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Welcome to the February 2017 edition of Heswall Magazine – 
a bi-monthly publication dedicated to Heswall and district.

The magazine is circulated free to homes in Heswall,  
Gayton, Pensby, Thingwall, Barnston, Brimstage, Irby, 
Thurstaston, Caldy and Thornton Hough. Additional copies 
are also available free of charge from Tesco, Heswall library 
and selected retailers, bars and other outlets. That’s a  
guaranteed circulation of 16,000 homes and businesses.

We welcome your views
Please let us know what you would like to see featured. If 
you enjoy reading Heswall Magazine please let your family 
and friends know: if not, let us know.

Heswall Magazine welcomes contributions relevant to the 
local community from readers and we invite you to send 
your stories and photographs to us:* 
editor@heswallmagazine.co.uk  
or by post to: Jon Bion, Editor, Heswall Magazine, 
Whitfield Buildings, 188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall,  
Wirral CH60 7RJ. Telephone: 07796 945745

For all other enquiries, including advertising, 
info@heswallmagazine.co.uk or telephone 
Mike on 07584 064288 or Jon on 07796 945745.



Lloyds Bank, Telegraph Road
Built in 1907 to designs by Grayson and Ould. Described as a 
varied and well-managed complex design by GH Grayson, a talented 
Cheshire architect who did important work at Trinity Hall, Cambridge. 
Sandstone ashlar, some half timberwork and a Cumbrian slated roof.  

Old Windmill, Telegraph Road, Gayton 
(Grade II)
Built in the mid-18th century or earlier, a stone constructed conical 
tower, now converted to a dwelling house.

Gayton Hall, Gayton Farm Road, Gayton  
(Grade II*) 
Built in the late 17th century, but recased c1750. Brick with  
sandstone dressings and a slated roof in three storeys standing on 
a stone base, the exterior and much of the interior is listed. Two 
oaks in the garden are named William and Mary and commemorate 
the visit of William of Orange who stayed here.

Summary is based on the reasons why these buildings are selected for greater protection. 
* Indicates that part of the interior is also of historic or architectural interest. 
Please note that this list only covers listed buildings within the parish boundaries of 
Heswall. Thanks to the Heswall Society for the information.

Oldfield Farmhouse, Oldfield Farm Lane, 
Heswall (Grade II)
A farmhouse, now divided into two, with a date stone RS 1604 (Sir 
Rowland Stanley). Built of stone with two storeys and attics under a 
slate roof.

Dovecote, Gayton Farm Road, Gayton  
(Grade II*) 
Brick with stone dressings and base. Inscribed lintel of Edward 
Glegg and two vertical bullseye openings.

St Peter’s Church, Village Road, Heswall 
(Grade II*)
Parish church with a part 14th century tower, the bell stage late 
15th century. The main body of the church was rebuilt in 1879, 
with an added chapel in 1893 by JF Doyle. Sandstone with a slated 
roof. Wall tablets and armorial panels to the Gleggs and reredos 
and stained glass by CE Kempe.

The Old Farm, Gayton Farm Road, Gayton 
(Grade II)
An old farmhouse with a date stone inscribed RCM 1761. Brick 
with stone and slate roof in two storeys with later bays on the right 
converted from farm buildings. Raking stone buttress.

Sundial, St Peter’s Church, Village Road, Heswall 
(Grade II)
Sundial dated 1726 in stone with baluster form on two circular 
steps. Octagonal plate and gnomon† (now missing).
† Piece on a sundial that shows time by its shadow.

Listed Buildings in Heswall Parish
In Heswall and Gayton there are eight buildings listed by The Secretary of State for  
the Department of the Environment as of being “architectural and historic interest”.  

This listing gives buildings protection against demolition and alteration.

Lloyds Bank

Oldfield Farmhouse

Modern Conversion of Gayton Mill

Sundial
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To find the answer to this question, and the benefits it offers to home owners, contact Parkgate 
on 0151 348 4111 or email: post@parkgatefs.co.uk or visit our website www.parkgatefs.co.uk

Oaktree Court Business Centre, Mill Lane, Ness, Neston CH64 8TP

There are conditions that homeowners need to meet before taking out any 
Retirement Lending plan:
•	 For	a	lifetime	mortgage	you	(and	your	partner)	need	to	be	at	least	 
 55 years old.
•	 For	a	Home	Reversion	Scheme	you	(and	your	partner)	need	to	be	at	 
 least 65 years old.
•	 You	must	own	property	in	the	UK.
•	 The	property	must	be	your	main	residence.
•	 If	you	have	dependants	living	with	you,	it	is	important	to	speak	to	an	 
 adviser for more information as lending into retirement may not be suitable.
The money released must immediately be used to pay off any existing 
mortgage	or	loan	secured.	You	are	then	free	to	use	whatever	money	is	left	
over for your other financial needs.
Your	property	must	be	in	a	reasonable	condition	and	over	a	certain	value.	
There may also be restrictions on the type of property accepted.
There may be penalties for the early repayment of the mortgage, except 
when this occurs due to admission to a nursing or residential home, or in 
the event of your death.
Mortgage products from the whole of the market are available and at Parkgate 
we have financial experts qualified to offer advice and guidance. We will  
discuss options and recommend the appropriate plan for your needs with full 
explanations in order to assist decision making. Parkgate are also members 
of the Equity Release Council, and as such, agree to uphold the continued 
development and application of high standards to the Retirement Lending 
market. With this in mind we have also negotiated competitive legal costs 
with Kirwans Solicitors, specialists in the Retirement Lending market.
Your	home	may	be	repossessed	if	you	do	not	keep	up	repayments	on	your	
mortgage. Early repayment charges may apply during the fixed rate period. 
Parkgate FS are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
To understand the features and risks of lifetime mortgages and home  
reversion scheme ask for a personalised illustration. There will be a fee for 
the advice The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances.
Parkgate FS have a qualified team of expert Lending into Retirement 
advisers waiting for your call.
Contact us on 0151 348 4111 or post@parkgatefs.co.uk for the best 
possible advice.

Oaktree Court Business Centre, Mill Lane, Ness, Neston CH64 8TP

A Guide to Lending into Retirement
As a homeowner, you may have seen the value of your property increase 
over the years. Retirement Lending is the process that allows you to release 
equity from your home in order to generate a cash lump sum, income, or both.
You could assist your children/grandchildren, improve your lifestyle, 
pay off a mortgage, consolidate debt, generate more income, or 
even move house!
There are two main types of plans available: Lifetime Mortgage and  
Home Reversion.

Lifetime Mortgage Plan
With a Lifetime Mortgage Plan, you take out a loan based on the value of 
your	home.	You	keep	full	ownership	of	your	property.	The	loan,	together	
with any interest, is repaid when your home is sold. This is usually when 
you need to move into long-term residential care, or after your death.
Reputable schemes offer the ‘no negative equity guarantee’ which means 
that the repayment will never exceed the value of your property.
Alternatively, interest-only lifetime mortgages are also available. With this plan, 
you repay the interest on the loan which means that the original mortgage 
balance will remain exactly the same for the lifetime of the mortgage.
Some providers will offer a ‘drawdown’ facility. This allows you to take 
smaller amounts as you need to, rather than a lump sum at the start.

Home Reversion Plan
There is an alternative scheme, which is a ‘Home Reversion Plan’. This  
requires you to lose the ownership of your home or a percentage of it. 
These plans are not as preferential as the Lifetime Mortgage Plans.

USE YOUR HOME TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

Retirement Specialist 
Advisers

05HESWALL MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 2017



06 HESWALL MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 2017



I ran the London Marathon in 2015 and I said it would be my first 
and last marathon… and then in the summer I took a call from 
Children with Cancer asking me if I would run it again and raise 
some funds and awareness for the charity. When you get calls like 
that you make the decision quickly and there was only going to be 
one answer – ‘of course I will’.

I am a big chap, but I can run and have done various road races 
since hanging up the rugby boots a few years ago. I don’t claim to 
be fast but I can plod. I hate hills and love running on the Wirral 
Way – it’s peaceful and best of all flat!

My training plan is a 16-week schedule that increases in distance 
each week before tapering down towards race day. Training is going 
well so far, getting fitter, a bit faster and I’ve lost a few lbs.

I am a busy husband and dad of three – Beatrice (five), Laurence 
(four) and Cicely (one) – so juggling family life, work, school clubs 
and mini rugby is a challenge in itself before even contemplating 
marathon training. I look at the week ahead and plan my run time 
in advance and I stick to it – running four days out of seven.

When I was playing rugby there was a phrase ‘8 before 8’, which 
meant eight beers before 8pm on match day – I now find I’m doing 
eight miles before 8am at the weekend so the training doesn’t take 
up too much of the day.

I am fortunate to have some good friends to run with and that 
helps the miles tick over – a few friends leave water bottles at the 
ends of their driveways as the long run miles start to creep up.

My good friend Sam Dickinson, who plays rugby for Northampton 
Saints, has donated a signed shirt to aid my fundraising – people 
are so very generous and supportive of the cause.

Someone asked me the other day why I was doing it. Firstly, it is 
to make a difference to families of Children with Cancer and raise 
funds for such a worthy cause; secondly, from a personal point of 
view, it’s the sense of achievement that crossing the finish line on 
The Mall on the 23rd April will bring.

It would be great to get the support of the Heswall community as 
my training starts to ramp up – if anyone wants to join me for any 
training runs, you are more than welcome, or if you fancy leaving a 
water bottle at the end of your drive too, that would be great! If you 
see me plodding towards you, give me a beep or say hello!

My wife and children are supportive and my wife has recently 
started to run too; they motivate me to become a fitter and  
healthier person while representing a great cause.

Feel free to follow my progress or get in touch via Twitter @bigmaff
If anyone or any local business would like to pledge some support, 

either get in touch via Twitter or feel free to make a donation 
via http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/wegoagainvmlm2017

Matt Green tells readers about his 
marathon training and fundraising
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We’ve had a great first year here in Greasby and would like to thank 
everyone for being so welcoming. 

It has also been a busy year because there’s been such a lot of new 
development in hearing instrument technology. Starkey introduced 
many new products and introduced us to their whole new Muse range. 
We probably supply more from Starkey than other manufacturers, as 
their range ticks all the boxes and is a good all-rounder.  

 Being an independent supplier, I can pick and choose the best from 
each and every manufacturer, notably this year Oticon’s new ‘Opn’ 
range,	and	Unitron	with	the	world’s	smallest	‘receiver	in	the	canal’	 
hearing instrument called Moxi Now. These are both great bits of kit, 
being fully featured with a whole host of clever technology that copes 
very well with background noise, improves clarity and looks great. 

The good thing about ‘clever’ technology is that you don’t have to be 
clever to use it. A good hearing instrument should be automatic and 
adapt to the environments that you find yourself in. We’ve got some 
great introductory prices on all of these products. This stuff really does 
work but don’t take my word for it, try it for yourself for free with no risk 
and proper support. 

 We offer 90-day trials as this takes the guesswork out of choosing 
the right aid and means our customers get the right aid for their  
money. I hear far too many stories from people who have already 
bought hearing instruments only to find the support is poor and they 
never realise their full hearing potential. A good hearing instrument can 
be reprogrammed to accommodate further hearing loss and should last 
from six to eight years. I’ve got some patients who have had the same 
hearing instruments from me for over ten years and they are still  
working well. Good support gives good hearing instruments the  
longevity the price demands. 

As for price, we are never beaten, so if you do see your hearing  
instruments cheaper we will refund the difference. Why not try some  
of the latest technology and really hear what all the fuss is about.  
Because,	IF	YOU	HEAR	BETTER,	YOU	LIVE	BETTER.

Hearing Expert

@heswallmagazine

Local businesses get set for 
Stick ‘n’ Step’s 50/50 Challenge

Legal eagles at 2020 Legal 
Limited have soared to the 
peak of the highest mountain 
in Wales to raise funds for local 
charity Stick ‘n’ Step’s 50/50 
Challenge. A group of intrepid 
employees at the law firm have 
reached the summit of Snowdon 
and raised over £1,688 for the 
charity.

The 50/50 Challenge is designed to get local businesses 
together to raise money for charity in the most creative and fun 
way possible. Stick ‘n’ Step provides each business with £50 
which is used to kick start the fundraising in a bid to raise  
money collectively for the charity. 

Stick ‘n’ Step has signed up 17 local companies so far to its 
2017 50/50 Challenge. These include Woods Squared,  
Fireman’s Arms and Mandy’s Place from Birkenhead, Black 
Phoenix Media from Northwich, Propergeeks from Wallasey,  
Wirral Fire Protection from Wirral, BlackBerry Grove from New 
Brighton and Xpress Tek and Luxé from Moreton. 

Anyone interested in getting their company involved in  
the 50/50 Challenge or for more information about  
Stick ‘n’ Step should contact Hettie Miles, Community and 
Corporate Fundraiser at Stick ‘n’ Step on 0151 638 0888 
or email: hettie@sticknstep.org

Stick ‘n’ Step provides support services to children with cerebral palsy and their families. 
The charity works with over 70 children, allowing the children to gain the skills they need 
to live independent lives through conductive education sessions. The specialist sessions 
are provided free of charge to the families by Stick ‘n’ Step.
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A recent survey shows that divorce has a 
devastating impact on children, resulting 
in poor exam results, and, in some cases, 
can lead to eating disorders, alcohol and 
drug abuse. 

Almost two thirds of children whose parents 
divorced said the break up affected their 
GCSE results. One in eight said that they 
had turned to drugs or alcohol to reduce 
stress. Divorce can also trigger eating  
disorders, with almost one in three  
children saying they ate either more or  
less after the family break up (according to 
The Times).

The survey was commissioned by Resolution, 
an association of family lawyers in England 
and Wales. The participants of the survey 
were 500 young people aged between  
14 and 22 years old. 

Tom Fisher, Partner and a Collaborative 
Lawyer at Lees Solicitors, who has more 
than 40 years’ experience in family work 
comments on the survey: “These new 
findings show the wide ranging impact of 
divorce and separation on young people. 
It underlines just how important it is that 
parents going through a split manage their 
separation in a way that minimises the 
stress and impact on the entire family, 
especially children, otherwise their health 
or exam results could suffer. Divorce and 
separation is always traumatic, but there is 
a better way to deal with it.

“Collaborative	law	puts	you	in	control.	You	
set the pace; you identify the things that 
matter most and together with your former 
partner you find the solution that is best 
for you and your family, thus providing 
them with the best chance of building a 
brighter future.  

“Remember, if children are involved, you 
will both remain parents and it will help 
your children to cope better with your 
separation if they see you are working 
things out together.

“Most importantly, the key decisions you 
make about your future are yours – they 
are not made by a stranger in a courtroom.”

If you would like to talk to one of our 
specialist family law advisors, please 
call us free on 0800 387 927 (now  
also free to call from mobiles) or  
email family@lees.co.uk or visit our 
website www.lees.co.uk/family

The impact of divorce on children
At Lees Solicitors we understand 
that a breakdown of a relationship is 
upsetting and can be one of the most 
difficult times in your life. We will 
provide you with expert, professional 
and sensitive legal advice, helping 
you deal with divorce, financial  
matters and any questions you may 
have as a parent.

What Lees Solicitors can do for you…

•	 Fixed	fee	options	available

•	 Out	of	hours	appointments	from	 
 5-7pm on Monday, Wednesday  
 and Thursday.

•	 Heswall	office	open	on	a	Saturday	 
 (book for an appointment)

•	 Three local offices to choose from: 

 West Kirby 0151 625 9364, 

 Heswall 0151 342 6273, 

 Birkenhead 0151 647 9381

•	 Collaborative	Lawyers

If you are in need of family law 
advice, contact our team to book an 
appointment or to chat through your 
options. Call us free from either a 
mobile or landline on 0800 387 927.

Tom Fisher
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Sunlight Orthodontics, based in New Ferry, has now added a 
revolutionary high-tech brace to its range of treatments,  
suitable for adults or older teenagers.

The practice offers the very latest in lingual braces, an orthodontic 
appliance called WIN, which is fitted to the back of the teeth where 
it can’t be seen. Because they are hidden behind the teeth, lingual 
braces are ideal for business people, teachers, actors, retail staff 
and other people in the public eye or in customer-facing roles who 
are concerned about the appearance of traditional fixed braces and 
would prefer complete discretion. As they are truly invisible, patients 
can smile with confidence throughout treatment. 

And there are other benefits for children too. As clinical research 
has shown, compared to conventional fixed braces, tooth (enamel) 
damage in children is ten times less likely using a fixed brace 
bonded on the inner surfaces of the teeth.  

A local himself, originally from Birkenhead, Joe has been a  
specialist orthodontist for over ten years. 

He said: “It’s important to offer the full range of brace treatments 
to accommodate both adults and children. I’m delighted that a 
growing number of my patients are opting for the WIN lingual brace 
solution, which not only provides a fast correction of tooth  
positioning and predictable results but also enables the local  
community to access a high-tech option that suits their lifestyle.”

For further info or to book a consultation, call Sunlight  
Orthodontics on 0151 645 5473 or go to the website: 
www.sunlightorthodontics.co.uk

Local orthodontic practice 
creates winning smiles 

...in secret!
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Telephone: 0845 862 0801 or 07444 507 204
Email: info@wirraltreeservices.co.uk • Website: www.wirraltreeservices.co.uk

With the storm season here no tree is entirely safe, given the possibility that an exceptionally strong wind could 
damage or uproot even a mechanically ‘perfect’ specimen. It is, therefore, usually accepted that hazards are only 
recognisable from distinct defects or from other failure-prone characteristics.

Wirral Tree Services would like to share some basic advice, the following are just a few tips but if in doubt please 
always seek professional advice.

Do you need to to check your 
trees before the storms?

Weak Forks and Branch Union 
In many tree species, weak forks appear to be the most 
frequent contributory factor to major failure above ground 
level. They are thus probably more important than decay as a 
cause of hazard, although decay can be very dangerous when 
combined with a weak fork.

Look out for ‘raised bark lips’ where the forks meet

Abrupt bend in branch 
An abrupt or ‘dog-leg’ bend is likely to mark the point where a 
side shoot has replaced a pruned, broken or dead portion of 
the branch. A combination of localised stress and decay,  
associated with the old wound, can sometimes lead to failure.

Look out for elbows above old wound points

Butt Swell
Certain types of decay at the stem base, if extensive, may 
increase flexure sufficiently to stimulate extra growth of wood 
and create a bulge. In many cases, the extra growth is enough 
to maintain adequate support, but investigation is needed to 
ascertain this.

Look out for stem cracks, cracks in ground around root 
plate area and fungal fruit bodies

RECENT PROJECTS

Wirral Tree Services are a Heswall-based  
tree surgery and garden maintenance 
specialist offering professional but  
cost-effective workmanship to the  
residential and commercial sectors, 
throughout Merseyside & Cheshire regions.

Specialist work includes large and technical 
tree dismantles, hedge reductions and 
maintenance.

FREE NO OBLIGATION ADVICE

Removal of large failing limb to Large Oak Technical dismantle of SycamoreShaping of large Conifer

FIREWOOD FOR SALE
STOCK UP FOR WINTER!

(please call for prices)

• Cheap rates direct from the Tree surgeon-no middle man!
• Seasoned logs
• Soft, mixed or hardwood
• Delivered to all areas

PRICES PER BUILDERS TON BAG
Softwood £35 • Mixed £50 • Hardwood £70
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When we added the new renovations division to Remodel in early 
2015, some people asked if it was a ‘wise move’ as there are other 
builders on the Wirral and they believed that there could be too 
much competition. For me though, it’s not about competition, or 
how many other builders there are locally – it’s about concentrating 
on what we do and doing it well. It’s about ensuring that the service 
we offer is second to none. Just as important to me is that I don’t 
believe professional and reliable service should cost the client more 
– for us, this is just basic and comes as standard, regardless of the 
size of a project. 

The building trade might be seen as not very good at communicating  
with clients – and not very good about providing quotes without 
hidden extras or keeping to a promised schedule for jobs instead 

of overrunning completion dates. My firm belief is that our clients 
shouldn’t have to pay more to get a prompt quotation and a  
transparent cost breakdown, and they shouldn’t be misled about 
timings for work. Prompt responses and transparent quotes should 
be standard elements in running a service-based business. 

Now I’m not suggesting extra costs aren’t sometimes incurred 
or that projects never run over – it can happen. If an element of 
the build is changed or an unforeseen problem occurs, then it can 
affect the cost or the schedule, but the key is communication. If 
communication is clear and frequent between builder and client 
and both parties are on the same side, working together to make 
the project a smooth process, then the surprise of extra costs or 
extended completion dates are removed. In my experience it’s the 
failure to be kept up to date about a job that causes most  
relationship breakdowns with a client. 

All of us at Remodel Renovations enjoy the good relationship we 
have with our clients. When we’re working in a family home, we  
are always sympathetic about the unavoidable intrusion it causes. 
We pride ourselves on our tidiness, our efficiency and the  
well-organised project management that reduces the disruption. 

Every client expects you to be able to build the extension, fit the  
bathroom or whatever the job may be, because we are builders and 
that’s what we do. But our clients always credit us for unexpected 
elements, like the tidy site, our approach to health and safety, our 
polite, presentable workforce, and of course, that we stay in touch 
as the job goes on. And from everyone on site right up to the  
project manager, our people are are friendly and approachable.

So my advice for anyone who is about to embark on a building 
project, however large or small, would be not to employ a builder to 
work for you, but to employ a builder you can work together with. 
That’s the real secret to making sure your project will be completed 
to your satisfaction. 

Remodel Renovations would like to wish all Heswall Magazine readers a  
happy new year. We are looking forward to welcoming new clients in 2017.
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In the first half of the 19th century Heswall was a small farming  
community with a few hundred inhabitants, engaged in farming and 
fishing, supported by related trades such as blacksmiths, stonemasons, 
bakers, thatchers, and, of course, innkeepers. The population was 
centred in the area we now call the Lower Village, where there was 
rich, fertile soil and plentiful water from springs in the porous sandstone 
slopes. The land rose steeply from the Dee towards the red sandstone 
ridge which stretches along the north-west side of the Wirral, reaching 
the highest point on the Wirral at Poll Hill. Telegraph Road follows the 
approximate path of the summit of this ridge, although, at this time, it 
was just a sandy track with Gayton Mill the only building to be seen. 

The land on each side of Telegraph Road was a wild, desolate and 
rocky heath, designated as common land, stretching from Oldfield 
through Barnston to Gayton. We are fortunate that some of these open 
spaces still exist today in the Dales, The Beacons and Whitfield Common. 
The constant fight to prevent these open heather spaces being  
overwhelmed by trees, gorse and bracken gives a clue to the main use 
of the common lands on Heswall Hills, which was grazing sheep and 
cattle that maintained the flora of the heathland, especially heather. 

These common lands were owned by the Lords of the Manors of 
Heswall, Oldfield and Gayton, the Lloyd, Davenport and Baskervyle-
Glegg families. However, the local population had ancient rights to graze 
animals on these lands, and fences and hedges could not be erected 
without special judicial or even parliamentary permission. This is in 
stark contrast to the fertile farming land between the Lower Village and 
the Dee. By this time, this land had already been converted from the 
medieval system of open field agriculture with multiple shared strips, 
and had been ‘enclosed’ into fields marked by hedges with well-defined 
field names and ownership.

We are fortunate in knowing about land ownership at this time from 
the excellent maps produced as a result of the surveying associated 
with Tithes Commutation Act of 1836, which transformed the way tithes 
were collected. Tithes, which were first introduced by King Ethelwulf 
in 855, required one tenth of all agricultural produce or earnings to 
be paid to the local church to support it. The Tithe Barn, built to store 
these tithes in the grounds of the Rectory still stands in the Lower  
Village, although reduced in size due to a road widening scheme in  
the 1960s. The process of collection of tithes had become very  
inefficient and subject to abuse, causing social unrest in some parts of 
the country, so the aim of the 1836 act was to provide clarity on which 
plots of land were subject to tithes, and to convert them into monetary 
payments rather than agricultural produce. Three Tithes Commissioners 

were appointed to oversee a survey of all the plots of lands in parishes 
to establish ownership and liability to the new monetary tithes, and to 
agree equitable amounts to be paid as cash, linked to the price of corn. 

The resultant tithe maps are an excellent source of information and 
interested readers can consult the Heswall Tithe Map online on the 
Cheshire Archives website. The Heswall Parish Tithe Apportionment 
map, covering 2,022 acres was completed in 1851, by the surveyor 
John Davies of Great Mollington. He valued 43 parishes in Cheshire, 
and Heswall was one of the last Cheshire parishes to be completed. The 
process had taken a considerable time, as the first meeting to discuss 
the subject had been called by the Commissioners on 24th May 1843 
in the White Lion Inn (now White lodge at the foot of Wallrake) and the 
new tithes announced on 30th April 1849.The tithe map is accompanied 
by a detailed list describing the owner and use of each plot, plus the 
tithe payable. Successive governments continued to reduce the burden 
and complexity of tithe payments, but it was not until the Finance Act of 
1977 that they were finally abolished.

The tithe map shows the common lands of Heswall Hills as huge 
plots, compared to the numerous smaller enclosed plots in Lower 
Heswall. There were some enclosed plots in Heswall Hills where  
smallholders had a croft, often rented from the Lord of the Manor, but 
in some cases outright ownership had been negotiated. These  
individual enclosures were either negotiated privately or were subject 
to a Private Act of Parliament. Two parliamentary ‘Inclosure’ Acts were 
passed in 1845 and 1846 in order to facilitate the continuing  
enclosure of agricultural land, as the larger, well-defined fenced plots 
were considered to be more efficient than the open field strip system. 
The modern term to describe the process is ‘enclosure’, but at that 
time the synonymous word ‘inclosure’ was used in official documents, 
such as parliamentary acts. The displacement of many smallholders in 
the enclosure process in many parts of England provided a large  
supply of labour to fuel the industrial revolution. However, this  
probably did not apply in Heswall as there were very few strip plots  
left at this time in the cultivated part of Lower Heswall and Heswall  
Hills was sparsely populated. 

Further enclosure of the common lands in Heswall Hills was, though, 
to have a huge impact on the development of Heswall Top Village. On 
6th December 1854 the Inclosure Commissioners advertised in the 
Chester Chronicle that a copy of the report of the valuer acting on  
behalf of the landowners on 438 acres of common land in Heswall  
Hills was to be lodged in the White Lion Inn, and an open meeting 
would be held on 16th January 1855 in the same place to discuss the 
proposals. The same valuer and surveyor John Davies, who led the tithe 
commutation process, produced a report dated 8th November 1859, 
detailing the division of Heswall Hills into individual enclosed plots and 
identifying who was responsible to mark the boundaries with hedges, 
walls or fences. The Commissioners in their report to the Secretary of 
State to the Home Department recommended the Heswall Hills  
enclosure: “…on the grounds that this Common is rocky and useless in 
its present state, but from its situation is likely to become valuable for 
building property. We have not required any allotment for the labouring 
poor, the quality of the land being totally unfit for it, and the cottages 
in the neighbourhood being supplied with gardens.” This comment on 
building potential was remarkably prescient, although it needed the  
arrival of the railway in 1885 and the later provision of an omnibus  
service to Liverpool to really catalyse the development of these plots  
by the extensive residential and retail development we see today in the 
Top Village.

The Inclosure Order and accompanying map detailed a series of new 
public roads to be built (with a defined width of 24 or 30 feet), which 
needed 17 interested parties to agree before the order could be finalised 
and published. These are roads we take for granted now, but either did 
not exist in 1851 or were little more than narrow tracks. Further details 
are as follows:

The Growth of Heswall 

As told by Tithe and Enclosure Maps
                                                                     By Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald

The 1859 Heswall enclosure map showing the new public roads and the new enclosed plots. 
The map is centred on Dee View Road, here marked as Birkenhead Road No. 2.
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•	 A	completely	new	section	of	Thurstaston	Road	from	the	junction	of		
 Farr Hall Road to Delavor Road. Before this road was built the main  
 route from the Lower Village to Thurstaston and beyond was via Farr  
 Hall Road and Herbert’s Lane.

•	 The completely new Dee View Road, called then Birkenhead Road No. 2,  
 from Thurstaston Road to the hairpin bend by the War Memorial.

•	 The	new	Mount	and	Pensby	Roads,	called	then	Birkenhead	Road	 
 No. 3, starting from the hairpin bend where Dee View Road ends. It  
 is hard to imagine that Pensby Road was not even marked as a track  
 on the tithe map, given the importance of this northward route out  
 of Heswall now. This new road met the existing Pensby Lane at its  
 junction with Downham Road North.

 The above roads formed a new northwards way out of the Lower  
 Village, for a distance of 2,178 yards, providing a new route to the  
 rapidly indus trialising Birkenhead and Liverpool.

•	 Dawstone	Road	was	extended	from	the	top	of	Brow	Lane	to	join	with	 
 Dee View Road and the Mount, along the top of what is now  
 Dawstone Park, thus providing access from School Hill and Brow  
 Lane to the new Birkenhead Road.

•	 Delavor Road, called ‘Road to the Shore No. 4’, also called Scarbrook  
 Hill after the brook which ran down the side of it (according to Greg  
 Dawson, this became Scabbrook Road, or The Scabbrick in the  
 local vernacular).

•	 Banks	Road,	called	‘Road	to	the	Shore	No.	5’.	This	was	the	 
 upgrading of an existing track important for fishermen, and probably  
 smugglers in earlier days.

•	 Wallrake,	called	Well	Road,	because	of	the	Hesselwelle,	a	deep	 
 ancient well, which some claim is the origin of the name Heswall.  
 This was always an important track to the Lower Village, so the order  
 involved widening and surfacing the existing track. The name Wallrake  
 is reputed to derive from the Norse word ‘rake’, meaning lane. 

On 21st July 1855 John Davies advertised for tenders for the forming 
and rocking of the above roads, presumably to get an early estimate of 
the costs that would then be divided amongst all the landowners  
benefitting from the enclosure order. In his final order he allocated a 
plot of land adjacent and to the north of Smallwood’s Quarry (which is 
now developed as Smallwood Mews and Erica Court) to the Surveyors 
of the Highways of the Township of Heswall-cum-Oldfield to supply 
stone and gravel for the repair of public roads. Once these public roads 
were built at the enclosure beneficiaries’ expense, their maintenance 
would be a public expense, managed by the Highways Board.

Many new private roads with prescribed widths were defined and the 
adjacent properties responsible for their upkeep determined. Such 
roads were described as ‘drift’ (for driving cattle), ‘carriage’ (for wheeled 
traffic) and ‘occupation’ (to access landlocked plots). They included 
Pipers Lane, Irby Road, Feather Lane, Whitfield Lane, and Sandy Lane, 
which have now passed into public ownership.

On the Puddydale, four acres were awarded to the Church Wardens  
of Heswall and the Overseers of the Poor of the township of Heswall-
cum-Oldfield as a place of exercise and recreation for the inhabitants  
of the township and neighbourhood. This ownership was transferred to 
the newly formed Heswall-with-Oldfield Parish Council in 1894 and  
ultimately to the Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council. The clear  
documentation of the original award in the Heswall Hills Inclosure  
Award in 1859 was of great value when the ownership of the land was 
challenged in 1984 by an individual claiming to be the freeholder of the 
land. The rejection of this claim allowed the Puddydale to be registered 
officially on the Register of Town or Village Greens, thus protecting it as 
an open space.

The public pound or ‘pinfold’ located at the junction of West Grove 
and Herbert’s Lane (used to keep stray cattle, pigs and sheep until 
claimed),  was also allocated to the Church Wardens and the Overseers 
of the Poor.

Four public ponds or wells were identified, important assets in the 
time of horse drawn transport. These were the Penns or Prense Well in 
Telegraph Road (where Lingham’s forecourt is now), the Grange/Lightfoot 
well between Irby Road and Grange Road, and two other wells, one 
further along Telegraph Road and one in Hillside Road. This is not an 
exhaustive list of wells available at the time, but relates to those within 
the enclosure area granted public access.

Finally an area of land to the west of St Peter’s church was allocated 
to increase the cemetery space, a clear indication of the increasing 
population of Heswall.

The Heswall Tithe and Enclosure maps and allocations provide a 
wealth of information about the earlier inhabitants of Heswall, the 
owners and usage of the land, and a very detailed insight to how the 
modern roads and buildings developed. They are an invaluable resource 
for local historians and householders wishing to research the history of 
their houses.
Submitted by Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com or  
0151 342 9269) on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was established in 
1953 “for the public benefit to conserve the heritage of the Parish of Heswall”. 
For more details of membership and activities please call Roger Lane or visit 
theheswallsociety.org.uk  

The extension of Thurstaston Road from the new junction with Dee View Road  
and Delavor Road to Farr Hall Road. Children’s hospital in background.

The Mount and Dee View Road were new roads built on common land.

The Puddydale shown before the pond was filled. 

The pinfold at the bottom of West Grove.
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Novices and mature  
learners encouraged

PC, laptop or tablet (including iPad)
One-to-one lessons in your own home

Gift vouchers – a perfect  
gift for grandparents

Home Computer Tutor

Sue Freeman
0151 648 2955
info@computertutor.biz

NOSTALGIA SOUL & MOTOWN NIGHT
Sat 25th March at Heswall Legion Concert Room 

Tickets £6 from Heswall Legion.  £8 on the door.

The Soul Searchers are the Northwest’s No. 1 Soul and 
Motown act with over ten years experience recreating the 

unforgettable sounds of James Brown, Ottis Reading, Stevie 
Wonder, The Blue Brothers, The Commodores and many more. 
This 5-piece band bring their Soul Train act to Heswall on Sat 

25th for the first Nostalgia event of 2017. 

”I’m really excited to bring a night of soul to 
Heswall. After the success of last years Nostalgia 

Events this band are perfect to maintain the  
brilliant atmosphere and packed dancefloor that 

the nights have become knownfor.”
Mark Jackson, Organiser
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Richard Colley of R&J Travel started a local taxi firm in 1970 and 
was driving a Hackney cab at the same time. He stayed in the 
taxi business until 1987 when he bought his first 16-seater bus.

Richard told Heswall Magazine: “I worked day and night on 
local service work (272), Little Neston and Heswall to Arrowe 
Park, along with special needs school runs in the morning and 
afternoon and then private hire at night, such as nightclubs, 
weddings and airport runs.

“Since then I have been joined by my daughter, son-in-law 
and grandson, and we have progressed to a lovely fleet of 15 
coaches. Our private hire fleet are all beautiful Mercedes, which 
are cleaned and polished before every trip.

“The Mercedes range in size from 16-seater – with or  
without luggage spaces (20 cases), through 19, 24, 26, 29 
and 33-seaters. These coaches are used for holidays, airports, 
school days out, WI and other ladies’ groups, weddings, golf 
trips, sports days out and Masonic nights.

“All our drivers are CRB and DBS checked and are dressed 
in smart uniform and, of course, all have mobile phones and 
satnavs. Many of the coaches have PA systems on board, so you 
can have a running commentary as you glide along.

“Potential customers are welcome to inspect the coaches at 
any time – just call Jane on 0151 648 4206 and she will be 
happy to assist you.”

R&J Travel are located at Unit 10 Arrowe Commercial Park, 
Arrowe Brook Road, Wirral, CH49 1SX – right next to the old 
Champion Spark Plugs factory by Arrowe Park hospital.  
Telephone 0151 648 4206.

How R&J Travel started

• Day Trips
• Theatre
• Bowling
• School Days Out

• School Contracts
• Sports Trips
• Pensioners groups
• Weddings

• Golf Outings
• Day at the Races
• Holiday Feeders
• And more...

R&J TRAVEL
THE TRAVEL SPECIALISTS

We are a family run organisation with a 
reputation built on providing an efficient, friendly, 

safe and reliable service. We pride ourselves on 
our excellent safety and maintenance record.

Telephone: 0151 648 4206
Email: Jane-jenkins@sky.com • Website: www.randjtravelwirral.co.uk
R&J Travel, Unit 10 Arrowe Commercial Park, Arrowe Brook Road, Wirral, CH49 1SX

16 – 33 SEATERS

TONY’S
BARBER

SHOP
EST. 1970

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY

Tony’s Barbers shop supports 
the charity Checkemlads. 

Modern and Traditional Gents Barbers

ALL WELCOME

Sunrise over Telegraph Road, Heswall
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I shared the story of my traumatic battle with ulcerative colitis in the 
August 2016 issue of Heswall Magazine. I described the pain and  
suffering I experienced as a result of my illness. I also explained 
how the knowledge and experience I gained from working in the 
fitness industry for many years proved invaluable as I rehabilitated 
myself following emergency life-saving surgery. With a positive 
outlook and hard work I proved that having a long-term medical 
condition does not always prevent you from being fit and healthy.

The motive to share my story was threefold: to spread awareness 
of inflammatory bowel disease hoping to help others with similar 
struggles; to praise and thank the doctors and nurses at Arrowe 
Park Hospital for saving my life, and to announce the launch of  
CH Personal Training, my personal training business.

My article received an overwhelming response and every person 
I’ve had contact with described it as ‘inspirational’. I have been 
contacted by people who have similar conditions to myself, along 
with others who have their own unique personal challenges that are 
preventing them from realising their physical potential. I truly feel 
honoured that they took it upon themselves to contact me either  
to ask for advice or to say how the article has changed their  
perspective on living a healthy life. 

Honestly speaking, the article gave me an opportunity, which I 
found surprisingly quite cathartic, to speak openly for the first time 
about my battle with ulcerative colitis and living with a stoma. 

I launched CH Personal Training in 2016 and I am now proud to  
announce the opening of my bespoke Personal Training and  
Fitness Studio in Lower Heswall. My aim is simple – to inspire 
healthy living through effective exercise, balanced nutrition and a 
positive mindset. 

I provide a mobile and flexible service that offers my clients the  
opportunity to train at home, in local outdoor spaces or in my fully 
equipped studio – eliminating the myth that you need a gym  
membership to lead a fit and healthy lifestyle!

To complement my personal training services, I am launching a  
selection of weekly fitness classes to be held at the studio. These 
classes are aimed at all levels of ability and will target fat burning, 
cardiovascular fitness, core stability, and muscular strength  
and endurance.

Whether you are looking to regain fitness and strength following ill 
health, wanting to lose weight and tone up, wanting to try a different 
approach to exercising in the gym, needing new inspiration and  
motivation to achieve your fitness goals, or wanting to start your 
fitness journey from scratch, I would love to hear from you and I 
would love the opportunity to help you. I offer a free no obligation 
consultation and free half-hour taster session.   

For more details about CH Personal Training, fitness  
classes or for any health and fitness related advice, email  
fitness@chpersonaltraining.com or call 07944645186.  
Alternatively visit www.chpersonaltraining.com and the CHPT 
page on Facebook @christianholcombept

Christian Holcombe tells readers about 
his battle with ulcerative colitis and 

new personal training studio in Heswall

The Little Teahouse is welcoming and charming with a  
true vintage feel. Recent customer comments include  

‘relaxing, calm, welcoming, the perfect place to sit and  
look at the amazing view’. It has also been described as  

‘a little gem’ we like to think it is.

Our menu is inventive, seasonal and we try to incorporate 
all tastes including vegetarian, vegan and gluten free.  
Most of all, it’s all about taste, we love food and we  
guarantee you will love our food too. We use local  

organic produce where possible and the freshest organic 
eggs in our cakes which gives the most amazing flavor.

The Little Teahouse, South Cottage The Parade, Parkgate CH64 6SA
Telephone: 0151 538 7934 • Email: yourlittleteahouse@gmail.com

little teahouse
parkgate
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i-Care Opticians are celebrating their fourth year in Birkenhead. 
They have quickly developed a reputation for great customer  
service, technical excellence and competitive pricing. The opticians 
on Grange Road was previously home to Crown Opticians which 
had been there for 17 years until the owner decided to retire.

To ensure they provide a first- class service with guaranteed quality, 
i-Care produce most of their glasses in their own optical laboratory. 
based at their St Helens store.

i-Care have offers to suit all. With over 600 top quality and designer 
frames from our core range through to frames from leading labels.

Over 60’s Offers
i-Care love over 60s with discounts and offers especially for you – check 
out the latest offers in store. They also offer FREE eye tests. 

Buy 2 pair of glasses and pay for only 1
You’ve	probably	seen	this	offered	by	other	opticians	BUT	uniquely,	i-care	
Opticians supply the same quality lenses in your second pair as you 
choose in your first pair.
For example if you require bifocals or zeiss varifocals then you will get 
the same premium quality lenses in your second pair completely 
free. We all need sunglasses at some time, and with our 2 for 1 offer 
you can get them absolutely FREE. Just ask us to provide your second 
pair as prescription sunglasses – it’s as easy as that!

Free Eye Examinations
i-Care opticians are currently offering FREE eye examinations to all 
patients who order glasses from our extensive range of frames, plus if 
you have a valid free eye care voucher or are entitled to NHS Vouchers 
these can also be used at i-Care Opticians.

We’re fully aware of the importance of your eye examination, it’s such 
a vital check of both the health of your eyes as well as a great general 
health check too. An eye test not only checks your vision, it can also 
detect diabetes, glaucoma, cataracts and raised blood pressure, as well 
as other conditions which can affect general optical health.

The i-Care team look forward to seeing you in Birkenhead soon.

Traditionally trained in Thailand, Nimit Ngamsri is highly 
skilled and experienced to help you with a range of traditional 
Thai massages.

Traditional Thai Massage is famous for its therapeutic effectiveness  
in relieving muscular pain, stiffness, improving flexibility, better 
blood circulation and tension relief. If you need to relieve your 
aches and pains, if you are tired, working hard and stressed, we 
would recommend that you try our deep pressure traditional Thai 
massage. The benefits of Thai Massage include:

•	 The	removal	of	blockages	in	energy	lines	to	promote	an	increase	 
 in energy levels.

•	 Relaxation	and	removal	of	stress	from	body	and	mind.

•	 Acupressure	and	stretching	techniques	to	bring	about	pain	relief.

•	 Relief	of	muscular	tension	and	an	increase	of	flexibility	in	 
 muscles and limbs.

Hot Herbal Ball Massage alleviates pain, stiff, sore or pulled 
muscles, chronic backache, arthritis and much more. Providing a 
relaxing effect on the body and mind, soothing sore and overworked 
muscles. It induces deep relaxation, relieves stress and fatigue, 
improves circulation of blood and boosts emotional and physical 
well-being.

Aromatherapy massage is a massage therapy but with highly  
concentrated plant oils, called essential oils, added to massage oil 
or lotion. Each essential oil has different healing properties.  
For example, some calm while others energise. We have a list of all 
essential oils and their effects.

Nimit also offers back, neck and shoulder massage and foot, head 
or sports massage.

Nimit has suitable clothing for you to change into prior to your 
massages and the option for you to shower before and after.

Traditional Thai Massage
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We have an excellent reputation for good 
care and outstanding value. Our pleasant 
country location offers accessibility and 

comfort for all and our soon to open café 
will offer another dimension to the care 

services we offer residents & visitors. 

The Chapel House provides Specialist  
Nursing Care. Our residential home  

Plessington Court provides 24-hour care & 
bespoke Day Care for people with memory 

loss. All our services are currently rated 
good by the Care Quality Commission.

Our team members are very experienced 
and include Admiral Nurses who are  

dementia specialist nurses. We provide an 
integrated approach to holistic care and 
a friendly personal service to each of our 
residents. We work in collaboration with 

our residents & their family to ensure that 
every need is catered for and as an  

independent private home can provide  
a real home from home.

Compassion today 
and purpose for 

tomorrow….

Dementia Resource Community, The Chapel House
Chapel House Lane, Puddington Cheshire CH64 5SW

Registered Manger: Kim Dawson (Admiral Nurse)

Telephone: 0151 336 2323 
www.dementiaresourcecommunity.co.uk

As most of you will be aware, the Pensby Hotel has recently been 
demolished after the Government overruled a council decision to 
stop the site being developed. 

A proposal by Ideal Care Homes Ltd to demolish the pub and 
build a 60-bedroom care home was rejected by Wirral Council. 
That decision was overturned by the Planning Inspectorate who 
stated it would be an “appropriate standard of design in the  
context of the appeal site’s location and surroundings” and would 
not have any “adverse effect on the character and appearance of 
the area”. 

The Planning Inspectorate noted Wirral Council had given  
permission for the pub to be demolished in April 2016, adding: 
“although the loss of the building may be of strong local concern,  
it does not on its own justify the refusal of planning permission.”

Pensby Hotel demolished
Pensby Hotel shrouded in mist – Geoff Garner

Just before demolition by M. Davies

During demolition by M. Davies



Holmwood Drive, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 1AU
07764 615934 or 0151 929 5223  sarahwhiteaesthetics.com
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram for our latest offers

We are extremely excited to announce  
that the award-winning SkinCeuticals 

 have asked us to become their  
‘Advanced Clinical Centre’  

for the North of England!

This will bring with it their extensive  
training, the latest news in Medical  

Grade skin care technology and lots of 
exciting opportunities for our clients!

Introductory offer on the amazing 
All in one facial treatment

   £50
Side order Collagen Mask £20 usual price £30

Valid until end of March 2017. Quote Heswall Magazine when booking. 

Our treatments include:

 Anti-wrinkle injections

 Dermal Fillers (Eight point ‘face lift’)

 Fractional Resurfacing

 Derma Rollering

 Hair loss Medication

 Cosmeceutical Products

 Laser Hair Removal – Soprano Ice

 Radiofrequency Skin Tightening

 Medical Grade Bespoke Peels

 Collagen Boosters

 ProFacial

 Dermalux LED light Therapy

 Enerpeel

BRINGING MEDICAL AESTHETICS TO WIRRAL
AT SPIRE MURRAYFIELD AESTHETIC SUITE

Usual
price
£90



 

Something for your Valentine
Ahhhh, Valentine’s! When restaurants are fully booked weeks in  
advance and bunches of roses seem to cost more than during the 
rest	of	the	year.	Love	is	in	the	air,	New	Year	diets	are	long	forgotten	
and big red hearts are everywhere.

To help you celebrate Valentine’s this year I’ve chosen five wines 
and spirits available from your friendly local independent merchants 
Whitmore & White, which will serve as excellent gifts for the one you 
love alongside a lovely box of handmade chocolates - assuming you 
love them enough to give these things away!   

Vilarnau Cava Rosé  £10.95
This would be a great gift with one of our chocolate box selections. 
It’s also a superb rosé Cava in its own right and the bottle is visually 
stunning, with its Gaudi-inspired label. Chill down nicely and serve 
between two.

Billecart-Salmon Rosé  £62.95
Nothing says “I love you” more than an expensive bunch of roses 
and a bottle of Champagne. And if you want to splash out on 
something wonderful, then Billecart-Salmon Rosé is the Champagne 
of choice. Elegant and refined and it tastes like strawberries and 
cream. Who could ask for more?

Amarone, Torre del Falasco  £29.95
Now this is the ultimate wine to have with a cosy, romantic meal for 
two at hoºme. Pop to a good butcher and buy a couple of pieces of 
fillet/sirloin/rump steak. Cook to your liking, serve with chunky chips 
and veg and crack open this storming bottle of Amarone to drink 
with it. With this combination, it’s not only the steak that’ll be sizzling...

Pink Dog Gin  £32.00 (50cl)
From the team who bring you Wirral Gin, this rose-petal and lav-
ender inspired gin is made with love and it’s difficult not to fall for 
those heady, floral aromas and delicately balanced flavours. Fast 
becoming one of our most popular gins, grab a bottle today for your 
loved one and see for yourself.

Morelli Crema di Cioccolato  £12.95 (20cl)
I couldn’t finish without something chocolate-themed, and this  
Italian chocolate liqueur is sure to get the heart fluttering with 
amore. Rich, velvety and extremely chocolatey, this will be the  
perfect end to a perfect romantic meal.

That’s all for this month. Remember to drink well but drink responsibly.

Graham Simpson, Whitmore & White

W NE COLUMN
By Graham Simpson, Whitmore & White

Burnt Truffle, which set up home on Telegraph Road in 
Heswall, is the sibling of chef Gary Usher’s award-winning 
Sticky Walnut restaurant in Hoole, Chester.

Having opened to huge success, people have travelled from far 
and	wide	to	sample	the	alluring	food	that	Usher	and	his	team	 
create.	However,	Usher	is	adamant	that	‘community’	remains	at	 
the heart of everything that they do. They aspire to create a space 
that is part of the community, where people can call in whenever 
they like and know that they will get great food in a relaxed and  
unpretentious environment. 

Customers enjoy delicious dishes such as Jacob’s Ladder, 
Poached Seabream and Tonka Bean Custard as part of the  
seasonal and monthly changing dinner, early doors and lunch 
menus. The latter offers three courses for just £18 and is available 
Tuesday-Saturday.

Offering what is arguably one of the best Sunday lunches around, 
Burnt Truffle has recently also extended its Sunday Lunch openings 
from 12pm to 7pm. So whether it’s the ultimate remedy to a heady 
weekend, or quality time with the kids, three courses of sublime 
food will put a smile on anyone’s face. And if Burnt Truffle Sundays 
weren’t good enough, from May they will be hosting BBQs every 
week on their outdoor terrace.

Exclusive events are held monthly, including their upcoming 
Valentine’s Day menu – three courses and a glass of Prosecco for 
just £40. Additional highlights include a Steak Night in collaboration 
with Wirral-based Edge and Sons butchers taking place in March 
and a gourmet wine dinner, hosted by producers Maison Nicholas 
Perrin, in April. 
For further information visit  http://www.burnttruffle.net.
Twitter: @burnttruffle  
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We duly arrived at the yellow buoy and had to waste another half 
hour for although the flood tide had started, we needed water to 
get through the New Brighton end. Henry gave the OK and off we 
went down the rock. This was all new territory to me, but we were 
in good hands and enjoying ourselves. We only had six feet of water 
under us at the most, but Henry reckoned by the time we were 
off New Brighton the tide would have made enough. We lined up 
the churches on the hill and after half an hour or so we picked up 
the buoy marked ‘spud’, so we were definitely on line. Then came 
‘chips’; the tide at this point had started to pick up considerably 
and we rounded the bend and headed for Perch Rock lighthouse. 
With our engine going and sails set, we shot through the ‘riprap’ 
(that’s the piece of horrible water where the two channels meet), 
past the ‘brazil’ buoy and into the Mersey – we had made it without 
mishap. Henry by this time was half a mile in front of us and sailing 
well, and the Welshgirl, at eight feet smaller than Venture, was also 
going well for a little boat.

Passing Seacombe in the middle of the river, Pat said: “There’s a 
ship coming down.” We could see this ship off the Liverpool landing 
stage, heading out to sea and, as we were not accustomed to 
meeting big ships, I decided to take down the sails and get ready 
for the inevitable wash. As the ship came abeam of us, we could 
read its name: The Miranda Guinness. “I bet that holds a few pints!” 
I said. By this time we could make out one or two boats outside 
the Canning half-tide dock gates, (our final destination), and, as 
we wanted to be eastside of the river to enter the dock, I started 
heading for the landing stage. Just then we saw the four or five big 
waves bearing down on us. “Hold tight, Trish,” I said as I put the 
head of the Welshgirl to meet them – there was no problem; she 
rode them and I turned once more for the stage. Henry had done the 
same and by the time we arrived, Henry had made fast and we threw 
him a line and tagged on astern. We’d finished with the engines 
till it was time to enter the dock, so we had more coffee, butties, 
crisps and apples, etc. We had virtually sailed the boats all the way.

The Liver Building’s clock struck 6pm – it had been a long day, but 
interesting. At this point Pat informed me that it was she who had 
steered Welshgirl to the Mersey, but under my guidance of course…

The Canning dock gates were supposed to open at 7pm, so we 
cast off from Venture and motored around the entrance to wait. 
They finally opened at 7.15pm and we took our turn to go through 
after Venture. There were a couple of yachts in as well and when we 
were all in, the gates were closed and the entrance to Albert Dock 
opened. There were a few nobbies in. Donald didn’t arrive with the 
Ethel till a few days later.

He was there to greet us as we tied up to the pontoons ,and our 
Bill and Ann had come to take us home. All that week I was like a 
hen on hot bricks, waiting for the weekend and the race to start. I 
went to see Chris on the Thursday, he gave me tips on what to look 
for, in the way of currents and wind and how to make the most of 
them. I think he was quite proud of me, taking my boat round to 
the Mersey and attempting to race her.

We went over to Liverpool on Friday evening, some more boats 
had arrived and the excitement was starting to rise. We went on 
board Welshgirl, pumped out what drops of water she had made 
and went for a general look-see. We stayed till 9pm then went home.

Saturday dawned bright and clear. Pat made up the day’s food 
and drink, then we were off once more for the Albert Dock. The 
Peggy arrived from Conwy, as did the Ethel. Everyone who had a 
boat there was there, trying this sail, or preferring that sheet, or  
setting sails, trying top sails, starting up engines, as we did, and 
had a little cruise around the dock. We made new friends, all eager 
and ready to help in any way.

The highlight was the arrival of four tall ships, which were to be 
berthed in the Canning half-tide dock. The first in was the Francis 
Drake, a Bermudan rigged ketch of some 70 feet GRP (Ocean 
Youth	Club).	The	next	in	was	the	Greater Manchester Challenge, 
a small steel schooner based at Liverpool, which regularly takes 
young people sailing around Britain. She also did very well in the 
tall ships race from the States to Liverpool. She was followed by an 
Irish boat, the Asgard. The last in was the Jersey-registered Kaskelot 
(a square rigger, three masts). It was fascinating watching this last 
ship berth, as it was by far the biggest. She approached the dock 
entrance at an angle, facing the tide and when she had cleared 
the mouth, immediately let go her anchor and proceeded to motor 
round it. She did this several times till she was facing back the way 
she had arrived, then warped into her berth, at the far side of the 
dock. An excellent piece of manoeuvring.

We had made friends with Eddie and Margaret Grant, who had a 
ten-ton motor-sailer, moored by us. They invited us aboard and we 
chatted about this and that, over cups of tea, etc. It turned out that 
both of them had yachtmaster certificates and Eddie was first mate 
at one time on the Greater Manchester Challenge. This was an 
opportunity not to be missed so we asked if we could see over the 
ship and Eddie, along with Pat, young Henry Evans and myself, gave 
us a guided tour of the ship – we were very impressed. (I think it 
prompted young Henry to sail a few years later in one of the Ocean 
Club ships).

Continuing our serialisation of Geoff Andrews’ fascinating 
book, Memories of a Lifetime Past, about the life and 

times of Parkgate fishermen, Chris & Jim Peters

206 Pensby Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 7RJ
Tel: 0151 342 3084 • www.conceptmortgages.co.uk

Your home may be at risk if  you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. Concept Mortgages may charge a fee dependent on your circumstances. This fee will typically be £399.
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In 1913, over one hundred years ago, Hoylake Baths opened. 
There was a great need for an open-air swimming baths in the area; 
swimming had become a fashionable sport and was recognised as 
important for both safety and health benefits. Building the Hoylake 
Baths cost £2,650. Entry charges were 6d per person for the 
plunge bath and 9d per person for the slipper baths, reduced to 6d 
for workmen three evenings per week. Arrangements were made for 
ladies bathing between limited hours on certain days.

During the latter part of the 19th century, Hoylake had developed 
into a popular seaside town. The new swimming baths were an 
enormous attraction for residents, day-trippers and holidaymakers.

The seawater baths were so successful that an additional swimming 
bath (100ft x 30ft) was opened in 1914. This additional swimming 
bath, adjoining the existing bath, was to make provision for schools, 
boy’s brigades and other similar institutions. An electrical pump for 
filling the baths during the period of low tides was added.

A Wirral Lido
Plans were passed for the reconstruction and extension of Hoylake 
Baths in 1930 at a cost of £25,000. The Council received a  
Government grant by providing work for the unemployed. The  
building work took place during the winter months.

The new Hoylake Baths opened on Whit Monday 1931 and were 
modelled on Southport Baths. They were fully enclosed (before the 
seawater washed over the walls at high tides) with a modern  
filtration plant supplying crystal-clear seawater. The pool was 50 
yards long and 70 yards wide. Mixed bathing was permitted and 
non-bathing spectators could enter the baths and watch their 
friends enjoying themselves. The baths had all the latest lido  
features: gleaming white concrete, fountains, water chutes, high 
diving boards, sunbathing terraces, spacious dressing rooms, a  
cafe and a balcony.

At the official opening gala there was a mannequin parade ar-
ranged by Messrs George Henry Lee and Co to display their latest 
sun and swim wear. Long after the events had commenced many 
people were still clamouring for admittance and police were  
required to control the entrances.

A new Hoylake Swimming Club was formed. Their galas attracted 
large numbers of spectators, being a good source of local  
entertainment. In addition to swimming, diving and water polo  
competitions, these galas included bathing beauty contests, fancy 
dress parades, acrobats, professional stunt acts, comedy acts, 
novelty events like the greasy pole competition (‘health and safety’ 
had not been discovered then), guest swimmers and divers and 
spectacular lighting. The galas always finished with a grand  
firework display.

The Superintendent of the baths was Mr Croft, a dour Scotsman 
and the champion swimmer of South Africa in 1917, who ruled the 
pool very strictly. He gave swimming lessons in long wellington  
waders. Floodlit bathing took place on warm summer evenings at 
his discretion.

In 1932, Dare Devil Peggy, the one-legged diver, came to Hoylake 
Baths. The newspaper article said: “Dare Devil Peggy and his 
world-famous troupe of divers will give a sensational exhibition of 
acrobatic and stunt diving. One of the special items is the ‘Death 
Dive’ from a platform 80 feet high. In this we understand the diver 
takes the plunge, enveloped in flames, into a blazing lake.”

During the war years there was an air raid siren above the front 
entrance to the pool. The Air Raid Precaution wardens operated 
from a building within the baths and soldiers patrolled the seashore 
with rifles. All the glass areas at the swimming pool were covered 
with sandbags to protect people from flying glass in the event of a 
bomb attack. 

There were queues on the opening day of each summer. A prize of 
a free season ticket (contract) was awarded to the first person into 
the water. It was known that a youngster had leapt the turnstile and 
jumped into the water fully clothed to claim his reward.

Local people will remember having a contract for the baths that 
allowed unlimited entry. This was the summer’s entertainment 
for many families. The water was often very cold but this did not 
deter keen swimmers from meeting up with their friends. The water 
temperature was displayed on a board outside the baths, but the 
accuracy of this was often dubious.

Mr Dutton became the new Superintendent. He was a popular 
man and was also responsible for West Kirby Baths.

In 1963 the annual gala was followed by music from the local 
pop group, The Morockans. The atmosphere was fantastic – music 
blasted throughout the pool, the terraces were floodlit and  
youngsters jived on the balcony.

In the 1950s there were at least 11 open-air 
swimming pools in Wirral. Heather Chapman tells 

readers about Hoylake Baths which closed in 1981.

Early baths interior

1930 reconstruction
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In 1967 Hoylake Indoor Pool Organisation (HIPO) was formed to 
contribute towards the building of an indoor pool in the district. 
They raised £25,000, which was presented to the council in 1975 
when the West Kirby Concourse was being built.

On warm summer’s evenings, temptation was sometimes too 
much for local people. An article in the local paper was headlined  
“Midnight nude bathing at Hoylake Baths”. A News & Advertiser 
reporter kept watch for 90 mins between 10.30 and midnight; he 
saw a total of 36 people climb over the wall and into the baths. 

Hoylake Outdoor Pool Trust
In March 1976, the Council decided that the necessary repairs to 
Hoylake Baths could not be afforded and it would have to close.  
Local resident, Peter Cottriall, headed the Hoylake Action Campaign. 
Dozens of volunteers gave up hours of their free time to renovate 
the baths, aided by donations of materials from local companies. 

They formed the ‘Hoylake Outdoor Pool Trust’. The Government’s 
Job Creation Scheme awarded a grant for the season of £18,500 
to pay the wages of all the people working at the pool, and they 
also received a Job Creation Grant for the proper renovation of the 
pool and buildings.

The pool had a carnival opening on the 5th June 1976 and staged 
a ‘Miss Merseyside’ competition. During the winter months the pool 
was reduced in size, creating an attractive new sunbathing area. 

The Trust continued to run the pool until 1981 when the pool 
closed its doors for the very last time. With poor weather, dwindling 
attendances and lack of funding, the pool was no longer viable. 

The baths lay derelict for three years before demolition in 1984.

Looking Back
Hoylake Baths holds many different memories for local people.  
Former swimmers may remember the mangle in the changing 
rooms. This old machine, operated by hand, removed excess water 
from swimming costumes. I never heard of an accident with the 
mangle – today such a contraption would never be allowed. For 
some it was the ‘in’ place to go, even if you didn’t like swimming. 
People remember sunbathing and smearing themselves with olive 
oil and vinegar. Regulars were quite territorial about their favourite 
sunbathing spot which they would rush in and ‘bag’ as soon as the 
pool opened. Others have memories of school swimming lessons 
and freezing cold water, often followed by a mug of Oxo or Bovril.

In the 1950s there were at least 11 open-air swimming pools in 
Wirral. Today there are none. They are now all part of history. 

Many thanks to Heather Chapman for the article and photographs.

1976 Trust Baths

New pool Awaiting demolition
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In the 1960s the McGrath family who owned Dale Farm had a 
cottage, which they ran as a holiday let to bring in extra income to 
the farm. Many families came to stay in it every summer during the 
school holidays. The holiday let was built of sandstone by George 
McGrath and stood on the site for over 80 years. 

Bill McGrath, who owned Dale Farm with his sister Edith, built a 
swing in the field at the back of the holiday cottage by the fence of 
the cow field. The swing was mainly for the families who had kids. 
This photo of the swing in the mid-1960s shows two girls from a 
family I mentioned in one of my pieces a couple of years ago. They 
were the Roach family who used to come every summer. The girl on 
the swing is Michaela Roach. 

Most of the fields you see in the background in this old picture are 
where the cows were mostly put to graze, but in a small part of it the 
McGraths put in a little putting green for holidaymakers. 

On the new photo you can clearly see a lot has changed at Dale 
Farm. Where the putting green and fields were is now totally covered 
today by polytunnels, vegetables and gravel. The swing is also now 
long gone. 

The McGraths left in 1973 and the farm went to auction.  
The council were the only bidders and they purchased the land for  
twenty thousand pounds. The farm today is a horticulture adult day 
centre for adults of Wirral with learning difficulties, and is run by  
Wirral Evolutions. 

As I’ve also said before, many of the old buildings have long gone, 
including the old holiday let which was demolished ten years ago, 
back in August 2007. The dining area of the day centre is in an 
extension built on the site of the old holiday let. The other building 
houses the office, meeting room, staff kitchen and cloakroom, which 
were all built during the 1990s. The old farmhouse, which dated 
back to 1834, was demolished between 1982 and 1985 and rebuilt 
as much as possible with the same bricks. 

Next piece Dale Farm Then and Now – The Old Barn

Dale Farm Then and Now – The Swing
By Mark Kinnish 

Dale Farm Swing 1960s

Dale Farm now

DO YOU WANT TO REACH 
THE PEOPLE OF HESWALL AND 

THE SURROUNDING AREA?
OUR AUDITED DOOR-TO-DOOR DISTRIBUTION TO 
16,000 HOMES AND BUSINESSES IS THE HIGHEST  

OF ANY MAGAZINE IN WIRRAL

For more information visit www.heswallmagazine.co.uk
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A BRAND NEW SERVICE
PROVIDING HOME HELP THE WAY IT USED TO BE.
THE CLIENT IS AT THE CENTRE OF EVERYTHING WE DO.

Making home help affordable – our prices are the best value on the Wirral

Doing things with you and for you
•	 All	personal	care

•	 Housework	with	you,	or	for	you

•	 Shopping	with	you,	or	for	you

•	 Collecting	prescriptions	with	you,	or	for	you

•	 Taking	the	dog	for	a	walk	with	you,	or	for	you

•	 Gardening	with	you,	or	for	you

•	 Supported	community	trips,	cinema,	swimming,	bingo	etc.

•	 Relaxation	and	company,	with	no	hidden	charges

CALL 0151 363 1929     www.wilsltd.com

We are also seeking to recruit additional staff
Applicants welcome from semi-retired or retired people. For further details call Steve on 07739 744444



Fads versus facts:  
the non-surgical checklist

Having provided non-surgical procedures for over 20 years, I’ve  
seen an explosion in the number of treatments (and practitioners) 
in the last five to ten years. As a true exponent, it’s fantastic to 
see non-surgical procedures finally being acknowledged as a true 
alternative to going ‘under the knife’. On the other hand, it fills me 
with fear that people are choosing treatments based on what their 
favourite celebrity likes, rather than what they need. Furthermore, 
with so many ‘practitioners’ jumping on this bandwagon, it’s no wonder 
that some people may not be achieving the optimum outcome as they 
simply opt for the treatment this week’s hot celebrity is tweeting 
about. In the right hands, non-surgical procedures produce outstanding 
results, but to ensure you get the best outcome, here’s my checklist:

• Look at the bigger picture: For example, you may want to lose  
 inches and there are amazing fat reduction treatments available,  
 such as cryolipolysis, cavitation and HIFU (high-intensity focused  
 ultrasound). But if you are left with saggy, loose skin or cellulite  
 you’re still not going to feel great. Make sure solving one problem  
 doesn’t highlight or create another. 

 Choose a clinic that has the equipment and expertise to do  
 everything – for example, reduce circumference, remove stubborn  
 fat, tighten skin, and treat cellulite, to achieve the results you  
 actually envisage. The same is true of facial treatments. You may  
 love the results of your non-surgical facelift, but this won’t  
 improve pigmentation or scarring. 
 
 Remember there’s no single miracle treatment – it’s finding the  
 right combination that counts.

• Know what to expect: It’s vital that your aesthetician/therapist  
 tells you what they can and (importantly) can’t achieve. This  
 doesn’t mean they can’t make a real difference, but it’s essential  
 you know what to expect. My team and I produce outstanding  
 results that usually surpass our clients’ expectations, but we are  
 always honest and give realistic expectations. You can look  
 amazing, but we can’t turn you into a carbon copy of Katie Price  
 or Kim Kardashian. 

• Ask who’s treating you:  Some clinics make great claims about  
 their expertise, but what about the person who will actually carry  
 out the procedure? Are they specialists or just technicians  
 qualified in one or two treatments? If this is the case, they may  
 not have the knowledge to pick up on any potential problems or  
 be able to recommend an alternative treatment that could be more  
 effective. Ask about their qualifications and experience, and also  
 ask to see genuine before and after photos (of their own work,  
 not just marketing shots provided by the manufacturer).

• Remember, ‘no surgery’ doesn’t mean ‘no risk’:  I don’t want to  
 scare you, but not all non-surgical treatments are completely  
 non-invasive and there are risks. For example, micro-needling,  
 fillers and Botox™, Platelet Replacement (the vampire facial), and  
 laser treatments are advanced procedures which involve certain  
 risks in terms of the results and your health. For these procedures,  
 skin preparation is essential. You don’t go to the gym once and  
 expect to be an elite athlete the next day.

 This is why it’s so important to know you’re in safe hands and to  
 check the expertise of the person carrying out the procedure.  
 We see numerous clients who come to us to rectify the mistakes  
 of others after undergoing procedures such as fillers and laser  
 treatments. 

 Check out the clinic as well. Make sure it’s registered with all  
 relevant bodies and other important agencies such as the Local  
 Authority and Environmental Health. Hygiene standards and  
 working practices are vital to safeguard you.

• Be aware technology isn’t always better: While exceptional results  
 can be achieved with equipment-based treatments, machines  
 aren’t always better than man (or woman). This is particularly  
 true when it comes skin analysis. Many clinics boast about using  
 high-tech computerised skin analysis. But, on the whole, this only  
 produces generic pre-programmed results based on the products  
 and treatments offered by the salon/clinic. Our skin is as individual  
 as our DNA. To get a realistic, in-depth picture of your skin (and  
 how to improve it), there is no substitute for a human expert  
 examining you.

• Plan in advance: Don’t just phone or walk into a clinic on a whim.  
 To ensure you get the best person for the job, book two to three  
 weeks in advance. Any professional expert with a good reputation  
 will not be sitting around waiting for clients.

• Expect bespoke: When it comes to non-surgical procedures,  
 bespoke should be the norm because every person has different  
 needs. When your car isn’t running well, you don’t pick from a  
 list of parts to solve the problem. You ask the advice of an  
 expert mechanic. The same should be true for non-surgical  
 treatments. If they are worth their salt your aesthetician should  
 provide you with a plan to meet your specific requirements and  
 address your unique concerns, not just provide treatment based  
 on the latest fad.

Tracey Locke, Lead Clinician

Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road, 
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH

T: 0151 625 6256
www.serenity-clinic.co.uk
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January saw the closure of two restaurants on Telegraph Road in 
the centre of Heswall. 

First to close early in the month was Mediterranean restaurant, 
Monte Carlo. The restauarant has another venue in Hoylake which 
is unaffected. This was closely followed by the closure of Ego, part 
of a chain of 15 restaurants nationwide.

The owner of Monte Carlo, David Thompson, told the Liverpool 
Echo: “It is a difficult market at the moment. Even Jamie Oliver has 
had to close six of his restaurants.

“Unfortunately	the	Hoylake	restaurant	was	not	big	enough	to	take	
on the staff we had at Heswall.

“But Hoylake definitely has more potential, because it is not as 
competitive a market and we are one of the biggest restaurants in 
the town.”

Heswall Magazine emailed Ego’s head office for comment but 
received no reply. 

The restaurant scene in Heswall is undoubtedly very competitive 
and it seems maintaining trade throughout the week is a problem 
for some. It is hoped new tenants can be found for the premises 
very soon. 

Telegraph Road 
restaurants close

A care home in the Wirral is helping a local hospital to cope 
with the pressure of an increased number of patients during 
these winter months. 

The Hazelwell, a new ‘all inclusive’, residential, nursing, palliative 
and respite care home in Heswall, has made five of its 55 beds 
available	to	Arrowe	Park	Hospital	in	Upton,	Birkenhead,	to	provide	
short-term care for patients and support them in their transition 
from hospital to home. 

In partnership with NHS Wirral, upon arrival at The Hazelwell,  
each patient will receive a therapy assessment from the Clinical 
Commissioning Group team who will put together an individual care 
plan and arrange a final discharge so the patient can go home. 

While a patient is in residence, staff will provide all care,  
housekeeping and laundry services. Patients also have full access 
to the care home’s superb facilities, which include a home  
cinema, piano bar, hair salon and nail bar, library, gym and a  
stunning rooftop terrace with all meals prepared by the on-site  
chef. The Hazelwell has been built to a high standard across three 
floors with five-star accommodation and provides an equally high 
standard of care for residents. 

The Hazelwell Care Home Manager Liza Millington: “The Hazelwell  
staff is delighted to be able to do their bit to support the local 
hospital during its busiest time of year and the staff are keen to 
welcome our new ‘temporary residents’ and provide what they need 
to help get them back on their feet.”

For more information call Liza on 0151 342 9654,  
email info@thehazelwell.com or visit www.thehazelwell.com

The Hazelwell supports
local hospital during

winter pressures
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T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

TELEPHONE: 0151 353 1348 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design, 
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke  

bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

HESWALL CARPETS
DISCOUNT FLOORING CENTRE

FREE UNDERLAY
AND FREE FITTING
ON ALL CARPETS

208 Pensby Road, Heswall, CH60 7RJ (opposite Sainsburys)

Telephone: 0151 342 0008

We can help with all your
printing requirements...

At Heswall Magazine we offer a vast range of services 
that cater for all your printing requirements.  

We specialise in all aspects of print, from business  
stationery through to large format banners and  

promotional items. Design service also available.

For a no-obligation quote email:  
jon@heswallmagazine.co.uk

Sample prices:
500 Business Cards from £45

500 Letterheads from £65
1,000 A5 Leaflets from £55

10,000 A5 Leaflets from £150
10 x A1 Posters from £50

38 HESWALL MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 2017



The young trees were provided free by The Woodland Trust – the 
UK’s	largest	woodland	conservation	charity.

ITPAS was pleased to work with the Trust whose aims include  
seeing	a	UK	rich	in	woods	and	trees	enjoyed	and	valued	by	everyone. 
When mature, the trees will support a variety of wildlife.

A	spokesman	for	The	Woodland	Trust	says:	“The	UK	is	one	of	the	
least wooded countries in Europe and trees and woods continue 
to disappear from our landscapes. This is why we plant trees on 
our land and support people, organisations and partners who help 
make trees part of their land.”

The trees planted in Irby include Crab Apple, Birch, Holly,  
Hawthorn Hazel and Rowan.

Helping others is what the customers do at the Beacon Cafe at 
the top of the hill in Heswall, week by week! It is a special place, 
where not only is the food excellent, but you can be assured of a 
warm and friendly welcome. As all profit from the Cafe is donated to 
charity, by choosing to eat there you too can make a difference to 
people’s lives who are less fortunate than yourselves.

At Christmas we were able to give £1,800 to provide three Shelter 
Boxes, changing lives of people who have nothing. We also donated 
£500 to support the work of the Women & Children’s Refuge in 
Birkenhead. Come along and be a part of this unique cafe either as 
a customer or volunteer – you will not be disappointed.

Irby, Thurstaston and Pensby Amenity 
Society (ITPAS) has just planted 130 
mixed variety saplings in Irby Village.

You can help others, 
without even realising it!

The ITPAS working party at the completion of the tree planting session

2 Broadway
Higher Bebington 

CH63 5NH

Tel: 608 7822

152 Wallasey Road
Liscard 

CH44 2AF

Tel: 630 1115

8 Rocky Lane
Heswall 

CH60 0BY

Tel: 348 4083

OPEN
7 DAYS
8.30am-6.30pm

Follow us on Facebook  
and Twitter for news  

and special offers

Large Private Car Park

Home Visit Service

24hr Emergency Service 
(For Registered Clients)

Search Facebook for
Broadway Veterinary Surgery

Twitter
@BroadwayVets

BROADWAY PUPPY PACK
Give your puppy an excellent 

start with the best quality 
products and protocols we 

offer in this package

PRIMARY VACCINATION COURSE
(Two injections, 2-4 weeks apart)

FULL CLINICAL VET ASSESSMENT
(& no-limit free Nurse Appts for life)

INITIAL WORM TREATMENT
(Covering Round AND Tapeworm)

FIRST MONTH FLEA TREATMENT
(Covers Flea, Mite, AND Lungworm)

PREMIUM QUALITY MICROCHIP
(Registration with 24 hr Database)

FOUR WEEKS FREE INSURANCE
(Cover with Award-Winning Petplan)

KENNEL COUGH VACCINE OFFER 
(20% off during primary vaccines)

FULL 4 MONTH CLINICAL CHECK
(To ensure your puppy is doing OK)

ALL FOR £64*. SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR THE BROADWAY KITTEN PACK!
*£44 with voucher from our website for a limited period only.
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HAVE YOU PROTECTED 
YOUR ASSETS WITH 
THE ‘RIGHT’ WILL?

We can ensure that your loved ones
inherit the maximum possible.

DON’T LET CARE HOME FEES OR THE 
TAXMAN TAKE YOUR ASSETS. HAVE YOUR 

WILLS AND TRUSTS DRAFTED BY OUR 
SPECIALIST WILLS AND TRUSTS BARRISTERS.

We offer FREE home visits and
free Will reviews.

Our fees include home visits.

DON’T BE CAUGHT 
NAPPING!!

Fully certified lasting powers of attorney
including all registration documents

£99 single £175 couple
(excluding OPG registration fees)

Our fees include 2 home visits and VAT

Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate 
Planning for a no obligation chat

on 0845 052 2757 (std rate) 

Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate 
Planning on 0845 052 2757 

Visit our website: 
www.wirralestateplanning.co.uk
Email: info@wirralestateplanning.co.uk

Having the right will in place is very important these days to  
ensure that your main assets are protected and that the maximum 
possible will eventually pass to your children and grandchildren.

We all know that many thousands of homes have to be sold each year 
to pay for long-term care home fees. Such fees are always burdensome 
and could easily exceed £700 per week. 

You	can	ensure	that	your	home	and	other	assets	like	cash	and	 
valuables cannot be lost and are protected by writing protective asset 
trusts into your wills, or by setting up an asset protection trust.

All our wills and trusts are drafted by our nationally acclaimed wills 
and trusts barristers, Messrs Spicer Finch Ltd, so you have complete 
peace of mind, knowing that you have the best protective documents 
in place.

Lasting Powers of Attorney for Health and Welfare and Property and 
Affairs are the other vitally important documents to have in place during 
later life. We can prepare these for you at the lowest prices available 
today: £175 single person for both, and just £299 for couples, for all 
four. These prices include VAT and home visits.

SPECIAL OFFER
We will produce your lasting powers of attorney totally free of charge 
for clients instructing asset protection trusts within the next two months.

We also offer free consultations, free reviews of existing wills and  
signing appointments, all within the comfort of your own home  
(weekend appointments included). 

Have you protected yourself with
a lasting power of attorney?

The sad fact is that 94% of over 65s have not!

The over 65s are now rapidly approaching a staggering 25% (that’s 15 
million)	of	the	UK	population,	and	it	is	an	age	at	which	we	should	be	 
thinking of protecting ourselves and our families by putting lasting  
powers of attorney and wills in place.

Around 65% of over 65s do not have wills; however, a staggering 94% 
have not put lasting powers of attorney in place! In fact just over one 
million lasting powers of attorney have been registered, since their 
inception in 2007, covering all age groups. Generally, despite there 
having been many press reports of horror stories, many people still 
seem unaware of the necessity to draw up lasting powers of attorney.

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that should you have some 
form of incapacity (permanent or temporary) which prevents you from 
looking after your day-to-day affairs – then you must have attorneys in 
place. If you have a registered lasting power of attorney in place, then 
all is well and those attorneys can act immediately, without further fuss.

If you have such an incapacity with no power of attorney in place then 
there is an extremely onerous, complex and very expensive procedure 
for your family or close friends to undertake. This involves making  
application to the Court of Protection by family or friends. This complex 
process can take over six months and costs can easily exceed £2,000, 
with no guarantees of success!

Should you have no family or friends able or willing to undertake the 
rigours of such an application, then indeed there is a much worse  
case scenario that can occur. The court has the power to immediately 
appoint attorneys for you, called deputies. These deputies will take  
full control of your finances and divert your pensions to themselves. 
Your	bank	account	will	be	closed	and	cheque	books,	bank	and	credit	
cards cancelled.

Your	appointed	deputies	can	be	a	solicitor,	an	accountant	and	even	
the County Council official and this worst case scenario is when it  
becomes wickedly expensive. They will charge £800 per year before 
they do anything and they charge for every single transaction they  
undertake on your behalf. Costs and charges can easily exceed 
£3,000 per year. There is even a final ‘winding up’ fee of £290  
when	you	die.	You	have	been	warned!
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Shelf Indulgence is a book column from award-winning 
Wirral novelist, Margaret Murphy, who also pens 
forensic thrillers as A.D. Garrett. In this regular feature, 
Margaret recommends two books across a range of 
styles and genres and a mixture of new and old. 

WHY BE HAPPY WHEN YOU COULD BE NORMAL?  
by Jeanette Winterson 
Vintage, 2012, ISBN-13: 978-0099556091

Why Be Happy . . . ? begins with a description of a 
mother: “A woman who kept a revolver in the duster 
drawer, and the bullets in a tin of Pledge.” One of the 
many surprises of this book is that it is not crime  
fiction – nor even a novel – but a memoir. The 
‘woman’ is Constance Winterson, Jeanette’s adoptive 
mother, a monstrous depressive who terrorised her 
husband and daughter; a desperately lonely woman 
who adopted a baby because she wanted a friend.

The cruelties perpetrated on Jeannette were outrageous, harrowing and 
appalling, yet Winterson’s memoir is bursting with humour. And there is 
unexpected kindness along the way, too: the kindly neighbour who buys 
her a bag of chips; the teacher who lets her stay, rent-free, in her attic 
when Constance kicks her out; the famous author who provides a place 
to write, and lifelong support and friendship. Winterson is erudite and 
earthy, angry and philosophical by turns; she draws on literature, fairy 
tales, folklore and oral tradition to examine the complexities of life, and 
her difficulties with loving and being loved.

Her honesty is searing, but never self-indulgent; there’s also playfulness 
here, a sage look back at a life lived to the full. It is also a reflection on 
hope; a life spent, not being happy, but ‘in the pursuit of happiness’. It 
is the story of finding a way to love from a loveless childhood.

Margaret’s latest A.D. Garrett novel, Truth Will Out will be released 
in paperback this month.

Connect with Margaret @crimin8 and @adgarrett1 on Twitter, and 
at www.adgarrett.com 

SHARP OBJECTS by Gillian Flynn 
Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 2007, ISBN-13: 978-0753822210

When I first read this in 2007, Gillian Flynn was 
an unknown, and Sharp Objects was her debut. It 
was shortlisted for three CWA Dagger awards in the 
same year, and deservedly won two. 

Camille Preaker is a writer – on so many levels. 
Words have a visceral effect on her: they flare, buzz, 
itch, scream. She escaped the small-town hell of 
Wind Gap, but returns to report on the disappearance 
of another child, and is sent spiralling back into the 
harrowing events of her own loveless childhood. 

Camille calls herself ‘trash – from old money’. Her mother, Adora, is 
manipulative, damaged and needy. Adora (never ‘Mom’), is appropriately 
named; it’s what she demands – total adoration. She has made a  
monster of Camille’s half-sister, the preening and sexually precocious 
child of Adora’s second marriage.

The mystery of the girls’ disappearances is inextricably linked to Camille, 
who must unravel the secrets of her childhood while averting the  
disintegration of her own personality.

The wonderful balance of wit and creepy suspense in Sharp Objects will 
make you dread turning the page, yet compel you to read on.

Shelf 
Indulgence

By Margaret Murphy

Finding the Missing Peace

By Stephen G Baker

A New Year brings fresh challenges and opportunities but life is so  
unpredictable! At times, the variety life brings can be very exciting but  
sometimes it’s a bit frightening. That flood in the house, the illness that  
took us by surprise! The speed of change and our helplessness can be  
disconcerting! As mere mortals, we cannot control our circumstances and 
have to try to cope with what is inevitable as well as we possibly can.

There are many situations like this in life. Illness often cannot be avoided, we 
are affected by what other people do, and often circumstances are out of our 
control. Most of the time we are quite skilful at coping but sometimes we just 
have to go with the flow. I am not a laid-back type of person so I often wonder 
what it must be like to be relaxed and unaffected by changeable circumstances.

The ultimate uncontrollable event is death. It creeps up on every one of us. 
We may prolong life and improve the quality of our twilight years but we  
cannot evade death in the long term! I believe, and the Bible teaches, that 
there is hope in Jesus.

He is the only man who ever had control over his own death. It is recorded 
that Jesus brought at least three people back to life - see the accounts in the 
Bible in John 11, Luke 7:11-17 and Luke 8:40-56. When it came to His own 
death, Jesus voluntarily sacrificed His life. By this, I don’t mean only that He 
went the place of His execution willingly but that at His crucifixion His life did 
not ebb away, as it would with us. He consciously laid down His life so that 
we might have eternal life. Read it for yourself in the Bible, Luke 23.46. The 
Bible states it explicitly when it says ‘Christ died for our sins’.

The profound message of Christianity is this!
My sinful behaviour has moral consequences. God is loving but He is also 
holy. His distaste of sin is such that it would be an insult to His character to 
allow people into His presence who have been marked by it. The dilemma is 
that God wants to share eternal life with His creatures but we, historically, 
have distanced ourselves from Him.

What is the solution according to the Bible? The Son of God became a man 
through a miraculous conception but a normal birth. In His life of thirty-three 
years, He demonstrated that He was God by His miracles and His knowledge. 
He proved that He was holy and flawless in character by how he lived – even 
his enemies stated that there were no flaws in Him. All men die because of 
sin but Jesus could not die as He was without sin, fault, wrong or error. His 
death was a voluntary payment for guilty humanity. As a result, God offers us 
pardon and forgiveness.

So how do you get this forgiveness? God treats His creatures as thinking 
individuals. He has given them the capacity to choose. The offer is still on 
the table. Consider, grieve about and admit your sin to God, not a religious 
person or organisation. Believe and depend on what the Lord Jesus has done 
and accept Him as your Saviour.

I cannot describe the change that you will find when you come. It cannot be 
defined in words. It does not guarantee a problem-free existence. It will bring 
about changes in your lifestyle, not enforced change as a result of rules but 
changes in interests and desires for better things. It will mean your guilty 
status before God has been resolved. You will be saved forever.

Read the Bible and seek the Lord while He may be found.

To find out how to get this pardon and forgiveness please visit  
www.seekthetruth.org.uk. Click on the ‘Blogs’ tab, find the article  
‘Heswall Life – Uncontrollable Events’ and read the rest.

www.findingthemissingpeace.blogspot.co.uk

www.seekthetruth.org.uk

43HESWALL MAGAZINE • FEBRUARY 2017



We are well into 2017 and I sincerely hope that it 
will be happy and prosperous for everyone.

I received the usual, and the now expected, gift 
at Christmas; the delivery of influenza, and was 
confined to my four-poster bed/creative office at 
Cato Towers, but consoled myself that it must be 
a blessing as I probably needed the rest – I  
decided I must take a holiday this year as 30 
years without a break from work may be just a  
little too long! Palm-fringed, sun-drenched  
lagoons may just be the cure for workaholism! 

It took a few days to get up to speed after the 
New	Year,	but	the	phone	is	now	ringing	every	
few minutes with enquiries and the diaries of our 
valuers in Cheshire, Wirral and Liverpool are really 
becoming quite busy.

As many of our readers will know, we opened an 
advisory office and small gallery at 48 The Mount 
in Heswall at the end of September. I am there 
every Friday morning and other times by  
appointment to see Wirral and Cheshire clients. 
The premises are on the right-hand side just  
before you get to the barbers and before you 
reach the Dee View Inn. Parking is usually available 
and the telephone number is 0151 342 2321.    

I have to report that I am pleasantly surprised 
how busy I am there so it is always better to 
make and appointment to avoid a wait when you 
arrive. I can attend there in the early evenings for 
people who are working full time.

People often ask me if the internet and the TV 
has ‘killed off’ our business, whatever that means. 
We have grown up with the internet and embrace 
it, though it may well adversely affect some 
newer auctioneers who have to compete with the 
internet sales sites for business at the lower end 
of the market in, for example, collectibles.

Cato Crane, I have to say, has concentrated for 
over 30 years in giving a complete service to the 
middle and upper realms of the auction  
business – for executors of estates where  
comprehensive auction knowledge of items from 
a rubber-rollered-wringer to a Rolls Royce  
motorcar is required. Good silver, jewellery and 
fine pictures are probably the area of our  
expertise we most enjoy, but we can cover most 
other areas or know people we can recommend 
with confidence. An example of this is postage 
stamps when we recommend trustworthy firms  
of	auctioneers	in	Derby	or	London.	You	do	not	 
acquire this experience in five minutes or five 
years! Most of the larger estates we deal with 
throughout the North West and even further afield 
can be complex, and often require great tact in 
satisfying the requirements of families when  

sensitivities are heightened. It is sometimes the 
case that members of families or neighbours 
have been promised that they would be  
mentioned in wills or expect to inherit the finest 
picture or the antique family silver only to  
discover that this is not the case. We are in 
the middle of all this; on some occasions an 
amicable arrangement within the family can be 
found, though other times maybe not if two or 
three people will want to acquire the same item – 
invariably the most valuable item in the property. 
Often if an agreement cannot be made then a 
bidding battle follows in the auction rooms, but 
we always try to avoid this course of action!  
‘Jaw-jaw’ not ‘war-war’ is a lot less costly!

We once had three high-quality copies of a 
painting made for three siblings and then sold 
the original, the proceeds of which they shared. 
Costly, yes, but everyone was happy and they 
are still talking to each other! The frames on the 
copies were better than the original so that was a 
double bonus!

Pictures, especially oil paintings, over many 
years will suffer damage; the original varnish 
can become discoloured and cracked and the 
canvas can ripple with heat or cold or damp and 
sometimes pictures fall off the wall to become 
damaged and are then consigned to the garage 
or attic for many years where they deteriorate 
even further.

Many pictures you see for sale in galleries or 
museums have had a little or some extensive  
restoration work carried out on them. It is a 
skilled art and can be quite costly, but in many 
cases it is well worth the time and effort. I have 
illustrated a picture by a Liverpool artist who 
exhibited around the 1880s whose name only 
came to light following the cleaning and  
revarnishing	process.	You	will	see	the	difference 
that restoration makes.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
William Wardlaw Laing had studios in Dale 
Street in Liverpool with his sister Georgina Laing 
who was also an artist and painted in a similar 
style. His work rarely comes onto the market, but 
it is of a very precise and more than acceptable 
quality and all his pictures have that ‘must own’ 
appeal which is absolutely essential to give you 
pleasure for years to come.

I made a house call in Liverpool about three 
weeks ago and discovered what may well be a 
fairly important pencil sketch. It is a portrait of 
oval form depicting the consultant surgeon  
Richard Forshaw and dated 1847. Half the label  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
on the reverse has become detached and the 
name of the artist was missing so we don’t know 
the hand by which it came into being but Richard 
Forshaw was married in 1803 at St Nicholas’ 
Church in Liverpool to Jane Murphy. They had a 
daughter, Georgina, in 1812 and lived firstly in 
Slater Street off Bold Street and then in Colquitt  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Street, which of course was then, as it is  
becoming again, a fashionable address. Richard 
Forshaw was Consultant Surgeon to the Liverpool 
Infirmary, Surgeon to the House of Correction, 
the city prison, where he was paid £63 a year for 
his services and also to Liverpool’s unfortunate 
poor who found themselves obliged to stay in 
Liverpool’s House of Industry, otherwise known 
as the Work House. This may well be the only 
likeness of Richard Forshaw, but only further 
research will clarify this. Please contact me if you 
want to do the research, as it is generally quite 
time-consuming.

I have included an image of many pieces of 
silver which is being catalogued for our next  
auction and this is typical of the work in which  
we become involved. This particular family (not in 
Wirral) have been clients of Cato Crane for many 
years and have now reluctantly decided to release 
their extensive and carefully assembled collection 
from the 1960s and 70s for sale as they feel the  

by John Bathurst Crane

All Things Auctioneering

Heswall office

Richard Forshaw pencil sketch

The seamstress by WW Lang before restoration

The seamstress after restoration and repair
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time is right. There are probably 1,500 objects in 
the collection and during the year, each piece will 
be examined, packed and removed to our auction 
rooms for photographing and cataloguing for sale 
at the right time. This process will take several 
months, but must be completed before they 
move house in the autumn. Meticulous listing 
and cross-referencing has already started in their 
large property and we are expecting very keen 
bidding on the very fine antique pieces of rare 
jewellery, which are exquisite. Not unnaturally all 
our dealings and work in matters such as these 
are highly confidential. Some clients enjoy publicity, 
but most of our ‘blue chip’ clients as we call them 
lead very quiet lives and totally shun the limelight 
so we always guarantee total anonymity.

Furniture prices are improving slowly, but prices 
of very fine pieces have never really dropped. I 
have illustrated a desk which made about £7,000 
some ten or more years ago – I would expect that 
although following a small drop in price maybe 
over the last few years, to achieve that figure or 
substantially more if it came onto the market 
again now. It is of very high quality and was made 
by the great cabinetmaker Sormani of Paris and 
still bears the maker’s stamp.

 

 
 
 

I said before that the internet is a partner in our 
business. All our auctions attract live bidders 
worldwide and last month a humble but rare 
pot lid made over £400 as two internet bidders 
desired it for their collections.       

A Wirral home visit in Birkenhead recently 
unearthed a fine Tunbridge ware desk writing 
stand which I am expecting to bring just under 
the £1,000 mark. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, a client brought into our Heswall Office on 
The Mount a box of his late uncle’s smoking 
pipes. The four clay pipes were probably made 
in Broseley in Shropshire. Edwin Bathurst was 
the great pipe manufacture there until the 
1840s. Southern was another well-known 
manufacturer. I understand that there is now a 
pipe museum there which might be worth a visit. 
Question: How many clay pipes were there in the 
kiln at one firing?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 So very finally once again I have to stress that 
it is quality that brings the best results in the long 
term and careful buying now could well result in a 
profit in 30 or 40 years time or the next generation.

Come to 48 The Mount in Heswall for a chat 
about your collections or visit us in Liverpool  
or listen to our live bidding 800-lot two-day  
auctions on the internet.

Details are on our website www.catocrane.co.uk  
or telephone me on 0151 342 2321 or my  
personal assistant, Anna, in Liverpool on  
0151 709 5559 who will be only too pleased to 
assist and advise.

Very, very finally, if you have collections of ivory 
now is the time to consider selling as we hear  
rumours within the auction fraternity of an outright 
ban of all sales in the not-too-distant future!      

Desk – Somani of Paris

Tunbridge ware writing stand

Rare pot lid

Broseley pipes?
Silver for auction
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Our Heswall Lifestyle column is brought 
to you by local Personal Trainer and  
Fitness Queen founder, Hayley Lundy. 
Our column aims to educate, motivate 
and inspire our readers to keep active 
and lead a healthy lifestyle.

I	love	this	time	of	year!	It’s	great	when	any	New	Year	plans	are	
well underway and you get some time to sit back, focus on 
yourself and your goals and plan some ‘me time’ in which to take 
action. People often feel guilty about taking time to work on their 
own goals and ambitions, especially if they have a young family, 
demanding job or other time-consuming activities. 

The thing is that when you do take the time to focus on yourself, 
the people around you will benefit too. For example, doing a cou-
ple of workouts a week and eating healthier will help you  
feel	better.	You	will	have	more	energy,	sleep	better,	feel	happier	
and maybe feel better about the way you look. If you’re feeling 
better in yourself, then the people you spend time with will be 
around someone who is making a positive contribution to their 
own well-being. 

Starting a health and fitness journey is not about looking perfect 
in the mirror, but waking up feeling energised and ready to enjoy 
the day ahead! Having energy and feeling good just makes life 
better, and that’s what we want to do right? Make the most of life? 

Ok, so what’s the secret to keeping you on track long term? 
Let’s be honest, a good holiday, night out or time to overindulge 
is good for the soul. I’m sure most of us felt overindulged and 
ready for a full body clear out when we hit this new phase of the 
year, but what’s the secret to helping that health and fitness  
journey last throughout the year? Personally, I find people go 
wrong by not having an exit plan when they hit their desired goal. 

What I mean by that is, I see many people come along all 
focused and committed to reach a goal for a particular holiday 
or event then, after their hard work to get there, they just stop. 
This is crazy. Let’s say you work mega hard to loose two dress 
sizes for a wedding and then of course take some time off, but 
after that you should have a plan to continue on the journey! This 
is the easy bit. Enjoy weekend treats and keep your toe dipped 
into some kind of fitness to just stay on top of those results you 
worked so hard for. A lot of people let themselves get out of 
good habits because they took a break. So next time you hit your 
goals, have a maintenance plan to stop you going all the way 
back to square one.  

If you’re struggling to feel your best, or need help with weight 
loss or low energy, find out how we can help you!

I’ll be adding mini home workouts to my Instagram so follow me 
to if you would like some ideas, plus you can subscribe to my 
mailing list at www.thefitnessqueen.co.uk for all my latest info 
and offers.

We offer one-to-one personal training, small group training and 
nutrition	consultations.	You	can	see	us	as	little	or	often	as	you	
like (depending on availability), with a complementary in-between 
workout plan to help maximise results. Contact us for further info. 

W: www.thefitnessqueen.co.uk
E: hayley@thefitnessqueen.co.uk 
F: fitness queen • T: @fitnessqueenuk
I: hayley_lundy • Mob: 07735470326

I have written of the leading role in the affairs of the Centre taken by 
the leading lights of the Thingwall Players. There is no doubt that some 
of them helped form the nucleus of the group of people who were the 
driving force behind the progress of the Centre for the two decades that 
followed the completion of the first part of the building until the mid 
’70s. Then, however, for one reason or another, those personalities fell 
away; it is only in looking back that one realises how important they had 
been to the well-being of the Centre. 

Pat Poole, was their energetic, charismatic and very capable producer. 
Her husband, Ron Poole, supported Pat so admirably and also found 
time and energy to chair the Management Council for longer and more 
ably than most. Both Pat and Ron had that certain something that  
binds around them so many able and willing helpers. Their periods of ill 
health and gradual withdrawal from activity saw a gradual decline in the 
general well-being of the Dramatic Section, until in the late ’70s it  
was wound up. This demonstrates a fact that is clear to me – an  
organisation like ours must continually seek and encourage the  
activists that rise from time to time. They may turn up in any section 
and, a warning here, they are most likely to be strong characters and 
we should all accept and welcome that.

So here we were in 1980, with membership reduced to approximately 
190 and the Clinic closing down which signalled more lost revenue.  
The flat roof of the Clinic needed renewing and the building department 
of the local authority insisting upon major structional repairs because  
of the unequal settlement resulting from the time gap between the  
building of the Main Hall and newest front section. Not for the first time 
in the Centre’s history, the possibility of a bar was being discussed, but 
there seemed to be little enthusiasm for this among members of the 
Management Council.

I recall, as the year crept near to the AGM and these matters were 
being discussed, that I had said: “I don’t know about the rest of you”, 
following on to say in effect that I for one was not prepared to spend 
time every month presiding over the ‘letting out’ of the premises, to 
this, that or the other outside enterprise, or to decide whose account 
we can pay this month, and who will have to wait, and to agonise over 
which urgent task we should try to carry out. I was more interested in a 
committee which showed deep concern over its inability to attract new 
members and which opened its eyes to the reality of its status within 
the Community. Were they not aware that most of the folk around us 
considered us to be self-centred, exclusive, and unwelcoming? “Oh! but 
we are not!”, was the rejoinder. “I know we are not, but that is how we 
are seen, and we must try to analyse why that is so; we are the ones 
responsible for the well-being of our movement, not the people outside 
it.” I expressed the conviction that we must act decisively, and soon, 
or we would find ourselves having to report to the membership that we 
could not carry on, and recommend that they authorise us to instruct 
the Trustees to that effect.

That was the meeting that marked the turning point; a full and  
constructive discussion followed, which culminated in a proposal by  
the Chairman, Ivor Rutherford, seconded by Frank Nicholson, that:  
“In view of rising costs, consideration be given to the installation of bar 
facilities.” This proposition was to be placed before the members at the 
AGM on 10th November 1980.

What was the relevance of a bar to the problems that were facing the 
Centre? The possibility of having a bar came up in the earliest days, 
back in 1948, but consider society in those days.

Very few women went into licensed premises then, and indeed bars 
did not play so prominent a role in the social lives of men and women. 
The vast majority of members opposed the idea of a bar, and I was one 
of them. 

The Centre had grown and prospered without a bar for many years, 
but society changes. I don’t need to spell out the difference today. 
Don’t forget, we are discussing a community centre, and at that time, 
1980, the Basset Hound was more representative of the community 
than the Centre was. But we would have so much more to offer, all the 
sectional activities, and a much richer social life. We were not seeking 
to establish a ‘drinking den’, but to enable ourselves to achieve the 
aims, which are our objective, as stated in our constitution.

Part six of A History of Thingwall 
Recreation Centre – a personal 

memoir by the late Frank Nicholson
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CARS BOUGHT
• Local Wirral Service
• FREE valuation (no obligation)

• FREE collection
• Established 25 years

9 Mill Hill Road, Irby, Wirral CH61 4UB

TELEPHONE: 0151 648 5488
www.irbymotor.co.uk

Does your car need an MOT?

FREE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY

There are car dealers, and then, there 
are car dealers! Established for over 

two decades, Irby Motors are car 
dealers on the Wirral you can trust.




