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Welcome to the June 2017 edition of Heswall Magazine – a 
bi-monthly publication dedicated to Heswall and district.

The magazine is circulated free to homes in Heswall,  
Gayton, Pensby, Thingwall, Barnston, Brimstage, Irby, 
Thurstaston, Caldy and Thornton Hough. Additional copies 
are also available free of charge from Tesco, Heswall library 
and selected retailers, bars and other outlets. That’s a  
guaranteed circulation of 16,000 homes and businesses.

We welcome your views
Please let us know what you would like to see featured. If 
you enjoy reading Heswall Magazine please let your family 
and friends know: if not, let us know.

Heswall Magazine welcomes contributions relevant to the 
local community from readers and we invite you to send 
your stories and photographs to us:* 
editor@heswallmagazine.co.uk  
or by post to: Jon Bion, Editor, Heswall Magazine, 
Whitfield Buildings, 188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall,  
Wirral CH60 7RJ. Telephone: 07796 945745

For all other enquiries, including advertising, 
info@heswallmagazine.co.uk or telephone 
Mike on 07584 064288 or Jon on 07796 945745.



If you are looking to get some inspiration for a room at home that 
just doesn’t really work, then look no further than Kettle Design.

We specialise in getting the most out of your space and are at 
our happiest when taking down walls, getting steel in place and 
opening up rooms to create fabulous family space. Plus we can 
then complete the project by sourcing fabrics, papers and furniture 
from our suppliers such as Cole & Son, Pierre Frey, Zoffany and 
many more. It all starts with a plan.
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Holmwood Farm on Holmwood Drive, Barnston, Wirral, is an urban, 
eco-friendly farm with a free-range approach. Neil Stuart has been 
running the farm for two and half years. Neil and the farm team 
are dedicated to the welfare of all our animals. Along with all our 
helpers, Neil has begun to turn the farm around, but each day is a 
financial struggle to make sure the welfare of the animals is as it 
should be. 

With 31 pigs, 50 chickens, two alpacas and two goats to care 
for, and the demand to take more rescue animals, the challenge is 
on to find ways to support the upkeep of their lives in a way nature 
intended. The animals need love and attention to keep them happy 
and living a life they all enjoy. Our aim is to rescue animals in need 
of ‘TLC’ and bring them back to life to wander our two and a half 
acres, doing what animals love best. 

We now need your help to sustain this! As a local community, we 
ask for your support. Any donations are gratefully received. These 
can involve things like raw fruit and vegetables. By dropping off 
small or large donations at the gate YOU can make a difference. 

We also seek financial donations – any small amounts of funding 
make a huge difference to keep Holmwood Farm sustainable. As 
a donor you can have VIP visits to the farm, stay up to date on the 
animals’ progress, and make a huge difference to their lives. Or 
you could sponsor one of our adorable animals of your choice. You 
might not be able to make every animal happy, but for that one 
animal you can change everything. 

Neil and all his tireless helpers love working and spending time  
at the farm around their other commitments. Neil says: “Seeing  
the animals happy and content is one of the nicest feelings you 
could imagine.” 

Please help. You can find out more about Holmwood Farm at  
www.holmwoodfarmanimals.co.uk

Helper Jess Robinson tells 
readers about Holmwood 

Farm in Barnston
At the beginning of May, Heswall Photographic Society held their  
Annual Exhibition of Prints at the beautiful Ness Botanic Gardens.

The event was a great success with over 600 registered visitors, 
nearly 500 of whom voted for their favourite image.

First place in the colour print section went to David Green with 
his ‘View of Snowdon from Capel Curig’ (above). First place in 
the Mono print section went to Arthur Bower with his image of a 
‘Swiss farmer’ (below). Congratulations to David and Arthur and 
to all those who took part in the event.

HPS reopens again with a diverse weekly syllabus in September, 
until then it will be hosting some short tutorial classes aiming at 
improving skills in June and July.

For more information about Heswall Photographic Society check 
out their Facebook page and website www.heswallphotosoc.co.uk

Annual Photography Exhibition

@heswallmagazine
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Sally Johnson, solicitor in Lees Solicitors’ 
Wills, Trusts & Estates department and 
member of Solicitors for the Elderly,  
discusses the benefits of making a  
Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA).

It is estimated that in the UK there are over 
850,000 people suffering from dementia, 
and this figure is likely to increase. 

I have concerns – what should I do?

Get your affairs in order. Make sure your  
family and your assets are protected by  
having a LPA in place.

Should you or a member of your family no 
longer have the capacity to manage your  
own affairs and you have not prepared a  
LPA, you may find that strangers are  
appointed to make decisions for you as it  
is a misconception that such rights  
automatically pass to your next of kin. Your 
family may also be required to make an 
application to the Court of Protection to be 
appointed your deputy, which can be very 
stressful, time-consuming, and expensive. 

By preparing a LPA you ensure that you  
retain control. You decide who will have  
authority to manage your affairs (your ‘attorney’) 
and they can be your spouse, or other family 
member, a friend or a professional. 

There are two types of LPA and both are  
very useful.

The first is known as a property and financial 
affairs LPA. This allows your appointed  
attorney to deal with the management of 
your bank accounts, the payment of bills,  
and also the sale of your property.

The second is known as a personal welfare 
LPA. This allows your appointed attorney to 
answer questions concerning your welfare, 
for example whether you should be cared for 
in your own home and it can extend to cover 
decisions regarding life-sustaining medical 
treatment and the refusal of the same.

Where can I go for help?
For professional guidance and help, contact 
the experienced team at Lees Solicitors. Our 
team can talk you through who can act as 
your attorney, act as your ‘certificate provider’ 
and also deal with the registration of the 
document at the Office of the Public Guard-
ian. Please call us free on 0800 387 927 or 
email info@lees.co.uk, or visit our website 
www.lees.co.uk

The benefits of a lasting power of attorney
A Flexible Service
At Lees Solicitors we understand that one 
of the most important things that we can 
do is plan our own future to ensure that we 
protect the future of those we love after we 
are gone. We will provide you with expert, 
professional and sensitive legal advice, 
helping you deal with a wide range of 
matters including: writing your will, dealing 
with probate, inheritance tax planning, 
setting up trusts and their administration, 
and making a lasting power of attorney.

What Lees Solicitors can do for you…

•	 Heswall	office	is	open	on	a	Saturday	 
 (book for an appointment)

•	 Three	local	offices	to	choose	from:	
 Heswall 0151 342 6273 
 West Kirby 0151 625 9364 
 Birkenhead 0151 647 9381

•	 We	offer	free	safe	storage	of	any	will

•	 We	can	register	your	will	on	Certainty’s	 
 national wills database

Let Lees Solicitors make things a little 
easier for you and your family. Contact 
our Wills, Trusts and Estates team 
to book an appointment or to chat 
through your requirements. Call us 
free from either a mobile or landline 
on 0800 387 927.

Sally Johnson
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Rocky Lane Dental Practice
At Rocky Lane Dental Practice, our first concern is to stabilise and  
maintain health, function and appearance of your teeth and gums.

To this end we encourage regular dental check ups which are paramount 
to good oral health.

These check ups enable any problems to be identified and if necessary 
treated at an early stage and thereby ensure that your mouth remains as 
healthy as possible.

We pride ourselves in offering an efficient, friendly environment with a  
relaxed atmosphere in which you will receive the very best treatment  
using up to the minute products and equipment.

The surgery is fully equipped with digital x-ray and intra oral cameras 
allowing teeth to be viewed in greater detail.

The surgery is on one level, no stairs to climb and all facilities are 
accessible by wheelchair.

Services include:
Crowns & Veneers • Bridges • Dentures • White fillings
Children’s Dentistry • Hygienist Services • Tooth Whitening

Please call us on 0151 342 7574 to discuss 
any aspect of our treatments & services.

www.rockylanedental.co.uk

Both these ladies reported headaches, migraines, jaw aches  
and pains, and sometimes even backache before they started 
treatment. They now report that these problems have subsided 
and they are now virtually symptom free.

Jane is a local lady from West Kirby; before we started treatment 
Jane had very narrow arches and her front teeth sloped inwards. Jane 
has undergone Invisalign treatment to widen her back teeth and to tilt 
her front teeth into a nicer alignment. She is thrilled with the results 
and reports that the aches and clicks in her jaw have subsided; she is 
no longer waking with headaches, her teeth are now perfect and she’s 
thrilled with the result.

Janet is another local lady who has been a patient here for a number 
of years. It all started when she mentioned to Dr Burgess at a routine 
examination she was suffering with neck pain and headaches and 
wondered whether it was connected to her teeth. After discussing all 
her treatment options, she decided to go ahead with some orthodontic 

work to try to fix the problem. Janet started with very crooked teeth; 
she is now 18 months into treatment and is delighted with the results. 
Her pain and aches have gone away completely and her teeth are in a 
beautiful alignment. She wishes she had done it sooner.

It is a well-known fact that the vast majority of headaches are muscular  
in origin, caused by tightness and spasm in the chewing muscles. 
Many cases of this start as the teeth are out of alignment and do not 
fit together properly. This condition is called TMD (Temporomandibular-
dysfunction). There are lots of ways to treat this condition; it can be 
fixed with brace work, replacing missing teeth with implants, bridgework 
and crowns to restore damaged teeth, and lastly dentures.

If you feel that any of these problems apply to you, then you should 
go to your dentist, or feel free to give us a call on 0151 342 7574  
and speak to a member of our staff who will be happy to help.  
Alternatively, book a consultation with Dr Burgess who has a wealth  
of experience in this field.

We hear about two patients at Rocky Lane Dental Practice in Heswall 
who are currently nearing the end of their orthodontic treatment.
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Join us on 18th June for our 
special Father’s Day Menu

Bringing a taste of 
Thailand to Heswall

Special Sunday Buffet served 
12 Noon to 8pm – £12.95 per head
Full à la carte menu also available

The restaurant is decorated in
an authentic style, with most 
of our furniture and artefacts 

shipped directly from Thailand.

Open Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday & Saturday 6pm-11.30pm, Sunday Noon-10.30pm, Closed Monday

103-105 Brimstage Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 1XF 
 Telephone: 0151 342 0111 • info@khruathai.co.uk • www.khruathai.co.uk

Takeaway and delivery service available

Khrua Thai Orchid Catering
Khrua Thai Orchid Catering’s concept is to bring authentic Thai cuisine 

and excellent service of a Thai restaurant into your own home.

Thai chef to freshly cook all selected meals • Beautiful waitresses in full Thai dress • Original Thai porcelain tableware

Full table setting including: fresh flowers, candles and a unique floral table centrepiece (yours free with our compliments)

Authentic music to enhance the ambiance of the Thai dining experience • No set time limit for the length of your party

Tel: 0151 342 0111 or 07785 986151 or email: subinsherlock123@gmail.com



•	PC	and	laptops	repairs

•	Laptops	for	sale

•	Custom	builds

•	Gaming	PC	specialists

•	Virus	removal

•	Business	support

•	Web	Design

•	Home	visits

•	Training

•	Smart	Device	repairs

•	Parts	sales	

•	Free	advice

23	Thingwall	Road,	Irby,	Wirral	CH61	3AU	•	0151	648	3600	

Email:info@pcixpress.co.uk	

www.pcixpress.co.uk

We	provide	a	2	year	warranty	as	standard
on	all	new	machines	we	supply.	

McGuffie & Co cocktail lounge has finally opened its doors after 
over two months of renovation works.

Taking over the site of the old Avanti Cafe on Telegraph Road, 
McGuffie & Co is an established cocktail bar company with an  
existing and ever popular site on Castle Street in Liverpool city centre. 
Attracting the business district clientele and more discerning socialisers 
of Liverpool, McGuffie & Co has built up a strong reputation for quality 
drinks and their relaxed, comfortable atmosphere.

McGuffie & Co offers a wide range of cocktails from classics like  
the Old Fashioned and French Martini to house creations such as  
‘Castellan 10’ and the ‘Jimmy Choo’, as well as a fine selection of  
bottled beers and wines.

During the day there is a good selection of pizzas, sandwiches and 
salads made fresh to order on site – the emphasis being on light and 
healthy. The feta, mint and watermelon salad is a must try!

This is the company’s second site and the owners spent a long 
time deciding on the location of the venture before finally deciding on 
Heswall. They believe the demographics of the area will make their bar 
a perfect match for the town. They say: “Heswall is a great town with 
lots of quality restaurants and shops – we are hoping we can add to 
that quality by opening McGuffie & Co.

“We have had a really positive response from the town so far, with 
many people stopping by and wishing us luck; many saying they remember 
the name from many years ago. In return for the support we hope we 
can offer Heswall something new, a relaxed but sophisticated place to 
enjoy quality drinks without needing to travel into Liverpool or Chester.”

Many will be familiar with the name J. McGuffie as there has been 
a chemists bearing his name in Liverpool City Centre as far back as 
1795. The business has been located in a number of sites over the 
years, but moved to number 10 Castle St in 1910 where it remained 
until its unfortunate closure in the early 1990s. The shop was taken on 
by new owners in 2010, however, and turned into a coffee shop, and 
eventually a bar with the name J. McGuffie & Co proudly reinstated. 

The current owners took over in 2014 and have taken the bar from 
strength to strength. They changed the focus of the bar to cocktails 
(a form of potion they are sure the late Mr McGuffie would have been 
proud of), and say that the history of the business and of the building 
has been their driving force and that they have always been conscious 
of the great reputation they have to live up to – McGuffies is, after all, 
a slice of history.

The existing bar on Castle Street is a Grade II listed Liverpool 
landmark and boasts the original shopfront, including a hand-carved 
wooden sign dating back over 100 years.

When designing the new bar for Heswall, the owners were very keen 
to pay homage to this sign and, although the skills needed to exactly 
recreate the sign have sadly slipped away from all but a few in modern 
times, every effort was made to create a fitting replica. The result is a 
striking throwback and marks the bar out from the crowd of neon and 
plastic.

McGuffie & Co is open Monday to Saturday from 10am, closing at 
5pm Monday and Tuesday and midnight Wednesday to Saturday.

Facebook: McGuffies / McGuffies Heswall
Twitter: @McGuffiesBar
Instagram: mcguffies_bar / mcguffies_heswall

Established cocktail bar 
comes to Heswall
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Three of our local Community Nurses are spending their own holidays 
this summer in Uganda, helping with a health and dignity programme 
organised by the charity Teams4U.

Teams4U is an international humanitarian aid charity based in  
Wrexham, founded in 2006 by Dave Cooke as a response to the Beslan 
school hostage crisis in September 2004. While in Russia working on a 
programme for children living on the streets, Dave Cooke was invited to 
take out a team to Beslan to work with the rehabilitation of the survivors 
and their families. Out of this great atrocity he witnessed the impact that 
ordinary people can have in children’s lives and this gave him the idea 
for Teams4U which allows everyone an opportunity to make a difference 
in the life of a child.

What Teams4U does:
The charity aims to transform communities through facilitating education, 
healthcare, and training. Teams4U currently manages two vocational 
training centres in Africa and Romania. Registered nurses Margaret, 
Susan, and Carolyn will be travelling to Kumi in rural Uganda, where they 
will be involved in training teachers in menstrual health education, as 
well as distributing sanitary wear and underwear to schoolgirls. These 
young girls are missing out on their education as they fail to attend 
school due to lack of sanitary products. 

The nurses will be providing the schoolgirls with a sanitary product 
called AFRIpads, a washable sanitary product that lasts up to 18 
months, which, therefore, allows girls to attend school. Teams4U  
helpers based in Kumi have conducted a survey of 600 girls who have 
benefited from the Develop with Dignity programme, which showed a 
45% rise in school attendance through the provision of sanitary wear. 
The nurses will also be involved with HIV/AIDS, and cervical screening in 
rural Ugandan communities.

Please support our local nurses, who are appealing for donations of:
Bras: new or nearly new – sizes 34 A, B or C
Pants: ideally size 8/10 
These supplies can be dropped off at The Warrens Medical Centre. 

Margaret, Susan, and Carolyn are also urging the local community to 
donate much-needed funds.

DONATIONS
Just £5 supports one schoolgirl in sanitary and underwear for the year.
Just £2.50 can test one person for a life-threatening illness. Please help 
us make a difference and donate at: www.teams4u.com/donate

Carolyn, Margaret, and Sue would like to express their thanks to all the 
people who have already donated to Teams4U, and to the support given 
to them by both Heswall and Warrens medical centres and a big thanks 
to Heswall Magazine for the editorial space.

Local Nurses off to Uganda
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TONY’S
BARBER

SHOP
EST. 1970

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY

Tony’s Barbers shop supports 
the charity Checkemlads. 

Modern and Traditional Gents Barbers

ALL WELCOME

Richard Colley of R&J Travel started a local taxi firm in 1970 and 
was driving a Hackney cab at the same time. He stayed in the 
taxi business until 1987 when he bought his first 16-seater bus.

Richard told Heswall Magazine: “I worked day and night on 
local service work (272), Little Neston and Heswall to Arrowe 
Park, along with special needs school runs in the morning and 
afternoon and then private hire at night, such as nightclubs, 
weddings and airport runs.

“Since then I have been joined by my daughter, son-in-law 
and grandson, and we have progressed to a lovely fleet of 15 
coaches. Our private hire fleet are all beautiful Mercedes, which 
are cleaned and polished before every trip.

“The Mercedes range in size from 16-seater – with or  
without luggage spaces (20 cases), through 19, 24, 26, 29 
and 33-seaters. These coaches are used for holidays, airports, 
school days out, WI and other ladies’ groups, weddings, golf 
trips, sports days out and Masonic nights.

“All our drivers are CRB and DBS checked and are dressed 
in smart uniform and, of course, all have mobile phones and 
satnavs. Many of the coaches have PA systems on board, so you 
can have a running commentary as you glide along.

“Potential customers are welcome to inspect the coaches at 
any time – just call Jane on 0151 648 4206 and she will be 
happy to assist you.”

R&J Travel are located at Unit 10 Arrowe Commercial Park, 
Arrowe Brook Road, Wirral, CH49 1SX – right next to the old 
Champion Spark Plugs factory by Arrowe Park hospital.  
Telephone 0151 648 4206.

How R&J Travel started

• Day Trips
• Theatre
• Bowling
• School Days Out

• School Contracts
• Sports Trips
• Pensioners groups
• Weddings

• Golf Outings
• Day at the Races
• Holiday Feeders
• And more...

R&J TRAVEL
THE TRAVEL SPECIALISTS

We are a family run organisation with a 
reputation built on providing an efficient, friendly, 

safe and reliable service. We pride ourselves on 
our excellent safety and maintenance record.

Telephone: 0151 648 4206
Email: Jane-jenkins@sky.com • Website: www.randjtravelwirral.co.uk
R&J Travel, Unit 10 Arrowe Commercial Park, Arrowe Brook Road, Wirral, CH49 1SX

16 – 33 SEATERS
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The Only Estate & 
Letting Agents You

Will Ever Need

68 Telegraph Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 0AG
Sales: 0151 342 2444 • Email: heswall@hunters.com

SALES / LETTINGS / MANAGEMENT / HUNTERS.COM



As I’ve mentioned in a lot of my articles over the last few years, Edith 
McGrath of Dale Farm married John Cameron and they lived at the farm. 
But during the winter of 1964 there was another family who also lived at 
Dale Farm.

That family included Nat, Val, Tracey and Jane. They were having a 
house built in Pensby and needed somewhere to live while that was  
going on, so they moved into the old holiday chalet. 

The story goes that it was someone they knew in the lower village who 
put them in touch with Edith Cameron and Bill McGrath, then owners of 
Dale Farm. 

In the photo you can see Tracey and Jane sitting on the steps of the 
holiday chalet with Robbie the dog. Robbie was the farm’s dog. 

I’ve spoken to the family about their time on the farm. They remember 
that they loved every minute of their time there, saying it was always so 
quiet and relaxing. The only sounds they heard were birds and cows and 
hens – no other noise to interrupt their peace. 

As I’ve mentioned in other articles, there was a swing that Bill McGrath 
had made and put up for the kids of the holidaymakers and visitors to 
the farm, which they made good use of. 

Tracey also told me a story about the lean-to hen shed at the side of 
the farmhouse where all the hens lived. When she was playing around 
the farmyard, Bill McGrath locked her in the hen shed by accident when 
she was only two years old! All’s well that ends well though, and she 
remembers her time there with happiness. The family had great times at 
Dale Farm – an adventure fondly recalled.

Next issue: Ten years since the holiday chalet was demolished and the new building was being built.

Mark Kinnish tells readers 
about The Camerons at Dale 
Farm in the winter of 1964

Tracey and Jane Cameron with Robbie the dog

Colin Ainsworth has asked for our help to contact Irma Weston (nee 
Van Den Brande) or her family, regarding a commemoration event 
in the town of Boom, Antwerp, that will remember her late husband 
Jack, amongst 20 other British soldiers who married local ladies at 
the end of WW2. He understands Irma and Jack lived in Heswall.

If you have any information please contact Heswall Magazine and 
we will pass it on to Colin.

Jack and Irma Weston

Crime month at Linghams!!
 

Monday 12th June
Clare Mackintosh Sunday Times Best Seller  

(I Let You Go and I See You)
with Gin Phillips (Fierce Kingdom)

 Venue: Linghams
Tickets £5 redeemable against either book

 
Wednesday 14th June

Mark Billingham Sunday Times Best Seller  
(Love Like Blood) in conversation with  

Chris Brookmyre
Venue: Thornton Hall Hotel and Spa

Tickets £10 redeemable against either book.

 Saturday 17th June
Ian Callaghan LFC with George Rowland signing 

copies of The Red Men of Liverpool FC.
Venue: Linghams

 

 

Independent Bookseller Week
 

 Tuesday 27th June
Sharon Bolton Sunday Times Bestseller  

(Dead Woman Walking)
Venue: Linghams

Tickets £7 redeemable against her book.

 School events with Cressida Cowell  
and Tony Robinson

(orders taken for signed books)
Venue: Linghams

 

 Tuesday 11th July
Erin Kelly (wrote the novelisation of  

BAFTA winning Broadchurch)
Venue: Linghams

 
Thursday 20th July

 Rachel Joyce (Sunday Times Best seller)
Venue: Linghams

 
Thursday 27th July

 Carol Drinkwater – Helen Herriot in the  
popular TV series All Creatures Great  

And Small (1978-1985)
Venue: Linghams
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Thornton Hough Community Trust Limited, the accredited conservation 
body for the Thornton Hough Parish, is appealing for help to save our 
green belt from developers in Thornton Hough and the wider borough 
of Wirral.

Thornton Hough Community Trust, along with many other groups in 
the Wirral, works tirelessly to protect areas from unwelcome and  
unnecessary developments.

Our village and surrounding area is now at risk from the very people 
who made it the beautiful and unique place it is today.

The once philanthropic Leverhulme Estate, led by generations of  
Viscounts, donated huge amounts of money and supported the Wirral 
in so many ways, but the legacy left for Thornton Hough is now  
potentially at risk from commercial development which is likely to  
result in financial enrichment for the developer.

Currently, there is an active planning application to encroach into the 
green belt at Brimstage, redeveloping agricultural buildings at the  
Brimstage Hall site making it into a much larger and more  
commercially focused outlet. These plans would add a massive retail 
floor space in the form of a farm shop with car and coach parks, and 
develop a new access road (car parks and access road would be 
located within the green belt). If it is approved, this development could 
potentially have a serious effect on the viability of other local farm 
shops and change the environment in the immediate vicinity forever. 
The Trust is actively opposing this application, asking the council to 
explain the “very special circumstances” that would enable  
development on the green belt in Brimstage.

Secondly, Leverhulme Estates, working in conjunction with English 
Care Villages, is proposing to build a “continuing care community” on 
Hilltop Farm and adjoining field at the very gateway to Thornton Hough. 
If approved this would increase the population of the village by a third, 
potentially dramatically increasing traffic. These plans would also affect 
the fabric of St George’s Church, which is a listed building. Furthermore, 
there would be an impact on the safety and environment of the 
children attending the local primary school, which is situated directly 
adjacent to the proposed site. 

This proposal is to offer luxurious apartments and a care home facility 
to a minority of affluent people who can afford between £220,000 and 
£550,000 to purchase the leasehold on one of these properties, plus 
the annual maintenance charge of £6,750. A recent article published 
in a leading Sunday newspaper highlighted a similar scheme. The 
cost of building opposed to the return generated is a staggering sum 
of money. The site is in the green belt, partially in the conservation 
area and a site of special landscape value, so how can this even be a 
consideration? What special circumstances can possibly exist to justify 
building this project on green belt land when there are so many other 
available sites around the Wirral without destroying or impacting on our 
green belt.

Please help us fight stop these plans and proposals. Like our Facebook 
page (https://www.facebook.com/thorntonhoughtrust/) and follow us 
on Twitter @thctrust, sign our petition: http://tiny.cc/qbo1jy, post an 
objection to the Brimstage application on the Wirral Council planning 
website: http://tiny.cc/5ylwjy, or donate to our appeal http://givi.ng/rpgl 

For further information please email info@thctrust.co.uk
These are just TWO projects potentially threatening green belt land in 

Clatterbridge Ward alone, but we know of at least two more lodged  
applications in our area and we are very mindful of the proposed  
development of the new fire station at Saughall Nassie, again using 
green belt land. We are certain that there are other less high-profile 
applications throughout the borough in existence, all trying to erode 
Wirral’s heritage. NONE OF THESE MUST BE ALLOWED TO SUCCEED.

Is this a potential disaster 
for Wirral’s green belt?

By Thornton Hough Community Trust

Novices and mature  
learners encouraged

PC, laptop or tablet (including iPad)
One-to-one lessons in your own home

Gift vouchers – a perfect  
gift for grandparents

Home Computer Tutor

Sue Freeman
0151 648 2955
info@computertutor.biz

Five friends from the MerseyTri triathlon club will be attempting the  
Enduroman Arch to Arc Triathlon Relay this month. The event starts with 
an 87-mile run from London’s Marble Arch to Dover. Then the athletes 
must swim across the English Channel to the French coast. Finally the 
athletes finish with a 181-mile bike from Calais to the Arc de Triomphe 
in Paris. The Arch to Arc timing clock starts at Marble Arch and stops at 
the Arc de Triomphe. The team will be supported by driver Derek Collie, 
the seventh man.

They are doing the event to hopefully raise £10,000 pounds to share 
between their four chosen charities – Age UK Wirral, Alzheimer’s  
Society, CLAPA (Cleft Lip and Palate association), and Mountain  
Rescue England and Wales. They have chosen these charities as each 
has a particular importance to them personally.

Doctors Branwell Spencer and Martin Pritchard-Howarth are  
consultants in elderly medicine, and both recognise the fantastic work 
that both Age UK Wirral and Alzheimer’s Society do on the Wirral to 
support older people and their families. Steve McHugh has had two 
close friends whose families have been helped and supported by 
CLAPA. All are outdoor activity enthusiasts and are keen to support the 
amazing work of the mountain rescue teams, particularly Paul Cubbins 
who is a keen rock and ice climber.

Branwell told Heswall Magazine: “We have all undertaken a number 
of charity fundraising challenges in the past and this one is certainly 
a challenge for which we are training hard. The exact start date of 
the challenge depends on a good weather slot to make the swim; the 
record for this event is around 35 hours, with the clock not stopping till 
we reach Paris.

“We are funding the challenge ourselves so all the money raised goes 
to our chosen charities, and we have been very kindly supported by two 
local companies – West Wallasey Van Hire and the Port Sunlight Trailer 
Company – who have donated a minibus and trailer to us for  
the event.”

If you would like to show your support, the group have a fundraising 
page: www.virginmoneygiving.com/team/Merseytria2a2017

Arch to Arc Triathlon

Paul Cubbins, Martin Pritchard-Howarth, Steve McHugh, Branwell Spencer, Paul Bradford and Simon Ward
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Hi all! First I’d like to take a second to introduce myself. I’m Tim Patten 
– I graduated from university having studied Criminology with Psychology, 
and I have a massive passion for food. I specifically love cooking 
healthy, tasty, notorious meals. 

When cooking I try to utilise the brilliant things we have on offer here 
on the Wirral – for example, all the local makers, growers, and artisan 
producers. I will be aiming to promote these incredible people, and 
show you a delicious recipe to showcase their produce. 

This first recipe is something that will introduce you to the way I cook. 
There is nothing better than lazy cooking; everyone can agree with me 
on this! That’s why tray bakes are brilliant – you just throw it all into 
a deep roasting dish, and forget about it for 30/40 mins! This one is 
pretty epic on the tasting front, I might add. While I was shopping in 
my local supermarket I spotted these things called kalettes, I had a 
quick google and found it’s a hybrid of a Brussel sprout and kale. I was 
instantly attracted, as I’m a sucker for anything different and unusual 
to cook with. Of course, if you can’t find any kalettes, don’t worry – just 
substitute them for Brussel sprouts and kale. 

I’d love to see you all cooking up a storm in the kitchen, so tag me on 
Instagram @timpatten2

Cajun tray bake
Ingredients

4 chicken thighs

Handful of kalettes

Handful of cherry tomatoes (roughly 6/7)

A packet of Tenderstem broccoli

1 red pepper

1 red onion

11/2 tbps of Cajun spice mix (I used Schwartz Blackened Cajun  
Seasoning mix as there’s no added sugar)

Glug of balsamic vinegar

Salt and pepper

Method

•	 Preheat	oven	to	gas	mark	7,	220C,	425F

 Chop up pepper, red onion, and slice off the bottom half of the  
 Tenderstem broccoli.

•	 Add all ingredients to a roasting pan, make sure everything is coated. 

•	 Throw	it	into	the	oven	to	roast	for	around	30/35	minutes.

Serving options... eat as it is, whack a jacket potato on the plate, or 
place it on a bed of cauliflower rice or even normal rice.  

PS… I stay clear of those nasty refined sugars that affect the body 
more than you realise. (If this is something you would like me to write 
about, please feel free to contact me and I will plan an article about 
refined sugar.)

Tray bake sensation  

Spring into Summer
Summer is now well and truly on its way and with this being Britain, it’s 
either scorching/sunny/overcast/wet/cold/snowing (delete as appropriate). 
Anyway, I’m sure we are all hoping to see some sunshine if not a searing 
heat like the summers of ’76 or ’95. With that in mind, I have chosen 
six summery wines to brighten up even the most grey of days.

A Mano Bianco (Italy, £11.95)
This is quite simply sunshine in a bottle. A delicious blend of Fiano,  
Falanghina and Greco grapes, native to the Puglia region this wine 
comes from. Notes of honeydew melon, citrus, peach, mango and  
orange blossom, this is a truly delightful wine to sip on a spring evening.

Vinaceous Impavido Vermentino (Australia, £15.95)
When we think of Vermentino we usually think of Sardinia and steep, 
mountainous vineyards. However, what is really important for the  
Vermentino grape is temperature – it likes cooler climates, perfect on 
the sloping vineyards of Sardinia and also in on the gently sloping  
vineyards close to Mount Barker in the region of the same name in 
South Australia. This has one of the coolest climates in Australia and 
makes for a very fresh and zingy wine, with lots of minerality from the 
sandy, loamy soils. Lovely and refreshing for a springtime picnic.

Dr Loosen Erdener Treppchen Riesling Kabinett  
(Germany, £17.95)
For me, sitting out in the garden after a long day in work wouldn’t be 
the same without a glass of Riesling in hand. It could be from Australia, 
USA, New Zealand or Alsace, but there really isn’t anything quite like a 
lower alcohol, off-dry style German Riesling from the Mosel Valley and 
this one from the steep Erdener Treppchen vineyard, made by Ernie 
Loosen and his team, perfectly fits the bill. Notes of honey, lime zest  
and a streak of minerality, combine with fresh acidity for a harmonious 
wine indeed.

Domaine de Montredon Picpoul de Pinet  
(France, £12.50)
Picpoul is fast becoming a more popular wine amongst wine lovers in  
the know. Similar in style to the Gavi wines from Piedmont in Northern 
Italy, this southern French white is just what the doctor ordered for a 
warm spring evening. Great with goat’s cheese salad and any type of al 
fresco dining, 

Don Cristobal Rosé (Argentina, £11.95)
Late spring and summer just wouldn’t be summer without a nice bit of 
rosé would it? This cracking rosé from Argentina is made from the Malbec 
grape, so it certainly isn’t wishy-washy. There are notes of raspberry and 
strawberry with a good all round juiciness to it. Absolutely delicious.

Domaine Berrod Fleurie (France, £16.95)
There are ten ‘Cru’ Beaujolais villages, which make wines of higher  
quality to the generic Beaujolais wines. They vary slightly in style  
depending on the vineyard sites and soil types and the Fleurie Cru 
wines are said to be the most feminine style of Beaujolais, making for 
soft, silky and seductive wines with no harsh edges or firm tannins. This 
Fleurie from Domaine Berrod is one of the best around and can even be 
taken slightly chilled if it’s an especially warm evening.

Until next time,
Graham Simpson

Whitmore & White

By Graham Simpson, Whitmore & White

W NE COLUMN
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THE PREMIER SUPPLIER OF

LIGHTING & ELECTRICAL PRODUCTS
ON THE WIRRAL

OPENING HOURS: MONDAY – FRIDAY 7.30AM – 5PM  SATURDAY 8AM – 12PM

Find us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

TES Lighting
Unit 3   Arrowe Commercial Park   Arrowe Brook Road   Upton   Wirral   CH49 1AB

T: 0151 677 3318   E: sales@teslighting.com

Visit our website: www.teslighting.com

New Wirral Showroom 
Now Open



In the last article we showed dramatic pictures of the damage 
caused by the Whitsun bombing of Heswall Lower Village during the 
Second World War. In this article we recount the damage caused to 
St Peter’s Church of England School, then located on School Hill. 
Destruction and death also occurred on the same night of 30th 
May 1941, presumably by the same stick of bombs that hit the 
Lower Village. The authors have not yet been able to establish  
the exact time of the raid. According to the memoirs of Kathleen 
Carruthers, serialised in this magazine by Greg Dawson, a  
German bomber taking part in a heavy raid on Liverpool was hit 
by anti-aircraft fire and dumped its bombs over Heswall before it 
crashed in the Welsh hills, with three Germans dragged out of the 
wreckage before it exploded. People living near Farr Hall were  
reported to have seen bombs coming out of the crippled bomber 
like confetti into the Dee. 

The original local village school associated with St Peter’s Church 
is reputed to have dated back to 1686 and was located in the 
thatched Elder Cottage (demolished in 1974) opposite the Black 
Horse public house. In 1872, William Bromley Davenport, the Lord 
of the Manor, donated land for a new school situated on School 
Hill. This generous gift was no doubt stimulated by the Elementary 
Education Act which was enacted two years earlier and which  
aimed to ensure councils provided educational facilities for all  
children between five and twelve. Davenport’s bequest specified 

that the school was for the children of labouring, manufacturing  
and other poorer classes in the Parish of Heswall, and a Committee 
to manage the school was established. A further piece of land at 
the back was donated in 1872. The school was obviously popular 
as it was extended several times. In 1894 there were 230  
children enrolled.

The photos of the damage to the school on that fateful Whitsun 
holiday show how half of it, including the house of the headmaster 
Nathaniel Loose, was completely destroyed. The headmaster’s 
adopted daughter Lilian Mills, aged 43, was killed when the house 
collapsed. Joseph Lancelotte, aged 34, who some accounts link 
romantically to Lilian as her fiancé, was found injured in School Hill 
and died on the way to hospital. He was in the Home Guard and 
lived in Roseneath, Telegraph Road.

The school was temporarily relocated to the parish church hall in 
Telegraph Road. The school’s history website tells how all the pupils 
and staff were forced to work in one room, with infants attending 
from 9am to 12.30pm and juniors from 1pm to 4.30pm. It was to 
be 1961, another 20 years, before the 304 enrolled children could 
move into the new premises in Thurstaston Road which the school 
now occupies. It would be very interesting to hear reader’s  
accounts of this time if they were pupils at the school during this 
difficult period.

Heswall	WW2	Bombing	
More	remarkable	pictures	never	before	published.																																																																												
																																								By	Roger	Lane	and	Jenny	McRonald

View of School. Only the right-hand part remains today. The Headmaster’s house is on the left

St Peter’s School in 1918 The central part of the school destroyed
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View of Headmaster’s house destroyed

The old school after renovation Interior after renovation

Only one wing of the old school could be salvaged and this  
building, renamed Richmond Hall was sold by the Rector and 
Church Wardens of St Peter’s Church to the National Association of 
Boys Clubs to accommodate Heswall Boys Club. The hall was called 
Richmond Hall because one of the original leaders of the boys club 
lived in Richmond Way, Heswall. The premises were extended in 
1981 and were used by many organisations as well as the Boys 
Club. The charity was renamed the Richmond Hall Club and its  
mission was to “help and educate young people through leisure 
time activities, foster an interest in the art of theatre and provide 
facilities for lectures, discussions, play rehearsals and to encourage 
the use of Richmond Hall in pursuit of community activities.”

Unfortunately, as society changed, there was less demand for  
the hall and the running costs were becoming a concern, so the 
trustees reluctantly decided to sell. Following a pre-application 
meeting with Wirral Borough Council Regeneration & Environment 
Department in February 2015 there was an acceptance in principle 
for a change of usage from community to residential. Sealed bids 
were invited for the hall, and the advertisements caught the  
attention of Murray and Valerie Watters, who were looking for a 
house on the Wirral. They submitted a sealed bid in August 2015, 
emphasising their wish to maintain the architectural heritage of the 
building. They were successful in their bid and engaged Ridgepro 
construction to convert the hall into a stunning family home. Many 
of the original features, including the wooden internal roof supports, 
the high ceilings and sandstone walls have been left exposed to 

make a link with the past. The front windows, boarded up ever since 
the bombing have been reglazed to their original splendour, and a 
‘school clock’ mounted on the gable to benefit all the community. 
Very sympathetic Victorian-style glazing has been used in other 
parts of the building, where some of the very utilitarian 1960s  
additions to the original Boys Club were knocked down.

The building has played an important part in the educational and 
societal history of Heswall, and the Heswall Society is grateful that 
such an elegant conversion has been carried out, providing a new 
chapter in its history.

In the next edition, the final part of this series of articles on the 
Blitz damage in Heswall will show photos of the destruction in  
Telegraph Road, Pensby Road, and Sandy Lane.

The authors are grateful to the Museum of Policing in Cheshire 
for permission to reproduce the photographs of the bomb damage, 
which are under their copyright, and to Murray and Valerie Watters 
for their help with this article.

Submitted by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com or  
0151 342 9269) on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was established in 
1953 “for the public benefit to conserve the heritage of the Parish of Heswall”. 
For more details of membership and activities please call Roger Lane or visit  
theheswallsociety.org.uk  
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A newly appointed hospital director has launched a major recruitment 
and training drive as part of a £1.1 million investment programme.  
The private Spire Murrayfield Hospital at Heswall on the Wirral is  
aiming to take on new, experienced healthcare staff and has already 
developed a training and apprenticeship programme. This will be led 
by the new director, Julie Watkinson, a nurse who trained at Liverpool’s 
Broadgreen Hospital. She has been joined on the top team by two 
more key appointments – new Matron Sandra Flynn and new Acting 
Theatre Manager Kate Rossiter.

Julie will head up the latest phase in the hospital’s development 
programme, which has seen it spend £850,000 on an advanced MRI 
scanner and £330,000 on a new day care centre. Spire  
Murrayfield has also opened a new private GP surgery and the Sarah 
White Aesthetics Suite to provide medically qualified skin and beauty 
treatments, as well as embarking on the major recruitment and  
training programme.

Julie is a 51-year-old mother of one who lives in Halewood with her 
partner. She lists bell-ringing as a hobby and when she’s not at work, 
she’s part of a team which rings the bells at churches at Woolton, 
Halewood and Hale. 

Julie has spent most of her career in the NHS after going into nursing 
at 18. Starting work at the Marie Curie Hospice in Woolton, Liverpool, 
she then trained as a nurse at Broadgreen and working there after 
qualifying. At Liverpool Heart and Chest Hospital she rose to become 
Matron/Nurse Manager before moving to Salford Royal Foundation 
Trust as Lead Nurse in charge of the Care of the Elderly Directorate. 
Having joined Spire Murrayfield in 2010 as Nursing Services Manager, 
she was appointed Acting Hospital Director before being confirmed 
in the role. Her aims for Spire Murrayfield include strengthening the 
hospital’s links with the local community and increasing the availability 
of jobs and training for local people.

Julie says: “I joined Spire because I wanted the experience of  
working in private healthcare – I remain a firm believer in the NHS, 
but there also has to be a place for the independent sector to provide 
an alternative. At Spire Murrayfield 70 per cent of our work is for the 
NHS while 30 per cent is for insurance and self-pay, but we have to do 
things differently and there are many things we do very well.

“I’m passionate about education and have a post-graduate  
qualification to prove it; I believe it’s vital that we grow and develop our 
own staff as part of our succession planning. We have already started 

a range of apprenticeships here and are looking to build links with 
local schools and colleges to offer work experience and placements to 
those interested in exploring careers in healthcare. But we also want 
to appoint experienced nurses and healthcare staff as we continue to 
develop our services. “That’s why we are constantly looking to push the 
boundaries of what we provide; as we aren’t as big as the NHS we can 
be much more flexible and turn things round more quickly, so waiting 
times are much shorter.”

The new Matron, Sandra, is 52 and a mother of two from Sefton 
Park. She began her career as an auxiliary nurse at Mossley Hill  
Hospital in the 1980s and trained at Walton and Fazackerley Hospital. 
Her career includes working at Liverpool Women’s Hospital and Arrowe 
Park Hospital on the Wirral where she was Matron for five years  
before leaving the NHS to care for her husband, Dave, who is now in 
remission after suffering from lymphatic cancer.

She returned to nursing as Matron of Spire Liverpool and she said:  
“I like the fact that in the private sector you are not limited to a  
speciality and can work in all sorts of nursing disciplines and can be 
more innovative than in the NHS.”

Spire Murrayfield’s new Acting Theatre Manager is Kate Rossiter, 35. 
Kate is from Heswall and is married with two children. After training as 
an Operating Theatre Practitioner at Whiston Hospital she moved to 
Spire Liverpool Hospital.

“I was working in the pharmacy at the Royal Liverpool Hospital and 
was just very interested in the operating theatres,” Kate said. “I was 
told about the course in Operating Department Practice at Whiston 
and I really loved it. It was even better than I’d thought – assisting the 
anaesthetist, working as a scrub nurse and helping with recovery. I got 
involved with all the areas and that’s what I like about Spire – I can  
use all my skills rather than specialising. We’ve got three theatres here 
and in one theatre you can do three different types of surgery in the 
same day.”

Working at Spire Murrayfield has broadened her experience as 
well and she added: “It’s a very different healthcare economy here 
compared to Liverpool, which is much more multicultural and densely 
populated. It is a lovely place to work and we’re very much an  
extended family here; and that’s true of the whole Spire organisation – 
even if we can’t provide a particular service here, our Spire family will 
be able to at one of our sister hospitals.”

As Julie says, it feels it’s very much a team effort at Spire Murrayfield. 

New director spearheads recruitment 
drive at top Wirral private hospital

New team: Julie Watkinson, centre, new Hospital Director at Spire Murrayfield Hospital, with the hospital’s new Matron, Sandra Flynn, left, and Theatre Manager Kate Rossiter.
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Holmwood Drive, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 1AU
07764 615934 or 0151 929 5223  sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers

We are delighted to introduce the  
M22 IPL Laser – offering treatment 

for 30 different skin conditions

•	Pigmented	Lesions

•	Vascular	Lesions/Veins	

•	Sun	Damage	

•	Unwanted	hair

•	Fine	lines	and	wrinkles

•	Age	Spots

•	Acne	Scars	and	Surgical	Scars

•	Textured	Irregularities

•	Lax	Skin

•	Stretch	Marks

•	Rosacea

Consultant Vascular Surgeon, Leith Williams and Consultant Dermatologist, Wendy Farrar from  
Spire Murrayfield will be working alongside us to ensure you get the very best advice and treatment.

We are also pleased to welcome Abbey McLaughlin and Dr Fiona Harper to our expanding team.

Introductory offers available
for a limited time

We	are	proud	to	announce	that	we	have	been	selected	to	stock	the	exclusive	La	Roche-Posay	and 
Vichy	Sun	Creams.	Hypoallergenic	&	specifically	formulated	for	very	sensitive	skin	with	dermatolodical 

active	ingredients.	Full	range	including	children’s	in	stock	ready	for	your	holidays.
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Heswall-based Condor Aerial Photography uses drones to produce imagery from the everyday to special days from 
an alternative perspective. From creative projects such as film and wedding photography to practical applications 
like roofing surveys and aerial mapping.
Owner Carl Traill told Heswall Magazine: “My love of aircraft began during my RAF career, which involved me  

operating the Rapier air defence system which ironically was used to destroy enemy aircraft (a kind of forerunner  
of the modern day drone). With a healthy dose of imagination and creativity, we work with clients to capture the 
special events and memories they want to look back on from a very different perspective. Our professional  
integrity and commitment to making sure that you absolutely get the footage you require means we go the extra 
mile to fulfill your brief.”
Carl continued: “We have CAA permission for commercial work and public liability insurance of £5m. Before  

filming or photographing with our drone, we always conduct a site survey to ensure that there are no flight  
restrictions or other issues that may affect the aerial shoot. To ensure public safety, there are understandably  
many regulations in place which we must adhere to.”

Condor Aerial Photography

Carl will be only too happy to discuss how best to work with 
you on your project. Contact him today on 07851 603992  

or email: enquiries@condoraerialphotography.co.uk

www.condoraerialphotgraphy.co.uk
26 HESWALL MAGAZINE • JUNE 2017



Join Mark and Fiona to celebrate 
the opening of their new Dream 
Doors showroom at on Thursday 
15th, Friday 16th and Saturday 
17th June. 

The Mayor will officially open the 
showroom at 12 noon on Thursday 
15th June. On Friday 16th June, 
join us for sandwiches and nibbles 
– and bubbles of course! – from 
12 noon to 2pm. On Saturday 
17th June we’re having bubbles 
and nibbles from 12 noon to 3pm, 
and face painting from 1pm to 3pm.

Dream Doors (Chester & Wirral) was successfully launched last year  
by husband and wife team, Mark and Fiona. They continue to go from 
strength to strength and are excited to be opening their new showroom.  

Dream Doors offer a simple kitchen makeover by keeping your 
existing kitchen units and replacing the doors, hinges and handles. 
Laminate worktops and solid surface worktops can be fitted in just 
one day. Sinks and appliances can be replaced for new at the same 
time, or, if you want a full replacement kitchen, Dream Doors can do 
that too!  

Customers are already giving positive feedback with Checkatrade.com 
rating Dream Doors a ‘9.7’ for fitting and service. Mike, a recent  
customer from West Kirby, said: “Mark and Fiona give a thoroughly 
professional and friendly service with detailed planning and clear  
communication at every stage – we’re delighted with our kitchen –  
and all at a very fair price.” 

Call Mark and Fiona now for your free quote on: 0151 342 
1222 or 01244 953 736.

New Dream Doors showroom 
opening in Heswall! 

At Harding Motor Company we stock mainly 
one private owner low mileage cars with full 
service history at highly competitive prices
Home demonstrations a pleasure. Generous part exchange  

allowances. Finance is available subject to status

Should you require a specific vehicle we specialise in  
sourcing cars for many of our customers at the right price

Fully equipped onsite workshop with skilled technicians  
servicing and repairs to all makes at reasonable cost.

Mot testing station offering free local collection and  
delivery or courtesy cars are available upon request.

Harding Motor Company Limited
0151 336 3965 • www.hardings4cars.co.uk    

Boathouse Lane, Parkgate

We buy cars with no admin fees the price we offer is the price we will pay.

The Harding Motor Company is a family concern. Founding Director, 
Steve Harding has over four decades of experience within the motor 
industry. They are rightly proud of their long-serving staff, some of 
whom have been with the company since 1993 when it opened, 
and the business is still at its original location in Boathouse Lane, 
Parkgate. Over time, they have built an enviable reputation for  
supplying quality, well-prepared, fully serviced, mainly one-owner 
used cars at the right price, combined with first-class after-sales 
care and warranty.

Steve told Heswall Magazine: “We have a reputation for  
treating our customers with absolute integrity. We have up to  
100 low-mileage one-owner cars with full service history. Many 
motorists are confused as to what to buy – whether it should be 
petrol, diesel, electric or hybrid. It all depends on each customer’s 
needs and we are happy to discuss and advise what suits you best.”

Steve continued: “Our competitive pricing policy and generous 
part-exchange prices ensure we are comparable with any other 
company. Many dealers now charge a buyer fee when you buy or 
sell a car, but we never will. We are also happy to offer home  
demonstration or test drives.”

In the event that Hardings don’t hold your vehicle of choice in 
stock, their sourcing department will be happy to assist in locating  
a suitable car to your specific requirements without any obligation 
for you to purchase. 

Hardings’ Service Department has a fully equipped workshop with 
highly qualified technicians and an MOT testing station. They offer 
free local pickup and return, and courtesy cars are available.

With a vast array of reputable industry contacts, including main 
dealers and major companies, Hardings can offer a choice of literally 
thousands of cars available at any one time. They can also arrange 
finance, subject to status and are a Black Horse approved dealer.

Harding Motor Company
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A Celtic settlement was discovered at the Romano-British excavation in 
Irby during the 1990s. Rob Philpott, the archaeologist in charge of the 
dig, told me that small pieces of coal and iron waste were found in the 
remains of a primitive smithying hearth. It was thought the coal probably 
came from the Neston area, though it could have been bartered from  
a settlement in North Wales. To prove exactly where the coal came 
from, I took samples of coal from the slag heaps in Little Neston,  
which Rob sent to British Coal laboratories to be analysed. The answer 
was that the coal found at the dig in Irby was identical to that from the  
slag heaps, thus proving that man has been using coal from the Little 
Neston/Ness area for at least 2,000 years. 

Coal would have been first found on the surface and open cast mined 
simply by digging holes or trenches into outcrops of coal. It was not 
until the 1600s and 1700s that coal was dug for sale on a larger scale; 
J.H. Hodson wrote that two small pits were worked in the 1600s. Coal 
found at reasonably shallow depths was often reached by sloping  
tunnels or by digging ‘bell’ or ‘bottle’ pits – these were deep holes dug 
until the coal was reached, then widened out into the coal seam making 
big bottle-shaped holes. The first large-scale commercially mined coal 
was dug from deep tunnel mines opened in the Denhall area of Ness  
by the Stanley family of Hooton Hall in 1759. There were no local 
labourers who knew anything about deep underground coal mining so 
skilled miners were brought in, mainly from North Wales. In the early 
days, colliers worked at several tasks. Hewers hacked coal from the 
face for the drawer who shovelled the coal into tubs that the getter 
pulled from the working face to the shaft bottom. Then the banksman 
gave instructions and guided the load of coal which was winched up by 
the winder. Coal was supplied to big houses all over Wirral and beyond. 

In 1768, my direct ancestor John Dawson, Yeoman of Irby and  
Moreton, made a land rental agreement with Sir Philip Egerton of 
Leasowe Castle and Oulton, for an estate in Moreton called Cookes 
Tenement. One of the many conditions stipulated was that every year 
John Dawson had to transport one good wagon load of coal from  
Ness Colliery for Sir Philip Egerton and also “deliver yearly at Oulton  
aforesaid, one other waggon load”.  

During the 1760s, Denhall Quay was built on the banks of the River 
Dee for the purpose of loading ships with coal for export, mostly to 
Southern Ireland and the Isle of Man. Coal was also shipped to Chester 
and Welsh coastal towns such as Rhuddlan and Aberystwyth. In 1764 
a ship loaded with coal from Ness set sail for Philadelphia, but ran 
aground up river at Dawpool. 

After years of mining, the shafts extended for over a mile under the River 
Dee. About 1791, Baronet Sir Thomas Stanley had two underground 
canals cut to enable coal to be transported in boats from various parts 
of the mines to the pit shafts for winding up to the surface. Mortimer 
states that one canal was 60 yards below the surface and the other 94. 

The colliers hacked coal away from under the coalface with picks to 
undermine it. Then, by hammering and turning long metal spikes,  
they drilled holes in the coalface. These drill holes were packed with 
gunpowder and the coal was blasted from the face. The huge lumps of 
coal were then broken up and shovelled into baskets aboard the long 
narrow flat-bottomed boats. Men propelled the boats along at about 
one mile an hour by lying on the baskets of coal and pushing against 
the roof of the tunnel with their feet. 

In the 1850s, Denhall Gutter (the channel to Denhall Quay) became 
too badly silted up to be used by shipping. This robbed the mines of 
their means of cheap direct transport to their main customers and 
as some seams were being worked out, all mines in Ness and Little 
Neston closed in 1855. In 1873, borings were made in Little Neston to 
locate new stocks of coal. Two years later in Heswall a Mr Bromley  
Davenport made borings in a field called Scouts Meadow between 
Manners Lane and Riverbank Road. Fresh borings in Little Neston at 
the bottom of Wood Lane, later called Colliery Lane (now Marshlands 
Road), found worthwhile deposits of coal.

In the 1820s, transporting coal in boats was abandoned and the 
canals pumped out. A railway system was laid out for small waggons 
called tubs, drawn by pit ponies which lived down the mines. According 
to land tax records, there were also two very small pits operated by 
local men: Thomas Sharpe and Thomas Cottrell. Stanley was a bad 
employer, always trying to cut miners wages. A letter written in 1830  
records coal raised at Ness Colliery: 2,402 tons from October to 

December 1829, 2,945 tons from 31 December to April 1830, 1,057 
tons from April to June 1830, with 100 tons of coal on the bank 
probably awaiting export. The balance in profit from this period was 
only £235. In the 1830s there were six pits in Ness, situated in areas 
referred to as Denna Coal Works and Snab Pits worked by the Stanley 
family and one pit in Little Neston owned by Cottingham and Leacroft. 

At this time children worked in the mines as cheap labour; a James 
Woods worked in the mine with his sons Peter and Thomas aged 9 and 
11. It was not until 1860 that the minimum legal age for underground 
workers was raised from 10 to 12 years. 

Miners in the Neston area just like everywhere liked a drink. Labouring  
in such a dusty atmosphere was obviously thirsty work, and ale was 
looked upon as a tonic and a ‘medicine’ to swill out their throats. In 1830, 
there were plenty of pubs for miners to choose from. Neston had the 
Bay Horse, Brewers Arms, Black Bull, Coach and Horses, Golden Lion, 
Greenland Fishery, Hope & Anchor, Nag’s Head, Plough, Spotted Cow 
and the White Horse. In Little Neston were the Bull & Dog, Royal Oak, 
and Welch Harp. The Welch Harp was the most popular as it was closest 
to the mine; it later became known as the Harp Inn and is still open today. 

A new shaft called King Mine was sunk during 1876, close to the 
River Dee and the colliery was renamed Neston Colliery Company. Key 
men were brought in from outside the area for the skilled and dangerous 
job of sinking the new shaft. One of these men was my wife’s great 
grandfather, Ellis Roberts, who came from Iscoyed near Higher Wych on 
the Welsh border between Malpas and Whitchurch. During the sinking 
of the shaft there was a rock fall that buried some of the men. Luckily 
nobody was killed, but Ellis’s leg was badly crushed. He was carried to 
a nearby cottage where his leg was amputated on the kitchen table. 
King Mine opened in 1877, using the modern machinery of the day and 
more efficient pumps. A winding house was built, a new engine installed 
and more miners were brought in from other areas. 

Seams worked were the seven-foot soft five-quarter, six-foot strong 
bony king-coal, five-foot badger, four-foot, bastard cannel, and others. 
The seven-foot seam was 500 feet down. Each coalface worker was 
expected to mine a certain amount of coal per day, possibly two yards; 
this set amount was called a ‘stint’ and the expression: ‘I’ve done my 
stint’ is still used today.  

Soon coal was brought up for sale: an entry from the 1878 diary of 
Henry Totty of Lydiate Farm, Heswall, records that there was “Very fair 
coal selling at 8 shillings  (40p) per ton at Ness Colliery”. People still 
called it Ness Colliery even though the new mine was in Little Neston. 
Luckily, by this time, Ellis Roberts had recovered from his leg amputation; 
in 1878 he married Anne Jellicoe of 14 Cross Street and went back to 
work at the colliery as a coal carrier, transporting coal in horse-drawn 
wagons. They lived in the Badger Butt (named after an old coal seam) 
now called Badger Bait. Later on, Ellis and his family moved into 14 
New Street and he was employed in the colliery engine house.

In 1881 about half the miners came from Wales, about a quarter 
came from Lancashire and about a quarter from the Neston area, with 
a couple of dozen from here, there and everywhere, including Ireland, 
Staffordshire, Yorkshire, and other Wirral villages. Sea View Cottages 
(later called New Street) and Colliery Row, (now Seven Row) were built 
for incoming miners. 

Coal	Mining	in	Wirral	
																																																																																						By	Greg	Dawson

Ellis ‘Peg Leg’ Roberts with sons and workmates at Wirral Colliery. His peg leg was made by  
William Handley, the colliery carpenter. Although seriously ill after his accident he eventually  

recovered and lived to celebrate his diamond wedding anniversary. Ellis died in 1938 aged 84.
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The mine was wet and prone to flooding as water constantly seeped 
down from the River Dee. In 1884, the miners went on strike for better 
pay and caused the closing of Neston Colliery Company, which eventually 
reopened as the Wirral Colliery Company. The census of 1891 records 
153 mine employees, the same as ten years before, but with far more 
local men employed in the mine. This was due to many  
Lancashire and Welsh miners moving back home when the mine closed 
during the strike. To stay employed, miners moved around a lot as mines 
hired and fired men due to disputes, seams being worked out or flooded, 
etc. There were a lot of mines in those days. On the Welsh side of the 
Dee there were collieries in Ewloe, Flint, Bagillt (11 pits), Greenfield, 
Whitford, Mostyn and Llanasa. Just how much miners moved around is 
illustrated in census records, for example, Job Evans from Halkyn  
married Ann from Little Neston and their son was born in Mostyn; 
George Norman from Neston, married Ellen from Newton-le-Willows and 
his sons were born in Rainford and Bickerstaffe. James Platt, the mine 
manager, was born in St Helens, his wife came from Skelmersdale, 
and his ten children were born in either Bickerstaffe, Ormskirk or Little 
Neston. All these above towns were then in mining areas. 

Production and workforce figures were up and down in the early 
1900s. The quality of the coal was rather poor and the mine was  
struggling to make a profit. Between 1911 and 1915, Wirral Colliery 
closed and opened several times. In 1916, the colliery was taken over 
by the government for the war effort. A number of miners volunteered 
for military service and altogether 91 men from Neston were killed in 
the Great War.

As always, Wirral Colliery was a dangerous and hazardous place, not 
only below ground but also on the surface. My wife’s grandfather’s 
17-year-old brother Richard Roberts was a surface worker. On 6 March 
1917, as on any other day, his mother Anne brought his ‘snap’ (midday 
meal) to him from their cottage in New Street. When he saw her coming, 
Richard ran to meet her, but slipped on frosty ground, fell under the 
wheels of the colliery steam train and was killed. In 1919, the colliery 
was handed back to Wirral Colliery Company (1915 Ltd). It just managed 
to keep its head above water. To produce more coal, and hopefully 
more profit, the workforce was increased to over 300 in the 1920s, 
but although more coal was produced, profits fell. The 1926 Colliery 
Yearbook records Wirral Colliery workforce was down to 111 miners 
working underground, in the six-foot and seven-foot seams, producing 
household and steam coal, and 37 men working on the surface.

 Life was extremely hard for miners – after being lowered down the 
mine, men might have to walk over half a mile along dark tunnels to 
the coalface. With no goggles or dust masks supplied in those days, 
flying splinters and choking dust sometimes caused blindness and early 
death. There were also a lot of mice, which were carried down in the 
bales of straw and hay for the ponies. The mice ate the miners’ butties 
if these weren’t in snap-tins. 

Every year there were many accidents – between 1911 and 1927 
there were 530 recorded injuries. Many accidents were caused by huge 
lumps of ironstone and coal crashing down from the roof of the mine. 
In one rock fall, George ‘Kydo’ Jones and several others were injured. 
When Kydo came out of Chester Infirmary after losing part of his thigh 
and two fingers, he refused to go back down the pit and became a 
shepherd on Burton Marsh. My wife’s grandfather, Ted Roberts, caught 
pneumonia working down the pit. He got a job at Lever Brothers so 
he moved to Buffs Lane, Heswall, as it wasn’t as far to walk to Port 
Sunlight as from Seven Row. The year 1926 was a particularly bad one 
for Neston miners when Frederick Abel, aged 24, was killed. There was 
also a long and bitter strike when mine owners tried to force the miners 
to accept a pay cut and work longer hours. In May 1926 all miners took 
part in a general strike and stayed out. There was great suffering and 
poverty. The Neston miners shared out what they had and some went 
poaching, wildfowling and fishing, and did anything they could to put 
food on the table. 

Mrs Cissey Evans, a fisherman’s widow of Mostyn Avenue, Heswall, 
told me that as a little girl she helped her father ‘Ginger’ Smith pick 
coal from the slag heaps to heat their home in nearby New Street. 
Arthur Bulley, a wealthy Liverpool cotton broker, conservationist, and 
strong socialist who lived at Mickwell Brow (the grounds of which were 
given to Liverpool University and became Ness Gardens) helped the 
miners; his wife supplied them with soup daily and provided weekly food 
vouchers. However, after six months of severe hardship the miners had 
to throw the towel in. They were forced to return to work for less pay 
– five shillings and eight pence per day (about 29p) plus bonus. Wirral 
Colliery resumed production but was found to be running at a loss and 
in 1927, the workforce was reduced to 60 men and boys working the 
most economical seams. The mine still lost money and closed a few 
months later. As a last resort, an old pit close to Denhall Quay was 
reopened and coal of doubtful quality was brought up for a short while. 
In 1928, the Little Neston mines were finally sealed off and the  
equipment was sold, along with the shire horses, which were used to 
deliver the coal.

Although conditions down the mine were appalling, it was a sad 
day for many when the colliery closed. Mining was a way of life to a 
hard core of local families who were brought up to it and there was a 
certain comradeship between them. There are still many families in the 
Neston area whose ancestors worked in Ness and Little Neston mines. 
To name a few, the Anyon, Bartley, Jellicoe, Lawley, and Swift families 
mined there over 200 years ago. Some mining families with ancestors 
from Lancashire are Beattie, Eccles, Hampson and Hilton. Apart from 
the many Jones, Williams, Roberts, Price and Parrys, there were other 
Welsh miners with names such as Hare, Millington, Peers, Tudor,  
Wellings and Wynne. These old families and more survived the hard 
times and stayed.

The last shift at Wirral Colliery. L to R Arthur Jones, Dave Parry, Joe Burkey, Joe Millington, Bill Williams, Riche Williams, John M Williams, Jack Campion, Henry Williams and ‘Cobber’ Jim Jones.  
With so many men having the same Welsh surnames, many had nicknames. ‘Cobber’ Jones was so called because his granddad was a cobbler. 
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We had all that week to reflect on the nobby race and the preparations 
it entailed and come next year, I think we’ll be there. Our Thursday 
night visit to Parkgate was spent answering questions. Chris wanted 
to know everything that had gone on and what we had done. Pat 
was busy writing it all out for Annie. When I said that I’d expected 
to see him there, he said: “I couldn’t stand it lad. I’ve seen the 
specialist at hospital, and he says I need an operation; he will write 
to my doctor and let him know when I can attend.”

This was the end of June and the next week when we visited Chris 
and Annie, he said he had an appointment to go in December. This 
horrified us; this gentle old man couldn’t wait that long.

I happened to mention this to Donald and he said: “Leave it to me.” 
With his contacts and a few letters, Chris was admitted to hospital a 
week or two later, had his ‘op’ and was out inside two weeks.

Donald had now become a regular visitor to Parkgate, which I 
was pleased about, because Chris and Annie would have someone 
else to cheer them up, and Donald could certainly do that. We’d 
hear about Donald’s visits when we went. Chris would tell me with 
a chuckle what Don had been up to and Lucy would take Annie a 
lovely bunch of flowers (she adored flowers).

The year wore on. We took our holidays and Pat wrote a daily  
account of all that we did and saw, so that Annie might read it when 
we got back (Pat had done this for a few years). Annie was always 
interested in what Pat wrote for her; she used to say, “I’ll read this 
after you’re gone.”

Back on the shrimping at weekends was a way of life for me in  
company with the others and there was always someone at hand, 
should anything go wrong.

Jim Anyoe, a good friend of mine, who’d got his boat, Jackie H, 
more or less the same time as I got the Welshgirl, told me that as  
a young man he used to maintain the engines of the Parkgate  
fishermen’s boats, the Ethel included.

Jim is a regular shrimper and helped me out on numerous  
occasions, guiding me out in pitch-dark mornings as he had radar 
and navigational aids in his boat. One time the key came out of  
the drive shaft in my gearbox, as I was fishing down Little Lee. I 
managed to get the gear in and called Jim over the radio to ask him 
to tow me in when the fishing was finished, this he did – it was a 
good job it was a calm day.

When I told Chris about it, he said: “We were shrimping down the 
shore once (Point of Ayr, Ffrith, Rhyl) and Joe Robinson and Stan in 
the Onward fouled the propeller. We went alongside, asked him to 

put a strop right round the stem end of the boat and we lifted the 
whole of the stem out of the water with the capstan while young 
Stan freed the prop off, and then carried on shrimping.” I thought 
that was great idea as who would think of lifting a boat clear of  
the water? But the Onward was a much smaller boat, so it was 
quite feasible.

Stan’s son Tommy now fishes with a boat called Joe’s Girl,  
named after his grandfather. Jim called his boat Jackie H after his 
granddaughter and both boats came from the same mould.

Some time later, when crewing for Jim, we got the net in the 
screw, in the Welsh Deep, off Greenfields. We were towed back to 
the moorings by Bob Lydiate in Roma; such is the safety of fishing 
with company and other boats.

The most horrific year of my boating life was 1988. The year started 
off windy, and this went on for weeks and weeks. I remember the 
lads commenting on it when we were gathered in the boatyard at 
Heswall at the weekends. All moaning about the weather and not 
being able to do the much-needed jobs on the boats. March came, 
time for rubbing down and scraping off, gear check, rigging  
replaced, if needed, but the wind, rain and cold stopped it all.

We finally got a decent weekend and I sanded the hull off, then  
undercoated it. The next day the undercoat was still tacky because 
it was so cold it wouldn’t set. Surely the bad weather had to stop 
some time? The end of April and beginning of May found Welshgirl 
all spick and span. We took her down to Thurstaston, ready for the 
season – ready for a bit of sailing (with a new mainsail Bill Ashbrook 
had given me off the Esk), a bit of shrimping, and, at the same 
time, trying to keep her looking good for the nobby race in July. By 
the way, I had changed jobs again, I now worked for WBC, so my 
weekends were free again – yippee!

In between the gales we didn’t do much fishing, It seemed to be  
blowing all the time, the seabed was upside down and it needed a  
calm period to settle everything down. I think July was OK so we  
managed to do a bit of sailing. Nobby race day was coming up fast  
and I still hadn’t decided to go, owing to the inclement weather. 
When it was just a fortnight before the race, one thing was certain 
– we wouldn’t be in the Albert Dock this year as the wind stopped 
us from going round. 

Henry, who was in the same predicament, said a friend of his 
would let us use a couple of moorings at Tranmere, if we could get 
round, so we went for it at the first opportunity.

I can’t remember if it was a Saturday or a Sunday. I do recall I 
took Pat, with the dinghy was towed behind ready to come ashore 
at Tranmere. Henry took young Henry with him and we set off, as 
we did a year earlier, with the ebb, catching the flood through the 
rock channel. The wind was a strong southerly which suited us till 
we were coming down the rock as the wind was now over the tide, 
causing quite a sea. The dinghy kept riding up our stern so I bent 
another piece of rope onto the painter to give it more slack.

It was a really grey day and the wind was freshening all the time. 
Once in the Mersey, we could keep close to the west side and in 
calm water, but first we had to go through the Perch Rock, (I didn’t 
like that bit). Anyway, we managed it, with Henry in front, as usual. 
We started past the New Brighton moorings, when his friend, Harry 
Jones in Eyecatcher, came to meet us. He went alongside of  
Henry and young Henry, jumped on board and was in his element, 
steering fast launch to Tranmere. We followed – by this time the 
wind was near gale force.

We were glad to get into the shelter of the oil jetties and moored 
up. It was only a few yards to scull to the slipway, where our Bill met 
us with the dinghy trailer. The wind didn’t really abate all that week. 
Chris and Jim would look up into the sky and say: “It’s full of muck,” 
meaning there’s bad weather coming. I was sure it wouldn’t be fit 
enough for us to race; although it was July, the way the weather 
was, you’d think it was March.

Continuing our serialisation of Geoff Andrews’ fascinating 
book, Memories of a Lifetime Past, about the life and 

times of Parkgate fishermen, Chris & Jim Peters
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Are the new vastly increased  
probate fees just another form of 

inheritance tax for the less wealthy?
BY MIKE BARNES, WIRRAL ESTATE PLANNING

YOU CAN AVOID THIS NEW HARSH 
TAX 100% LEGALLY BY SETTLING 

YOUR HOME INTO

A FAMILY TRUST
DRAWN UP BY OUR TRUST  
SPECIALIST BARRISTERS

FOR AN INFO PACK CALL

0845 052 2757
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

It is said that the only two certainties in life are death and taxes. 
The new massive increase in probate fees certainly combines both!

The new sliding scale of probate fees is, most definitely, an  
increase in the scope of inheritance tax to ensnare average  
families and the less wealthy into the inheritance tax net.

Just like inheritance tax, this new ‘tax’ will have to be paid by 
the executors of your will before the grant of probate is received, 
which enables them to deal with your estate.

Your executors will have to use their own cash resources to pay 
the new fees, or as one cabinet minister recently said: “They 
should consider taking out short term expensive loans to pay the 
fees/tax.” How naive and pathetic a statement!!

And let’s not forget those souls paying inheritance tax as well – 
those people will suffer a double whammy.

The new fees are just a further additional raid on the finances of 
the elderly and the middle class. And, as if retirees and the elderly 
don’t lose enough already from their hard-earned (and already tax 
paid) assets and income, what with spiralling funeral costs,  
ever-increasing care home fees etc., the government comes along 
and imposes yet another raid on their finances!

But, apart from the two certainties in life of death and taxes, 
there is, in fact, a third certainty, which is that these taxes will  
rise inexorably!

All finance professionals, to a man, agree that this is only the 
start. Without question these new probate fees/inheritance tax  
will rise every year, just like the taxes on alcohol, tobacco, and  
fuel duties.

Make no mistake; this tax is set to rise every year, as it is a 
tax that is very cheap to collect. It will be just too tempting for 
chancellors to ignore in their future budgets. Professionals are 
all agreed that this tax could quite easily reach 10% of estate 
value within five to ten years. That would mean around tax raid of 
around £20,000 and up on an ‘average’ estate value of just  
over £200,000.

Luckily, there is a 100% legal way to avoid this punitive new tax. 
Setting up a family trust to hold your home and any other assets 
of value (including cash) will help you avoid this tax raid, possibly 
in full. Assets held within your family trust do not form part of your 
estate upon your death. Those assets pass immediately to your 
chosen beneficiaries, saving much time, taxes and legal fees.

Furthermore, you retain a ‘life interest’ in your family trust  
which allows you to use those assets in any way you wish during 
your lifetime.

For an info pack, call Wirral Estate Planning on 0845 052 
2757 or visit www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

We have an excellent reputation for good 
care and outstanding value. Our pleasant 
country location offers accessibility and 

comfort for all and our soon to open café 
will offer another dimension to the care 
services we offer residents and visitors. 

The Chapel House provides Specialist  
Nursing Care. Our residential home  

Plessington Court provides 24-hour care and 
bespoke Day Care for people with memory 

loss. All our services are currently rated 
good by the Care Quality Commission.

Our team members are very experienced 
and include Admiral Nurses who are  

dementia specialist nurses. We provide an 
integrated approach to holistic care and 
a friendly personal service to each of our 
residents. We work in collaboration with 
our residents and their family to ensure 
that every need is catered for and as an  

independent private home we can provide  
a real home from home.

Compassion today 
and purpose for 

tomorrow…

Dementia Resource Community, The Chapel House
Chapel House Lane, Puddington Cheshire CH64 5SW

Registered Manger: Kim Dawson (Admiral Nurse)

Telephone: 0151 336 2323 
www.dementiaresourcecommunity.co.uk
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Retired police officers in the Wirral are pioneers in an ambitious national 
network of highly vetted handymen launched by ‘Trust in Blue Handymen’.

Helping to combat the endemic ongoing problem of cowboy builders 
and dodgy tradespeople, local retired police officers with a passion for 
home maintenance and gardening are taking up tools to provide peace 
of mind to the residents and businesses of Heswall and nearby.

Typically police officers retire after 30 years’ service and most are still 
eager to continue playing an active and productive role in their communities. 

All Trust in Blue Handymen are subjected to various checks to assess 
their suitability to the work prior to joining. Handymen are required to 
provide references to verify their skills, evidence of their Public Liability 
Insurance cover and are criminal record checked via an Enhanced DBS 
Check. Once up and running, the company checks client feedback 
after every job to ensure that the highest levels of service are being 
delivered ongoing. 

Managing Director, Nick Orde-Powlett, hopes that the company’s  
rigorous selection process will bring security and peace of mind to 
people in the area: “Our vetting process is second to none. All of our 
handymen are friendly retired police officers with many years working 
in the community under their belt – they understand peoples’ concerns 
and fears better than anyone else and they genuinely care.”

Using this unique pool of talented and trustworthy individuals, the 
Blue Handymen network is hoping to ensure total trust through a  
careful selection process and a rigorous ongoing feedback and  
improvement programme.

Paul Ainscough has recently joined as a trusted handyman in 
Heswall: After 30 years as a Police Officer I still have the need to keep 
busy and I enjoy meeting people. I decided to join Trust in Blue, as I 
still enjoy decorating and transforming rooms, it also allows me to put 
something back into my local community and using the skills I have 
learnt from professionals over the years,  at a reasonable price. A lot 
of people only require small jobs doing and are unable to afford big 
callout fees etc, this is where I feel I can make a difference.”

You can book a free quote online at www.trustinblue.com or by 
calling Freephone 0800 255 0 255.

Trusted Local Handymen

Andrew’s Estates Directors Ben Adams and Dan Hewitt raised 
£576 for St Johns Hospice last month by running in the Chester 
Half Marathon.

Both Ben and Dan got round in under their target times of 1 hour 
50 minutes for the 13.1 miles, with Ben in at 1 hour 43 minutes 
and Dan at 1 hour 46 minutes. 

Ben told Heswall Magazine: “St Johns Hospice is a charity we 
have profound respect for and have seen first hand the good work 
they do. The next challenge is to do a full marathon later in the 
year and we’ll be looking for other Andrew’s staff to join us.”

Irby Motors are proud to announce the arrival of Adam Whittingham 
who has 25 years’ experience as a motor technician, including  
working to exacting standards required by VOSA in public transport. 

He has recently been working predominately with BMWs, Audis 
and Mercedes, involving rebuilds, troubleshooting and diagnosis. 

The dealership boasts a team of five extremely experienced  
mechanics needed to process sales cars to their strict preparation, 
and working in the busy MOT lane and service and repair bays.

Andrew’s Estates Directors 
raise over £500 for Charity

New Motor Technician 
at Irby Motors
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Have you heard about the local community group whose willing 
volunteers do much to promote conservation and improvement of 
our local area?

The Irby, Thurstaston and Pensby Amenity Society (ITPAS) is a  
registered charity formed in 1974, which describes itself as “vibrant  
and progressive”. Looking at some of their recent achievements, it’s 
easy to see why.

ITPAS successfully applied for ‘Your Wirral’ grants from Wirral Borough 
Council, securing funding for extensive daffodil planting. The spring 
displays were stunning, with hundreds of daffodils appearing along the 
verges in Thurstaston, Thingwall, Pensby and Irby. And have you spotted 
the new ‘Thurstaston – a conservation area’ sign in the sandstone wall 
at the top of station road? Again, another ITPAS initiative.

Recently, the council sought nominations for “special places” to install 
new benches so that the public may enjoy our beautiful peninsula.  
ITPAS responded by suggesting a vintage style seat for Thurstaston  
Village – overlooking St Bartholomew’s Church, the village green and 
the Dee Estuary. Member volunteers helped to prepare the site.  

One area of current local concern is the publication of the council’s 
1,500-page Core Strategy Local Plan, which seeks to identify land  
suitable for development so that the council may meet its housing  
targets. As part of the consultation process, ITPAS has examined the 
plan in detail and has commented on the threat to our long-established 
green belt areas.

ITPAS covers a wider area than its title suggests. All of Thingwall,  
Arrowe Park, parts of Frankby, Thurstaston Hill, Royden Park, the beach 
between Dee Sailing Club and Heswall plus all of Pensby, Irby and the 
conservation village of Thurstaston are included.

Melanie Walker, Chairman, commented: “I am extremely fortunate to 
chair an enthusiastic committee who give freely of their time. Without 
their dedication and hard work, the society could not exist. The  
committee is proud to be continuing the good work of previous  
members in fulfilling the long-standing aims of the society. Although 
ITPAS has a healthy and representative membership across its patch, 

we are constantly looking to swell our numbers and I urge old and  
new residents alike to consider becoming members so our work can 
continue to make a positive difference within our community.”

ITPAS membership is a mere £5.00 per annum per household. You 
don’t even have to live in the area to be a member. For this small 
subscription members receive two newsletters, and can attend four free 
meetings a year featuring topical speakers.

To learn more about our work, to become a member, volunteer or 
committee member, please look on our community noticeboards 
in Pensby and Irby, visit our website www.itpas.org or contact the 
ITPAS secretary, Ian Chalmers, on 648 5619. 

Community	volunteers	in	action!

34 HESWALL MAGAZINE • JUNE 2017



Helplink offers transport, shopping and friendship across the Wirral to 
those needing a little support. Our wonderful army of volunteers  
support over 750 clients; in the past year they have given 37,500 
hours of their time. 

The support and friendship we provide to those finding life a little  
difficult, which could be due to illness, disability or as a result of  
reduced mobility, isolation or bereavement, is a lifeline for many. 

Demand for our services is unfortunately very high, so we desperately 
need more volunteers to help. If you could spare a couple of hours a 
week, we would love to hear from you. 

Helplink volunteer Julie Marshall describes ‘A day in the life of 
a Helplink volunteer’.

“I work for Helplink every Thursday and the day can be very varied. I 
have my regular clients who I see each week, but also there are usually 
some other clients each week who I just see occasionally. This is one 
of my typical days.

“I pick up my first client at 10.00am as she is going to the eye  
department at Arrowe Park. Many of my clients have some sort of 
visual impairment, but they are invariably cheerful and very appreciative  
of a friendly guiding arm. We have a chat during the journey and I 
discover her family live some distance away. I reassure her that I will 
be picking her up, and I will come into the department to find her. She 
relaxes and seems much less anxious about the appointment. 

“When we arrive at the hospital, I park right outside using my Helplink 
badge. This is a huge relief for my client as she also has arthritis and 
cannot walk too far. We make our way to the check-in desk, and then I 
help her to locate the waiting area and say goodbye.”

“I then head off to do the weekly shop for one of my regular clients. 
She has difficulty walking so prefers it if I get her shopping for her,  
although occasionally we go together. Her weekly list doesn’t change 
too much; I now know where everything is and what she likes, so I 
can get it done fairly quickly. When I arrive at her third floor flat she is 
waiting with the door open, as she does every week. We have become 
good friends and she is always pleased to see me. I unload her shopping 
in the kitchen and we have a chat about her week. Sometimes, if I have 
time, I have a cup of coffee with her. She is always incredibly grateful for 
my time as sometimes I’m the only friend she sees that week.

“I find the work incredibly rewarding and interesting. My regular 
clients, who have become friends, like to share with me the details of 
their week and appreciate a supportive ear if they have had a difficult 
one. Alternatively we have a bit of a laugh if they have had a good one. 

“The work has also helped me as much as it helps the clients. It 
gives me a huge sense of satisfaction as I always feel that I am making 
a real difference to their lives.”

If you could spare a couple of hours a week to help, please call 
us on 0151 648 3322 or email helplink@btconnect.com.
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A Wirral care home welcomed friends, family, and the local  
community to join in the fun at its annual Garden Fête on Saturday.     

 The event at The Hazelwell, a luxury all-inclusive residential, 
nursing, palliative and respite care home in Heswall, was opened 
by the home’s most distinguished resident – 101-year-old  
Bernice Quail.

Bernice, who played golf until she was 90 and drove a car until 
four years ago, moved to The Hazelwell in Oldfield Road two 
months after it opened last August and recently celebrated her 
101st birthday. 

The care home, which is situated on the former site of the 
Cleaver Hospital, provided fun for all the family, including a number 
of stalls, games, ice cream, live music and even sheep.

 The Hazelwell’s Manager, Liza Millington, says the Garden Fête 
is part of the home’s commitment to forging strong bonds with the 
local community. 

Liza said: “Our Garden Fête was the first of many fun events we 
plan to organise at The Hazelwell which are designed to reach out 
and involve the whole local community. It was a very busy and fun 
family day for everyone.

“We looked at getting a local celebrity to open the Garden 
Fête, but our resident Bernice has lived and worked in the area 
all of her life and was a natural choice to open the day. She is a 
celebrity to us and loved cutting the ribbon.”

For more information about The Hazelwell contact Liza  
on 0151 342 9654, email info@thehazelwell.com or  
visit www.thehazelwell.com

Recently opened Sal’s Barbers in Irby Village is owned by  
Sarah Akerman who has 15 years’ experience in the industry. 

Sarah told Heswall Magazine: “Opening my own barber shop 
has always been a dream of mine, since the day I qualified 
in my profession – I think it would be anyone’s dream to own 
their own shop. I’ve been barbering now for 15 years and I fell 
in love with what I do from the very moment I picked up my 
first set of scissors! 

“I previously worked in a barbers for over 10 years alongside 
a great team, helping the business grow until I started my own 
family. It wasn’t until having my children, Lily Rose and Teddy 
that myself and my husband, Mike, started to look towards  
our future.

“Opening Sal’s Barbers has been one of the best decisions 
I’ve ever made. At the age of 32 I feel more wiser and settled 
in life and I love the fact that you can never master cutting 
hair but keep improving as you are always learning new  
techniques as haircuts are always evolving.

“We want to bring new and fresh to Irby village, whether it’s 
for the toddler or young child which I have an endless supply 
of sweets and soft drinks for, or the young man to the senior 
gentleman to come and have a haircut and relax with a  
complimentary Peroni. Seeing a sharp haircut gives me such 
an amazing feeling of an accomplishment when I know my 
job’s been well done.”

Sal’s Barbers can be found at 10 Thingwall Road, Irby and 
is open Monday to Sat with late night opening until 7.30 on 
Tuesday and Thursday. 

Hazelwell Garden Fête
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Get	the	SPF	
(Summer-Proof	Feeling)
We all know (I hope) that SPF actually means Sun Protection Factor. 
However, I find many clients cover up in the sun for the wrong  
reasons. Their main concern is hiding their figure or complexion, 
rather than protecting their skin from harmful UVA and UVB rays. 

With weddings, holidays, or a lack of air-conditioning, it’s inevitable 
that the point will come when we have to flash some flesh. But, just 
because the temperature rises doesn’t mean your confidence has to 
slump. You just need to get the ‘summer-proof feeling’ (SPF).

1. Focus on the positive: Small things make a big difference and  
 can distract attention from problem areas. Nails, brows, hands  
 and feet are all easy to get in shape. Make sure these look great  
 all summer with gel nails, Shellac, acrylics, a good pedicure and  
 manicure, HD brows, lash extensions, etc. Get a good, streak-free  
 spray tan, too. Just keep it ‘natural’. The ‘umpa lumpa look’  
 doesn’t suit anyone. 

2. Slim down: Easier said than done? No. With the incredible  
 advances in non-surgical fat reduction and body contouring, it’s  
 so much simpler and quicker than many think. Some require just  
 one single treatment. The best outcomes use a combination,  
 including HIFU, fat cavitation, cryolipolysis and radio frequency  
 or ultrasound skin tightening and lifting, depending on your  
 concerns. The results can be incredible on a myriad of problems,  
 such as excess fat on the tum, bum and thighs; stubborn pockets  
 of fat, such as muffin tops or saddle bags; and sagging bingo  
 wings and moobs.

3. Ooze Smooth: Smooth skin can transform how you look and feel.  
 But, there’s more than one way to achieve it. Face and body  
 exfoliation is a must. It brightens, allows products (including  
 tanning) to penetrate more easily/evenly and banishes dry, scaly  
 skin. Waxing will also ensure you’re smooth and stubble-free for  
 weeks. Anti-cellulite massages, non-surgical treatments and  
 salon-only products such as Payot will smooth the contour and  
 boost body confidence, as will ultrasound and RF skin tightening. 

 Smooth your complexion in terms of age spots and previously  
 acquired sun damage, rosacea and pigmentation with clinical  
 facial treatments. Your skincare specialist/clinician will advise you  
 on the best treatments for your individual skin’s needs to obtain  
 the optimum results. 

4. Plump up: Most people focus on slimming in summer, but when  
 it comes to your face, it’s all about plumping. Loss of collagen,  
 dehydration and a lack of cell renewal are major causes of lines  
 and wrinkles, which become more pronounced in the summer.  
 Advanced products and facials, cosmedic treatments, as well as  
 injectables (in the right hands) can replenish volume and give you  
 a much younger appearance. 

5. Look inwards: Don’t just work on your skin from the outside.  
 Staying hydrated within will show on the outside. It may sound  
 paradoxical, but drinking more water has a slimming effect by  
 reducing water retention. As well as using antioxidant and  
 vitamin-rich skincare products, ensure you’re getting plenty of  
 vitamins (A, C and E) and antioxidants in your diet, too. 

6. Protect: According to the US Environment Agency, up to 90% of  
 the signs of ageing are caused by sun damage! Protection is key.  
 Burnt, red, dehydrated skin is not only unattractive – it causes  
 more wrinkles and hyper-pigmentation as well as serious health  
 risks. I always wear SPF 30/50, a hat and sunglasses.

7. Stick your neck out: The neck and décolletage are often ignored,  
 but they’re real giveaways in revealing ageing – and particularly  
 susceptible to sun damage. Micro-lifting and non-surgical lifting/ 
 skin tightening can vastly improve sagging from the jaw to the  
 bust area –  so the only neckline that drops is in your clothing.

8: Don’t sweat: Wear matt make-up and avoid oily sun and skin  
 products. If you suffer with hyperhidrosis (excessive perspiration),  
 the warmer months can be awful, but injectables can improve  
 things greatly. Just make sure you choose a reputable clinic.

9. Make down, not up: Melting foundation is not a good look on  
 anyone. But lighter make-up doesn’t have to leave your flaws  
 exposed. I’ve used i.D. Bare Minerals make-up for 20 years. It’s  
 light, matt, contains SPF protection, but also provides flawless  
 coverage. If you’re still not a convert to powders, there are now  
 excellent liquid versions available, too. Just don’t forget primer.

10.Be fashion-conscious, not victim: The 1980s and blue eyeliner   
 were all over the catwalks this year, but if you wore it the first time  
 around it’s probably best to steer clear. You can still be on trend  
 and add colour and confidence by subtly incorporating it in a  
 new eyeshadow or more boldly with nail colours. The same goes  
 for brow and lash trends. 

The true secret to SPF is to be happy with how you look and feel 
and not to try to look like anyone else. 

All we need now is the weather and that’s one thing I can’t improve.

Tracey	Locke,	Lead	Clinician

Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road, 
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH

T: 0151 625 6256
www.serenity-clinic.co.uk
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Coastal Kayak Challenge making waves
This year’s Coastal Kayak Challenge will take place on 18 June – to 
coincide with the Coastal Walk – and the event is really starting to 
make waves. Nearly 40 people ‘took up the paddle’ in 2016 and 
raised over £5,500 for local charities such as Claire House, the MS 
Society, Stick ’n’ Step, ITU at Arrowe Park, and others. This year is 
set to be even more successful – in terms of both participants and 
raising money. 

Paddling from Harrison Drive in New Brighton the route is  
approximately 14 miles to Thurstaston beach via Hilbre Island. But, 
as organiser Mike Dudley points out, you needn’t be super fit or an 
expert kayaker: “We have people of all abilities taking part and it’s 
great fun whether you’re a novice or an experienced kayaker.  
Everyone goes at their own pace and you can go on a double kayak 
to share the paddling. We can even organise kayak hire.”

From just a few hardy souls in 2011, Mike has worked tirelessly  
to make the event a success – and it’s worked, having raised  
approximately £18,000 for Claire House and other charities to 
date. Not only has participation increased, Mike has also gained 
invaluable support from local businesses, both on and off the water.

National Marine Safety Boats first came ‘on board’ in 2016, 
providing safety boats and crew free of charge. Chester Kayak Hire 
offers kayak hire to participants at reduced rates. Two Wirral pubs 
support the event: The Ship Inn, Hoylake, and The Acorn Hotel, 
Bebington. Both host weekly meetings and will hold a fundraising 
night for the charities (The Acorn: 9 June/The Ship Inn: 16 June). 
On 18 June, Dee Sailing Club will open its facilities and provide 
staff free of charge for a BBQ (catered for by The Ship Inn) – all are  
welcome. And many local businesses from West Kirby, Heswall, Irby 
and Bebington have donated raffle prizes for the charity evenings. 

“The support of local businesses has been a great boost and  
hopefully this year we’ll raise even more money for local causes – 
which is the reason we do it, as well as having fun,” says Mike.

For more information visit about the Kayak Challenge:  
www.facebook.com/kayakchallengewirral 
To register (£15) and pick up a sponsorship form,  
attend one of our meetings every Wednesday at The 
Ship Inn, Hoylake or contact Mike. To donate please 
visit www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teamkayak
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2 Broadway
Higher Bebington 

CH63 5NH

Tel: 608 7822

152 Wallasey Road
Liscard 

CH44 2AF

Tel: 630 1115

8 Rocky Lane
Heswall 

CH60 0BY

Tel: 348 4083

OPEN
7 DAYS
8.30am-6.30pm

Follow us on Facebook  
and Twitter for news  

and special offers

Large Private Car Park

Home Visit Service

24hr Emergency Service 
(For Registered Clients)

Search Facebook for
Broadway Veterinary Surgery

Twitter
@BroadwayVets

BROADWAY PUPPY PACK
Give your puppy an excellent 

start with the best quality 
products and protocols we 

offer in this package

PRIMARY VACCINATION COURSE
(Two injections, 2-4 weeks apart)

FULL CLINICAL VET ASSESSMENT
(& no-limit free Nurse Appts for life)

INITIAL WORM TREATMENT
(Covering Round AND Tapeworm)

FIRST MONTH FLEA TREATMENT
(Covers Flea, Mite, AND Lungworm)

PREMIUM QUALITY MICROCHIP
(Registration with 24 hr Database)

FOUR WEEKS FREE INSURANCE
(Cover with Award-Winning Petplan)

KENNEL COUGH VACCINE OFFER 
(20% off during primary vaccines)

FULL 4 MONTH CLINICAL CHECK
(To ensure your puppy is doing OK)

ALL FOR £64*. SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR THE BROADWAY KITTEN PACK!
*£44 with voucher from our website for a limited period only.

T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

TELEPHONE: 0151 353 1348 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design, 
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke  

bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

HESWALL CARPETS
DISCOUNT FLOORING CENTRE

FREE UNDERLAY
AND FREE FITTING
ON ALL CARPETS

208 Pensby Road, Heswall, CH60 7RJ (opposite Sainsburys)

Telephone: 0151 342 0008
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THE NEW VASTLY INCREASED

PROBATE FEES TAX
IS UNJUST & PUNITIVE

ALL AGREE THAT IT WILL 
INCREASE EVERY YEAR

YOU CAN AVOID THIS NEW 
HARSH TAX 100% LEGALLY BY 
SETTLING YOUR HOME INTO

A FAMILY TRUST
DRAWN UP BY OUR TRUST  
SPECIALIST BARRISTERS

DON’T BE CAUGHT 
NAPPING!!

Fully certified lasting powers of attorney
including all registration documents

£99 single £175 couple
(excluding OPG registration fees)

Our fees include 2 home visits and VAT

FOR AN INFO PACK CALL

0845 052 2757
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk

Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate 
Planning on 0845 052 2757 

Visit our website: 
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Email: info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk

Having the right will in place is very important these days to  
ensure that your main assets are protected and that the maximum 
possible will eventually pass to your children and grandchildren.

We all know that many thousands of homes have to be sold each year 
to pay for long-term care home fees. Such fees are always burdensome 
and could easily exceed £700 per week. 

You can ensure that your home and other assets like cash and  
valuables cannot be lost and are protected by writing protective asset 
trusts into your wills, or by setting up an asset protection trust.

All our wills and trusts are drafted by our nationally acclaimed wills 
and trusts barristers, Messrs Spicer Finch Ltd, so you have complete 
peace of mind, knowing that you have the best protective documents 
in place.

Lasting Powers of Attorney for Health and Welfare and Property and 
Affairs are the other vitally important documents to have in place during 
later life. We can prepare these for you at the lowest prices available 
today: £175 single person for both, and just £299 for couples, for all 
four. These prices include VAT and home visits.

Have you protected yourself with
a lasting power of attorney?

The sad fact is that 94% of over 65s have not!

The over 65s are now rapidly approaching a staggering 25% (that’s 15 
million) of the UK population, and it is an age at which we should be  
thinking of protecting ourselves and our families by putting lasting  
powers of attorney and wills in place.

Around 65% of over 65s do not have wills; however, a staggering 94% 
have not put lasting powers of attorney in place! In fact just over one 
million lasting powers of attorney have been registered, since their 
inception in 2007, covering all age groups. Generally, despite there 
having been many press reports of horror stories, many people still 
seem unaware of the necessity to draw up lasting powers of attorney.

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that should you have some 
form of incapacity (permanent or temporary) which prevents you from 
looking after your day-to-day affairs – then you must have attorneys in 
place. If you have a registered lasting power of attorney in place, then 
all is well and those attorneys can act immediately, without further fuss.

If you have such an incapacity with no power of attorney in place then 
there is an extremely onerous, complex and very expensive procedure 
for your family or close friends to undertake. This involves making  
application to the Court of Protection by family or friends. This complex 
process can take over six months and costs can easily exceed £2,000, 
with no guarantees of success!

Should you have no family or friends able or willing to undertake the 
rigours of such an application, then indeed there is a much worse  
case scenario that can occur. The court has the power to immediately 
appoint attorneys for you, called deputies. These deputies will take  
full control of your finances and divert your pensions to themselves. 
Your bank account will be closed and cheque books, bank and credit 
cards cancelled.

Your appointed deputies can be a solicitor, an accountant and even 
the County Council official and this worst case scenario is when it  
becomes wickedly expensive. They will charge £800 per year before 
they do anything and they charge for every single transaction they  
undertake on your behalf. Costs and charges can easily exceed 
£3,000 per year. There is even a final ‘winding up’ fee of £290  
when you die. You have been warned!
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Shelf Indulgence is a book column from award-winning 
Wirral novelist, Margaret Murphy, who also pens 
forensic thrillers as A.D. Garrett. In this regular feature, 
Margaret recommends two books across a range of 
styles and genres and a mixture of new and old. 

LITTLE DEATHS by Emma Flint 
Picador, 2013, ISBN-13: 978-1509826575

This fictional tale is inspired by the notorious real 
life story of Alice Crimmins, whose two children 
vanished from their locked bedroom in the NYC 
Queens rental apartment, in July 1965, and were 
later found dead. In a trial by media, their mother, 
an attractive and sexually active woman of 26, was 
found guilty – in large part because of a perceived 
lack of feeling.

If I can be allowed a cheeky (extra!) indulgence, 
I’d like to sneak in a third recommendation. I first encountered the 
Crimmins case in The Mammoth Book of Murder and Science. Edited 
by former Liverpool Echo reporter, Roger Wilkes, it provides insights into 
the Alice Crimmins case, as well as 31 others, dating from 1752 to 
1986, all of which relied on forensic evidence.

Alice Crimmins was jailed three times for the murders, her convictions 
overturned twice. The case remains a mystery to this day, but Flint takes 
the facts, and imagines the possibilities, reinterpreting the evidence, 
adding a dash of creative ‘what if?’ that makes this fictional account 
stand out. It’s a story of obsession, jealousy, and social injustice; a 
nuanced exploration of loss and loneliness and the difficulty of bringing 
up two young children as a single mother in 1960s New York. Fictional 
mother, Ruth, suffers unbearable scrutiny and is censured and  
ostracised by her peers in Flint’s sharply observed working-class  
neighbourhood. Faced with police hostility and public disapproval that 
quickly turns to hatred, Ruth, bereaved and totally alone, tries to hold 
herself together. She is not an easy person to love, but as Flint gradually 
reveals the fragility beneath the mask, it’s hard not to sympathise. 

The latest A.D. Garrett novel, Truth Will Out is now available in 
paperback.

Chat with Margaret @crimin8 and @adgarrett1 on Twitter, and at 
www.adgarrett.com 

GOOD ME, BAD ME by Ali Land 
Michael Joseph, 2006, ISBN-13: 978-0718182922

It’s not often a book keeps me up till after midnight 
– Good Me, Bad Me is one of the rare exceptions. 
It resulted in several late nights, in fact, as the story 
inched towards its awful conclusion.

The premise in itself is compelling: Annie, a serial 
killer’s daughter, reports her mother to the police. 
Desperate to save other children, she is equally 
desperate to save herself. But as the trial  
approaches, Annie, now in care under an assumed 

name and trying to build a new life, is targeted by school bullies, the 
worst and most inventively cruel of whom is her foster parents’  
15-year-old daughter. 

Ali Land is a former mental health nurse who worked with children and 
young adults. She draws on her experience, creating a dark and  
suspenseful novel which is psychologically powerful and moving.

Shelf 
Indulgence

By Margaret Murphy

Finding the Missing Peace

By Stephen G Baker

Preparing to go out or getting ready for various events in life is 
a major part of human activity. When two people fall in love and 
decide to get married then great preparation is made for the  
wedding day. Later, if they discover that they are expecting a baby 
there is equally as much planning that goes into the preparation for 
the arrival of the little one. Life is full of times of preparation. 

As I consider the recent tragic events that took place in Manchester, 
England, I wonder how many people who entered that arena were 
prepared for the end of their life. Please don’t get me wrong, I’m 
not trying to make mileage out of a sad event and I don’t think that 
they shouldn’t even have had to consider that life may have ended 
in such an awful way. But my question remains the same - how 
prepared was everyone, in that arena, to leave this world and enter 
the next. My heart breaks when I consider the age of the children 
that died. The tragedy of teenagers who had hardly begun to live 
when life was taken forcibly from them, but the question remains 
the same – how prepared were they for this final step from this life 
to the next?

Please let me turn the question round and address it to you. Are 
you prepared for the next life? Do you understand that there is life 
on the other side of death? Do you realise that this life is about the 
preparation for the next?

I want to leave you with a statement from the Bible and I request 
that you take time to consider and reflect on it. 

‘Remember now – your Creator in the days of your youth,’  
Ecclesiastes 12:1.

This is a warning to young people to think about God early in life. 
You might be well beyond ‘the days of your youth’ but if it was  
important to think about God when young then it must be even 
more important and urgent as life progresses. God hates evil and 
will judge the perpetrators of it but he does not pick and choose 
which sins he judges. He judges grosser sin more severely than 
lesser forms of sin. However, that will not be much of a comfort 
when you are excluded from heaven. 

I am praying that God will give help in our country to reduce and 
control terrorism. I doubt that we will ever eradicate it but I hope 
that we can minimise it and reduce the horrible events of  
Manchester being repeated elsewhere. 

But let us learn the lesson of being prepared. The ultimate advice in 
the Bible is that we should ‘believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and be 
saved’, Acts 16:31. Would you take that advice today.

www.findingthemissingpeace.blogspot.co.uk

www.seekthetruth.org.uk
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studio at 118 Bold Street with Samuel 
Walters, another well-known maritime artist. 
Witham’s paintings were well drawn and  
spirited as he spent many years experiencing 
life at sea in the trading ships of the time  
before turning to painting as a profession. 
The picture illustrated should make well in 
excess of £2,000 when offered in our  
auction rooms in July. It should have a fair 
wind behind it as already we have several 
interest bidders. 

I have a particular interest in pilot sailing 
cutters as Cato Miller & Co built the George 
Canning pilot boat in the 1840s – it can be 
seen in the Maritime Museum in Liverpool.

A highly important picture has recently 
come to light again after many years of  
being in a secure private collection in Wirral. 
It is fairly well documented by descent from 
the original owner to the second owner and 
thence down through his family. Provenance 
is important at times!

This smallest of miniatures is extremely well 
drawn and painted on ivory. I believe this to 
be a likeness of Branwell Bronte of Howarth, 
the brother of the famous Bronte novelists. 
We understand that it was either given to 
the village joiner in Howarth who made the 
couch which is still in the Parsonage, or it 
was acquired by him at auction when the 
house was sold and the contents disbursed, 
and has been handed down through his 
family. An interesting story and in my opinion 
probably true, as several decades ago from 
the same estate we discovered a book which 
was signed by Anne Bronte which was again 

With Cato Crane Valuers & Auctioneers and John Crane Fine Art

All Things Auctioneering

Cato Crane buildings in 1985 built in 1832

Cato Crane Liverpool Filming earlier this year

Branwell Bronté miniature

The Pride of Liverpool by Joseph Witham 

Our Auction Rooms in Liverpool were built 
in 1832 – you can see them to the right of 
centre of the photograph, adjacent to  
Liverpool Marina, surrounded by new high-rise 
developments. When we purchased 35 years 
ago them our buildings were the tallest and 
most prominent on a corner site on Sefton 
Street, and indeed in the area. I was told 
by many that I would not last six weeks in 
Liverpool – how wrong they were!

 Our City of Liverpool Auction Room in 
Stanhope Street is now extremely well  
established, as is my Valuation Office at 48, 
The Mount in Heswall where I am to be  

found on Friday mornings. You are welcome, 
but only come PLEASE with a prior appointment 
– call 0151 342 2321. 

Our services are freely available to visit you 
at home, but there is a nominal attendance 
fee from which we donate to charities... like 
all other businesses I have staff and rates to 
pay – and they don’t come free to me! 

We had a visitor client last year who wrote 
to me to suggest that I had a leak in the  
roof repaired… it was following a torrential 
downpour. He was in fact extremely blunt 
to the point of being totally offensive in his 
email – well, it is currently being arranged. 
Have you ever tried to find an experienced 
roofer who will tackle the roof of a 60-foot 
high Georgian building? There are good  
people out there, but if you want the best 
and most experienced people you have to 
pay well and wait for the right weather  
conditions! Six weeks work for a team of 
roofers who specialise in period properties 
does not come cheap either. If you want 
the best, you generally should expect to pay 
something. Our advice at our office at The 
Mount is usually free, but then again we do 
have a charity box!  

As our location is on the Liverpool  
waterfront, over the years we have handled 
and managed the sale of many good  
maritime and other important pictures. At the 
end of 2016 we sold an Atkinson Grimshaw 
to a London collector for almost £250,000.

This week we discovered in a Wirral  
property an interesting picture depicting a 
late C19th pilot sailing cutter The Pride of 
Liverpool. This was painted by the well-
known artist, Joseph Witham (1832–1901), 
who originally lived in Bognor Regis.  
Moving to Liverpool in 1874 he shared a  
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cups do appear occasionally in auction, 
but are rare; this one due to the addition 
of a figure and gilding would probably make 
£3,000–4,000 at one of our auctions. It has 
a hairline crack and very slight damage, but 
a good restorer can fix that with no difficulty 
and make an invisible repair.

As a matter of information, I have just had 
some ceramic restoration work done by a 
specialist in Shropshire and it is impossible 
to detect the repair! I can give you his 
number if you call at my office in Heswall or 
telephone me. Please don’t email me as I 
only reply to people I know personally!

Indian silver is now rising in value for fine 
examples and this elephant finial lidded 
teapot, although a few years ago would not 
be considered as fine art is now a piece that 
collectors would fight over at auction to own. 
The market can be very volatile at times and 
fashions come and go at speed sometimes.

And finally – we held the first meeting 
of the Cato Crane Fine Art Society in April 
where a talk and discussion took place and 
people were able to handle and examine 
many of the objects I had discovered over 
the previous few weeks. An enjoyable  
evening was had by all at our office in 
Heswall, including me, and it was a FREE 
EVENT. The next meeting is in September 

Indian silver tea pot

Emu egg silver presentation cup A fun collectors item from 1934

The Cato Crane Fine Art Society 

acquired through us by the Bronte Museum 
from a not small undisclosed sum of money. 
Likenesses of Branwell Bronte are extremely 
rare and this miniature is probably extremely 
valuable. I will leave you to guess.

Rare finds are always interesting. In South 
Wirral during a valuation day an interesting 
piece of silver was discovered. The family 
called it the ostrich egg cup and thought 
of it as a bit of a curio, that was all. It is in 
fact an Emu egg and an extremely important 
piece of Australian silver made in Melbourne 
in about 1865 and of extremely high quality 
and value, which seems to please some 
people! There were several makers of these 
presentation cups and this particular one 
was made by a former London silversmith 
called William Edwards who apparently, it is 
said, emigrated to Australia due to the  
matter of his marriage being disagreeable. 
His craftsmanship is more than agreeable 
and obviously longer lasting! These silver 

and invitations will be extended to people 
who visit our valuation office or to those 
whom I visit at their homes.

Call me on 0151 342 2321 for  
consultation appointments, or visit our  
main website at CatoCrane.co.uk or  
Facebook Cato Crane Auctioneers or follow 
me on Twitter @CatoCrane 
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Our Heswall Lifestyle column is brought to you by 
local Personal Trainer and Fitness Queen founder, 
Hayley Lundy. Our column aims to educate,  
motivate and inspire our readers to keep active 
and lead a healthy lifestyle.

Have you ever said ‘I’ve got a gut feeling’? Or have you ever heard the 
expression ‘trust your gut’? Next time you do, consider this...

Within everyone’s body there’s something going on that you may not  
realise. Each of us is host to 100 trillion microorganisms. Your body is 
like a bustling city – it’s a thriving community of hard-working microbes! 
In fact, your body is only 10% human DNA – the other 90% is bacteria, 
fungi and microflora. How crazy is that? This is your ‘microbiome’...

Although you may never of heard of the microbiome before, I’m sure you 
will start to hear more about it in the coming years due to the amazing 
discoveries being made about the microbiome and a list of health issues. 
Your microbiome is your gut; it’s your inner ecosystem where over 
10,000 species of microbes are already known to exist. 

It’s an exciting time because experts and scientists across the world are 
focused on the microbiome and its link to health issues such as obesity, 
bowel problems, and Parkinson’s, to name just a few. They are studying 
the microbiome to harness its power and understand the effect it can 
have on the body. It’s all about metabolic function, plus most illnesses 
can be traced back to the gut, so it’s understandable that we need to be 
aware of the health of our gut and how to nourish it. 

So why should we start to think about the trillions of microorganisms that 
live inside of us? Well, because studies are showing that feeding your 
microbiome in the right way and nourishing your microbiome (gut) can 
massively improve your health and well-being. Improving your microbiome 
all starts inside the gut! After all, it’s the path taken by everything you eat 
and drink, but it’s not just about digesting foods – the gut it’s home to 
billions of microbes that can work for, or against you. 

A recent study focused on pairs of identical twins with one lean twin and 
one obese twin. Researchers used four sets of twins and took their gut 
bacteria (microbiome) and placed it into mice, then fed and exercised 
the mice equally. In each pairing, the mouse with the obese twin’s gut 
bacteria (microbiome) got fat while the other mouse stayed lean. Studies 
like this show the impact a healthy or unhealthy gut can have on your 
health and life. 

You can help improve your gut by eating more microbiome-friendly foods 
(you could look them up online), but if you would like personal assistance, 
I now run a 21-day nutrition programme designed to give your gut a 
makeover and nourish the microbiome. 

If you think a gut makeover may benefit you, simply contact me with any 
questions or to book a free consultation. I can help you through one-to-
one coaching, or on one of my personal training programmes, so get in 
touch if you have any questions or want to know more about how I can 
support you! You can contact me today via the details shown below. 

W: www.thefitnessqueen.co.uk
E: hayley@thefitnessqueen.co.uk 
F: fitness queen • T: @fitnessqueenuk
I: hayley_lundy • Mob: 07735470326

The now disused clinic was earmarked for use as a bar, as this  
provided the only affordable choice for a lounge bar. Plans were  
being drawn up under the supervision of George Bowes, who was a 
manager with Stringers, a bar and shopfitting firm. It was decided 
that we would require registration for the whole of the ground floor; 
after all, the bar facility was being installed for the benefit of Sections, 
who might want to have their liquid refreshment in places other than 
the bar. Because we could envisage that part of our premises should 
be accessible to non-members, we decided we would have to leave 
our first floor room out of registration, to make it available for such 
purpose. This of course applied equally to the library, which is open to 
the general public. 

We were, therefore, required by the Fire and Planning Authorities to 
isolate the first floor access from the ground floor access by means of 
a dividing wall. We made an application in line with this requirement, 
and obtained registration for the whole of the ground floor. This was 
granted provisionally, i.e., we would not be able to operate under the 
registration until we had satisfied all the requirements of the various 
relevant authorities, but we were now in a position to negotiate the 
loan from Whitbreads, for which the registration was a prerequisite.

I retired from work at Christmas 1980, and was, therefore, free and 
willing to undertake much work on the project. I started by clearing 
out a lot of the rotten roofing materials that had collapsed into the 
clinic, and then stripped down all the partitions that had been erected 
to divide the clinic into separate cubicles. By Jove, this was heavy 
work! Some of my readers will remember helping me to remove the 
heavy thick hardboard sheets onto the back of the stage, out of the 
way. on Sunday mornings. 

The best of a number of estimates was accepted for a new roof and 
this was carried out, and the lowest of three estimates was accepted 
for carrying out the structural repairs that had been causing so much 
concern the previous year. That little lot took care of over £2,000,  
one fifth of the loan. But that was nothing yet; the amount of extra 
work that the Building Department and the Fire Service found for us 
was positively alarming. All of the internal doors had to be either  
replaced with fire resistant doors, or brought up to equal standard, 
and the rebates in the doorway frames had to be altered to  
accommodate the increased door thicknesses. In addition, all doors 
that were considered to be fire doors, which meant most of them, 
had to be self-closing. This was work which I undertook myself in an 
endeavour to keep costs down. The gas and electricity supply meters 
had to be encased in fire-resistant material, also the external areas of 
the kitchen required covering with fire-resistant sheet. Underneath the 
stage, the storage spaces had to be lined with plasterboard, and the 
same little gang helped me out on that job.

An independent lighting system had to be installed, for safety, and a 
comprehensive fire alarm was required; alarms? I was getting alarmed 
myself; every time I saw the Building Controller arrive I wondered what 
else he would find for us to do. Oh yes, there was more… all the 
ceilings had to be replaced in the area below the first floor rooms and 
relined with two layers of fire-resistant boards. I was able to strip out 
the old sheeting, with my wife and Bill Mepham clearing away as fast 
as I pulled the stuff down, but the erecting of the new material was 
too much to tackle single-handed, and this job, along with the partition 
which isolated the library entrance, was carried out as an extra job by 
George Bowes’ workmen. The Building Controller, Don Egerton, told 
me that I had one consolation, which was that we would have been 
facing the same regulations within a year or two, even without a bar. 
The standards for such buildings were being revised everywhere.

Of course, both myself and my Committee were getting very 
concerned about the escalating costs, which concern I expressed 
to George Bowes, who had discussed the matter with his Managing 
Director, who said he understood our position, and not to worry, we 
could surely reach an acceptable agreement on the settlement of any 
overrun on our account.

Part eight of A History of Thingwall 
Recreation Centre – a personal 

memoir by the late Frank Nicholson
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CARS BOUGHT
• Local Wirral Service
• FREE valuation (no obligation)

• FREE collection
• Established 25 years

9 Mill Hill Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 4UB

TELEPHONE: 0151 648 5488
www.irbymotor.co.uk

Does your car need an MOT?

FREE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

There are car dealers, and then, there 
are car dealers! Established for over 

two decades, Irby Motors are car 
dealers on the Wirral you can trust.




