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Welcome to the October 2016 edition of Heswall Magazine – 
a bi-monthly publication dedicated to Heswall and district.

The magazine is circulated free to homes in Heswall,  
Gayton, Pensby, Thingwall, Barnston, Brimstage, Irby, 
Thurstaston, Caldy and Thornton Hough. Additional copies 
are also available free of charge from Tesco, Heswall library 
and selected retailers, bars and other outlets. That’s a  
guaranteed circulation of 16,000 homes and businesses.

We welcome your views
Please let us know what you would like to see featured. If 
you enjoy reading Heswall Magazine please let your family 
and friends know: if not, let us know.

Heswall Magazine welcomes contributions relevant to the 
local community from readers and we invite you to send 
your stories and photographs to us:* 
editor@heswallmagazine.co.uk  
or by post to: Jon Bion, Editor, Heswall Magazine, 
Whitfield Buildings, 188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall,  
Wirral CH60 7RJ. Telephone: 07796 945745

For all other enquiries, including advertising, 
info@heswallmagazine.co.uk or telephone 
Mike on 07584 064288 or Jon on 07796 945745.

WIN 
A family ticket for 

See page 18



Flyover honours RAF veteran

John Tait was five years of age when he moved to Irby with his  
family. He still lives there today, and celebrated his 93rd birthday  
in April of this year. John lives with Beryl, his wife of 60 years, 
who he met at a dance during the heyday of the war. When the 
call came for young people to register for the war effort, John, at 
18, volunteered for the RAF and was based in Skellingthorpe in 
Lincolnshire, joining 50 Squadron. He qualified as a warrant officer 
with specific responsibilities as a wireless operator mid-air gunner 
(WOPAG) and spent two years preparing to be part of a crew for the 
Bomber Command invasion of Germany.  

In all, John completed his required 33 missions, plus an extra 
‘odd bod mission’ for 35 Squadron, which was always a risk to life 
beyond your duty. John remained in the RAF after the war effort  
and completed a tour of ops in America with a flying team of  
12 Lancaster bombers. After the war, John, like many service  
personnel, came home to start a family and get a job. John spent 
most of his life in the building industry as a building surveyor, and 
then opened several health shops when he retired early in his 50s. 
John was passionate about sport – he was a prolific goal scorer  
for Heswall FC and North Newton in the West Cheshire leagues, 
regularly scoring in excess of 30–40 goals per season. He was  
honoured with the position of President of the Irby Club, where he 
used to enjoy a pint after returning from duty during his war days. 
John has now been a member of the club for 75 years.

Earlier this year, John attended the 100th anniversary of 50 
Squadron at Skellingthorpe, meeting up with other surviving veterans 
from Bomber Command. He also attended the Battle of Britain 
memorial flight as a VIP and was entertained by Andy Millikin who 
is the commanding officer for the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight 
(BBMF). After some research and investigation into John’s flying 
logs and the names of his crew, it became evident that Andy’s 
grandfather, Dougy Millikin, was the skipper of 50 Squadron. John 
and family were entertained by the BBMF with a tour of the only 
flying Lancaster in the country, which is also one of two in the world 
– the other one is in Canada. After a lengthy meeting with John, 
Andy promised John that one day he would arrange a fly-past of the 
Lancaster bomber over his house as a mark of respect.

On Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th September, the Lancaster 
was flown over John’s house as it made its way to the Southport  
Air Show. John was also invited by Mark, the pilot, to go to Liverpool 
to once again climb aboard the Lancaster, and take up his position 
at the wireless operator controls. Sadly for John he could not be  
airborne as the insurance does not permit anyone other than crew 
to fly in the plane. The photograph shows the Lancaster bomber 
flying over John’s house and tipping its wings as a mark of respect 
to him for his services to the RAF. John often plays down his war 
efforts as he says “its history”, but he truly enjoyed the spectacular 
view of the world-famous Lancaster coming over the trees.  

A really big thank you to Andy Millikin and staff for keeping their 
promise and also keeping alive the memory of those incredibly 
brave airmen who risked their young lives for the sake of others.
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For those of you regularly out and about in Heswall you may have noticed  
that No. 7 The Mount (formerly Baby Business) is under renovation.

The exciting part of renovation is not just how it will look and perform 
in its next transformation, but also finding out what the building has 
been in the past. We have been discovering  some lovely old wallpapers 
going back to the 1940s as we strip the surfaces, clear plus some  
unusual finds from its previous occupiers.

Added to this is a huge bundle of deeds and leases from the sale that 
has produced more questions than answers.

So if anyone can help us fill in the gaps that we have so far, it would be 
great to complete the building’s history as we prepare its for the future.

•	Plot	of	land	at	No.	7	The	Mount	inherited	in	1891	by	the	Male	family.

•	Building	erected	sometime	around	1900.

•	Sold	around	1962	to	the	Seddon	family	and	‘Baby	Need	of	Heswall’	 
 was on the first floor from 1965.

•	We	know	at	some	point	it	has	been	a	music	shop	and	sold	organs	 
 on the first floor (see photo of steel frame that used to lift them up  
 and down to the first floor).

Who knows more? Can you remember buying baby products in the 
1960s or did you have music lessons. Please send any information you 
have to suzanne@kettledesign.co.uk or drop in to our current address 
at 147 Telegraph Road and we then hope to have a complete picture 
for when we open at the end of this year.

Tile found which had been the hearth to the fireplace in the front room to the first floor The building as it is today with inset – how the completed project will look

Kettle Design – unearthing a little history
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To find the answer to this question, and the benefits it offers to home owners, contact Parkgate 
on 0151 348 4111 or email: post@parkgatefs.co.uk or visit our website www.parkgatefs.co.uk

Oaktree Court Business Centre, Mill Lane, Ness, Neston CH64 8TP

There are conditions that homeowners need to meet before taking out any 
Retirement Lending plan:
•	 For	a	lifetime	mortgage	you	(and	your	partner)	need	to	be	at	least	 
 55 years old.
•	 For	a	Home	Reversion	Scheme	you	(and	your	partner)	need	to	be	at	 
 least 65 years old.
•	 You	must	own	property	in	the	UK.
•	 The	property	must	be	your	main	residence.
•	 If	you	have	dependants	living	with	you,	it	is	important	to	speak	to	an	 
 adviser for more information as lending into retirement may not be suitable.
The money released must immediately be used to pay off any existing 
mortgage	or	loan	secured.	You	are	then	free	to	use	whatever	money	is	left	
over for your other financial needs.
Your	property	must	be	in	a	reasonable	condition	and	over	a	certain	value.	
There may also be restrictions on the type of property accepted.
There may be penalties for the early repayment of the mortgage, except 
when this occurs due to admission to a nursing or residential home, or in 
the event of your death.
Mortgage products from the whole of the market are available and at Parkgate 
we have financial experts qualified to offer advice and guidance. We will  
discuss options and recommend the appropriate plan for your needs with full 
explanations in order to assist decision making. Parkgate are also members 
of the Equity Release Council, and as such, agree to uphold the continued 
development and application of high standards to the Retirement Lending 
market. With this in mind we have also negotiated competitive legal costs 
with Kirwans Solicitors, specialists in the Retirement Lending market.
Your	home	may	be	repossessed	if	you	do	not	keep	up	repayments	on	your	
mortgage. Early repayment charges may apply during the fixed rate period. 
Parkgate FS are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. 
To understand the features and risks of lifetime mortgages and home  
reversion scheme ask for a personalised illustration. There will be a fee for 
the advice The precise amount will depend upon your circumstances.
Parkgate FS have a qualified team of expert Lending into Retirement 
advisers waiting for your call.
Contact us on 0151 348 4111 or post@parkgatefs.co.uk for the best 
possible advice.

Oaktree Court Business Centre, Mill Lane, Ness, Neston CH64 8TP

A Guide to Lending into Retirement
As a homeowner, you may have seen the value of your property increase 
over the years. Retirement Lending is the process that allows you to release 
equity from your home in order to generate a cash lump sum, income, or both.
You could assist your children/grandchildren, improve your lifestyle, 
pay off a mortgage, consolidate debt, generate more income, or 
even move house!
There are two main types of plans available: Lifetime Mortgage and  
Home Reversion.

Lifetime Mortgage Plan
With a Lifetime Mortgage Plan, you take out a loan based on the value of 
your	home.	You	keep	full	ownership	of	your	property.	The	loan,	together	
with any interest, is repaid when your home is sold. This is usually when 
you need to move into long-term residential care, or after your death.
Reputable schemes offer the ‘no negative equity guarantee’ which means 
that the repayment will never exceed the value of your property.
Alternatively, interest-only lifetime mortgages are also available. With this plan, 
you repay the interest on the loan which means that the original mortgage 
balance will remain exactly the same for the lifetime of the mortgage.
Some providers will offer a ‘drawdown’ facility. This allows you to take 
smaller amounts as you need to, rather than a lump sum at the start.

Home Reversion Plan
There is an alternative scheme, which is a ‘Home Reversion Plan’. This  
requires you to lose the ownership of your home or a percentage of it. 
These plans are not as preferential as the Lifetime Mortgage Plans.

USE YOUR HOME TO YOUR ADVANTAGE

Retirement Specialist 
Advisers
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Andrew’s ESTATES are a Cheshire and Wirral based local independent 
Estate Agents specialising in Residential Sales and Lettings.  
Andrew’s ESTATES offer an unbeatable field of knowledge  
surrounding the local property market making them your local 
property experts. This combined with their experienced, friendly, 
and qualified staff, all of which are local to their particular branch, 
ensures AWARD-WINNING service to all clients. 

Taking the property world by storm, Andrew’s ESTATES first opened 
up for business in just 2010 and in that time has thrived and grown 
into a seven branch network (soon to be eight branches), which 
Andrew himself has strategically handpicked to cover all angles of 
the Wirral and Cheshire these include: Heswall, Neston, Bebington, 
Little Sutton, Moreton, Prenton and Wallasey, with Hawarden on the 
way. Andrew’s Estates is both the largest Independent Sales Agency 
and largest Letting Agency operating on the Wirral, priding itself on 
its EXPERT local knowledge. Andrew’s ESTATES’ is the fastest growing 
Estate Agents on the Wirral with its NEWEST branch being recently 
opened in August, located in a state of the art, modern office in 
the heart of Heswall on 20 Pensby Road. In just this short space of 
time the Heswall branch have secured offers on a large number of 
their properties listed, resulting in tremendously happy clients. 

Andrew’s ESTATES Heswall is ran on a daily basis by its Directors 
Ben Adams and Daniel Hewitt who are both Heswall residents 
themselves, and both have a true passion for the local property 
market, meaning you can be assured of the highest possible level of 
service when listing your home. Having worked with fellow Director 
and Company Owner Andrew Smith for years, both Ben and Daniel 
decided that now was the time to bring the award-winning Andrew’s 
ESTATES service to their home town! Also working alongside Ben 
and Daniel are Sales and Letting’s Negotiators John and Jessica 
who are professionally trained and equipped with the knowledge 
and passion to assist with Selling, Buying, Letting, Renting and the 
Management of property. 

Open 7 days a week, Andrew’s ESTATES in Heswall is an extremely 
proactive agency, offering a very personal service to all of its clients 
as well as marketing properties in the right way to ensure optimum 
sales potential. Andrew’s ESTATES would like the opportunity to 
showcase	their	OUTSTANDING	ability	to	sell	your	property	with	an	
exciting, opening offer of a 0.5% selling fee and an added bonus of 
a FREE EPC, if required, for their first 25 instructions! This offer will 
also be extended into October for anyone who produces this article 
upon the valuation of their home. In addition to this, with it being 
the largest Letting Agent on the Wirral, Andrew’s offers landlords a 
full property management service for a fee as low as 8%!

Call 0151 342 8200 or pop into the Heswall branch today 
and meet your LOCAL team.

Andrew’s Estates now 
open in Heswall

TONY’S
BARBER

SHOP
EST. 1970

242A Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 7SG

OPEN TUESDAY – SATURDAY

Tony’s Barbers shop supports 
the charity Checkemlads. 

Modern and Traditional Gents Barbers

ALL WELCOME
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When you are going through a divorce, 
there are many questions that need 
answers – and for those who have had 
a lengthy career, a common question  
is ‘Will my spouse get half of my  
pension?’.	Unfortunately,	however,	
there is not a common answer.   

There are many details that have to be 
explored before a financial settlement 
can be negotiated. A pension is just 
one of a number of assets that has to 
be disclosed and we will evaluate your 
financial position to determine if this 
pension should be shared and if so,  
by how much. 

Rebecca Cliff, Solicitor in Lees Family 
Department, comments: “A financial 
settlement is always a great concern 
for spouses who are going through 
a divorce. In order for our team to 
provide you with a detailed overview 
of potential settlements, full financial 
disclosure is required. This is where 
we ask both you and your spouse 
(through their solicitors if applicable) to 
gather all your financial documentation 
for consideration. We can then  
negotiate a fair and reasonable  
settlement for you. 

“Pensions are included within a  
settlement; however, every case is  
different and our teams do not treat 
you as ‘just another client’. Each 
individual case would be carefully 
assessed and advised upon your own 
personal circumstances and what  
you are seeking to gain from your 
potential settlement.

“We offer a free 30-minute telephone 
consultation or a face-to-face 
45-minute meeting for a fee of £99.00. 
Within these meetings, we aim to  
provide you with the reassurance  
that you may require and answer any 
questions that you have.”

Will my spouse get half of my pension?
At Lees Solicitors, we understand 
that the breakdown of a relationship 
is upsetting and can be one of the 
most difficult times in your life.  
We will provide you with expert,  
professional and sensitive legal  
advice, helping you deal with 
divorce, financial matters, and any 
questions you may have as a parent. 

•	Fixed fee options available

•	Out	of	hours	appointments	from	 
 5-7pm on Monday, Wednesday  
 and Thursday.

•	Heswall	office	open	on	a	Saturday	 
 (book for an appointment)

•	Three	local	offices	to	choose	from:	

 West Kirby 0151 625 9364, 

 Heswall 0151 342 6273, 

 Birkenhead 0151 647 9381

•	Collaborative	Lawyers

If you are in need of family law 
advice, contact our team to 
book an appointment or to chat 
through your options. Call us free 
from either a mobile or landline 
on 0800 387 927.

Rebecca Cliff



Hello Everybody, I’m Ian Waring (RHAD, MSHAA, BScHons), owner and 
director of Hearing Expert,and I’m delighted to be back in the Heswall 
Magazine. After the great work Mike and Jon did for us in the last  
edition, I’m pleased to report we’ve had a fantastic summer, with a  
lot of our patients saying they found out about us from the magazine. 
Being a Hearing Audiologist brings me into contact with the widest 
range of individuals as hearing loss and excessive wax knows no social 
boundaries. Every day I meet people suffering with problems associated 
with hearing loss. Whether permanent – requiring hearing aids and 
rehabilitation, or temporary –  just a simple wax removal.  

People often ask how I ended up becoming a Hearing Audiologist 
and after they see down into their own ear, using a video otoscope, 
they wonder why I enjoy my job as much as I do –  I guess it’s just the 
hugely rewarding feeling that comes from helping people.  

Most problems I see are wax related. After a chat where I learn from 
the patient what their problems appear to be, we get down to the  
business of resolving the issues that are affecting their hearing.  If it’s 
wax then it’s dealt with using one of three methods. The offending wax 
is removed using disposable tools (picked out of the ear), syringed 
(washed out of the ear using warm water) or cleared through  
microsuction (where a tiny vacuum pump sucks the wax out of the ear).  
I am a fully qualified, HCPC registered Hearing Audiologist and have 
been for over 20 years. I’ve trained privately and with the NHS and 
regularly undertake further training to improve the service that I offer.  
This continuous professional development qualifies me to perform all  
of these techniques. After discussing the options, the most suitable 
technique is used. I’m regularly rewarded with “that’s the best £60 I’ve 
ever spent”. It really does bring me satisfaction and there’s nothing  
better than a satisfied patient. What makes me happiest is helping 
people hear again after, what can be, many years of feeling isolated 
and embarrassed due to their hearing failing. It’s not just the obvious 
problem of not being able to hear what people are saying, it’s the  
loneliness and frustration that this can bring to people’s lives. Helping 
with these kind of problems using cutting-edge hearing instruments 
is where I really feel I’m helping and improving not only their lives but 
those of their family and friends as well.  Most of us know someone 
who has suffered or is suffering with hearing loss, so give me a ring and 
let’s get it sorted out. Remember HEAR BETTER, LIVE BETTER.
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Professional Christmas decorating service
The Christmas Decorators specialise in the design and installation of interior and exterior festive lighting  

and Christmas decorations for businesses and residential properties. We also create perfect  
winter wonderland weddings, events and fabulous themed Christmas parties. 

We offer a professional service from design and installation through to maintenance, takedown and storage,  
removing the headache of Christmas decorating from you so you can enjoy the Christmas season. 

Over the years our client list has grown to include some of the UK’s top hotel brands, restaurants,  
prestigious venues, retail venues as well as some of the most stunning residences in the country. 

Buy or Rent – For those who like the finer things in life.

 

Call 01244 646006 • e-mail: geoff@thechristmasdecorators.com

www.thechristmasdecorators.com
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Wines for All Occasions
There are lots of wines out there in the big wide world. But sometimes 
we just want a wine for a specific moment in time. Something that will 
fit the bill. It could be a wine to celebrate a promotion at work or a wine 
for an intimate dinner with a loved one. Whatever you’re up to, this 
month I’ll take you through six wines which I believe are perfect for  
six occasions.

Perfect Celebration Wine 
Really there’s only one wine to open for a celebration and that is  
Champagne.	Yes,	you	can	open	a	bottle	of	anything	fizzy,	be	it	 
Prosecco, Cava, or another sparkling wine, but ultimately there is  
nothing better than Champagne if you want to celebrate something. 
And my Champagne of choice? It’s one that was the hands down  
winner at the recent Champagne tasting we held in Heswall. 
My choice: Deutz Brut Classic NV £36.95

Perfect Sunday Roast Wine
Okay, so there are a number of different types of Sunday roasts – pork, 
chicken, lamb or vegetarian, but I want to choose the perfect wine for 
the quintessential Sunday roast – beef. So this had to be red, anywhere 
between medium and full bodied with good tannic structure. I could wax 
lyrical about rich and ripe Aussie Shiraz, big and bold Californian  
Zinfandel or a full-on Chianti, but when it comes to roast beef in my 
view there is nothing better than a good red Bordeaux. It both lifts and 
itself is lifted by the beef. 
My choice: Château La Croix de Grezard Lussac St Emilion  £15.95

Perfect Aperitif Wine
We can have many styles of wine as an aperitif. From fizz through whites 
and rosés to light chilled reds. However, for me an aperitif wine has to 
be white, light and very refreshing. Because of this I would always go  
for a Riesling. But would it be from somewhere like Australia where 
Rieslings are crisp and dry and a minimum of 13% alcohol? On the  
odd occasion yes, but my perfect aperitif Riesling is from Germany. In 
general the alcohol levels are lower, so it’s less of an assault on the 
palate so early in the evening.
My choice: Joseph Leitz Eins Zwei Dry £13.95

Perfect Friday Night In with the Girls Wine 
Now I’m not suggesting that you buy six bottles between three of you 
and crack every one open, but if you are looking for a good all rounder 
to take you through the evening without it getting silly then you could 
do a lot worse than a New Zealand Sauvignon Blanc. It’s dry enough to 
start off with, but has enough fruit and structure to work with all sorts  
of nibbles of choice. A great ‘start to finish’ wine. 
My choice: Riverby Estate Sauvignon Blanc  £14.95

Perfect Wine for Romance
What I mean here is not what type of wine to give as a gift (always 
Champagne), but what is the perfect wine to share with your loved one? 
Whether you cook a special dinner at home or book a table at a swanky 
restaurant, there is for me only one winner that will show your partner 
how much you love them and that is Amarone. It’s rich and luxurious, 
silky and sumptuous. It is a wine for lovers and hot romance. 
My choice: Torre del Falasco Amarone  £27.95

Perfect Wine to Take as a Gift to a Dinner Party
So	you’ve	been	invited	to	a	dinner	party.	You	have	been	told	to	‘just	
bring yourselves’, but it’s rude to turn up with nothing and you couldn’t 
find anything suitable in the department store. So you decide to take 
a bottle of wine. But what do you choose? Firstly, you should assume 
that the hosts will have chosen wine for the evening. Secondly, if you 
know the hosts well enough, choose something you know they’ll like. 
However, this isn’t always possible, so you need a back-up wine, an 
inoffensive wine, a well-respected wine. For this occasion you need to 
go for a Rioja. Everyone loves Rioja and as such is a good ‘go to wine’ if 
you’re uncertain. My choice?
My choice: Beronia Rioja Reserva £14.95

So	there	you	have	it.	Wines	for	all	occasions.	Until	next	time,	drink	with	
us and drink well!
Graham

W  NE COLUMN
By Graham Simpson, Whitmore & White

14 HESWALL MAGAZINE • OCTOBER 2016

Fosters Lawyers was formed by Mark Foster in 2005 with the sole 
purpose of offering justice to people who have suffered injuries 
through an accident that was no fault of their own.

Based in Pensby Road, Heswall, we specialise in personal injury 
claims, and work on a strict no win no fee policy, so you won’t pay us 
anything if your case is unsuccessful.

At Fosters Lawyers we have over 20 years’ experience in winning 
compensation	for	innocent	victims.	You	can	be	assured	that	you	will	
not find better lawyers to help with your case – whatever the injury, 
however complex the claim. We have won millions of pounds in 
compensation and we deal with claims that range widely in both size 
and complexity. 

If you have suffered injury as a result of an accident that was not 
your fault, it is likely that you will have the right to pursue a claim. An 
injury can be physical or psychological. If you have been injured in 
the last three years and it was caused, at least in part, by someone 
else, you may be entitled to make a claim.

Whether it is an accident at work, road traffic accident, slip, trip 
or fall, medical or dental negligence or fallen ill abroad we are the 
lawyers for you.

Our philosophy can be described by the term ‘Pursuit of Excellence’. 
This philosophy forms the basis of how we deliver our services and 
drives the performance of our team towards providing superior quality 
of service and client care.

Let Fosters Lawyers support you through the claims process and 
your rehabilitation, while ensuring you obtain the treatment you need 
and claim the compensation that you deserve.

We provide the very best in client care, so please call us now 
on 0151 342 9828 or 0800 779 70 70 for a free consultation 
with one of our personal injury claim experts – or email us at 
info@fosterslawyers.co.uk
Like us on Facebook:  www.facebook.com/fosterslawyers
Follow us on Twitter: @fosterslawyers

Fosters Lawyers

Fosters Lawyers, 21B Pensby Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 7RA

0151 342 9828
www.fosterslawyers.com

Fosters Lawyers was formed by Mark Foster in 2005 with the 
sole purpose of offering justice to people who have suffered 
injuries through an accident that was no fault of their own.

Based in Heswall, we specialise in personal injury claims,  
and work on a strict no win no fee policy, so you won’t  

pay us anything if your case is unsuccessful.

       Experts in personal injury

       Local, friendly support

       Very high rate of success

       Over 20 years experience

       Expert claims team

       No win no fee policy

Mark Foster, Partner

“Our aim is to be the  
premier provider of personal 
injury legal services and to 
achieve the best possible 

results for our clients.”
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As many readers will know, for nearly three years I’ve been writing 
about Dale Farm. Well, I plan to continue as there is a lot of interest 
in	the	farm	which	makes	me	want	to	do	much	more.	Unfortunately,	
there comes a time – even though the farm has a long history – 
when most of that history has been told. So my plan for the future 
is to have a ‘Dale Farm – Then and Now’ series of photos of how it 
used to look when it was a dairy farm with animals and owned by 
the McGraths to how it is today as the horticulture day centre for 
adults of Wirral with learning difficulties. 

My first piece for this series is the old holiday chalet, which I 
have written about in my articles. Just to remind anyone who might 
have not read it, The Dale Farm Holiday Chalet was built by George 
McGrath, the farmer who owned Dale Farm in the 1920s. It was 
built to help bring extra income to the farm – in those days, just like 
with a lot of farms and other parts of Wirral, people would come 
and spend a couple of weeks at Dale Farm. 

The top photo shows the ‘holiday let’ in the old middle field in  
the 1960s with a couple of holidaymakers standing next to it. 
The bottom photo shows the new building which stands today in 
the same spot as the old holiday cottage. As you can see, it has 
changed a lot. The holiday let was demolished in August 2007 for 
a new bigger building to help create more room for the day centre. 
The whole area round it has been made to give easier access for 
wheelchair users with better paths. The middle field which  
surrounded it is now part of the West Paddock and Sensory  
Garden, which were all created around 15 to 20 years ago.

My next piece for ‘Then and Now’ will be the old swing which was 
at Dale Farm for the holidaymakers, but is now long gone. I’ll also 
mention the old miniature golf course which was also in the field.

By Mark Kinnish

Dale Farm Holiday Chalet 
Then and Now



The 2016/17 season started on Friday 9th September with a talk 
by Ron Thomas on macro photography.

We are a sociable group of amateur photographers of all ages  
(over 18 years) and abilities. 

We enjoy a varied programme from September to May, featuring 
competitions, in-house and guest speakers.

We meet every Friday at 7.45pm at St Peters Centre, Lower 
Heswall CH60 0DZ. New members and visitors of all abilities are 
very welcome.

For further information check out our website on:  
www.heswallphotosoc.co.uk

In September, the Church of St Peter in Lower Heswall village 
opened its doors to visitors as part of the Nationwide Heritage Open 
Days event. This was also a rare opportunity for people to visit the 
Bell Tower, which is not normally open to the general public, to see 
how the beautiful sound of ringing church bells is made.

The open day was a great success, with a steady stream of visitors 
who were able to explore the beautiful neoclassical church and its 
Grade 2 Listed tower.

In the ringing chamber, visitors gained an insight into the ancient 
art of church bell ringing, watched demonstrations and video footage. 
This was followed by refreshments provided by church volunteers.

Some visitors have already expressed an interest in learning how 
to ring church bells. Practice night is Tuesday evenings 8–9pm. If 
you would like more information about this unique hobby with its 
own curious language, including  ‘sallys’, ‘tail ends’, ‘bobs’ and 
‘singles’, please contact Peter Newton, the Tower Secretary, on  
648 4240 to arrange a trial taster session.

Please note that while it is not a particularly physically demanding 
hobby, you will need to be able to climb a short stone spiral  
staircase to access the bell tower. Children over 12 years are  
welcome with an accompanying adult.

Heswall Photographic Society

St Peter’s Church Tower Open Day
St Peter’s Church

Inside St Peter’s Church

Inside the Bell TowerThornton Hough

206 Pensby Road, Heswall, Wirral CH60 7RJ
Tel: 0151 342 3084 • www.conceptmortgages.co.uk

Your home may be at risk if  you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage. Concept Mortgages may charge a fee dependent on your circumstances. This fee will typically be £399.
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Feld Entertainment, Inc., the worldwide 
leader in producing live touring family 
entertainment, announced that its 34th 
Disney On Ice spectacular will bring the 
Academy Award® winning and number 
one animated feature film of all time, 
Disney’s Frozen, to life.  

Disney On Ice presents Frozen is set 
to mesmerize audiences when the show 
skates into Echo Arena Liverpool from 
30 November – 4 December for 10 
magical shows. Due to demand, an  
additional performance has been added 
on Friday 2 December at 2:30pm. 

The entire Academy Award® winning 
tale will be told live for the first time in 
this brand new production, capturing the 
dynamic between two royal sisters, Anna 
and Elsa. Anna, a girl with an extraordinary 
heart, embarks on an epic journey to 
find her sister, the magical Elsa, who is 
determined to remain secluded as she 
finally feels free to test the limits of her 
powers. Rugged mountain man Kristoff, 
his loyal reindeer Sven, the lovable and 
hilarious snowman Olaf and the mystical 
trolls help Anna along the way in this 
story about love conquering fear.  
Audiences will get to sing along with 
such musical masterpieces as Let it Go, 
Do You Want to Build a Snowman? and 
Fixer Upper.

“In our more than 30 years of producing 
Disney On Ice shows, Feld Entertainment 
has been waiting for a film like this,” 
says producer Nicole Feld. “While it 
might seem obvious that Frozen is well 
suited for the ice, this Disney On Ice 
production will touch audiences  
emotionally through innovative show  
elements and world-class skating.”

Disney On Ice 
presents Frozen 
visits Liverpool

Your chance to win a family ticket 
to Disney on Ice presents Frozen

We have a family ticket (2 adults and 2 children) up for grabs for the opening show 
(30th November) of Disney on Ice presents Frozen at the Liverpool Echo Arena.

For your chance to win the family ticket, answer the following question: 

Who wrote the classic 1844 fairytale The Snow Queen? 

Send your answer by email to:  
editor@heswallmagazine.co.uk 

or by post to: Disney Competition, Heswall Magazine,  
Whitfield Business Hub, 188-200 Pensby Road, Heswall CH60 7RJ.

Closing date 4.11.16 Remember to include your full address and contact number.
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The History of “The Longroft”

On Saturday afternoon of the 10th September 2016, about 200 
people gathered in the grounds of ‘The Longcroft‘, Storeton Lane, 
Barnston, to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Christian  
Fellowship based in this house. A bouncy castle was provided for 
the children and old friends chatted in the sunshine while  
afternoon tea was served from several tents erected on the lawn.  
At six o’clock visitors moved into the meeting room to watch a  
presentation of the history of the house and the church based  
there and listen to speakers. 

Mr AJW Milner, a local landowner, lived in Manor Farm, a stone 
farmhouse on Barnston Road, in the village of Barnston, Wirral. 
He farmed the surrounding fields and was well known in the area, 
working as a local councillor. He met and married a Miss Margaret 
Camenisch, the daughter of Swiss parents in Liverpool; she had 
studied nursing in London and was in Wirral preparing Thingwall Hall 
for use as a hospital, it having been donated for this purpose by the 
Myrtle Street Children’s Hospital in Liverpool.

In early 1921, Mr and Mrs Milner, with their young daughters, 
Joan and Mary, took up residence in a house they had had built on 
a long field adjoining Storeton Lane in Barnston. They called the 
house ‘The Longcroft’, (croft meaning field) and retained as grounds 
several acres of the field, much of which was later sold for building 
houses. There were several people in service at the house, and 
others who came in daily. One local lady, Annie Prance, gave many 
years of faithful service, first to the Milner family and later to the 
church at The Longcroft.

A son, John, was born to them there and they spent many happy 
years in the house. During World War II a succession of wounded 
soldiers came to stay for recuperation. On two occasions the house 
was severely damaged by nearby bomb blasts and many of the 
windows were blown in.

During the 1940s Mary Milner had become a committed Christian. 
She attended ‘cottage meetings’ at the home of Mr Prescott, a 
Christian man living with his family in Pensby. He was a chimney 
sweep and window cleaner and worked at The Longcroft in both 
those capacities. Later Mrs Milner began to attend his meetings 
and she too came to faith. 

Mrs Milner cultivated a very wide circle of Christian friends,  
including medical and missionary people and societies. Many came 
to stay at The Longcroft, such as Gladys Aylward of China, bringing 
an international flavour to the house from early days. It also 
became a place of regular prayer, both for missionaries working 
overseas and for people suffering from physical and mental illness.

 In 1945 Mr Milner died, making generous legacies to each of his 
children, all now grown up and making their own way in life. Joan 
was married, John was managing his father’s farm, which he then 
inherited, and Mary was a missionary looking after children in an 
orphanage in Kalimpong, North India. She inherited the house with 
the proviso that her mother be able to live in it until her death.

Following her husband’s death, Mrs Milner must have asked  
God for wisdom as to how this big house and grounds were to be 
best used. Between 1947 and 1959 she recorded in her private 
journal five different passages from the Bible, which she believed 
showed God’s purpose for the use of The Longcroft. These have 
been preserved in a beautifully decorated, framed presentation still 
kept in the house. Mary agreed with her mother’s vision for the 
house and they decided that it should be specially dedicated for 
God’s purposes.

The Longcroft was then dedicated in 1948 for “the setting free of 
the captives” and became a home where missionaries and others 
needing a place of rest could come for rest and recuperation. A 
weekly prayer meeting was held and other Christian groups were able 
to use parts of the house and grounds for day visits or conferences.

Aerial view of The Longcroft

Mrs Milner with Joan, Mary and John

 Mary in her twenties Mr A.J.W. Milner

The Regions Beyond Missionary Society Day 1954
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Between 1954 and 1959 the house was leased to a missionary 
society, Mrs Milner living elsewhere. When she returned in 1959, a 
helpful advisory committee supported her in order to see how the 
purpose of the house could be practically developed. While Mary 
was visiting from India in 1961 it was decided to appoint trustees 
who shared their vision for the use of the house.

By May 1963 a legal deed was completed, incorporating the 
vision for the use of The Longcroft and people began to visit who 
needed help in a variety of ways, such as rest and Christian  
counselling. Mr G W North, a gifted pastor from Bradford, was 
invited to become the spiritual adviser/overseer and Rev. GBT Story, 
a local Christian GP, became the medical adviser. The Rev. Norman 
Meeten, a curate in Liverpool, was elected Chairman of the Trust.  
In 1964 a Charitable Trust called ‘The Longcroft Christian Rest 
Home’ was officially registered; in the following 12 months, those  
at the house were not able to meet the many requests that came  
in owing to shortage of staff.

In the mid to late 1960s within the Christian world there  
developed an increasing interest in the subject of the Holy Spirit 
and His work in the lives of Christians. This became widely known 
in	the	UK,	other	European	countries	and	the	US	as	the	Charismatic	
Renewal movement. Many in Merseyside, and later from other  
parts	of	the	UK	and	overseas,	attended	conferences	in	Liverpool	
and at The Longcroft, for teaching on this; many people entered a 
living relationship with God, with their lives being radically changed 
for the better.

More staff came to live at The Longcroft and in 1965 Sunday 
morning meetings were begun. Previously those resident in the 
house had attended Emmanuel Church, Pensby. 1966 proved to 
be quite a momentous year for The Longcroft. Increasing numbers 
came to stay, finding spiritual help and healing in many ways while 
at the same time more local people had begun to come in to the 
Sunday morning meeting. A recognisable church had been born. 
The purposes of the Trust, the original vision for the use of the 
house, were actually being fulfilled more effectively through the 
daily life of the church and its meetings.

Today the church is led by five elders, one of whom, Dr David 
Vine, was a local GP at Irby surgery for many years and associated 
with The Longcroft since the 1970s. It still retains an international 
flavour with many connections with Christian work and churches 
throughout the world, and with many overseas visitors. It is still 
regularly used by other Christian groups and organisations for  
conferences and other events. 

Mary Milner returned from India during the 1960s and lived at 
The Longcroft for some years until making a home next to her 
brother’s farm in Barnston. She continued to attend meetings at 
The Longcroft and was a valued member of the church well into 
her 90s. She died on Christmas Eve 2015 and is buried in Heswall 
Cemetery, but the work begun through her unselfish gift of The 
Longcroft continues to grow.

For more information see website: http://www.longcroftchristianfellowship.org.uk/
Visitors are welcome to join the weekly Sunday morning meeting at 10.30am.
A history of The Longcroft is currently being compiled and will hopefully be published  
in early 2017. 

Tailor-made letting services
– we measure up!

A range 
of letting
management 
options
We understand that every landlord 
is different so we aim to be as  
flexible as possible by offering a 
range of letting options: 

•	 Fully	Managed
•	 Rent	Collection
•	 Tenant	Find

ACCURATE AND 
REALISTIC VALUATIONS
Our	free	market	valuations	consider	
local	features	that	will	appeal	to	 
potential	tenants	-	local	parks,	
schools	and	shopping	facilities.	 
We do not simply give you a high 
valuation	to	acquire	your	business	
but	promise	to	provide	realistic	
rental	figures,	based	on	true	 
market	conditions.

CAREFULLY 
SELECTED TENANTS
We operate on the basis that  
successful	letting	is	about	matching	
the	right	tenant	for	every	property.	
Having a tenant who will treat the 
property	with	respect	is	a	key	 
consideration	for	a	successful	 
tenancy	so	we	ensure	all	 
prospective	tenants	are:

•	 Fully	referenced

•	 Credit	checked

•	 Confirmation	that	they	have	the		
 legal right to rent in the UK

Northwood Wirral
0151 348 4527
78	Telegraph	Rd,	Heswall,	
Wirral	CH60	0AQ
northwooduk.com

The Longcroft Jubilee celebration
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Hays Travel is the biggest independent travel 
agent	in	the	UK	and	we’re	delighted	to	have	
found a great location at The Curve, Heswall 
where we are now open for business. For 
more than 30 years we have been sending 
Brits on their holidays of a lifetime, providing 
great knowledge and experience along with 
all the security you would expect from a 
long-established business. In these days of 
uncertainty, it is important that you can book 
with complete peace of mind – you can be  
assured of that with Hays Travel as we have 
both ABTA and ATOL protection.

As Hays Travel are completely independent, 
we can offer you a huge range of tour  
operator and cruise holidays, such as  
Jet 2, First Choice, Thomson, Thomas Cook,  
Royal Caribbean, P&O, Fred Olsen and  
725 others! Don Bircham, Managing  
Director at Hays Travel, says: “Our  
independence allows us to provide the 
customer with a huge range of holidays and 
compare	prices	with	all	the	major	UK	tour	
operators. We are under no pressure to sell 
a particular holiday, unlike many of our key 
competitors who are incentivised to sell only 
one or two companies.

“Hays Travel are well established across 
the Wirral and the North West, with existing 
shops in Bebington, Birkenhead, Wallasey, 
Prenton and Ellesmere Port, as well as  
locations	right	across	the	UK.	The	 
combination of our well-trained and  
experienced travel staff and the very latest 
travel technology will ensure we find the right 
holiday for you at a very competitive price. 
Independent travel is becoming increasingly 
popular and we have all the tools at hand to 
build a holiday that is right for you in terms 

of destination, flights, hotels, duration and 
that special individual touch. If a cruise is 
your thing, and it’s the biggest growing area 
for	UK	travellers,	then	be	assured	that	all	
our staff are fully trained and up to speed 
with the latest cruise itineraries. Each of our 
stores has a cruise expert, and Heswall is no 
exception. Drop in and have a coffee with 
Chris and discuss your next great adventure 
at sea.”

So whether it’s a cruise, an independent 
itinerary put together specifically for you, 
a romantic weekend break, a traditional 
fortnight in the sun, or a once in a lifetime 
dream long-haul destination, Hays Travel  
can fulfil all your wishes.

And don’t forget about our complete  
foreign exchange service – we have all  
currencies available on demand at the  
very best rates. 

Hays Travel 
now open 
in Heswall

Manager, Shirley Daly – formerly of Co-operative Travel Heswall

Hays Travel… The complete travel service
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Gents’ Road was the local name of Thurstaston Road. In the early days, 
when Top Village and Telegraph Road did not exist, it was the main 
route from the Lower Village to Thurstaston, West Kirby and beyond. 
Until	the	1950s	the	section	of	Telegraph	Road	from	the	junction	with	
Thurstaston Road to Mere Lane was still named Thurstaston Road;  
this was the road gentlemen would walk down to Heswall Station, on 
Station Road in the Lower Village. It enabled them to live in Heswall  
and work in Liverpool, Birkenhead or Chester. One can imagine them in 
their bowler hats walking to the station each morning and returning, 
perhaps more slowly, up the hill in the evening, or even using one of 
the hackney carriages which lined up outside the station. Many nearby 
houses were occupied by merchants who dealt in commodities,  
especially cotton. In the 1890s local paper ads actually stated their  
addresses as Gents’ Road. Many of the houses have changed names  
or been demolished and replaced by apartments or new houses. In 
this article we describe the older houses on the eastern side of the 
extended Thurstaston Road, beginning from Mere Lane. In Part 2  
(next issue) we will consider the houses on the other side.

Starting from Mere Lane, on the eastern side, Oldfield Lodge is the 
first house – in 1876 home to a Fred Rose, a dentist. It had the same 
name when Captain Bushell Kitchen lived there, at the start of the 20th 
century. Briarfield and Havenmore were built at the same time as Pine 
Way, pre-1945 and the first house, Briarfield, has been replaced this 
century by a new house. Built in 1876, Moorlands (previously Marine 
Villa) was the home of the Boxwell Family in the 1920s. Miss Doris 
Boxwell, who died at 102 a few years ago, recalled her mother had 
to move from here in 1920s as she had to deal with too many nearby 
traffic accidents! From before 1939 it was home to local GP Dr Robert 
Lindsay Turner, until his death in 1961. 

Gerald Kyffin Taylor, MP, lived in Hillcrest in 1896 before moving to 
Lingcroft in Tower Road North. In 1906 it was the home of the George 
Newsome, the manager of Lloyds Bank in Heswall, and his family. In 
1917 the Misses Cope, who lived in Hillcrest, advertised in ‘House 
Servants Wanted’ (Liverpool Echo) for a housekeeper/waitress, but 
stated that they should not be Roman Catholic! An interesting newspaper 
ad of 1939 lists the furniture as part of the estate of A T Ruddock. 

Cambrian House was occupied in 1881 by a corn merchant, William 
Wooliscroft. It is reputed to have housed some of the equipment for the 
telegraph that gave Telegraph Road its name. When the house was  
auctioned in 1917 it was described as: “A detached residence  
constructed of Red Sandstone. The house is well set back from the 
road standing in its own grounds, facing South West and is approached 
by a short carriage drive. It contains Hall, Dining Room, Drawing Room, 
Smoking Room, Conservatory, Kitchen, Scullery and Pantry on the 
ground floor. Above there are six Bedrooms, Dressing Room, Bathroom 
and W.C. Adjoining the house there is a small Stable, Coach House 
and Washhouse. The grounds, which are very nicely laid out, consist of 
Tennis Lawn, Kitchen Garden, Vinery and Paddock; the whole standing 
upon an area of one and a half acres.The house has water laid on and 
is let upon a five years’ lease from the 1st Day of November 1915, at 
£60 per annum.” Commander Stuart Symonds lived there during the 
Second World War and trained the Home Guard of Heswall. Several 
newer houses now occupy part of that acreage.

Smallwood’s Quarry, in use in the 19th and early 20th century was 
closed by 1950 and in the mid-1980s it was backfilled and Smallwood 
Mews and Erica Court apartments were built on the site.

We now enter Thurstaston Road as we know it today. 
Known as The Green, the triangular grassy area can be seen at the 

top of the road on the left. It is believed that this land was purchased 
by local residents to prevent development upon it. Beyond the green 
there is a stream, beginning as a trickle on Poll Hill, called the Scabruck 
which in turn runs down to the River Dee. A postbox used to stand 
where the Scabruck meets Thurstaston Road. The area around it was 
always very muddy until a house was built on it.

Opposite Oldfield Road. Miss Pollard lived in Thorncroft from 1914 
until 1938 and then in Roslyn until the 1960s. Turfmoor was on 
Woodcot Lane, off Thurstaston Road. In 1955 Mrs Mellor refurbished 

Gents’ Road, Heswall 
                                                                     By Roger Lane and Jenny McRonald

Thursaston Road junction. This is looking up Thurstaston Road towards the
junction with Telegraph Road with The Green on the right

This is looking along Telegraph Road towards Thurstaston.The part of the road beyond the houses 
on the left was originally named as a continuation of Thurstaston Road (colloquially Gents’

Road) before it was renamed as a continuation of Telegraph Road
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the Children’s Church, at St Peter’s in memory of her husband. In 1941 
Mrs Mellor an advertised offering a reward for a diamond brooch in a 
knotted handkerchief lost between Turfmoor and the Parish Hall. Was 
it ever returned? There are now several houses on the site, some of 
which replaced the home of Mr and Mrs Mellor. Ashlea was owned at 
one time by the Alexander family. Marjorie Alexander was an active local 
Wirral	Urban	District	councillor.	She	donated	funds	for	the	building	of	the 
eponymous Alexander Hall in Rocky Lane. Later she moved next door to 
Redcourt. The Ridgway family lived in Trevenna in 1914 until 1965.

In the early 20th century, oil merchant J H Bradford, lived in Homefield, 
later occupied by WJ Conlon, an optician. The Conlon family were still 
there during WWII. Demolished in the 1990s, it was been replaced with 
Dawstone Court apartments and a house. As early as 1864 the Misses 
Congreve lived in Broomlands (previously Bank House) and Mr and Mrs 
Richard Tidswell lived here from about 1888 until 1914. Mrs Tidswell 
did many good works such as raising funds for the Castle Orphanage. 
In the 1890s she invited girls from Birkenhead Workhouse to spend 
afternoons and have tea at her home. The Tidswells supplied the new 
Church of St Peter’s with 100 hassocks. During the First World War the 
house accommodated convalescing soldiers. From the late 1940s the 
house became Broomlands School run by the Widdowson Family, until 
demolished in the 1980s. Part of the old house still remains at the top 
of the cul de sac of detached homes and one of many houses with a 
water well in its garden. Greenheys and Overdale were probably built on 
the land of Bank House. Gorsebank was the home of master mariner 
Daniel Robinson in 1901 followed in 1910 by Stewart Irvine.

The following three sandstone cottages might be amongst the oldest 
in Thurstaston Road. Dee View, home to a branch of the Lightfoot  
family, from approximately 1895 until 1943. Conway Cottage was home 
in the early 1900s to Alfred Jones, a distiller who bought it at auction 
in 1892 for £1,000. It might have been previously owned by Edward 

Hinde but house names were not necessarily stated on censuses at 
that time. During WWII, Colin Buttleston, who was awarded the CBE 
in 1945,lived in this house while serving as Admiralty Liaison officer in 
Liverpool. First known as Dee View Cottage and then Immensee, it  
became	Chestnut	Cottage	when	WUD	Councillor	John	Smythe	bought	
it in 1952; he lived there until his recent death. We think Ashcroft was 
built on the grounds of one or more of the aforementioned three old 
cottages. It was auctioned in 1943, after the death of Florence Paul 
and was described as having three entertaining rooms and four  
bedrooms, with domestic offices and gardens. 

A further four cottages, on the corner of Thurstaston Road and Dee 
View Road, also vie to be among the contenders for the oldest in 
Thurstaston Road. Fir Cottage was for many decades the home to the 
Nevitt and Davis families. Postmaster Ellis Nevitt has been mentioned 
many times in previous articles. His son, Ellis Price Nevitt, was killed 
in November 1917 in France and his name is inscribed on the Heswall 
War Memorial. Fir Cottage was advertised in some early directories as 
tea rooms, providing refreshments for hikers. Hiking in Heswall and  
surrounds was a popular pastime for city dwellers in the early 20th 
century as the railway gave easy access to Heswall and its beaches. 
Kemp’s Cottage – Kemp is an old Heswall family name and Samuel 
Kemp was the licensee of the Black Horse. 

The authors have no information about White Cottage and The Cottage 
and would appreciate any details which readers may know.

The electric substation replaced the old mortuary (was well used  
because of the many shipwrecks in the River Dee). The mortuary  
building was also used by Heswall Football Club as a changing room, 
when they played on the nearby field across Thurstaston Road. The field 
was late built on, becoming Church Meadow Lane. St Peter’s School 
was built on a meadow that the Ellis family, from Lumbersdale, Dee 
View Road, used for grazing cows, before the Mount (originally Liverpool 
Road) and Dee View Road became the main road into Lower Heswall. 
The present school, built in 1961, replaced the Church of England 
School, in School Hill.

The Hermitage (earlier called Rosehill and Rosebank) was as early 
as 1841 listed as a school with six pupils, where Rev Edward Bowman 
lived and featured on early maps of Heswall. When it was let, in 1848 
and still owned by the Reverend Bowman, it was described thus:  
“Rosehill, Heswall, on the banks of the River Dee, a little below 
Parkgate, with a beautiful View of the river and the Welsh Frontier. The 
house is situated on a rising ground containing drawing, dining and 
breakfast rooms, entrance hall, kitchen and cellars, seven sleeping 
rooms; with greenhouse, rockeries, shrubbery and lawns in front, 
kitchen garden, orchard and small croft behind; also barn, stable, cow 
house, washhouse, laundry, storeroom and c. detached with seven 
acres of land – Apply to the Rev E Bowman, owner, Rose Hill Heswall.” 
Swinton Bolt lived there in 1851. 

 Other inhabitants included Robert Inman 1861, Charles de Woolf 
1891, John Broomfield 1901, Arthur Sanday 1911 and from 1950 to 
the late 1960s, when it was demolished, the Farquer family. The house 
is remembered by a neighbour as having servants’ quarters at the top 
and a beautiful music room containing a solitary piano, with French 
doors out to the garden. The Hermitage has been replaced by apartments 
of the same name which are approached from School Hill. It was also 
the home John Gaskell, a retired cotton merchant, wife Katie and  
family, including Mabel mentioned below. The family was said to be 
friendly with and possibly related to the famous authors, Mrs Gaskell 
and	Jane	Austen.	Under	her	married	name	Mabel	(Barnes	Grundy)	
penned a number of novels, two of which had a Heswall theme. The 
first was Hazel of Heatherland, (centred on her Heswall home refers  
to Oldfield Farm, St Peter’s Church and the Dales), followed by  
The Vacillations of Hazel.

The Black Horse Public House is the last building on this side of 
Thurstaston Road before it becomes Village Road. Existing from the 
1820s, c.1900 it was later extended and renamed the Heswall Hotel, 
but some years later reverted to its original name. In the 1900s it was 
described as having 13 bedrooms, a dining room and billiard room.  
It was used for village functions including council meetings and  
house auctions.

Submitted  by Jenny McRonald and Roger Lane (roger.m.lane@btinternet.com 
or 0151 342 9269) on behalf of the Heswall Society, which was established in 
1953 “for the public benefit to conserve the heritage of the Parish of Heswall”. 
For more details of membership and activities please call Roger Lane or visit 
theheswallsociety.org.uk  

Thorncroft before 1938

Broomlands Aerial. Most of this large house has now been demolished to
form the cul de sac Broomlands apart from the part at the rear
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Richard Colley of R&J Travel started a local taxi firm in 1970 and 
was driving a Hackney cab at the same time. He stayed in the 
taxi business until 1987 when he bought his first 16-seater bus.

Richard told Heswall Magazine: “I worked day and night on 
local service work (272), Little Neston and Heswall to Arrowe 
Park, along with special needs school runs in the morning and 
afternoon and then private hire at night, such as nightclubs, 
weddings and airport runs.

“Since then I have been joined by my daughter, son-in-law 
and grandson, and we have progressed to a lovely fleet of 15 
coaches. Our private hire fleet are all beautiful Mercedes, which 
are cleaned and polished before every trip.

“The Mercedes range in size from 16-seater – with or  
without luggage spaces (20 cases), through 19, 24, 26, 29 
and 33-seaters. These coaches are used for holidays, airports, 
school days out, WI and other ladies’ groups, weddings, golf 
trips, sports days out and Masonic nights.

“All our drivers are CRB and DBS checked and are dressed 
in smart uniform and, of course, all have mobile phones and 
satnavs. Many of the coaches have PA systems on board, so you 
can have a running commentary as you glide along.

“Potential customers are welcome to inspect the coaches at 
any time – just call Jane on 0151 648 4206 and she will be 
happy to assist you.”

R&J Travel are located at Unit 10 Arrowe Commercial Park, 
Arrowe Brook Road, Wirral, CH49 1SX – right next to the old 
Champion Spark Plugs factory by Arrowe Park hospital.  
Telephone 0151 648 4206.

How R&J Travel started

• Day Trips
• Theatre
• Bowling
• School Days Out

• School Contracts
• Sports Trips
• Pensioners groups
• Weddings

• Golf Outings
• Day at the Races
• Holiday Feeders
• And more...

R&J TRAVEL
THE TRAVEL SPECIALISTS

We are a family run organisation with a 
reputation built on providing an efficient, friendly, 

safe and reliable service. We pride ourselves on 
our excellent safety and maintenance record.

Telephone: 0151 648 4206
Email: Jane-jenkins@sky.com • Website: www.randjtravelwirral.co.uk
R&J Travel, Unit 10 Arrowe Commercial Park, Arrowe Brook Road, Wirral, CH49 1SX

16 – 33 SEATERS
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New Showroom Now Open: The Glass Room, Oaktree Court, Mill Lane, Ness CH64 8TP
Telephone: 0151 691 4924 • Email: peter@olivergreenkitchens.co.uk • Website: www.olivergreenkitchens.co.uk

LOVE YOUR KITCHEN, LOVE THE PLANET

og oliver green
traditional • modern • eco-friendly

Our design service can be tailored to your specific budget and requirements



Sarah White Aesthetics offers aesthetic and corrective solutions, providing 
clients with a professional and confidential service at their new premises 
within Spire Murrayfield Hospital in Thingwall. As an Advanced Medical 
Aesthetic Nurse Practitioner and Trainer with over 20 years’ medical  
experience, Sarah is also an extremely experienced Registered General 
Nurse, Registered Sick Children Nurse and Independent Prescriber.  
Trained to the highest professional standards, Sarah is fully registered  
with the Nursing and Midwifery Council (NMC) and is a member of the 
Royal College of Nursing. 

Having had extensive training from top plastic surgeons and cosmetic 
doctors, Sarah uses the highest quality approved products to ensure safe 
treatments that will achieve the best possible results for clients. Annually 
revalidated and examined, continuing professional development is a priority. 
Personal and professional indemnity insurance is carried with the leading 
cosmetic aesthetic insurer, Hamilton Fraser.

If you have any specific skin concerns, such as pigmentation, rosacea, 
skin spots, acne, scarring etc., please contact us to arrange a consultation 
with our skin specialist who has been trained by Sally Durant, a highly 
regarded skin care specialist. 

Our services include:

Wrinkle Relaxing Treatments

Skin forms creases over time in the areas where we use our muscles most, 
and these will eventually leave permanent wrinkles. Botulinum Toxin Type A 
(Botox, Xeomin, Azzalure, Vistabel, Dysport) works on the muscles,  
preventing them from forming lines and allowing your skin to recover –  
over time, wrinkles will lessen, fade or disappear altogether.

Dermal Fillers 

Dermal fillers are products injected into the skin to plump up and fill in 
lines, creases, hollows or depressions, as well as being used to add  
volume. There are many different types of dermal fillers made of various 
kinds of natural or synthetic materials, such as Teosyal, Juvéderm,  
Juvéderm ultra, Belotero, Restylane. These have been developed over the 
years specifically for injection into the skin, and are generally either  
non-permanent and reabsorbable or permanent and non-absorbable.

Peels

We offer a wide range of medical grade skin care, such as SkinCeuticals,  
and Neostrata. We also offer medical grade skin peels. Skin peels can 
target specific problems, for example, acne as a past or present sufferer, 
pigmentation issues within the skin or used purely as prevention in an  
anti-aging regime.

Soprano Ice Laser Hair Removal

This is the newest and most cost-effective version of the famous Soprano 
hair removal laser. It uses award-winning laser technology and is virtually 
pain free. Laser light is absorbed by the melanin, which is the pigment in 
your hair. The light energy heats the pigment and effectively kills the follicle 
without damaging the surrounding cells. Our priority and ambition is to 
listen with care to your concerns so we achieve the best possible results  
for you. By building a solid relationship with our clients, they know they are 
in the safest of hands. 

To discuss your individual requirements, contact Sarah White  
Aesthetics on 0151 929 5223 or 07764 615 934. 

30% OFF
Laser hair removal for all 

courses booked in October
Quote Heswall Magazine when booking. 

Introductory offer on the amazing 
All in one facial treatment

£50
Usual price £90

Side order Collagen Mask £20 usual price £30
Quote Heswall Magazine when booking. 

£50 OFF*

New Vycross™ range
from Juvéderm®

*One per client. Quote Heswall Magazine when booking. 

BRINGING MEDICAL AESTHETICS TO WIRRAL

Sarah White RGN RSCN NIP Advanced Aesthetic Trainer

28 HESWALL MAGAZINE • OCTOBER 2016



Holmwood Drive, Thingwall, Wirral CH61 1AU
07764 615934 or 0151 929 5223    sarahwhiteaesthetics.com

Our treatments include:

 Anti-wrinkle injections Dermal fillers

 Eight point ‘face lift’ Laser hair removal

 Fractional resurfacing Radiofrequency skin tightening

 Derma Rollering Medical grade peels

 Hair loss medication Collagen boosters

 Cosmeceutical products ProFacial

At Sarah White Aesthetics we pride ourselves 
on our highly skilled team and the quality and 
continued development of the large range of 
hospital-based aesthetic treatments we offer. 
We are at the forefront of aesthetic practising in 
in the whole of the North West, and our priority 
is to listen to our clients’ individual concerns 
and needs; being hospital based we are also 
able to achieve the best possible results  
knowing that you are in the safest of hands.

 Our team includes:

• Sarah White RGN RSCN NIP Advanced Aesthetic Trainer 

• Dr Fiona McRae MB ChB FRCA

• Three highly trained laser/skin care therapists

• Highly qualified medical professionals  
      available on a daily basis

BRINGING MEDICAL AESTHETICS TO WIRRAL



Donald took me around the shed and introduced me to his brother, 
Mike, who owned the Arthur Alexandra, formerly called Jean. He had 
dug her out of the mud in the River Wyre, up at Fleetwood, made her 
reasonably seaworthy and had her towed to the Mersey, where he had 
her lifted out and set about completely restoring her. They were a  
dedicated bunch of fellas who had formed a nobby club. Their aim  
was to get as many nobbies as possible in order to preserve this part  
of our local heritage. I thought this was a great idea. These Lancashire 
nobbies were worth restoring, they are the prettiest boats around, after 
the Welshgirl.

Don introduced me to Eddie, who owned the Albion, a biggish boat, 
with the counter (stem) cut off and Fred, who was completely restoring 
the May for the club secretary, David Wilson. I spent a very pleasant 
couple of hours with them and was overjoyed at seeing the Ethel again 
– I couldn’t wait to tell Chris. Don had said to bring Chris with me next 
time I came, as they were always there at weekends.

Our regular Thursday night came. I knocked on the door, the light 
came on in the hall and the little dog barked and tried to jump through 
the letterbox as usual. Chris came to the door and I wanted to blurt it 
out there and then, that I’d seen the Ethel, but controlled myself. “All 
dressed up and nowhere to go,” laughed Chris.” “Come in.” I gave the 
little dog my hat to take and straight away he took it to Annie. “It must 
be Pat and Geoff,” we heard her say, even before we were halfway 
down the hall.

Pat would give Annie a little peck on the cheek and hand over the 
eggs and any shopping she had been asked to get the previous week, 
take her coat off, then promptly set about writing this week’s events 
down for Annie to read.

I would greet her by gently grabbing her and sticking my cold nose and 
face down her warm neck. She would laugh like mad. “Ooh, it must be 
cold outside, Geoffrey,” she’d say. “Well lad, have you anything to tell 
me,” I asked Chris, after shifting Rex off my chair. “Aye. I’ve been to see 
the doctor and he’s sending me to see a specialist at Clatterbridge,”  
he said. “Alan’s taking me on Tuesday.” “Well let’s hope he can sort  
you out,” I said, “if there’s anything you want us to do, let us know.” 
“You	can	cut	my	hair,	if	you	like,”	he	replied.	“Well	if	you	don’t	mind	
me cutting it, I’ll cut it,” I said. So he got the clippers and scissors 

out. I took a chair into the kitchen, wrapped a towel around his back, 
tucked it down his collar and I cut his hair. Bill Jones hadn’t been for a 
few weeks so his silver hair was getting too long. “There’s only a week 
between a good haircut and a bad ’un,” he said. 

While I was cutting I said: “Anyway, what do you think I saw last 
weekend?” “I don’t know,” he said, “The Ethel,” I replied. “What! The 
Ethel!”, he said, as if to say, ‘my’ Ethel.	“Yes,”	I	said.	“Where	did	you	
see her then?” he asked. His face had come alive and even Pat had 
stopped writing to watch his reaction. Anne could sense something as 
well. Pat quickly wrote it down for her. “Oh Chris!” she said.

“She’s being restored in a warehouse in Liverpool docks,” I said, and 
went on to tell him everything I could remember. “l want to take you to 
see her at the weekend.” The conversation that evening bucked him up 
no end. After we had had our supper and were all ready to go, Annie 
said that Chris should go with me and that she would be alright for a 
couple of hours. I was to pick him up on Sunday morning.

It must have been my weekend off from the farm (yes, back to 
weekend working). I think it was ten o’clock when I called for him, to 
give him time to see to Annie and himself. “Got the half model and 
your bills?” I asked. There were no drawings in the building of a nobby. 
A fisherman told Crossfields what he wanted and Crossfields would 
produce a half model, and if it needed altering, it was altered, till it  
was right, then they would go ahead and build it. Payment was made  
in three stages.

I took the half model off its mooring on the hall wall and tucked it 
under my arm, then went to assure Annie we wouldn’t be long and off 
we went.

Don was doing something inside the boat when we got there. “Is this 
the Ethel,” Chris said, as we came nearer. “Aye.” “She does look a 
lump out of the water, doesn’t she.” “Don, I’d like you to meet Chris.” 
“Pleased to meet yer, Chris” said Don, climbing down the ladder.

His eyes fell on the half model, I had under my arm. “The original,”  
I said. He was over the moon with it. Chris asked Donald how much  
he had given for the boat. “Four and a half,” said Don, Chris produced 
his original bills totalling £198, which included mast and spars, Don 
was absolutely made up with them – he took them around the shed, 
showing the lads the credentials of his boat.

Continuing our serialisation of Geoff Andrews’ fascinating 
book, Memories of a Lifetime Past, about the life and 

times of Parkgate fishermen, Chris & Jim Peters

Traditional Meat and Butcher’s Counter
Home Cooked Food, Seasonal Fruit and Veg,

Dairy Produce, Jams and Preserves,
Cakes and Confectionary

In store this Christmas we’ve got a magnificent range of meats and  
produce. Our in-house butcher can prepare your favourite cuts perfect  

for a hearty meat dish. We are delighted to be working once again  
with Traditional Wirral Turkeys farmed in Willaston.

We offer a great range of locally-sourced seasonal vegetables to  
compliment any Christmas meal. In addition, fresh artisan breads  
and uniquely-flavoured meringues are supplied by Moyo Benson  

at Nova restaurant, Heswall. And our pantry is stocked full of  
locally-produced conserves, cakes and sweet treats for afters!

Our range of alcoholic drinks includes Wirral Gin 
(including Pink Dog) and Liverpool Gin together with 

local beers from Brimstage and Peerless Breweries.

The Hayloft Christmas Lunch Menu
Located upstairs in the orginal hayloft we serve breakfast, lunch  

and afternoon tea in our cosy, rustic tearoom and restaurant.

Our Christmas lunch menu is available from 2nd – 18th December

Starters
Soup of the day

Creamy garlic mushrooms served in a homemade Yorkshire pudding
Farmhouse pate - Mixed salad chutney and crusty bread

Mains
Roast Turkey - Sage onion and apricot stuffing served with all the trimmings

Roast Longhorn Beef - With Yorkshire puddings and all the trimmings

Dessert
Mince Pie & clotted cream

Christmas pudding with brandy sauce
Cheese & biscuits

£15.95 2 courses • £19.95 3 courses
We are now taking bookings. Tables over 6 there will be a £5 per head deposit

The Laycroft Longhorn Farm Shop, Manor Farm, Barnston Road, Barnston, Wirral, CH61 1BT • Tel: 342 7449
Closed Monday and Tuesday • Wednesday 9am-5pm • Thursday 9am-5pm • Friday 9am-6pm • Saturday 9am-5pm • Sunday 10am-4pm • Open every day 9th-24th December 
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Irby & Greasby Rotary Chairman Duncan Craig  
with Rick Myers of Autism Together 

Irby & Greasby Rotary Secretary Audrey Brereton, 
with Rick Myers, Autism Together

Irby and Greasby Rotary Club are delighted to 
report that we recently held another successful 
fundraising event.

The evening was a guided tour through the 
Rhone	valley	titled	‘Understanding	Your	Wine’.	
Everyone who attended was able add to their 
knowledge of wine and enjoy samples from the 
free tasting, which included a range of wines 
from table wines to wines for special occasions. 
It was great fun, and the expert also shared 
with us his top tips for how to select wine. 
The evening was made even better by raising 
a substantial sum for Wirral’s Autism Together 
and for other local charities.

We were lucky enough to be invited by Autism 
Together to present the cheque at their Raby-
based Respite Centre. While we were there 
we were given a tour of their state-of-the-art, 
custom-built facility, which is perfect for  
supporting their residents. They are looking to 
expand and build further accommodation for 
which they need £200,000. They are currently 
a quarter of the way there and with further help 
they will be able to achieve this goal.

Irby and Greasby Rotary Club fully intend to 
continue supporting Autism Together. We are 
looking to expand our membership so we can 
work towards this goal, as well as supporting 
other local charities. 

For more information about Autism Together 
visit www.autismtogether.co.uk 

For more information about Irby and Greasby 
Rotary Club, find us on Streetlife or on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/irbyandgreasbyrotary, or 
why not come and join us on the first and third 
Monday of each month at 7pm at the Red Cat 
in Greasby. 

Irby and Greasby 
Rotary Club

The old school may have changed  
over the past 176 years, but it’s  

scholars have only ‘aged’.

Now is the time for the college old boys  
who live in the Wirral to get together.

We would like to hear from any Old  
Lerpoolians who are interested in  

attending an informal reunion dinner  
to be held at the Jug & Bottle, Heswall, 

in late January 2017, to reminisce,  
put the world to rights and have a  

thoroughly enjoyable evening.

Liverpool College Old Boys Reunion 2017

Please contact either Peter Ballie (1960) tel. 07806 702462
or Ivor Parry (1948) tel. 07902 296194
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NIGHT WHISPERS

Wirral-based Night Whispers are a four-piece band 
comprised of vocals, guitar, drums and bass.

Their music has a modern jazz/swing/rockabilly feel and they 
are inspired by artists such as Caro Emerald and Imelda May.  

Night Whispers perform at all venues, pubs, restaurants,  
festivals and private functions around the area. 

Whatever the occasion they know exactly how to make your 
evening special. They love nothing more than to see people on 

their feet, dancing, smiling and just having a great time!

For more information telephone 07877 461643or check out  
their website: www.nightwhispersband.com

Facebook: www.facebook.com/nightwhispersband
 Twitter: @nightwhispers4
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The new owner of Heswall Autos, Jake Gunner, has been telling Heswall 
Magazine about the business, which he took over in March this year.

“My first six months as the new owner of Heswall Autos has passed 
very quickly and I have been overwhelmed by local support for my  
new business.

“It has been an exciting start to this venture, with lots of MOT work 
and routine servicing, along with replacing brakes and gear boxes 
and undertaking clutch repairs, etc. There have been many rewarding 
cases – I was able to help a customer by sorting out a bodywork mishap 
before their partner got home, and I was pleased to be able to provide 
roadside assistance to a vehicle with a shredded tyre – making the 
repair and then returning the car to the customer’s home.

“I am looking forward to the next six months, which will take us into 
the winter months. I always recommend ensuring your vehicle is in good 
condition so that it carries you and your family safely through the winter 
– with this in mind, I am offering free winter health checks.
“You	can	contact	me	at	Heswall	Autos	on	0151	342	8566	or	email	

heswallautos@outlook.com, or even just drop in to discuss any  
mechanical queries you may have.”

Heswall Autos is located in the small unmade lane off Daryl Road 
(near the Pensby Road end).



North West Summer Camp, organised by The 
Churches of God, celebrated 25 years of  
holidaying at Barnstondale Activity Centre in  
the heart of the Wirral by being the stars of the  
centre’s new promotional video. The group 
enjoyed a jam-packed stay at Barnstondale this 
August, but with some added extras as a film 
crew was on site to capture the fun.

North West Summer Camp has been coming 
to Barnstondale since 1991. The centre’s array 
of facilities first attracted them to the site, and 
the fun and friendly environment brings them 
back every year since then. So to celebrate the 
group’s 25th year returning to the centre, the 
children and adults from the camp went in  
front of the camera and showed off everything 
Barnstondale has to offer by enjoying an extra 
full day of activities, including rock climbing,  
archery and rifle shooting. 

Barnstondale manager, George Jones was 
thrilled with the outcome, saying: “We always 
have a great week with North West Summer 
Camp and there was really no better group to 
help us show off the facilities and the great 
times that our visitors have here at Barnstondale. 
We hope that the video demonstrates just  
why groups keep coming back year after year.”

Hayley Woods, one of the leaders from North 
West Summer Camp spoke of her admiration for 
Barnstondale: “Every year we bring on  
average 90 people to stay here for a week, 
including about 60 children. Every single person 
leaves having had a great time and itching to 
come back the following year. The chance to be 
a part of Barnstondale’s new promotional video 
was really the icing on the cake for us. We loved 
being a part of something so important for an 
organisation that we truly love.”

Pleasantly situated in 15 acres of natural 
woodland and countryside, Barnstondale 
welcomes day visitors and residential guests to 
enjoy its many facilities. The inclusive centre 
provides adventure and outdoor activities for all 
ages with the aim of improving the motivation, 
self-esteem and vision of young people through  
outdoor pursuits, team building and sports.

Keep an eye out for North West Summer 
Camp’s starring role in Barnstondale’s new 
promotional film coming this autumn. For more 
information on Barnstondale, please contact 
Heidi Hughes, Business Development Manager 
at Barnstondale on 0151 648 1412 or email 
heidi@barnstondale.org

Summer camp group 
stars in activity

centre’s new video
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Pensby Library was hit by Wirral Metropolitan Borough Council cuts, 
which were partly in response to the government’s cuts to councils. 
The result was that the library would have to be shut on Mondays and 
Thursdays. Pensby Labour councillor Mike Sullivan identified an  
opportunity to help out the local community by inaugurating a volunteer 
group to open the library on the council ‘shut’ days. A meeting was  
convened at Pensby Library on Thursday 6th August 2015 for  
volunteers, senior library staff and local councillors. 

It soon became very clear from the conversation around the table 
that everyone was keen to reopen this library on the ‘shut’ days. After 
quite a lot of discussion, a rota was sorted out and the ‘Pensby Library 
Volunteer Group’ was born. 

With training the very next week from senior library management, we 
were presented with ‘volunteer’ lanyards and on Thursday 13th August 
2015 we opened up for business. Since then we’ve been happy to hear 
that people think we’re doing a good job.

Since then, from the six original volunteers, we have gradually  
gathered momentum and now have 13 volunteers who all get on 
amazingly well. We went out to celebrate as a group in December at a 
local Indian restaurant in Pensby and then again in August, this time in 
Heswall, to welcome our new volunteers.

We have obtained a £1,000 grant from the council to enhance the 
facilities, so we now have a DVD player, big screen, coffee machine, 
children’s toys and beanbags, to mention just a few items. We have 
entered the grant application process again with the council and hope 
to secure another £1,000 grant in the near future.

Thursdays can be very lively in the mornings…  On alternate weeks 
from 10am to 12 noon we have two groups – we welcome the  
Women’s Institute one week and the next week we have ‘Arts and Crafts’. 

Also on Thursdays, we have a Mums & Tots group from 10am to 12 
noon. This is where Kathy, one of our volunteers, shows her talents and 
runs a ‘singalong’. Tea, coffee, juice and toast are the order of the day 
and everyone has a really enjoyable time.

During the summer, we have ‘School’s Out’ in the afternoon when 
we’ve shown a film for the kids on our large screen between 2pm and 
4pm. We can alter this during the school terms for adults.

Every Monday from 10am to 12 noon we have another sessions of 
Arts and Crafts, which includes such activities as knitting and painting. 

We also host a Disabled Advocacy service, which runs from 11am 
onwards on the first Monday of each month. 

Another club we hope to start will be a junior chess club and that will 
run on Mondays from 3.45pm to 4.45pm during term time. 

If you have any good ideas to help ‘push’ our facilities, let us know.  
Adding support and vital funds to the library is the ‘Pensby Library 

Friends Group’, which was set up in February 2012 to enhance and 
promote the use of the library, not only in the local community but also 
throughout the whole of Wirral. Its main aim is to raise funds by holding 
monthly social events and the Friends have already purchased many 
items, including six wooden paperback book displayers, small tables for 
events, a projector and £1,000 worth of books. The library would not 
have been able to buy any of these items without these funds.

The Friends Group run varied activities, including talks, coffee mornings 
and quizzes, the latest of which was a music quiz called ‘Name That 
Tune’. This was very popular and will definitely be repeated. Planned 
events are Bingo in November, a Christmas Coffee Afternoon and Quiz 
in December, and a talk by Colin Millington in January.

The Friends Group have applied for four separate grants of £1,000 
from Wirral Council. They have already been awarded £2,000 and will 
use this to buy comfortable chairs to sit and relax in, as well as a range 
of talking books. They are now waiting to see whether they have been 
successful in gaining a further £2,000.

And, as they are as ‘friendly’ as the name of the group suggests, they 
warmly welcome new members. The cost of joining the Friends Group is 
£2 per annum and they charge £1 for all events. Just call into Pensby 
Library and staff will provide all the details you need.

We’re very pleased that the council are providing a disabled toilet, as 
this will allow us to welcome even more local people. The library will be 
shut for three to four weeks to complete this latest part of the library 
service (planned to start 29th September). 

The library is now open 36 hours every week. A Facebook page has 
been launched to help promote our profile in the local community, 
and footfall is increasing all the time. Having now been operating for 
a full year we are delighted to say that we are going from strength to 
strength. Do come to visit soon.

Julie Griffiths tells Heswall Magazine about Pensby 
Library and the recently formed ‘volunteer group’
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Heswall Bed Race
Following on from the photographs of the inaugural 1982 Heswall Bed Race we featured in the last issue, Ian Chambers has 
sent us some pictures of later races together with the programmes for some of the races.
 
Ian says: “The 1986 one is themed on the Mexico World Cup, with children from Thingwall Primary School dressed as footballers. 
The photo of the five fit-looking men is the team which won the Bed Race in 1990 – Thingwall Primary School dads, and the 
nautical-themed bed is a group of first years from Calday Grange Grammar school.”
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Thanks to all the people who contacted us regarding the Heswall Bed Race – it was clearly a very popular local event. It seems 
we were misinformed on the origins of the event. John Smith from Lower Heswall wrote to tell us: “The idea was in fact  
conceived in The Victoria Hotel (now demolished) in Lower Heswall, as part of Heswall Round Table’s charity fundraising  
activities. The race started at The Glegg Arms onto the Dee View Pub, down to The Black Horse, and finally The Vic. Each team 
member had to consume half a bitter or a Coke at each pub. The beds were all the old steel type hospital ones, and were 
donated by local NHS Hospitals. If I recall correctly, I think we had over 40 ‘bed entrants’ for the inaugural event.”

Map and entrants from the 1991 Heswall Bed Race

Some adverts from the various programmes – nice to see some are still trading
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A care home in Heswall is offering free art therapy classes in October 
to residents and over-65s in the local area. 

Freelance artist Nel Brindle will be running regular workshops at 
The Hazelwell, an ‘all inclusive’ residential, nursing, palliative and 
respite care home in Oldfield Road, which opened earlier this summer.

The £5.5 million-pound development is built on the old site of the 
Cleaver Hospital and its leisure facilities include a home cinema, 
salon and nail bar, gym, library and a stunning rooftop terrace with 
views over the River Dee.

Nel says the art therapy classes are open to all and you do not 
need to be an artist or even artistic to join in with the fun. She will 
show how to use a paintbrush correctly and also experiment with 
clay structures. 

Nel said: “I have a strong passion for art and I hope this will be 
passed on to residents at The Hazelwell, where I will give regular 
workshops. Art is all about pleasure. We will try our hand at clay 
sculptures. Clay is such a wonderful medium to use and great for 
subtle movements of your joints.

“I’m sure we will have a fantastic time creating masterpieces. 
I’m really looking forward to starting at The Hazelwell. It’s in such a 
beautiful location and perfect for painters.”

Liza Millington, The Hazelwell’s Manager, said: “We are delighted 
to be welcoming Nel to The Hazelwell. Many of our residents are 
looking forward to her workshops and learning new things. The art 
therapy workshops are all part of the extensive activities programme 
we run here at The Hazelwell.”

The art therapy workshops will be run fortnightly in October. There 
are limited spaces available for local over-65s, so please call Liza 
on 0151 342 9654 to book in advance.

Paint a pretty picture 
at The Hazelwell

Your satisfaction is our guarantee

B.Jones Roofing Specialist
Flat roofing and Tiling. All aspects of roof work 
undertaken. We will beat ANY like-for-like quote

Telephone: 0151 604 1507
Mobile: 07748 914230
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Paul, who specialises in employment law and dispute resolution, 
says: “I want the firm become the standout business law 
firm on the Wirral. My appointment to head up the business 
services team is an exciting opportunity to help Percy Hughes 
& Roberts achieve this.”

Why Percy Hughes & Roberts?

I have always wanted to live and work in the same community and 
for me that is Wirral. I grew up in Heswall, attending Gayton Primary 
and Calday Grammar Schools. I studied Law and Spanish at the 
University	of	Liverpool,	and	then	went	on	to	do	my	professional	
exams at the College of Law in Chester. I am a member of Heswall 
Golf Club and a regular at the Black Horse! Liverpool Football Club 
is also very close to my heart.

Percy Hughes & Roberts have been on the Wirral since 1919 and 
over the years have developed an excellent reputation locally. We 
are well placed to service clients on Merseyside and further afield.  
The firm shares my approach of offering clear and practical legal 
advice, and is dedicated to achieving the best and most cost  
effective outcomes for clients.  

I enjoy coming to work each day and being an integral part of our 
professional and friendly team.

What is PHR Business?

PHR Business is a comprehensive service incorporating Employment 
Law and HR Solutions, Dispute Resolution, Debt Recovery,  
Commercial Property and Landlord Services.  

We work together with our clients, understanding their business 
needs. Our aim is to build lasting relationships based on trust, 
where clients see us an extension of their business and are  
comfortable picking up the phone or dropping us an email anytime 
they need advice or reassurance. 

What Employment Services do you offer?

For employers, we prepare contracts of employment, staff handbooks  
and settlement agreements, all modified specifically to fit the 
nature of a client’s business. We can take employers step by step 
through disciplinary or grievance procedures and if necessary we 
can represent clients in the employment tribunal.  

We also advise employees and can sign off Settlement Agreements 
for employees when the employment relationship comes to an end 
– without which the Agreement is not binding on either side.

How can PHR Business help you?

All too often clients only turn to us when things go wrong.  Whilst 
we are experts in picking up the pieces, we instil in our clients the 
importance of taking legal advice before they take decisive action.  
Our clients benefit from early legal advice on how to avoid some of 
the legal stumbling blocks that litter everyday business life. An initial 
investment in legal fees can have significant savings in terms of 
time and expense for your business. Our fees are competitive and 
we always provide realistic estimates of costs at the outset.  

If you are interested in using our services please contact me 
on 0151 666 9134 or email to paulhennity@phrsols.co.uk and 
I will be happy to see what we can do to help.

Solicitor Paul Hennity has recently been appointed 
Head of PHR Business at Percy Hughes & Roberts 

Solicitors in Hamilton Square, Birkenhead. 
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This year, the Heswall Business  
Association – chaired by Wirral  
business incubator Whitfield Business 
Support (WBS) – are on a mission to 
revitalise our high street. Collaborating 
with business owners, volunteers,  
local authorities and working alongside 
the council, as a collective, they have 
begun preparations to bring a Winter 

Wonderland to Heswall and introduce this year’s Heswall ICE  
Christmas festival. WBS digital director Justine McLaughlin said the 
local community is uniting to help organise the ICE Festival, which 
aims to promote an “interactive, creative and educational Christmas”. 
Ms McLaughlin said residents and business owners have already 
pledged thousands of pounds to the crowdfunding scheme. 

The event aims to bring families to the area, not only once but 
many times throughout the weekend. Boasting over 20 food and 
drink vendors, 40 stalls, over 30 creative workshops, live nativity 
and even Santa’s Storytelling Grotto. 

The event is not only guaranteed to bring festive spirit into the 
area, but will also be the venue of this year’s Wirral Radio Song For 
Christmas competition which brought in excess of 5,000 people to 
Liscard last year. We are extremely lucky to be able to showcase 
local talent not just on our opening night, but also for the whole 
weekend on our Wirral Radio stage.

The event will run from Dec 1st to Dec 4th, and will be spread 
across a variety of venues from The Puddydale all the way down 
to The Devon Doorway. It has been created to engage with people 
both young and old, bringing families, friends, business owners and 
groups together.

Hallmark have kindly sponsored a Christmas wrapping slot, which 
will be a dedicated to those who need a helping hand with their 
Christmas wrapping this year.

The festival is designed to drive people to our local independent 
businesses and make a difference to empty shopfronts. The association  
have secured £1,000 of funding to go towards the Christmas lights 
in Heswall and raised £5,630 so far in crowdfunding over the last 

four weeks. The association is appealing to Wirral residents and 
businesses to pledge cash towards the initiative. With a goal of 
£20,000 to help fund the event, Heswall Business Association are 
asking for your help – if every person in Heswall donated just £1, 
they would hit their target and more. 

“We are aiming to create truly memorable and engaging Christmas 
celebration in Heswall this year,” added Ms McLaughlin. “The ICE 
Festival is designed to bring the community even closer together, to 
encourage greater interaction between residents and local businesses 
to stimulate community relationships, trade and festive goodwill.”

For more information on what you can expect at the  
event, advertising opportunities, sponsorship packages, or  
to just make a donation, please visit the website  
www.heswallicechristmas.co.uk



Have you discovered the Beacon Cafe at 
the top of the hill in Heswall? If you are 
looking for excellent home-cooked food 
and a warm, friendly welcome, then this 
is the place for you.

The Beacon Cafe is part of the Methodist 
Church and run by a team of volunteers 
from within the community. The main 
purpose of the cafe is to offer a place 
where everyone is made welcome,  
especially anyone on their own, or  
visiting for the first time. There will  
always be a smile and a friendly face  
to greet you.

The Beacon specialises in freshly  
prepared home-cooked food that is 
made to order… but this is just a  
small part of the work done by this 
wonderful cafe.

Throughout the year, many special 
events are held to support various 
charities. It is not widely known that 
each year all profit is donated to local, 
national and international charities. 
We have just had a record result when 
nearly £9,000 has been donated.  
Recipients included Macmillan  
Cancer Care, Syrian Children’s  
Christmas Appeal, St John’s Hospice, 
Parkinsons Society, Birkenhead  
Women’s Refuge, Charles Thompson 
Mission, and several others.

What a wonderful way to help others, 
without even realising it… enjoying 
lovely home-made cakes and coffee, or 
a very varied lunch menu, knowing that 
in so doing you are helping many less 
fortunate	people.	You	are	in	for	a	treat	
and will not be disappointed!

The Cafe is open term times from 
10am to 2pm on Tuesdays and Fridays 
and 10am – 12 noon on Saturdays. 
Special bacon butty days are on the first 
Saturday of each month. 

New volunteers are always most 
welcome and we would especially like to 
hear from anyone who has experience of 
or a love of cooking – call in and  
have a chat.

The Beacon Cafe 
– at work in the 

community
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Heswall-based Revitalaser have come 
to the rescue of a man who had a 
Hillsborough tribute tattoo with  
disastrous consequences.

Revitalaser owner Andrea Mappouridis 
told Heswall Magazine: “We came 
across Simon Gaunt’s story in the  
local press and sympathised with his 
story. Simon had gone to a tattoo  
studio in Buckley with an image of a  
Hillsborough tribute tattoo and asked 
the artist to do the same design on 
his leg. When he was finished he was 

left with a tattoo that not only didn’t look anything like what he had 
asked for but the figure 6 in the design was tattooed on backwards. 
The tattoo is so dark and the skin is so full of ink it made a cover  
up impossible. We made contact Simon to see if we could help.  
Together with Infinity Laser Clinics we have offered a course of  
tattoo removal free of charge.

“We are using the Q-switched laser technique to remove Simon’s 
tattoo. Tattoo ink and natural pigmentation like melanin absorb 
short pulse duration/high peak energy Q-switched pulses so quickly 
that they create a photo-acoustic effect within the pigment clusters. 
This effect breaks down the ink into much smaller particles that can 
be more easily removed by the body’s natural filtering system.”

Revitalaser to 
the rescue

Andrea Mappouridis

This is my first article for Heswall Magazine and I hope 
over time that I can offer insights about running, share 
stories and perhaps advice. Hopefully, alert you of  
forthcoming local running events and perhaps readers 
could also share their stories with me. Firstly, I guess 
I should introduce myself. I’m a local runner, born in 
Heswall and living in Thingwall. I am the club captain of 
Pensby Runners and a UK Athletics endurance running 
coach for all distance running, although my own area of 
running is fell running mainly out on the slopes of  
North Wales.

For my first piece I thought I’d share a reflection about  
something I come across most days in the shop. We do a  
comprehensive gait analysis in store. Not just a quick bit of 
filming from the back and throw you into a pair of running 
shoes. We do a series of functional exercises to look at  
alignment and areas of strength and weakness before filming 
people at various angles, assessing not only degree of  
pronation (how the foot rolls during running) but also running 
form, cadence (steps per minute), style, stride pattern and so 
on. We always ask what other exercises or sport that people  
do and invariably am answered with “I just run”.

Strength training is so essential for runners (especially as we 
start to get older). All over body strength is required to help us 
run more efficiently, avoid injury, maintain good running form 
and, crucially, enable us to run further, run more, enjoy our 
running and keep running as we age. That’s not to say this is 
just about preventing an aging body from going into decline. 
Elite runners do strength training, too. Mo Farah has strength 
and conditioning as a central aspect of his training regime. 
Simply put, all runners should do additional strength work.

When you run you tend to do the same movement, repeating 
itself over time. The back, for example, has to work hard to 
hold the body vertical for a long time while running.  
A strong core is essential for strong running. Most running  
injuries emanate from a weakness or imbalance in the core 
and principally the hips.

That’s not to say that you should all be heading to the 
gym and pressing impossible large barbells over your heads 
and getting a body that Schwarzenegger would have envied. 
Strength training for runners can be accomplished by  
bodyweight exercises done just a couple of times a week.  
Exercises such as squats, lunges (including front, side,  
diagonal and reverse), bridges and single leg bridges, burpees 
and press ups. Press ups are a great exercise for runners!

Often people coming into the Runners Hub for a pair of shoes 
or running kit find themselves leaving with exercises that will 
strengthen and adapt. We’re only too happy to suggest and 
advise what exercises can help. What is really nice is when 
people come back to report that their running has improved or 
they have experienced less problems just for the sake of  
someone shining a light on their running. So, here’s to  
running strong.

The Runners Hub is open 9.00am – 5.30pm Monday to 
Saturday and late night on Wednesday. 

www.therunnershub.net or find us on Facebook.

By Nigel Crompton
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2 Broadway
Higher Bebington 

CH63 5NH

Tel: 608 7822

152 Wallasey Road
Liscard 

CH44 2AF

Tel: 630 1115

8 Rocky Lane
Heswall 

CH60 0BY

Tel: 348 4083

OPEN
7 DAYS
8.30am-6.30pm

Follow us on Facebook  
and Twitter for news  

and special offers

Large Private Car Park

Home Visit Service

24hr Emergency Service 
(For Registered Clients)

Search Facebook for
Broadway Veterinary Surgery

Twitter
@BroadwayVets

BROADWAY PUPPY PACK
Give your puppy an excellent 

start with the best quality 
products and protocols we 

offer in this package

PRIMARY VACCINATION COURSE
(Two injections, 2-4 weeks apart)

FULL CLINICAL VET ASSESSMENT
(& no-limit free Nurse Appts for life)

INITIAL WORM TREATMENT
(Covering Round AND Tapeworm)

FIRST MONTH FLEA TREATMENT
(Covers Flea, Mite, AND Lungworm)

PREMIUM QUALITY MICROCHIP
(Registration with 24 hr Database)

FOUR WEEKS FREE INSURANCE
(Cover with Award-Winning Petplan)

KENNEL COUGH VACCINE OFFER 
(20% off during primary vaccines)

FULL 4 MONTH CLINICAL CHECK
(To ensure your puppy is doing OK)

ALL FOR £64*. SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR THE BROADWAY KITTEN PACK!
*£44 with voucher from our website for a limited period only.

Heswall resident Andy McDiarmid recently completed a walk 
around Anglessey to raise money for a local charity.

Andy told Heswall Magazine: “Between 13th and 18th August 
myself and Dave Parry walked the Isle of Anglesey Coastal Path, 
some 140 miles. Dave is a native of Bethesda in North Wales and 
walking the entire Welsh coastal path is one of his ambitions which 
he hopes to complete over the next couple of years. I joined him 
for the Anglesey section and we decided to raise some money for 
Mountains for Mia, a charity to help Mia Austin from Heswall who 
has ‘Locked in Syndrome’ following a stroke at the age of 21. 

“The money will go to help pay for oxygen therapy which hopefully 
will improve her condition. Due to the generosity of locals in the 
Dee View Inn and local businesses we raised £1,300. In particular, 
we were generously supported by Wirral Turf, Wirral Flooring and 
Carpets, Galtan Ltd, Tansky’s Bar & Bistro (West Kirby), Aqualogic 
(Water Conservation) Ltd and the Dee View Inn.”

Walk raises £1,300

Andy McDiarmid and Dave Parry
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ONE LIFE, LET’S LIVE IT

Wirral Evolutions is a diverse service for people with disabilities. 
We support 500 people across Wirral with learning and physical 
disabilities and people on the autism spectrum. 

There are six Day Centres across the Wirral: Cambridge Road 
Wallasey, Oakenholt Moreton, Heswall Centre Heswall,  
Pensbywood Pensby, Highcroft Bebington, and Eastham Centre 
Eastham. Wirral Evolutions offers in-house and community  
activities, including the Gateway Award for people with disabilities 
(Bronze, Silver and Gold), which is similar to the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award. The Gateway Award encourages people to meet new  
challenges and enhance development. 

The centres specialise in different activities from accessible IT 
equipment with interactive screens and sensory room, Drama and 
Music, Photography, Horse Riding, Art and Design, Walking Groups, 
Horticulture, and a Cycle Hub with adapted bikes so everyone can 
participate, and much more.     

We have three vocational services. Dale Farm provides  
opportunities to learn life skills through the therapeutic use of  
horticulture within a beautiful setting on the banks on the River  
Dee with views across the North Wales Coast. The farm creates a 
working environment for people to participate in a variety of  
activities. Our day-to-day activities include planting and growing  
organic fruit and vegetables in the fields and polytunnels. A farm 
shop with a small café is open to the public every weekday selling 
our own fruit, vegetables and the award-winning honey that is  
produced on-site by our beekeepers.

The Royden Park Project provides opportunities for disabled 
people to gain training in Horticulture, Conservation and Woodwork 
in a supportive environment. Together with Thurstaston Common, 
Royden Park comprises 250 acres of parklands, woods and heath, 
including a nature reserve. The multi-faceted project offers  
opportunities up to City and Guild’s Level 2 (NPTC) standards and 
has helped Royden Park win numerous awards such as their Green 
Flag award, John Muir award and also their commendation from the 
BBC RHS Tatton Flower Show. The project works in conjunction with 
‘Hack Back’ to provide interactive therapy through falconry  
experiences and training. Royden Park also offers the ‘Hooked on 
Royden’ service offering teaching and assistance with angling with 
lottery-funded wheelchair accessible pegs. Also on offer is the 
project’s log splitting service, and the First Steps to Floristry course 
which is offered in partnership with Wirral Met College.

Best Bites offers a unique service for adults with a disability to 
gain skills, knowledge and qualifications in a real working environment. 
The support is tailored to meet individual needs with qualified and 
experienced staff to support people every step of the way.

We have a number of venues across Wirral whereby people can be 
trained in catering and hospitality. Best Bites has provided catering 
and hospitality for book signings, BBC Flog It, and visiting dignitaries 
to the Wirral. These opportunities give people a diverse skill base, 
particularly aimed toward paid employment and Best Bites has 
enabled a number of people move to paid employment or voluntary 
work over the past six years of operating. 

Best Bites enables people to increase their independence by 
learning how to buy, store and rotate food products, how to  
prepare and cook food and clean work areas. The service is  
currently piloting Open Awards Qualifications, which will eventually 
be rolled out to all services to enable people to gain qualifications 
and meet their aspirations and goals.
You	can	make	a	referral	to	Wirral	Evolutions	via	your	Social	Worker	

through personal budgets and direct payments. People can self-refer 
and self-fund by contacting Wirral Evolutions.

 
Wirral Evolutions, Grove Road, Wallasey CH45 0JA 
Telephone: 0151637-2030
www.wirralevolution.org

You	can	find	us	on	Facebook	www.facebook.com/WirralEvolutions 
and Twitter @WirralEvolution
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Pressure Washing, Sealing, Treatments & Weedkiller
Driveways, Patios, Paths, Decking, Walls & other Hard Surfaces, Fences,  

Sheds & Garden Furniture, Artificial Lawn Maintenance

Gutters, uPVC & Wooden Frame Cleaning
Gutters:  Clearing, Minor Repairs & Camera Inspection, Cleaning: Guttering, Fascias,  

Soffits, Cladding, Window Frames & Conservatories

Contact us for a Quote on:
0151 632 4735/07486 910189

www.evercleanoutdoor.co.uk

T A P S
TILING AND PLUMBING SERVICES

TELEPHONE: 0151 353 1348 or 07966 448606
Email: taps.hughes@yahoo.co.uk • www.tilingandplumbingservices.co.uk

T.A.P.S provide a stress free service for the design, 
source, supply and fit of customised and bespoke  

bathrooms designed to reflect your individual needs.

BATHROOM FITTING • TILING • PLUMBING
PLASTERING • WETROOMS • DECORATING

HESWALL CARPETS
DISCOUNT FLOORING CENTRE

FREE UNDERLAY
AND FREE FITTING
ON ALL CARPETS

208 Pensby Road, Heswall, CH60 7RJ (opposite Sainsburys)

Telephone: 0151 342 0008

CHELSEA 
LAMINATE 

NOW IN 
STOCK
Ask about our

expert fitting service Free samples available • Full range of accessories

HESWALL CARPETS
DISCOUNT FLOORING CENTRE

208 Pensby Road, Heswall, CH60 7RJ (opposite Sainsburys)

Telephone: 0151 342 0008
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Skincare: delving below the surface

In the 25 years I’ve worked in the skincare profession I’ve seen 
many changes. One thing that hasn’t changed, however, is the belief 
that there’s a one-stop ‘miracle’ cream/treatment out there. Sorry 
to burst the bubble, but it simply doesn’t exist. That doesn’t mean 
you can’t achieve fantastic results in terms of ageing, texture, tone 
and complexion – it just means that you (or rather your therapist/
clinician) need to mix things up a little and use the right combination 
of treatments to achieve optimum results. This makes sense when 
you really think about what your skin goes through and what it’s 
designed for. 

Back to basics

We tend to think of our skin as something to cover the inner  
workings of our body, but it’s also our largest organ. It protects  
from environmental ‘aggressors’ such as bacteria and UV radiation; 
repels water from the outside, yet controls water loss from within; 
and supports our blood vessels, nerves and internal organs. Add 
internal factors such as smoking, excessive alcohol consumption, 
medication, hormones, and even your genetic make-up (which all 
have a real impact on ageing), and it’s no surprise that over time 
your skin begins to show battle scars. These appear in the form of 
lines, wrinkles, pigmentation, uneven skin tone, inconsistent texture 
and loss of volume. 

Delving deeper

The number one culprit that causes the visible signs of ageing is, 
without doubt, UV radiation and photo-ageing. This damage occurs 
deeper within the skin at a cellular level and has been proven time 
and again; one theory is connected to the production of free radicals. 
When UV radiation comes into contact with the skin it initiates the 
production of free radicals (unstable cells), which then ‘crash around’, 
causing damage to other cells. As they try to stabilise, not only is 
the cell itself damaged, but the surrounding tissue, too. The knock-on 
effect is that collagen fibres are depleted – one of the main factors 
in producing the signs of ageing – in particular, wrinkle formation 
and loss of skin volume. As this damage occurs at a deeper level, to 
put it bluntly, a jar of SPF30+ sun cream would offer more protection 
from free radicals than your £60 jar of ‘miracle’ product.

Finding the right combination

Unfortunately, tackling ageing is not as simple as slapping on  
sunscreen (although you should do it every day). But, as the  
factors that cause skin to age are numerous, it takes a multi-pronged, 
tailored approach to make a real difference. It’s my firm belief (and 
I’ve seen the results time and again) that combination treatment  
programmes – targeting different levels of the skin – produce  
optimum results. But, once again, there is no magic equation –  
what is equally vital is that treatment is geared to the client’s  
individual skin and takes into account environmental factors,  
hormones, lifestyle and medication.

Knowledge base

This is where knowledge is key. A skincare specialist will look at a 
client’s skin and assess it (visually rather than using a computer  
programme) and work with each client individually to produce a 
treatment plan and simple homecare regime that will gently exfoliate, 
feed the deeper skin tissues, and incorporate ingredients that  
penetrate the dead epidermal tissue. The latter is vital, as most 
products (including many ‘miracle’ creams’) only affect the surface 
level. While these may make the ‘dead’ layer look better, they do not 
treat ageing. As a result the effects are temporary because they sit 
upon the dead layer of skin. 

Experienced aestheticians have years of experience in combining 
different treatments to address ageing. These usually include manual 
product and equipment-based treatments to stimulate fibroblast cells 
(collagen), decrease melanin production (brown spots), tighten the 
skin, and reduce fat (e.g. under chin) for an overall improvement in 
the face, eyes and neck as a whole (remember the early days of face 
lifts when the neck was always a giveaway?).

The right balance

Think of your skin as you do your diet and body. You can lose 
weight by replacing meals with a sachet, but this is a short-term  
fix, and without exercise you still won’t be toned. But, with a  
well-balanced diet and exercise plan you can achieve superior, 
lasting changes. With combination skincare programmes the same 
is true. As any good aesthetician knows, the most important factor 
in the fight against ageing is producing big, fat, well-fed cells that 
form the mattress of the skin (well-balanced diet) and if you redefine 
muscles, you also need to sculpt the skin to avoid sagging (exercise). 
Think of it as marathon training rather than a crash diet and the 
results will be superior, tangible and lasting.   

Tracey
Tracey Locke, Lead Clinician

Serenity Clinic Ltd, 162 Banks Road, 
West Kirby, Wirral CH48 0RH

T: 0151 625 6256
www.serenity-clinic.co.uk



HAVE YOU PROTECTED 
YOUR ASSETS WITH 
THE ‘RIGHT’ WILL?

We can ensure that your loved ones
inherit the maximum possible.

DON’T LET CARE HOME FEES OR THE 
TAXMAN TAKE YOUR ASSETS. HAVE YOUR 

WILLS AND TRUSTS DRAFTED BY OUR 
SPECIALIST WILLS AND TRUSTS BARRISTERS.

We offer FREE home visits and
free Will reviews.

Our fees include home visits.

DON’T BE CAUGHT 
NAPPING!!

Fully certified lasting powers of attorney
including all registration documents

£99 single  £175 couple
(excluding OPG registration fees)

Our fees include 2 home visits and VAT

Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate 
Planning for a no obligation chat

on 0845 052 2757 (std rate) 

Call Mike Barnes at Wirral Estate 
Planning on 0845 052 2757 

Having the right will in place is very important these days to  
ensure that your main assets are protected and that the maximum 
possible will eventually pass to your children and grandchildren.

We all know that many thousands of homes have to be sold each year 
to pay for long-term care home fees. Such fees are always burdensome 
and could easily exceed £700 per week. 

You	can	ensure	that	your	home	and	other	assets	like	cash	and	 
valuables cannot be lost and are protected by writing protective asset 
trusts into your wills, or by setting up an asset protection trust.

All our wills and trusts are drafted by our nationally acclaimed wills 
and trusts barristers, Messrs Spicer Finch Ltd, so you have complete 
peace of mind, knowing that you have the best protective documents 
in place.

Lasting Powers of Attorney for Health and Welfare and Property and 
Affairs are the other vitally important documents to have in place during 
later life. We can prepare these for you at the lowest prices available 
today: £175 single person for both, and just £299 for couples, for all 
four. These prices include VAT and home visits.

SPECIAL OFFER
We will produce your lasting powers of attorney totally free of charge 
for clients instructing asset protection trusts within the next two months.

We also offer free consultations, free reviews of existing wills and  
signing appointments, all within the comfort of your own home  
(weekend appointments included). 

Please call Mike Barnes on 0845 052 2757 for your  
no obligation consultation.

Have you protected yourself with
a lasting power of attorney?

The sad fact is that 94% of over 65s have not!

The over 65s are now rapidly approaching a staggering 25% (that’s 15 
million)	of	the	UK	population,	and	it	is	an	age	at	which	we	should	be	 
thinking of protecting ourselves and our families by putting lasting  
powers of attorney and wills in place.

Around 65% of over 65s do not have wills; however, a staggering 94% 
have not put lasting powers of attorney in place! In fact just over one 
million lasting powers of attorney have been registered, since their 
inception in 2007, covering all age groups. Generally, despite there 
having been many press reports of horror stories, many people still 
seem unaware of the necessity to draw up lasting powers of attorney.

The Mental Capacity Act 2005 states that should you have some 
form of incapacity (permanent or temporary) which prevents you from 
looking after your day-to-day affairs – then you must have attorneys in 
place. If you have a registered lasting power of attorney in place, then 
all is well and those attorneys can act immediately, without further fuss.

If you have such an incapacity with no power of attorney in place then 
there is an extremely onerous, complex and very expensive procedure 
for your family or close friends to undertake. This involves making  
application to the Court of Protection by family or friends. This complex 
process can take over six months and costs can easily exceed £2,000, 
with no guarantees of success!

Should you have no family or friends able or willing to undertake the 
rigours of such an application, then indeed there is a much worse  
case scenario that can occur. The court has the power to immediately 
appoint attorneys for you, called deputies. These deputies will take  
full control of your finances and divert your pensions to themselves. 
Your	bank	account	will	be	closed	and	cheque	books,	bank	and	credit	
cards cancelled.
Your	appointed	deputies	can	be	a	solicitor,	an	accountant	and	even	

the County Council official and this worst case scenario is when it  
becomes wickedly expensive. They will charge £800 per year before 
they do anything and they charge for every single transaction they  
undertake on your behalf. Costs and charges can easily exceed 
£3,000 per year. There is even a final ‘winding up’ fee of £290  
when	you	die.	You	have	been	warned!
This article was compiled by Mike Barnes of Wirral Estate  
Planning based in Birkenhead. Wirral Estate Planning specialise 
in wills, trusts, lasting powers of attorney and probate. Mike can 
be contacted on 0845 052 2757 (standard rate) and would be 
pleased to offer you a free consultation in the comfort of your  
own home. Please see their advert above.
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Shelf Indulgence is a book column from  
award-winning Wirral novelist, Margaret Murphy, 
who also pens forensic thrillers as A.D. Garrett. 
In this regular feature, Margaret recommends two 
books across a range of styles and genres and a 
mixture of new and old. Two relatively new novels, 
this time.

PLAYING WITH FIRE by Tess Gerritsen 
Bantam 2016, ISBN-13: 978-0857502940

In a dual narrative and timeline, American violinist, 
Julia, discovers Incendio, an old unpublished waltz, 
while in Venice. From the instant she plays it the 
music has a sinister impact on her life, putting her 
in fear of her three-year-old daughter. The second 
storyline follows Jewish Venetian luthier and 
composer, Lorenzo, during Mussolini’s rise. When 
Lorenzo is asked to practise a duet with headstrong 
cellist, Laura, he is captivated. Gerritsen, an  

accomplished musician herself, writes persuasively and with terrific 
emotion about the bond that grows between the duettists, so that it 
seems natural that the passion these twin souls feel for their music will 
turn to a love for each other that transcends the genocide of WWII.

This is very different from Gerritsen’s Rizzoli and Isles crime series. Here 
she plays deliciously with form and genre, creating a novel that evolves 
as you read: part mystery, part psychological suspense, with a dash of 
the supernatural thrown in. An achingly sad tale of Jewish persecution, 
but also of human decency and quiet rejection of evil. The final chapters 
resolve the terrifying behaviour of Julia’s child in a very satisfying way, 
and while another element does stretch credibility, it doesn’t spoil the 
novel. I am a self-confessed slow reader, but I sat up late and woke 
early, finishing this book in (for me) a record three days.  

TRUTH WILL OUT, Margaret’s third novel written as A.D. Garrett, 
will be published 03.11.16. For a chance to win one of two signed 
first editions, simply comment on these reviews @adgarrett1 on 
Twitter, quoting: #ShelfIndulgence, or leave a comment on the 
Shelf Indulgence blog at www.agarrett.com 

LUCKIEST GIRL ALIVE by Jessica Knoll  
Pan Macmillan 2016, ISBN-13: 978-1509814800

This novel came with two recommendations within 
five minutes of each other. Nothing is certain,  
however, and one of the reasons I resist the current 
literary sensations is because they so often  
disappoint. Rest assured: Luckiest Girl Alive is as 
good as its hype. Compelling and harrowing, this 
tense debut also had some very funny moments. 
Ani is a twenty-something social climber, writing for 
a top fashion magazine, engaged to the man of her 

dreams, and well on her way to the perfect life. But she is haunted by 
terrible events that marred her teenage years. 

Make no mistake: there’s some dark stuff going on here; this is a no 
punches pulled, Columbine-inspired story. But Ani tells it without  
self-pity, and with considerable wit – which is doubly impressive, given 
the author’s revelations since the book’s publication. It is a terrific, 
thought-provoking adult read, brilliant for readers’ groups, and would 
make a superb discussion topic for fifth and sixth form students, too.  

Shelf 
Indulgence

By Margaret Murphy

Finding the Missing Peace

By Stephen G Baker

Having just about survived the recent run of annual conferences and 
presently trying to cope with the US Presidential elections I cannot 
say I am inspired that our politicians know how to deal with the 
issues we face. Politicians aim to create policies that will produce 
positive change if any one party (or in the US) person gets into 
power. Implementing these policies successfully is the problem that 
democracy grapples with. 

The real problem that we have in society is far deeper than can be 
solved by having new policies. To be honest, there is nothing wrong 
with having good policies. Indeed it is very important to manage a 
nation efficiently and effectively, however, the cause of our biggest 
problems is to be found in the heart of man. It is a spiritual issue 
that we have! The solution is not found in a policy but in a person; 
the person the Bible claims is Jesus Christ. 

Our greatest need is not political reform but the regeneration of 
individuals. The Bible calls this conversion or salvation. It happens 
when a person recognises their sin and turns from it – the Bible calls 
this repentance. 

Jesus’ disciple, Peter, when preaching emphasised that salvation is the 
result of ‘repentance towards God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ’. 

The Lord Jesus once had a twilight meeting with a Jewish elder 
statesman, Nicodemus. Despite this gentleman’s generous  
compliments and approval of the life and work of Jesus, Jesus 
ignored his words and kept making a few unusual statements. For 
instance He said ‘unless one is born again he cannot see the the 
kingdom of God’. Then ‘unless one is born of water and the Spirit,  
he cannot enter the kingdom of God’. And also ‘Do not marvel that  
I said to you, ‘you must be born again’. The aged politician  
remonstrated that it was impossible to be physically reborn in old 
age! What on earth could this lucid, wise and highly respected 
teacher be saying? Nicodemus was to discover that politics and 
power were not the route to a better world! A new beginning, new 
birth and new life in and through Christ were and still are, the only 
key to eternal life and blessing. Christians should make better 
citizens, they should love their neighbours, their spouse and their 
children. They should work hard, pay their taxes, have good  
community spirit and value and care for others despite race or  
culture. But these are the outcomes of being born again not the cause.

New birth is a spiritual event with eternal consequences for the  
individuals who come to Christ. It is only effective because ‘Christ 
died for our sins’ and rose from the dead. It can only be received by 
those who turn from their sin to Christ, trusting and depending on 
Him for forgiveness and eternal life. 

The choice - Reform through Repentance or the Politics of Power!

www.findingthemissingpeace.blogspot.co.uk
www.seekthetruth.org.uk
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After 35 years I have taken the decision to  
expand our business. John Crane Fine Arts 
with Cato Crane Auctioneers has opened an 
office at 48 The Mount, Heswall, CH60 4RD. 
This location enables clients in Wirral to visit 
us for valuations and appraisals and to bring  
in items for sale by auction or private treaty. 
We do have many willing buyers for items of 
high quality.

There is on-road parking most of the time 
outside the office and we will be open there  
on Friday mornings from 8.30 until midday 
and all other days by appointment. The  
telephone number is 0151 342 2321 or 
01244 680055. 

The season of my annual winter round of 
talks and presentations has already begun.

Forty-five people attended a talk ‘All Things 
Auctioneering’ at Irby Methodist Church  
recently, where an enjoyable evening was had 
– I think! I certainly had a very good evening. 

One person brought in a good French glass 
bowl by Gallé, which sadly was chipped and 
cracked. I have now located a glass restorer 
who can stabilise the damaged piece by using 
a clear acrylic filler; this should prevent any 
further splitting. It is possible to totally disguise 
most of the damage by using a coloured and 
textured acrylic filler, but as far as I know this 
technique	is	only	available	in	the	USA;	the	
cost would be prohibitive and more damage 
could occur in transit. 

I have included a photograph of antiques 
enthusiasts at my second talk at Shotwick  
Parish Church where the subject under  
discussion was the age of the mahogany 
frame of a low-seated armchair. It is often a 
matter of opinion with people rarely agreeing! 
A fun evening with the Vicar in attendance  
and not in the pulpit! And, no, I wasn’t in the 
pulpit either…

My next talk will be to the Hoylake Historical 
Society.

Last week a small oil painting dated 1895 
was brought into the Auction Rooms in 
Liverpool. It depicted the tugboat named the 
Andrew Jolliffe, which was built in Tyneside and 
launched in August 1894. This sturdy vessel 
was used by the Admiralty in the First World 
War but was broken up after a life of service 
in 1935. I have now contacted a member of 
the Jolliffe family who hopefully will be keen to 
acquire this picture to add to his collection. 

The Cato Crane Auction Rooms in Liverpool 
continue to be busy and successful achieving 
high prices for vendors of fine quality furniture, 
pictures and items of vertu.

Our Online Worldwide Live & Local Auctions  
is a good system to use for achieving good  
results. Every lot is photographed and  
published on the Internet on specialist sites  
to enable bidders worldwide to see your items. 
Taiwan and Australia seem to be very active 
bidders at the moment for desirable objects.

A small 5-inch ceramic c19th Pixiu, one of the 
five auspicious animals in Chinese mythology, 
made over £500 in our last sale despite its 
considerable damage not shown in the image. 
The Pixiu has a dragon’s head, a horse’s body 
and the feet of a unicorn, which I can only 
leave to your imagination. It feeds on  
gold and silver and brings good fortune and 
enhances the ability of those entering  
universities for advanced learning studies. The 
other four auspicious animals are the dragon, 
tortoise, Phoenix and the Chinese unicorn. 

Our Annual Beatles Auction held at the 
Unity	Theatre	in	Liverpool	this	year	had	many	
good results, with the market appearing to be 
stronger and more buoyant than the previous 
two years and included a good international 
attendance. The ‘lost’, and now discovered by 
us,	Paul	McCartney’s	demo	disc	‘It’s	For	You’	
that he wrote and gave to Cilla Black in 1964, 
made over £22,000 including premium and 
VAT, which is equivalent to £270 a second  
for the short recording! It went to a private  
collector from the Midlands. 

Early c20th bronze and ivory figures are still 
popular with collectors. The one illustrated is 
not life-sized, but just 12 inches tall. Made by 
Claire Jeanne Robertine Colinet (1880–1950) 
in about 1925, it should, with a fair wind 
to push the bidding along, make something 
towards the £10,000 mark. A few years ago 
it could have easily made half as much again. 
It is always important to know the right time 
to sell. To do that, of course, we need to do a 
lot of gazing into a crystal ball! Experience and 
knowledge of how the art market ebbs and 
flows, does assist in decision-making – some 
clients take heed, but others don’t… 

by John Bathurst Crane

All Things Auctioneering

48 The Mount Heswall – The lady’s not for sale!

Gallé bowl

Showing the damage

Discussing the merits of a chair at Shotwick 

Andrew Jolliffe Tug by J Bourne

Ceramic Pixiu Finest bronze and ivory figure on bronze and marble socle
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I have found that collectors come in all 
shapes and guises and from all sections  
of society.

A wealthy football club owner said on TV  
recently that he thought that most people were 
unambitious and generally satisfied with their 
lot in life. This does not apply to collectors... 
They are restless souls, constantly searching 
for rare objects.

I heard it said of a person locally that he 
regarded the objects in his collection as his 
personal friends and his personal friends as 
objects! I hope this is not true, as I will give 
you one guess as to whom they were referring. 

I enjoy visiting spectacular collections, 
whether it is rare plants, tractors, buses, old 
cars with which owners find it impossible to 
part, pictures or silver or clocks. There are 
people, dare I mention, who flaunt, somewhat 
distastefully in my view, two or three enormous 
motorised ocean-going ‘yachts’. But I don’t set 
myself up as being the arbiter of good taste… 

For the really serious collector, the first prize 
has to go to the pony collector. Polo ponies. 
They start at about £4,000 each and the very 
best may cost up to £100,000 each. There 
is someone who owns 600 in stables around 
the world and funds his own polo team. I won’t 
mention the cost of maintaining this collection, 
but the feed bill is over £15,000 a week. But 
worth every penny for the ponies are extremely 
beautiful and agile athletes. But... hey ho...  
I am proud of my Miniature Hosta collection 
in Wirral!  

So, there we are, another small glimpse  
into the life of one who is passionately and 
totally	engaged	in	a	fascinating	world.	You	 
are very welcome to pop into our office on The 
Mount on Fridays or other times by appointment. 
Meeting nice people makes my world go 
around and it is a biographical adventure, for 
everyone has collecting stories to share. And I 
promise, you will NOT be treated as an object, 
and a warm welcome, a comfy chair, tea and 
biscuits, and the experience of a lifetime of 
discovering and auctioning objects awaits you. 
Phone me on 0151 342 2321 or CatoCrane.
co.uk or follow me on Twitter @catocrane  

Happy antiques hunting and polo playing  
to everyone.  

Beautiful athlete waiting to perform

What is this used for? Answer next issue

Dr Valerie Warr, Wirral Arts Festival Director CEO, John Crane and Adam Siddorn of Wirral Radio
declaring the new office of John Crane Fine Arts and Cato Crane Auctioneers now open at 48 The Mount in Heswall
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I left this district in 1954, returning in 1963, and source material for 
this period is very thin. I was not completely out of contact though, 
occasionally visiting friends, and my wife continued as a member of 
the Whist section. I regret, however, that I may not have been able to 
do justice to some of the people who were involved during that period. 
When I returned there were some new names to learn, and I did not at 
first involve myself very deeply, choosing mainly to enjoy membership of 
the Bowls section.

I will give here a fuller account of my endeavours to find the missing 
records. I checked with Mr Reg Collin, who was Secretary for a number 
of years up to 1966 after Mr E Sorby. He acknowledged that he held 
them until he retired from that office. He then handed them to the new 
secretary, Mrs Barbara McLean, who agreed she had received them in a 
large cardboard box. She, in tum, handed them onto her successor Mrs 
Dorothy Milnes, who kept the box in the Green Room, where it stayed 
for many years, but it is no longer there. So the following paragraph will 
sweep you on to 1963.

Somewhere around 1960, changes took place in top management.  
The Chairman and Secretary retired; Dick Evans moving to a village near 
Nantwich. The Chairman in 1963 was Norman Jones, who had been 
prominent in Centre affairs from the earliest days. Norman retired due to 
ill health and was succeeded in 1964 by Ron Poole from the Dramatic 
section. The Secretary was Reg Collin and the Treasurer John Duncan, 
both Drama section members. The Drama folk were very much in the 
driving seat at that time and they brought a great deal of energy to bear 
upon the affairs of the Centre in general.

Plans were afoot to carry out the third and final stage of the building, 
and initially it had been hoped that this would be achieved during 
1964. Since the completion of the second stage, the only building that 
had taken place was the construction of the Green Room on the rear of 
the building, behind the stage. Due to the growing collection of props, 
which accumulated for the Drama section, they were finding their 
dressing room accommodation rather cramped, hence the need for the 
Green Room, which was used for the storage of costumes and as the 
make-up room.

There was some delay to the planning stage of the third stage project, 
but it worked out for the best in the end. The Library Department of 
the Local Authority wished to include a branch in the plans, and the 
Local Health Authority also required provision of a clinic. Both of these 
requirements were covered in the final plans, with each authority  
meeting its share of the building costs. The centre received grants 
towards its share of the final stage from the Local Authority, and the 
Ministry of Education. This still required a considerable input by the  
centre, quite an achievement in fact, if it is remembered that there  
was no income from a bar in those days.

An architect, Mr Cadman, was employed to prepare plans, costings 
and to obtain estimates from a building company. Provisional approval 
was given in May 1965 by the Secretary of State, Ministry of Education, 
to the application for a grant. In that same month, the Local Authority 
also confirmed their contribution. This allowed the work to proceed, and 
the building was undertaken by G & M (Birkenhead) Ltd.

So I had returned to Thingwall to find the centre booming, all systems 
go as they say, and this time there were not so many demands on 
members’ time. Towards the completion of the building work, however, 
there were calls for help with cleaning and decorating, etc., so that the 
whole centre would look good for the grand opening.

The completed Recreational Centre was formally opened on Tuesday 
17th May 1966, by the Right Honourable the Viscount Leverhulme, an 
occasion to which all paid up members were invited. It was quite a day 
and a credit to the people who organised it. In fact it was quite a week: 
on Wednesday evening there was a special Celebration Whist Drive and 
Thursday saw a stage show organised and produced by Pat Poole, and 
who could have done it better? On the Friday evening the children 
of the Hilary Dickenson Dancing School gave their own show with 
proceeds donated to the centre’s funds. Both the Bowls and the Tennis 
sections held festival tournaments to mark the occasion on Saturday 
afternoon, and finally the Tuesday Club and Badminton Section joined 
forces to close the week with a dance on Saturday evening.

Part five of A History of 
Thingwall Recreation Centre 
– a personal memoir by the 

late Frank Nicholson

Have you heard the saying “summer bodies are made in winter” 
or “abs are made in the kitchen”? 

Well I can say that you will find some truth in both statements! 
As we get colder, darker nights, it’s easy to find excuses to drop 
any active stuff you usually do and curl up on the sofa with com-
fort food in the evenings. Having the option to cover up in baggy 
jumpers etc. gives you the perfect excuse to let the pounds 
creep on. 

Considering most people overindulge at Christmas, now is the 
best time of year to focus on keeping in shape to avoid a double 
whammy. Keeping active in the winter really will help you stay in 
good shape rather than trying to go full steam when we get close 
to summer.  

The more active you are, the more energy you will have. If you 
spend a lot more time on the sofa with your feet up then you 
will find your energy levels will reduce. This may sound crazy to 
people who are not active already but it’s 100% true. At the start 
of any exercise regime you will initially be tired as your body gets 
used	to	it	BUT	once	your	body	is	in	the	habit	of	being	active	you	
will have much more energy! 

If you normally do outdoor stuff in the evenings but the dark 
nights put a stop to it, then look for some indoor options or 
squeeze a daytime workout. 

Additionally we tend to want warm hearty meals in the evening 
so check out some healthy slow cooker options online so you can 
come home to warm healthy meals if you’re busy through the day.

Try adding more soups to your menu for cold days to give you 
good nutritious food that will fill you up with goodness. Adding 
lentils and extra veg will help your soup feel more satisfying.  
Eating clean and keeping active over winter will help you keep 
the waistline from expanding and you never know, maybe you 
can see some abs from a little effort in the kitchen! 

Fitness Queen News
It’s the Little Black Dress build up on our Fitness Queen calendar, 
so we are just launching our 6-8 week shape up plans – let us 
know if you need our help! 

We now have spaces for one-to-one personal training! 

Don’t forget you can buddy up with a friend if you have  
similar goals.

Facebook – Fitness Queen  

Instagram – Hayley_lundy 

Twitter – @thefitnessqueen.co.uk

Our Heswall Lifestyle column is 
brought to you by local Personal 
Trainer and Fitness Queen founder, 
Hayley Lundy. Our column aims to 
educate, motivate and inspire our 
readers to keep active and lead a 
healthy lifestyle.
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CARS BOUGHT
• Local Wirral Service

• FREE valuation (no obligation)

• FREE collection

• Established 25 years

IRBY MOTORS 0151 648 5488
www.irbymotor.co.uk



Welcome  to Barton Rouge where we provide the very best 
of quality service combined with mouth-watering food.

We promise an intimate and relaxed dining experience to 
ensure you enjoy a memorable food experience every time.

150-158 Telegraph Road, Heswall CH60 0AH
Telephone: 0151 345 7373  email: info@bartonrouge.co.uk

Reserve your table online via our website: www.bartonrouge.co.uk
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BOOKINGS 

NOW BEING 

TAKEN

25%
OFF
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