often a programme of refurbishment is required.
Smith and Sons hold regular property auctions on the Wirral 

and offer a range of lots, including houses for refurbishment, 
residential and commercial investments, land with development 
potential with and without planning permission, blocks or  
garages, and many unusual buildings such as church halls 
and nursing homes which don’t often come to the market. 
Public interest in auction sales has risen dramatically in 

recent years, probably due to programmes like Homes Under 
the Hammer. People who have taken early retirement and  
released money from pension funds often seek an alternative 
form of investment and the buy-to-let market has seen 
strong growth, often with yields in excess of 10%.
Before purchasing a property, however, we recommend that 

purchasers take some time to read the auction catalogue 
either online or by collecting a copy from the auctioneer’s 
office. Also important is to inspect the property to determine 

its condition and location, and solicitors should be asked to 
examine the legal pack. Finance must be in place, as a 10% 
deposit is payable on the day of the auction together with 
a buyer’s fee and the remaining purchase price is payable 
normally within 28 days.
Sale by auction is a legally binding contract which suits both 

purchasers and vendors. It allows a degree of transparency, 
ensures the best price is achieved on the day and allows 
both parties to work to a defined timescale.

Smith and Sons’ next auction is to be held on 6th December. If you have a property that you think 
is suitable for this method of sale, please contact Annette Shelley on aas@smithandsons.net 
or telephone 0151 647 9272. We will be pleased to carry out a free appraisal to discuss guide 
prices and to answer any questions on this method of sale.
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Residents, relatives and staff from a Heswall care home bid  
summer a fond farewell with a special BBQ bash to remember.

The Hazelwell, a residential, nursing, palliative and respite care 
home situated in Oldfield Road, decided to make the most of the 
warm weather with a get-together in its gardens.

Summer officially came to an end on Thursday 31 August,  
according to meteorologists, with autumn now upon us.

Steve Devenport, experienced head chef at The Hazelwell,  
cooked up some delicious locally sourced produce, including  
burgers, sausages and chicken accompanied by some delightful 
summer salads.

Steve, who has been at the care home since it opened last July, 
was keen to ensure none of the residents missed out and catered 
for all of their nutritional and dietary requirements.

The Hazelwell was recently rated ‘good’ by the Care Quality  
Commission following an unannounced inspection by the  
independent regulator of all health and social services in England. 
The home was also named in the Top 20 Recommended Care 
Homes in the North West for 2017 by leading UK care home  
website, carehome.co.uk, with a score of 9.9 out of ten.

Liza Millington, care home manager at The Hazelwell, said: “The 
BBQ was a great success with Steve’s fabulous food a big hit! It 
was a lovely day and fantastic way to say goodbye to summer and 
hello to autumn!”

For more information about The Hazelwell, contact Liza on 
0151 342 9654, email info@thehazelwell.com or visit  
www.thehazelwell.com

Farewell to Summer

Taste of Christmas
Heswall Hall

Sunday 26th November
11am to 3pm

Food, Drink and Business Fair

Come and see what Heswall 
has to offer this Christmas

FREE ENTRY!
Sponsored by

Estate & Lettings Agents

Supported by
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During the 1880s and ’90s a number of German and Austrian families 
moved to England for a better life. Many settled in Liverpool and quite 
a few settled in Wallasey and Birkenhead where some opened pork 
butcher’s shops. One such German immigrant was Karl Deuschle who 
was married at the German Chapel, Renshaw Street, Liverpool in 1892. 
Karl and his wife established their own business two years later,  
opening a pork butcher’s shop at 35 Oxton Road, Birkenhead. 

They had three sons: Charles born in 1894, Frederick in 1897, and 
William in 1900. Karl worked hard to build up his business and bought 
his pigs from local farmers, smallholders and cottagers. Cottagers were 
people who had a large garden or maybe a small croft or two and kept 
a few pigs and a flock of poultry etc., to add to their low wages as, say, 
a farm labourer or gardener. In Victorian days there were quite a few 
cottagers living on the rural outskirts of Birkenhead. These local pig 
producers got to know Karl, or Charlie as they affectionately called  
him, and found he was a very honest and likeable man who paid a  
good price, cash on the nail. 

At this time my grandparents rented a seven-acre smallholding in 
Holm Lane, Oxton, from the Earl of Shrewsbury. They always sold their 
pigs to Karl, as did their neighbours, the Bennets, Whartons and others. 
Karl’s business prospered and he opened another pork butcher’s – a 
lock-up shop at 135 Price Street, Birkenhead. Sometime between 
1900 and 1906 Karl changed his name from Karl Deuschle to Charles 
Dashley and applied for British citizenship for himself and his family, 
which was granted in 1911. His oath of allegiance to the Crown went 
as follows: “I Karl Deuschle, known as Charles Dashley of 35 Oxton 
Road, etc...” All was going well for Charles and his business until 1914 
when the Great War started. The war made no difference to the attitude 
of his customers and suppliers to Charles because he was part of the 
community. Then on Friday 7th May 1915 a dreadful thing happened, 
the Cunard Line ship Lusitania was sunk off Kinsale, Ireland, by a 
torpedo fired from the German submarine U-20 by Lieutenant Walther 
Schwieger. Of the 1,959 passengers and crew aboard the Lusitania, 
1,195 perished, including 123 Americans on their way to Liverpool. 
Many Merseyside families lost relatives or friends who were passengers 
or members of the crew and there was obviously great anger and hatred 

of anything German. People could not get their hands on the U-boat 
crew, so they took it out on innocent Germans and Austrians living 
amongst them.

The day after the sinking of the Lusitania, anti-German riots broke out 
in major British cities, including Liverpool. German and Austrian-owned 
shops, businesses and houses were attacked, looted and wrecked. 
Birkenhead Police and German shopkeepers were expecting the riots 
to spread “over the water” and pubs were advised to close early. Sure 
enough, anti-German riots started in Birkenhead on the Monday night. 
The first victim was pork butcher John Swarb, who had his shop at 
49 Watson Street wrecked. Police tried to protect the premises from 
the mob, but they were stoned and overwhelmed by sheer numbers. 
The next shops to be attacked were those of Charles Dashley, in Price 
Street and Oxton Road. Charles was expecting trouble and had sent his 
wife out of harm’s way, but he stayed in his home above the shop in 
Oxton Road. When the mob broke in he managed to give them the slip. 
Most of the rioters were looters who had no idea who the people were 
whose businesses they were attacking. Charles actually moved around 
his home amongst the mob, collecting small items of sentimental value 
and putting them in his pockets. The rioters ransacked and looted the 
Dashley home and shop below, throwing personal possessions and 
furniture through the windows to the street below where they were  
set on fire. 

Charles made good his escape before anybody recognised him and 
fled to Holm Lane where my grandparents hid him for a while. They had 
friends and family members fighting the Germans in Flanders, but they 
still stood by Charles and looked after him. My grandparents had a  
large family and things were a bit cramped in their cottage, so Charles 
was moved into a neighbour’s house where there was more room. 
My dad was nine at the time and he recalled being told not to talk to 
anyone about what had gone on and he was not told where Charles 
was moved to. 

The riots continued for a couple of days and pubs remained closed. 
About 20 or so German and Austrian businesses and houses in  
Birkenhead were attacked, but in Liverpool the number was nearer 200. 

The Birkenhead Riots, Patriotism and Injustice                                                                                         
                                                                                                       By Greg Dawson

Thomas Evans, Chief Quartermaster and Helmsman aboard the Lusitania lost his life when  
she went down. Thomas, a former Parkgate fisherman, married Alice Roberts of Hillside Farm, 

Thurstaston and they lived at Marlfield Cottage, Pensby Road, Pensby. His granddaughter  
Valery Steel and her husband David still live there (opposite Pensby Petrol Station).

The sinking of RMS Lusitania

Some of the shops attacked and looted during the Birkenhead Riots in 1915.
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The vast majority of the rioters were only interested in looting. Some 
businesses had no connection with Germany or Austria, but malicious 
rumours spread and they were looted. In Exmouth Street, a  
greengrocer’s shop belonging to Mrs Jones, a very good-hearted lady 
who often did charity work, was looted and wrecked for no apparent 
reason. The shop and home of fried fish dealer Thomas Lincoln at 220 
Price Street was also completely smashed up by a mob comprising 
mainly of young women and boys. They looted everything they could 
get their hands on and used tablecloths to carry off stolen goods. Mr 
Lincoln’s shop was attacked because someone said that he had sold 
a fish to a German. Even some private houses were attacked, such as 
the home of Mrs Fuchs at 57 Bidston Avenue. The wrecked shops were 
boarded up and guarded by police. Pubs remained closed all week but 
there was no repetition of the riots and police got to work tracking down 
looters, rioters and people who had assaulted them. Some rioters were 
caught and fined, others were imprisoned for a short time. 

Mr and Mrs Dashley remained in hiding until things died down a bit 
and kept a low profile for the rest of the war. Their suffering seemed so 
unjust as their three patriotic sons all served Great Britain with distinction 
throughout the war. Charles junior served the four years of conflict on 
a number of ships. He was Second Mate on the Glen Carron when it 
was torpedoed in the English Channel. Luckily he survived to carry on 
his service aboard another vessel. Frederick (Fred) served with the 2nd 
Manchester’s 9th battalion in France. He was wounded twice, once  
during the Passchendaele Campaign in October 1917 and again in 
March 1918 when his battalion was sent to stem the German advance 
on the Fifth Army positions. William (Bill) the youngest son, a former 
pupil of the Woodlands School and Birkenhead Institute, joined the 
Merchant Navy as a cadet and sailed aboard the British steamship 
Governor. In March 1917 the notorious German raider Moewe  
attacked and sank the Governor, killing four crewmen and wounding 
ten, including 16-year-old Bill who was hit by gunfire. After this  
encounter Bill was taken to Germany where he remained as a prisoner 
of war until hostilities ended 21 months later. Many other German  
families also suffered bitter injustice, when, even though many had 
sons fighting for Britain, like the Dashleys, they were also targeted.

After the war Charles Dashley reopened his Oxton Road shop and my 
grandparents and his other old friends carried on doing business with 
him as before. In 1932 this well-respected pork butcher died and his 
son Fred took over the shop. Fred sadly died soon after in 1934, so Bill 
took over the business. When the Second World War started in 1939, 
Bill volunteered for the Merchant Navy Reserve. Charles junior was  
already at sea as Captain of the City of Mobile. In June 1940 he  
rescued over 3,500 troops and a number of civilians from St Nazaire, 
France, while under attack from German planes. Not long after the 
successful rescue at St Nazaire, the City of Mobile was sunk by enemy 
aircraft in the Irish Sea between Belfast and Liverpool. Luckily, Captain 
Charles Dashley survived and was later involved in several operations, 
including the evacuation of Allied troops from Crete and the Middle 
East. For his distinguished war service Captain Dashley received the 
OBE in 1942 from the King at Buckingham Palace. As a boy in  
Birkenhead, he was educated at The Woodlands and then at the  
Higher Elementary School in Conway Street. He lived with his wife at  
73 Canning Street, Liverpool, until his death at Sefton General  
Hospital in 1961 aged 68. 

Bill Dashley continued to run the family butchery business in Oxton 
Road until he died in 1979. Shortly after, the shop closed and 85 years 
of trading in Birkenhead by the honest and patriotic Dashley family 
came to an end.

Charles Dashley’s pork butcher shop in Oxton Road, boarded up after being wrecked by rioters.   

Wirral

Telephone:  0151 252 3137
Email: info@complete-law.co.uk 
www.complete-law.co.uk

Could you have a 
data breach claim? 
With more and more organisations using computers 

to store and process personal information, concerns 

about the misuse of this data led to the introduction 

of the Data Protection Act in 1998.  The Act establishes 

how your personal information can be used, and how 

it can’t.

If you have suffered damage or distress caused by an 

organisation breaching any part of the Data Protection 

Act, you have a right to claim compensation. 

Contact us today for a confidential  
consultation, free of charge.
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Complete Law, Whitfield Business Hub, 184–200 Pensby Road, Wirral, CH60 7RJ. 
Complete Law is a trading style of Hayes Connor Solicitors.  

Hayes Connor Solicitors Limited is registered in England and Wales Company No. 8807178 
and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 620332.

Specialists in all areas of personal and business law
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A Wirral charity that provides practical help and friendship to elderly 
and vulnerable people in our community has issued an urgent plea  
for volunteers. 

The charity Helplink began in Heswall 22 years ago as a ‘Good  
Neighbours’ Scheme’ and supports local residents who are finding 
life a little difficult. Volunteers perform a range of tasks, such as 
shopping, taking clients to medical appointments or social  
engagements, and offering friendship to those who are alone. 
Many clients have no family or friends close by to help, and so  
the charity is literally a lifeline.

Helplink desperately needs more people who can spare a couple of 
hours a week to keep up with the growing demand for their support. 

Jo O’Donovan has been a volunteer at Helplink for seven years, 
and says it is the most rewarding thing she has ever done. 

Jo says: “One of my regular clients is in her 80s, is disabled and 
housebound, with no family or friends in the area. I shop for her 
and when I drop off her shopping she is always dressed smartly 
– she is amazing. She lives alone in her bungalow and the only 
time she leaves the house is to go to hospital appointments via 
ambulance. Without us, I honestly don’t know how she would get 
food and I am the only person who comes to the house for a chat 
each week.

“My clients always tell me how grateful they are, as they don’t 
know what they would do without me – which makes me so sad on 
one hand, but so very glad I can help on the other. What I do for 
my clients, they also do for me – I can’t tell you how many hugs I 
get and give each week!”

In the past year, Helplink’s volunteers have given 37,500 hours 
of support to over 750 elderly clients, but there are so many more 
vulnerable people on the Wirral who desperately need our help. 

If you do feel you could help, please call Helplink on  
0151 648 3322 or email helplink@btconnect.com

Local charity calling on 
residents to help combat 

social isolation across 
the Wirral 

Jo O’Donovan
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Body and face: non-surgical 
skin tightening

Our weight goes up and down depending on diet and exercise, but 
as we age (or after childbirth), one thing that doesn’t yo-yo any more 
is our skin. Sadly, it just doesn’t bounce back as well as it once did. 
The result: wobbly, loose skin on both the face and body; cellulite; 
lines and wrinkles. You could turn into the Duracell version of a gym 
bunny to burn calories and maintain muscle tone, but if you don’t 
address saggy skin you still won’t have the face or figure you crave. 
But, don’t panic! Non-surgical skin tightening is the ‘lift’ you need. 

Most people have now heard of non-invasive treatments that offer 
low risk and more cost-effective alternatives to cosmetic surgery 
without downtime, e.g. the ‘lift in your lunch hour’ sales pitches. So 
why haven’t you tried it? My theory is that people are still not sure 
what’s involved, how it works, or how good the results can be.  
This doesn’t surprise me. So many salons and clinics are pushing 
different ‘wonder machines’ and treatments, consumers still don’t 
really know what it is or if it’s just a lot of hype. I can tell you it isn’t. 
The results we see on our clients are astounding. But, as always,  
not all skin-tightening procedures are born equal and they have to 
be in the right hands to produce the optimum results. 

As experts in non-invasive skin tightening and wrinkle reduction,  
Serenity Clinic Ltd was one of only two clinics listed in a review of 
the Venus Legacy procedure in The Sunday Times in September 
2017* – we know a thing or two about it. So, here are my  
skin-tightening FAQs:

What’s involved in the treatment? 

Most of the non-surgical or non-invasive treatments advertised  
use equipment to tighten skin and reduce wrinkles. These use  
handpieces connected to a machine, which are applied to the area 
to be treated. However, although the equipment may look similar, 
they use different methods and technologies. For example, some 
use ultrasound, some radio frequency, some intense pulsed light 
(IPL), HIFU, etc., others use the microcurrent Baxendale wave,  
infra-red, electromagnetic pulses and so on. In addition there are 
manual treatments such as specialist facials, massage, dermal fillers 
and clinical products, etc., that can be used in conjunction with  
mechanical procedures for optimum results.

So, which method is the best? 

The answer is… all of the above. It all depends on a number of factors:

i) The area being treated, i.e. face, neck, jaw, or body.

ii) The plain truth is there is no single miracle machine or treatment.  
 That’s why I’d always advise caution when a therapist only  
 offers one type of treatment as a ‘cure-all’. It’s also why we have  
 more than 22 machine-based treatments at Serenity Clinic, which  
 we use in combination to achieve the optimum outcome for  
 each client.

iii) The technology and machinery now available is great. But the  
 results will only be as good as the person operating it. So, check  
 your aesthetician’s qualifications and experience. Don’t be afraid  
 to ask to see genuine ‘before and after’ photos of their own work. 

How does it work?

Different technologies work in different ways. But, in a nutshell, the 
waves penetrate into the deeper dermis to stimulate fibroblast and 
collagen production. The natural production of these slows as we 
age, resulting in loss of volume, skin laxity and wrinkles. By  
stimulating production, the skin becomes plumper and more  
elastic again and is smoothed and lifted.

Does it hurt?

Equipment-based methods such as Venus, 3D, HIFU and microcurrent 
procedures are pain-free. You may feel some warmth/heat from the 
handpiece and the area may be slightly red after treatment, but this 
will last no more than a few hours. Manual treatments can cause 
some mild discomfort, but once again this should be temporary and 
your aesthetician should discuss this at a consultation. 

What areas can be tightened?

Far more than you think: 

Face: Wrinkles on the forehead, face, crow’s feet, laughter lines, etc.

Eyes: Drooping lids (top and bottom)

Jaw and neck: Sagging jowls and jawline, crêpe neck, décolletage. 
Redefined and firmed.

Arms: Loose or hanging skin on the backs of arms and elbows

Tum and bum: Sagging skin due to age, childbirth, weight fluctuations. 
Lifted and firmed. 

Legs: Loose or cellulite-dimpled skin on the front and back of thighs, 
knee area. Smoothed and defined.

How many sessions will I need?

You will see results even after your first treatment. But the exact 
number of sessions will depend on your specific needs, the level of 
laxity/tightening required and also the area being treated. In general 
though, approximately 6 to 8 sessions followed by top-up sessions 
is the norm.

* The Sunday Times Magazine 17th September 2017. “Say yes to… Venus Legacy”

Tracey Locke, Lead Clinician

Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road, 
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH

T: 0151 625 6256
www.serenity-clinic.co.uk

41HESWALL MAGAZINE • OCTOBER 2017



42 HESWALL MAGAZINE • OCTOBER 2017



New late night clinics on
Tuesday and Thursday

until 10pm
For latest offers visit our NEW website 
www.broadwayvets.co.uk

Open 7 days • Large Private Car Park • Home Visit Service • 24hr Emergency Service (For Registered Clients)

Mention Heswall Magazine for a free gift when you register with the practice

BROADWAY VETERINARY SURGERY
2 Broadway

Higher Bebington 
CH63 5NH

Tel: 608 7822

152 Wallasey Road
Liscard 

CH44 2AF

Tel: 630 1115

8 Rocky Lane
Heswall 

CH60 0BY

Tel: 348 4083

It was business as usual when we eventually got the boats back, but 
the wind seemed to have the annoying habit of blowing strong at  
weekends, which was the only time I had to go shrimping.

Getting to the end of September, our Bill and I had checked the  
moorings, as we do after every blow, and on the Sunday we went out 
shrimping. Sunday night it blew hard again.

I was cutting grass on the Ford estate in 1988, when some of the lads 
drew	up	in	a	mobile	van	and	passed	on	a	message.	“Your	missus	has	
rung up and said your boat has broken adrift and is now on the beach 
at Caldy.” My answer was “No!”; I felt sick. I put my tractor back in the 
garage, asked permission to leave, which was granted and off I go on 
the drive to Caldy steps. I was churning the problem over in my mind – 
it was really blowing hard, it’s a big tide, the boat is bound to be under 
the cliff, how am I going to get it off there are big tides all week – and 
I thought, if I can’t get it off they will smash it up. I wondered if it was 
wrecked beyond repair. when I finally arrived at Caldy steps, I was out of 
the car, down the steps, and along the beach like a shot.

There was an ominous space in the sea where the boat is usually moored 
– the boat was conspicuous by its absence. It was still blowing hard and 
the tide had started to go out, leaving 20 yards or so to get along the 
beach, As I was further along, I could see Pat and the boat in a little  
recess, under the cliff. The boat was lying north-south and listing seawards.

Pat reassured me that it wasn’t as bad as it looked, but what I saw 
was bad enough. She had sprung four planks in the stem and was badly 
strained all over. There was also 18 inches of muddy sand, into which 
she had buried herself. The telltale mooring rope. which is three inches 
thick, was trailing over the bow and along the boat. The big inch shackle, 
that only the week before had been inspected, was missing. This 40 
foot piece of rope is shackled to ground tackle. which is in itself a 100 
feet long, with chain wrapped round and two anchors, one each end,

Pat had made sure that all the gear was still there, in the boat: riddles 
net, compass, boiler, etc. The next tide would reach the boat about 
two in the morning, so all we could do was to dig it out of the sand and 

make it as seaworthy as possible, and if it floated, try and get it up to 
Heswall, under its own power. (If the boat had come ashore nowadays it 
would have been smashed to bits on the big boulders they have put at 
the bottom of the cliffs.)

This we did, and with the help of our Bill and Tommy Robinson, went 
back in the middle of the night to try and salvage her. Pat stayed at 
home. The wind was still strong when we got to the beach. The tide, to 
our surprise, was up to the cliffs. We made our way along the cliffs to 
the boat, which was just beginning to rock. There was an hour to  
go before high water and our plan was to push the bow round to  
meet the sea. As she lifted, with the three of us. with our backs to the 
bow, straining against the wind and waves, soaking wet and cold, we 
managed to straighten her up a bit, only to be knocked back again. 
Broadside onto this gale and nowhere to go, she rapidly filled with  
water, so that was that for the night. By this time the ebb had started 
and from being a mad pitching and plunging thing she settled down  
to a gentle rock, then listed down again, I bailed her out and we all 
went home.

The afternoon tide didn’t float her. Pat was on guard, we would try 
again very early morning. We took a dinghy with us this time and again 
the wind freshened. As it came up to high water, the surf was about 
three feet, but we managed to turn her again, and I started the engine 
up, to try and drive her off the beach. Alas, she was rapidly filling with 
water and her bow had blown round again, nearly coming down on top 
of us and the engine died. I shouted to Bill and Tommy: “Enough, we’ll 
get injured or drowned.” So we abandoned that idea. Spirits were very 
low by this time; cold, soaking, and tired we went home again. Tommy 
and Bill told me to give them a shout if you need us again, which l 
thought was most kind. It’s not everyone’s cup of tea, getting soaking 
wet and cold in the middle of the night. I thanked them very much for 
their help and said that I’d get all the gear off and ballast out, then ask 
Harry Jones from West Kirby Sailing Club, to put it on a trailer and take 
it to Heswall boatyard.

Continuing our serialisation of Geoff Andrews’ fascinating book, Memories of a  
Lifetime Past, about the life and times of Parkgate fishermen, Chris & Jim Peters
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Have you heard the 
buzz about The Hive? 
The	Hive	Youth	Zone,	Wirral’s	new	landmark	£6	million	facility	for	
young people, has just passed the 5,700 members mark!

The Hive opened its doors for the first time on Saturday April 
8th and has already exceeded the first year membership target 
of 3,000 members, as over 5,750 young people from across the 
borough	have	now	joined	the	Youth	Zone.

The Hive is open seven days a week, all year round, including 
both school and bank holidays. Membership for a year costs just 
£5	and	50p	per	session.	Members	can	enjoy	all	the	Youth	Zone	
has to offer, with up to 20 activities each night, including an indoor 
climbing wall, fitness suite, fully equipped hair and well-being salon, 
enterprise and employability offer, a 4G football pitch, four-court 
sports hall, skate park, music room, media room, arts and crafts 
areas, dance studio and even a boxing gym and recording studio. 
Partnerships with other organisations expand this offer and  
members have access to coaching from Everton in the Community, 
Liverpool Community Foundation, Tranmere in the Community, 
Extreme Wheels Skating and Sale Sharks Community Trust. 

The Hive is currently running Jamie Oliver Ministry of Food cooking 
skills workshops, and a Microsoft accredited coding project.

The	success	of	the	Youth	Zone	is	testament	to	the	hard	work	
of The Hive team, the support and input of Wirral’s young people 
– and an army of over 100 volunteers who ensure that a full 
programme of activities are available for members. 

Supported by a network of local business leaders, The Hive is 
proud of its Patrons, and many play an active role in helping Wirral’s 
young people to develop as members of the community. The 
Patrons come into the zone to deliver workshops on employability, 
self-confidence and personal development, along with offering 
work placement opportunities within their organisations. 

Patron and supporter of The Hive, Andrew Collinge, along 
with wife Liz Collinge and the team from their graduate training 
programme, has been a driving force in the development of The 
Hive ‘ReInvent’ salon. Andrew, Liz and their team have delivered 
hair and make-up sessions to members. Andrew says: “We are 
extremely proud to be a Patron and supporter of The Hive.  
Congratulations to the team there and the growing list of  
volunteers on achieving such amazing results since the doors 
opened in April. The Hive is a wonderful facility for Wirral’s young 
people offering incredible opportunities. Our own team were 
recently involved assisting with The Hive’s Project Catwalk event 
and were totally inspired by the enthusiasm, talent and energy 
demonstrated by all the young people involved with the show –  
it was a fabulous occasion.”

The	Hive	is	part	of	the	OnSide	Youth	Zones	charity	network,	
designed to give young people aged from 8 to 19 (up to 25 for 
those with additional needs), something to do, somewhere to go 
and someone to talk to, while raising aspirations and improving 
their futures, occupying them with fun activities, learning new 
skills and socialising in a safe and positive way. 

Young	people	can	sign	up	online	by	visiting:	 
www.thehiveyouthzone.org/new-member

To find out more about becoming a volunteer at The Hive, visit 
www.thehiveyouthzone.org/get-involved/why-volunteer/ or call 
Sam Curley, Volunteering & Training Manager, on 0151 705 8013.
http://www.thehiveyouthzone.org

Wirral

Telephone:  0151 252 3137
Email: info@complete-law.co.uk 
www.complete-law.co.uk

On your side
Specialist family law solicitors

Whether you are facing divorce, separation, domestic abuse 
or other family law issues, we can help you through what can 
often be a distressing and confusing time. 

Our experienced family law solicitors provide sound,  
practical advice while keeping emotional and financial  
costs to a minimum.

Areas of expertise include:

• Children Cases • Civil Partnerships • Collaborative Law

• Divorce and Separation • Domestic Abuse • Financial Claims

• Financial Division • Prenuptial Agreements

• Forced Marriage Protection Order • Stalking and Harassment

Contact us today for a confidential  
consultation, free of charge.
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Complete Law, Whitfield Business Hub, 184–200 Pensby Road, Wirral, CH60 7RJ. 
Complete Law is a trading style of Hayes Connor Solicitors.  

Hayes Connor Solicitors Limited is registered in England and Wales Company No. 8807178 
and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority, SRA No. 620332.



CARE HOME FEES
AND THE NEW PROBATE TAXES

COULD DEVASTATE 
YOUR CHILDREN’S

INHERITANCE.
YOU CAN LEGALLY 

AVOID BOTH
BY SETTING UP 

A FAMILY TRUST
DRAWN UP BY OUR TRUST 
SPECIALIST BARRISTERS 

DON’T BE CAUGHT 
NAPPING!!

Fully certified lasting powers of attorney
including all registration documents

£99 single £175 couple
(excluding OPG registration fees)

Our fees include 2 home visits and VAT

FOR AN INFO PACK CALL

0845 052 2757
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate 
Planning on 0845 052 2757 

Visit our website: 
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Email: info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk

Having the right will in place is very important these days to  
ensure that your main assets are protected and that the maximum 
possible will eventually pass to your children and grandchildren.

We all know that many thousands of homes have to be sold each year 
to pay for long-term care home fees. Such fees are always burdensome 
and could easily exceed £700 per week. 

You	can	ensure	that	your	home	and	other	assets	like	cash	and	 
valuables cannot be lost and are protected by writing protective asset 
trusts into your wills, or by setting up an asset protection trust.

All our wills and trusts are drafted by our nationally acclaimed wills 
and trusts barristers, Messrs Spicer Finch Ltd, so you have complete 
peace of mind, knowing that you have the best protective documents 
in place.

Lasting Powers of Attorney for Health and Welfare and Property and 
Affairs are the other vitally important documents to have in place during 
later life. We can prepare these for you at the lowest prices available 
today: £175 single person for both, and just £299 for couples, for all 
four. These prices include VAT and home visits.

Have you protected yourself with
a lasting power of attorney?

The sad fact is that 94% of over 65s have not!

The over 65s are now rapidly approaching a staggering 25% (that’s 15 
million) of the UK population, and it is an age at which we should be  
thinking of protecting ourselves and our families by putting lasting  
powers of attorney and wills in place.

Around 65% of over 65s do not have wills; however, a staggering 94% 
have not put lasting powers of attorney in place! In fact just over one 
million lasting powers of attorney have been registered, since their 
inception in 2007, covering all age groups. Generally, despite there 
having been many press reports of horror stories, many people still 
seem unaware of the necessity to draw up lasting powers of attorney.

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that should you have some 
form of incapacity (permanent or temporary) which prevents you from 
looking after your day-to-day affairs – then you must have attorneys in 
place. If you have a registered lasting power of attorney in place, then 
all is well and those attorneys can act immediately, without further fuss.

If you have such an incapacity with no power of attorney in place then 
there is an extremely onerous, complex and very expensive procedure 
for your family or close friends to undertake. This involves making  
application to the Court of Protection by family or friends. This complex 
process can take over six months and costs can easily exceed £2,000, 
with no guarantees of success!

Should you have no family or friends able or willing to undertake the 
rigours of such an application, then indeed there is a much worse  
case scenario that can occur. The court has the power to immediately 
appoint attorneys for you, called deputies. These deputies will take  
full control of your finances and divert your pensions to themselves. 
Your	bank	account	will	be	closed	and	cheque	books,	bank	and	credit	
cards cancelled.

Your	appointed	deputies	can	be	a	solicitor,	an	accountant	and	even	
the County Council official and this worst case scenario is when it  
becomes wickedly expensive. They will charge £800 per year before 
they do anything and they charge for every single transaction they  
undertake on your behalf. Costs and charges can easily exceed 
£3,000 per year. There is even a final ‘winding up’ fee of £290  
when	you	die.	You	have	been	warned!
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such as these may have lain in a garage 
or loft for many years and though, at first 
glance, seem unsuitable for auction, careful 
examination might reveal something very 
worthwhile. Here I have illustrated a  
somewhat neglected picture that looks 
ready for the council tip! So what do you 
think? Is it ‘fake’ or ‘fortune’?

Well, it isn’t fake, but sadly, not wort an 
enormous fortune either. It may be worth a 
few hundred pounds in due course. The artist 
is William Charles Penn who was London 
trained, travelled extensively in Europe and 
studied in Paris. Penn was awarded the 
Military Cross in the First World War, spent 
many years in Liverpool teaching at the 
School of Art, and had many of his paintings 
exhibited at the Royal Academy in London. 
He died in 1968. His portraits are extremely 
good and can be valuable (up to £20,000), 
while his still life and exhibition flower paintings 
of a large size can command bids in the low 
thousands of pounds at auction.

This small oil sketch of flowers in a glass 
vase has just gone off to be restored and 
relined to take away the ‘stretcher lines’ –  
I will show you the restored version in the 
next issue. Please note that all restorers 
vary greatly in competence and experience; 
good restorers are hard to find and,  
therefore, command a high price for their 
skills. I am able to recommend restorers  
for both oil and watercolour paintings,  
ceramics and ivories. 

To see the sort of objects currently selling 
well at auction, it is worth looking on our 
website at CatoCrane.co.uk, or, better still, 
look at our Twitter site @catocrane where 
most days there are several objects I have 
discovered during my visits and are coming 
in for auction.

With Cato Crane Valuers & Auctioneers and John Crane Fine Art

All Things Auctioneering
May I begin my ‘All Things Auctioneering’ 
pages by congratulating our editor, Jon Bion, 
who has produced his 50th edition of this 
now well-known and eagerly read publication. 
It is a labour of love and total dedication by 
Jon and all those who contribute to its  
success – may we see the score reach  
100 ‘not out’! 

It is said in retailing that an article well 
shown is half sold – that may be the case, 
but items of the highest quality are generally 
expensive and may be difficult to find and 
buy. However, it is also said that high-quality 
objects that give much pleasure in their 
ownership and do outlive the memory of 
effort and experience of the acquisition and 
the price paid.

Great effort is put into creating our 
monthly fine art and good quality antiques 
auctions of some 700 lots or so. The initial 
appraisal visit must be made and accurate 
inventories made in duplicate. Photographs 
must be taken on site on removal day 
and the schedules of goods checked, and 
checked thrice more; first upon delivery to 
our Auction Rooms, again by our cataloguing 
gentlemen, and finally by our accounting 
staff before the remittance is sent to our 
vendors. Removing items, packing, and  
unpacking also takes time and must be 
done with great care. 

I am happy to look at all qualities of 
antiques to select the best available and 
those of suitable quality for our international 
internet auctions. Works of art, silver, gold 
jewellery, good pictures and military medals 
are doing particularly well at the moment. 
Very fine furniture is holding up well, but not 
so pieces of ordinary quality and style.  

A slight mystery surrounds the blue and 
white convex form shallow-domed example 
of this early Delft-style tinware glazed  
pottery piece of kitchenware c1730. Several 

concave strainers of similar decoration have 
made their way to the auction rooms over 
the last few years but I think maybe not 
one such as this, the convex type. I believe 
it to be a fish steaming plate to fit into the 
bottom of a pan of boiling water, hence the 
indentations around the circumference to 
enable it to be lifted out with one’s fingertips. 
It is extremely rare and it will be interesting 
to see the bidding rising, hopefully, to a high 
amount. We like delighted vendors! 

I have heard it said that I can be a little 
forthright at times (never rude, though!). 
But despite all the PR in the press, the 
drip-dripping of advertising, and the writing 
of countless articles over 30 years, it seems 
some people don’t quite understand the 
type of objects suitable for auction and that 
different auctioneers accept different items. 
We are all private businesses and here to 
serve the community, but we do like to 
make enough profit to pay our staff and  
the expenses associated with running a 
modern business. 

Cato Crane specialises in high-quality 
objects, such as silver, pictures, jewellery, 
good furniture, and good collectible  
objects. I can generally give you a good 
idea over the telephone whether it is worth 
coming to see me or not. I see clients by 
appointment only at our Heswall Office,  
but I can visit clients at home if that is  
more convenient. My consultations are 
generally free of charge, but we do have a 
charity box! I can’t assist, however, with the 
selling of old broken china, broken furniture, 
old refrigerators, washing and sewing  
machines, or three-piece suites and most  
– but not all – pianofortes! 

When it comes to old pictures, though, 
these are a different matter altogether – I 
have made many valuable discoveries 
among those that are extremely dirty and 
damaged and even full of holes. Pictures 

Checking the Auctioneer’s Inventory

Rare Pottery Steaming Plate C1730

SC Penn for restoration
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malachite. A few hundred pounds was paid 
for this at a shop in the Cotswolds and we 
are hoping to quadruple or more the retail 
purchase price paid for it. From the same 
source there is an interesting marble bust, 
which again will see keen internet bidding. 
We call these pieces ‘statement’ or ‘trophy’ 
objects, which are perhaps more suitable 
for larger homes. 

I must share with you the quality of the 
china painter’s art represented on this tazza 
by the Aynsley factory, founded in the late 
18th century. It reminds me of home and a 
childhood in the mountains; it is, of course, 
Llanberis Pass (or as it says on the reverse 
‘Llanberis Glen’), and the artist is G Bentley. 
Care is required regarding ‘hand-painted’ 
china of this type, as transfer printed designs 
were often used and simply overpainted by 
hand for speed of production.

 A recent visit in Merseyside resulted in a 
most unexpected discovery. The gentleman 
vendor had a particularly good eye and had 
bought well some 30 years ago. Note, he 
bought ‘well’ – not cheap! 

This massive jardiniere and stand was 
made in about 1910 by Massier Brothers 
who had a factory in Paris; it is in perfect 
condition and has an interesting glaze 
in the manner of the rare mineral called 

Finally, I confess I am not sure if I like the 
word ‘patio’ much or ‘patio gardening’. Is 
that even real gardening? We are involved 
with advising on a neglected Victorian house 
and garden restoration in North West Wales 
and have just discovered and uncovered 
a Welsh slate paved ‘patio’ area under six 
inches of lawn… so the current owners now 
have two patios! I hope they like the word 
more than I do! 

And, in closing, may I once more wish Jon 
and his team well for the next 50 issues;  
no time to even consider lounging around 
on patios!

For appointments, please telephone Anna, 
my PA, on 0151 799 5559 or me directly 
on 0151 342 2321. Please email images 
of items to Sell@lowerpercent.co.uk 

Massier ‘massive’ Jardiniere and stand 

Marble Bust c1930

The Art of the China Painter

Slate patio no. 2
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Our name has quickly become synonymous with  
affordable and superior quality workmanship providing  

the highest standards in all aspects of garden landscaping 
from conception through to completion.

Landscaping • Garden Maintenance • Grounds Maintenance
Paving • Decking • Driveway Cleaning

7 The Ginnel, Port Sunlight, Wirral , CH62 5HD
Phone: 07510 796808 • www.gardenlandscapingwirral.co.uk

T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

TELEPHONE: 0151 353 1348 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design, 
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke  

bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

LAYFIELD
JOINERY

•	Kitchens
•	Bedrooms
•	Decking
•	Loft	Conversions
•	Bespoke	Joinery
•	Doors

•	Traditional	Roofing
•	Fencing
•	Gates
•	Skirting	Boards
•	Arches

Gorsehill Road, Heswall CH60 5SR
Office:	0800	695	0020	•	Mobile:	07889	671	214

Web:	www.layfieldjoinery.co.uk
Email:	layfieldjoinery@gmail.com

Gates, fences, gutters cleaned, repaired or renewed.
Fascias and conservatories cleaned.

Brickwork repointing and all aspects of building work.

Tel: 648 1916
www.wirralpointing.com

BOB’S
HOME MAINTENANCE



Shelf Indulgence is a book column from award-winning 
Wirral novelist, Margaret Murphy, who also pens 
forensic thrillers as A.D. Garrett. She recommends two 
books per month, across a range of styles and a mixture 
of new and old.

THE BODY KEEPS THE SCORE by Bessel van der Kolk 
Penguin ISBN-13: 978-0141978611

Background reading for a new novel occasionally 
turns up a book that I just want to tell everyone 
about. The Body Keeps the Score is one such  
book. A surprising number of us will experience 
significant trauma of one kind or another in our 
lifetime. Traditional treatment has proved largely 
ineffective with too many sufferers relying on 
emotion-blunting drugs to maintain a balance, yet 
remaining scarred for life.

In recent years, the benefits of so-called ‘somatic therapies’, involving 
anything from yoga breathing exercises to neurofeedback and EMDR 
‘eye training’ techniques, have cropped up in journals and ‘self-help’ 
books. But much of the ‘evidence’ to date has been anecdotal at best. 

Dr van der Kolk draws on a lifetime of scientific research in trauma and 
neuroscience to provide an empathic, utterly absorbing and authoritative 
examination of trauma and its treatment. The science in The Body 
Keeps The Score is as uncomplicated as it can be, and using clinical 
cases he illustrates the destructive influence of trauma and childhood 
neglect on individuals and their families. But every assertion is backed 
by evidence from field trials, many of which have been conducted by 
leading researchers in psychology, psychiatry, and trauma. He explains 
how technologies such as the relatively new fMRI, which can see the 
brain at work, together with the long-neglected quantitative EEG  
(qEEG), reveal how trauma affects the way different parts of the brain  
communicate. More excitingly, he presents strong evidence that these 
technologies offer new possibilities for retraining – even healing – the 
minds of sufferers, allowing them to leave traumatic events in the past 
and thrive in the present. Highly recommended.

Margaret’s third A.D. Garrett novel, Truth Will Out, is now available. 

VIRAGO GHOST STORIES: The Twentieth Century Volume II 
Edited by Richard Dalby
Virago ISBN: 1-85381-259-5

As Halloween approaches and the nights draw in, I 
thought I’d suggest something seasonal. An evening 
by the fire with a good ghost story is one of the 
pleasures of autumn, and this selection, spanning 
the 20th century, has plenty to offer. An unexpectedly 
shivery tale from Richmal Crompton, for instance, or 
Ruth Rendell’s ‘The Haunting of Shawley Rectory’, 
which begins with a haunting and ends in murder. 
Those with a darker turn of mind will appreciate  
Antonia Fraser’s deeply disturbing tale of a haunted 

car, while Mary Elizabeth Counselman’s ‘House of Shadows’ sees a 
young woman spend a convivial night with her friend and the shades 
of her family, in a narrative which challenges the notion of the ‘typical’ 
gothic ghost story. 

My favourite, by far, is ‘No. 17’. In this acutely observed tale, Edwardian 
travelling salesmen spin ghostly yarns around their hotel fireside. 
There’s a playful mind at work, here, and sly humour, with mounting 
suspense	as	the	story	unfolds.	You	will	find	yourself	leaning	in	to	hear	
the awful events that happened in room 17, and you’re bound to enjoy 
the masterful twist at the end. But the biggest surprise for me was the 
author: E. Nesbitt, of The Railway Children fame. I hadn’t known until then 
that Nesbitt wrote ghost stories; ‘No. 17’ sent me in search of more.

Shelf 
Indulgence

By Margaret Murphy

Finding the Missing Peace

By Stephen G Baker

I believe this is the 50th edition of the Heswall Magazine.  
Congratulations to the Editor and Production Team for a  
consistently well-produced magazine.

The traditional gift for a 50th Wedding Anniversary is gold. Gold is 
a metal that is durable so I suppose that the symbolism is that of 
something that has lasted 50 years, is very valuable and has  
survived the ups and downs of life and is still standing and  
hopefully in good condition. There are not many things that increase 
in value over the years but a good marriage does, as does gold.

Life by its very nature is moving towards days of decline. Over time 
we lose strength, we are not quite as sharp as we used to be and 
one day life will ebb away and the question is, what then? One of 
the reasons I am a Christian is because the Lord Jesus Christ has 
given me eternal life. The biblical definition of eternal life is twofold. 
First is the spiritual life that a person gets the moment their sins are 
forgiven and they have made their peace with God, and the second 
is the guaranteed prospect of existing forever in heaven (with a new 
body at the resurrection) in a place where death, sickness, sorrow 
and the effects of evil can never touch the people who are there. 

The Jews in Bible times had many traditions that were rooted in the 
teaching that Moses received from God when he received the Ten 
Commandments and the Law. One of the many festivals they were 
instructed to commemorate was that of the year of Jubilee. This was 
a festival that took place every 50 years. There were many events 
that took place in this special year, people who had got into financial 
difficulties were released from their debts. Land that had been  
confiscated was returned to the family who originally owned it. 
Families were reunited, debts were cleared, harmony was reinstated. 

This Jubilee year reminds me of what the Lord Jesus does as a 
result of his death at Calvary. The Bible verse – ‘Christ died for our 
sins’ teaches me that He can clear the debt of sin for those who 
are prepared to accept forgiveness. One verse in the Psalms of 
David says ‘He restored that which he took not away’. Jesus, by his 
death, burial and resurrection can bring people to God who are far 
away from him and cannot find the way back themselves. He also 
brings harmony to troubled lives. The scripture says about Jesus 
‘And, having made peace through the blood of his cross, by him 
to reconcile all things unto himself; by him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth or things in heaven’.

Let’s make this 50th edition a real reason for celebration.

Visit www.findingthemissingpeace.co.uk to 
discover how to have peace with God and for 
bible teaching articles for Christians.
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Jack Mann took the Chair at that AGM, having yielded to my  
persuasion to do so. I was still a Committee member for a few 
months, being Chairman of Recorded Music, and I became a  
member of the House Committee, which drew up a comprehensive 
list of necessary or desirable jobs of work still to be done. No rest 
for the wicked. Work continued on a voluntary basis for a while,  
undertaken by a small group – myself, W Riley and W Simpson, 
painting and decorating, and extensive plastering repairs in the 
Main Hall (this by Wally and Bill). We did, however, get a bit fed  
up when members making their way into the Bar at Sunday  
lunchtimes, would say ‘you’re doing a good job‘, or some such 
remark; well meant, I know, but eventually brought an end to  
voluntary work. I undertook some jobs from time to time, for nominal 
sums only, to save myself from feeling that I was being a mug. 

During this time Bill Simpson and Wal Riley started a weekly raffle, 
and I joined them as their Treasurer, the aim being to raise enough 
money to equip the Bar Lounge with a music and public address 
system that would be usable at the Bowling Green or even the Hall. 
In all we raised over £1,000. By mid 1983 the membership had 
reached the record number of 500. Meanwhile the Management was 
proceeding vigorously with repairs and improvements, refurbishing 
the number one room and providing access from the Tea Lounge. 
Alterations were made to the kitchen, and floorboards that had  
become badly damaged by woodworm in the passageway behind 
the stage were replaced or treated as required. Much was achieved 
to improve the general condition of the property; some flat roofs 
were covered over with pitched roofs of metal sheeting, and the 
Main Hall roof and ceilings were renewed, beginning what I hoped 
would be the complete elimination of flat roofs. I know that these 
lists of job accomplishments can be very boring but they reveal  
the dimension of the responsibilities that are undertaken by  
Management Councils. I would also point out that the more the 
Centre is expanded, the higher the responsibility that is passed 
on to future Councils. Too much growth could make the Centre a 
hostage to fortune.

An incident took place in the Bar on 6 November 1984, involving 
myself, Bill Simpson, and the Chairman of the Wine committee, 
Charles Potter, which led me to write a letter of strong protest to 
the Management Council. I understand that they received two other 
letters, one from a lady member, and one from a visiting friend of 
hers. I have no intention of enlarging upon the matter other than as 
follows: the reply I received from the Management Council invited 
me to attend a Meeting with the Wine Committee, the very  
Committee about whom I had made my complaint. My response 
was to resign my membership of the Centre. Drastic? Well my 
standing with the general membership was such that I would have 
had substantial support had I chosen to make an issue of the matter, 
which I most certainly would have done had I stayed. I was not 
prepared to risk a rift among members when we had all worked so 
hard to get the Centre to where it was. Finally I must admit that I 
expected the Management to invite me to a meeting with them  
to resolve the issues. The fact that they never did destroyed my 
confidence and respect for certain members of the Council.

At the 1986 AGM, Mr Don Jones was installed as Chairman. In 
response to much persuasion by friends, and particularly by my 
wife, who had been very stressed by the above events, I took this 
opportunity to rejoin the Centre.

Much-needed work was undertaken as before, then a planned  
enlargement, refitting and decorating of the Bar took place,  
including the installation of a new heating and air conditioning  
system. This commenced in the autumn of 1988. The overall 
cost was approximately £36,000. Isn’t it amazing that costs have 
escalated so? And who would have thought in 1982 that we could 
undertake such a project six years’ hence.

Part nine of A History of Thingwall 
Recreation Centre – a personal 

memoir by the late Frank Nicholson

Our Heswall Lifestyle column is brought to you by 
local Personal Trainer and Fitness Queen founder, 
Hayley Lundy. Our column aims to educate,  
motivate and inspire our readers to keep active 
and lead a healthy lifestyle.

This issue I’m talking about my favourite type of workout – it’s known as 
HIIT, which stands for ‘High Intensity Interval Training’. 

The idea is that you go from one exercise to another with no rest and 
you put in maximum effort. The exercises are ideally a combination of 
strength and cardio exercises. People often think HIIT training is for 
people who are super fit, but it’s easily adapted to each individual fitness 
level from total beginner to an athlete. It’s just about making the exercises 
relevant to the individual. After all, to one person a brisk walk around the 
block is a challenge, while to another it’s completing a marathon. 

Personally I love this type of training because it gets fast results in little 
time. I’m super busy and like training styles that are time efficient, simple 
and results driven. The beauty of HIIT training is you can do it anywhere 
and adapt as you improve. Here’s an HIIT workout example: 

Warm up: Cardio for 5 to 10 minutes – sprints, mountain climbers, 
squat jumps, burpys. 

Example 
1 min sprints 
1 min press ups – as many as you can (on knees or toes) 
1 min squat jumps 
1 min mountain climber 
1 min plank (using variations)  
1 min burpys or knee lifts
1 min squats
1 min sprints or jog 
1 min lunges
Basically you combine a mixture of above cardio and strength work, back 
to back, giving maximum effort!
Then you would repeat the set two or three times in total, depending on 
your level of fitness. The key is to do as many as you can using the  
correct form then each week try to do more or last longer. It’s a really 
simple way to get in shape and you can do it at home or anywhere  
really. If you want to see some examples of HIIT training or workout  
ideas follow me on my Instagram page hayley_lundy_fitness 

My Personal Training
My personal training packages are always designed to get you from 
where you are now to where you want to be. As a minimum I offer a 
service of 2 to 3 sessions that includes workout and nutrition plan to 
follow with some guidance and progress monitoring, or a full 6-week 
programme	where	I	help	and	guide	you	towards	your	desired	results.	You	
can see me as little or often as you want and what we feel is needed 
(depending on availability), and I give an in-between plan to follow. My 
next intake of clients is this month, which is a great time to focus on 
yourself in the build-up to Christmas. 

If you would like information on my packages and would like me to register 
your interest, I’d love to hear from you! Just use the contact details below. 

Fitness Queen News
We have recently worked with the 2017 Miss Liverpool winner, 17-year-
old Elli Wilson from West Kirby. We have enjoyed being part of her journey 
towards getting fit to compete in the Miss England fitness rounds. It was 
a privilege to be asked to work with Elli and work alongside the Miss 
Liverpool team. She did a fantastic job representing Liverpool. 

M:	0773	547	0326	•	W:	www.thefitnessqueen.co.uk	
F:	Fitness	Queen	•	E:	Hayley@thefitnessqueen.co.uk

Hayley x 
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CARS BOUGHT
• Local Wirral Service
• FREE valuation (no obligation)

• FREE collection
• Established 25 years

9 Mill Hill Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 4UB

TELEPHONE: 0151 648 5488
www.irbymotor.co.uk

Does your car need an MOT?

FREE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

There are car dealers, and then, there 
are car dealers! Established for over 

two decades, Irby Motors are car 
dealers on the Wirral you can trust.




